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THE  CALL  FOR  A  CONTENTION. 


Philadelphia,  August  10th,  1806. 

To - : 

Brethren  in  the  Faith — At  the  one  hundred  and  nineteenth  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Grerman  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Adjacent  States,  the  resolutions  which  we  herewith  communicate 
were  adopted : 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  now  appointed,  and  be  charged  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  duties : 

1.  To  prepare  and  issue  a  fraternal  address  to  all  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods, 
ministers  and  congregations  in  the  United  States  and  Canadas,  which  confess 
the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,  inviting  them  to  unite  with  us  in  a  Conven¬ 
tion,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Union  of  Lutheran  Synods. 

2.  After  consultation  with  the  members  of  other  Synods,  to  determine  and  an¬ 
nounce  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  Convention  ;  the  time  to  be,  if  possible  , 
within  the  current  year. 

Resolved ,  That  we  now  appoint  Delegates  to  represent  us  in  that  Convention  ; 
such  representation  to  be  upon  the  basis  of  one  minister  and  one  lay  delegate  for 
every  twelve  ministers  in  this  body. 

The  Synod  of  Pennsylvania  has  not  assumed  the  serious  responsibility 
of  inviting  such  a  Conference,  without  reasons  of  the  gravest  kind.  It 
is  most  clear  that  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  North  America 
needs  a  general  organization,  first  and  supremely  for  the  maintenance  of 
unity  in  the  true  faith  of  the  Gospel,  and  in  the  uncorrupted  Sacraments, 
as  the  Word  of  God  teaches  and  our  Church  confesses  them  my  and  further¬ 
more,  for  the  preservation  of  her  genuine  spirit  and  worship,  and  for  the 
development  of  her  practical  life  in  all  its  forms.  It  is  no  less  clear  that 
there  is  no  existing  organization  adapted  to  these  great  ends,  or  capable 
of  being  adapted  to  them.  There  has  been  no  union  of  any  kind  among 
all  the  nominally  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods  in  America.  The  only 
Body  pretending,  even  in  name,  to  be  in  any  sense  a  General  Synod,  never 
embraced  all  the  Synods.  But  that  body  has  ceased  to  retain  even  the 
ratio  which  it  once  held,  and  does  not  now  embrace  half  the  membership 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  it  is  just  those  portions  of  our  Synods  which 
are  most  thoroughly  consistent  with  the  faith  of  the  Church  which  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  it,  while  the  part  which  remains  with  it,  is  largely  in  undis¬ 
guised  or  covert  warfare  with  the  Confession  of  our  Church  on  every  point 
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v which  gave  her  distinctive  being  over  against  the  errors  both  of  Home,  and 
of  rationalistic  sectarianism.  All  hopes  of  the  “  General  Synod”  ever  be¬ 
coming  in  our  Church  what  its  name  appears  to  claim,  have  become  fainter 
and  fainter,  until  finally,  by  receiving  as  integral  elements  what  its 
Constitution  excluded,  and  by  denying  a  place  in  its  organization  to  ele¬ 
ments  whose  full  rights  of  representation  were  guaranteed  by  its  Consti¬ 
tution  and  confirmed  by  its  own  solemn  act,  it  ceased  to  be  such  a  Body 
as  that  Constitution  defines,  and  has  no  moral  right  to  be  considered  or 
called  a  General  Synod,  even  in  the  very  doubtful  sense  in  which  it  might 
once  have  been  entitled  to  that  name. 

A  great  necessity  is  therefore  laid  upon  us,  in  the  providence  of  God, 
at  once  to  take  steps  to  meet  a  want,  which  has  been  so  urgent,  and  the 
painful  consciousness  of  which  continually  grows.  We  are  imperative^ 
called  upon  to  confer  together  for  the  formation  of  wise  plans,  which 
;  shall  avoid  the  serious  mistakes  which  weakened,  and  finally  brought  to  an 
unhappy  termination,  the  former  effort.  In  the  light  of  the  history  of 
our  whole  Church,  and  more  especially  of  this  Western  portion  of  it,  we 
are  called,  in  the  simplicity  of  the  faith  of  our  Fathers,  and  in  the  honest 
:  singleness  of  their  heart  and  confession,  clearly  to  declare  what  is  that 
great  end  for  which  we  build,  to  wit :  The  pure  Gospel  and  its  Sacraments, 
the  preservation  and  extension  of  which  can  alone  give  to  Synods  a  true 
value.  The  Church  needs  an  organization  in  which  Christian  liberty 
,  shall  wisely  work  under  the  law  of  love  and  in  the  grace  and  beauty  of 
Divine  order,  in  which  shall  be  unmistakably  acknowledged  the  common 
faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints,  the  testimony  of  which  is  found  in  un¬ 
mingled  purity  in  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,  in  its  native,  origi¬ 
nal,  and  only  true  sense,  on  which  our  Church  rests  as  her  unchangeable 
confessional  foundation.  Such  an  organization  would  have  the  vigor 
necessary  to  efficient  action  and  to  so  much  uniformity  as  is  needed  to 
embody  true  unity,  yet  would  provide  such  complete  and  wise  safeguards 
as  to  prevent  it  from  being  made  the  instrument  of  inequality  or  oppres- 
••  sion,  or  from  being  tempted  to  establish  what  is  merely  human,  and  which 
binds  only  by  the  law  of  love  and  the  just  principles  of  Church  order,  as 
if  it  were  in  the  sphere  of  conscience  and  of  Divine  necessity.  It  would 
avoid  the  weakness  of  government,  which  first  runs  into  anarchy,  and 
then  by  reaction  into  tyranny.  It  would  shun  the  laxity  in  doctrinal  ob¬ 
ligation  in  which  error,  first  satisfied  in  being  tolerated,  speedily  goes  on 
'to  rule,  and  at  length  on  the  ruins  of  faith  establishes  the  most  intolerant 
of  all  proscriptiveness,  the  proscriptiveness  of  unbelief. 

The  condition  and  wants  of  our  Church  in  this  land,  make  it  clear  that 
~we  are  not  moving  in  this  matter  on  insufficient  or  doubtful  grounds. 
With  our  communion  of  millions  scattered  over  a  vast  and  ever-widening 
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territory,  with  the  ceaseless  tide  of  immigration  to  our  shores,  with  the 
diversity  of  surrounding  usages  and  of  religious  life,  with  our  various  na¬ 
tionalities  and  tongues,  our  crying  need  of  faithful  ministers,  our  imperfect 
provision  for  any  and  all  of  the  urgent  wants  of  the  Church,  there  is 
danger  that  the  genuinely  Lutheran  elements  may  become  gradually 
alienated,  that  misunderstandings  may  arise,  that  the  narrow  and  local 
may  overcome  the  broad  and  general,  that  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bond  of  peace  may  be  lost,  and  that  our  Church,  which  alone  in  the  his 
tory  of  Protestantism  has  maintained  a  genuine  catholicity  and  unity, 
should  drift  into  the  sectarianism  and  separatism  which  characterize  and 
curse  our  land. 

Apart  from  these  extraordinary  reasons,  our  general  vocation  as  a 
Church,  the  interest  of  foreign  and  home  missions,  of  theological,  collegi¬ 
ate  and  congregational  education,  of  institutions  of  beneficence,  of  a 
sound  religious  literature,  all  demand  such  an  organization  as  shall  enable 
our  whole  Church  in  this  land,  in  its  varied  tongues,  to  work  together  in 
the  unity  of  a  pure  faith,  and  in  the  harmony  of  mutual  good  under¬ 
standing  and  love. 

Moved  by  these  great  facts,  and  by  hearty  desire  for  the  unity  of  Zion, 
the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  the  oldest  of  Lutheran  Synods  in  the 
United  States,  has  felt,  that  under  Providential  guidance  whose  history 
is  too  recent  and  familiar  to  all  to  need  repetition  here,  her  motives  could 
not  be  misunderstood  in  taking  this  necessary  initiative  to  future  action. 

In  conformity  with  her  resolution,  therefore,  we  invite  you  to  appoint 
delegates  to  represent  you  in  a  Convention  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
union  of  Lutheran  Synods. 

Please  address  G.  F.  KROTEL,  Chairman , 

CIIAS.  P.  KRAUTII, 

W.  J.  MANN, 

C.  W.  SCHAEFFER, 

J.  A.  SEISS, 

Committee. 


PRELIMINARY  ORGANISATION. 

In  compliance  with  the  invitation  extended  through  the  Fraternal 
Address  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  Adjacent  States,  to  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods  in  the  United 
States  and  Canadas,  which  confess  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession, 

'  representatives  from  a  number  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods  assembled1 
in  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  Reading,  on  Tuesday  evening., 
December  11th,  A.  D.  1866. 
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Divine  worship  was  held;  Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D.,  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Synod,  conducting  the  Liturgical  services,  and  Rev.  Prof.  M.  Loy, 
of  the  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio,  preaching  from  1  Cor.  1 : 10. 

After  service,  the  deputations  of  the  various  Synods  met  in  the  lecture 
room  of  the  church,  and  effected  a  temporary  organization,  by  calling 
Rev.  Prof.  W.  F.  Lehman,  of  the  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio,  to  the  chair,  and 
appointing  as  English  Secretary,  Rev.  H.  W.  Roth,  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Synod,  and  as  German  Secretary,  Rev.  Prof.  A.  Martin,  of  the  Wisconsin 
Synod.  After  arrangements  for  the  opening  of  the  Convention  on  to¬ 
morrow  morning,  on  motion,  adjourned. 


PROCEEDINGS. 

First  Session. 

Trinity  Ev.  Luth.  Church,  Reading,  Dec.  12th,  1866. 

Pursuant  to  adjournment,  Convention  assembled  at  9,  A.  M.,  Rev. 
Prof.  W.  F.  Lehman  in  the  chair.  The  hymn, 

“  Come,  gracious  Spirit,  heavenly  Dove,  &c.” 
was  sung,  and  the  first  session  opened  according  to  the  Liturgy  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Synod. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  all  persons  who  have  been  regularly  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods  to  appear  at  this  Convention, 
are  hereby  invited  to  take  part  in  its  organization  and  deliberations. 

Representatives  were  received  as  follows,  from  the 


PENNSYLVANIA  SYNOD. 


MINISTES3. 

LAT2£EN. 

Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D., 

C.  F.  Norton. 

“  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 

H.  H.  Muhlenburg, 

“  W.  J.  Mann,  D.  D., 

L.  L.  Houpt. 

“  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D., 

Horatio  Trexler. 

11  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D., 

C.  A.  Ileinitseh. 

“  B.  M.  Schmucker, 

Henry  Lehman. 

“  S.  K.  Probst, 

Christian  Pretz. 

“  C.  F.  Welden, 

S.  Gross  Fry. 

u  Samuel  Laird, 

H.  L.  Mattes. 

ENGLISH  DISTRICT  SYNOD  OF  OHIO. 
Rev.  Prof.  D.  Worley, 

“  G.  W.  Mechling, 

“  D.  Rothacker. 

Michael  Keffer,  Sr. 

ENGLISH  SYNOD 

OF  OHIO. 

Rev.  John  Rugan, 

P.  Kennedy,  M.  D. 

“  Jos.  A.  Roof, 

John  Baughman,  E; 
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SYNOD  OF  WISCONSIN  AND  ADJACENT  STATES. 

Eev.  W.  Streissguth, 
u  Prof.  A.  Martin. 

JOINT  SYNOD  OF  OHIO  AND  ADJACENT  STATES.* 

Eev.  Prof.  W.  F.  Lehman, 
u  Prof.  M.  Loy. 

MICHIGAN  SYNOD. 

Eev.  Stephen  Klingman,  Casimir  W alldorf. 

PITTSBUEGH  SYNOD. 

Eev.  G.  Bassler,  A.  L.  Thiel. 

u  W.  A.  Passavant,  John  F.  Duff. 

11  G.  A.  Wenzel,  ' 
il  H.  W.  Eoth. 

MINNESOTA  SYNOD. 

Eev.  C.  F.  Ileyer. 

IOWA  SYNOD. 

Eev.  George  Gro3sman, 

“  Prof.  Gottfried  Fritschel. 

SYNOD  OF  MISSOUEI. 

Eev.  J.  A.  F.  W.  Muller. 

CANADA  SYNOD. 

Eev.  J.  Fishburn, 

“  C.  F.  W.  Eechenberg. 

MINISTEEITJM  OF  NEW  YOEK  AND  ADJACENT  STATES 

AND  COUNTEIES. 

Eev.  H.  N.  Pohlman,  D.  D., 

“  George  W.  Schmucker, 

“  E.  Adelberg. 

NOEWEGIAN  SYNOD  OF  AMEEICA. 

Eev.  Prof.  F.  A.  Schmidt. 


VISITING  BEETHEEN. 


Eev. 

F.  W.  Geissenhainer,  D.  D., 

Eev. 

B.  E.  Kramlich, 

<c 

H.  S.  Miller, 

u 

B.  D.  Zweizig, 

(( 

A.  T.  Geissenhainer,  , 

a 

F.  C.  H.  Lampe, 

(C 

W.  G.  Laifzle, 

it 

A.  Finfrock, 

tt 

J.  Kohler, 

it 

J.  W.  Early, 

it 

G.  F.  Miller, 

it 

J.  J.  Ktindig, 

n 

T.  T.  Jager, 

n 

J.  B.  Eath, 

ti 

G.  A.  Hinterleitner, 

(t 

B.  F.  Apple, 

•ii 

H.  Wendt, 

u 

A.  D.  Croll, 

u 

W.  Bath, 

(< 

L.  Groh, 

a 

J.  F.  Falls, 

a 

J.  F.  Eenninger, 

*  This  Synod  is  composed  of  five  district  Synods,  oao  of  which,  “  The  English  District,”  had  a 
separate  representation. 
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B.  W.  Schmauk, 

Rev. 

II.  L.  Baugher,. 

J .  Fry, 

u 

F.  W.  A.  Ernst, 

C.  F.  W.  Hoppe, 

u 

H.  M.  Bickle, 

F.  Berkemeyer, 

a 

W.  0.  Cornman, 

II.  Grahn, 

u 

E.  I  Fleckenstein , 

F.  J.  F.  Schantz, 

il 

R.  Hill, 

J.  F.  Bayer, 

u 

S.  Keyl, 

L.  G.  Eggers, 

tt 

J.  Manning. 

With  regard  to  the  New  York  Ministerium,  it  was  Resolved ,  That  it& 
Delegation  take  such  part  in  this  Convention  as  its  members  believe  them¬ 
selves  entitled  to  in  their  appointment. 

Rev.  J.  Dugan  and  Mr.  II.  Lehman  were  appointed  tellers,  and  the  Con¬ 
vention  proceeded  to  the  election  of  permanent  officers,  under  the 
Resolution ,  That  should  the  choice  for  any  officer  fall  upon  a  representative 
not  present,  the  officer  now  filling  that  post  shall  be  continued  until  the 
arrival  of  the  absentee. 

On  motion,  the  hours  during  which  the  Convention  shall  be  in  session 
were  fixed  at  9  A.  M.  to  12  M.,  and  2  P.  M.,  to  5  P.  M. 

Upon  the  Decision ,  That  a  plurality  of  votes  is  sufficient  to  elect,  the 
following  were  announced  as  permanent  officers : 

President,  -  Bev.  G.  BASSLER. 

English  Secretary,  -  -  Rev.  H.  W.  ROTH. 

German  Secretary,  ...  Rev.  W.  STREISSGUTH. 

The  President  was  instructed  to  announce  the  name  of  each  one  who 
addresses  the  Convention,  as  also  the  Synod  with  which  he  is  connected. 

In  all  discussions,  it  was  agreed  that  each  speaker  may  use  that  tongue 
in  which  he  prefers  to  speak. 

It  was  required  that  all  papers  be  presented,  so  far  as  possible,  in  both 
the  English  and  German  languages 

Documents  for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention  were  now  called  for. 

At  the  request  of  President  Lehman,  Rev.  Dr.  Krotel  read  from  the 
Address  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod,  those  parts  which  specify  the  object 
of  this  Convention.  Papers  were  presented  by  Rev.  Dr.  Krauth,  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Synod;  Rev.  G.  Grossman,  of  the  Iowa;  Rev.  W.  Streiss- 
guth,  of  the  Wisconsin;  and  Rev.  J.  A.  F.  W.  Muller,  of  the  Missouri 
Synod. 

Rev.  G.  Rassler,  President  elect,  having  arrived,  Prof.  Lehman,  at 
Rev.  Bassler’s  request,  retained  the  Chair  until  the  close  of  the  morning 
session. 

Rev.  Prof.  D.  Worley  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  translation  of  the 
communication  from  the  Iowa  Synod. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  four  pastors  and  three  lay¬ 
men  be  appointed,  to  whom  these  documents  shall  be  referred. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  this  committee,  Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
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Prof.  M.  Loy,  Rev.  G-  Grossman,  Rev.  J.  A.  F.  W.  Muller,  Mr.  L.  L. 
Houpt,  Mr.  C.  A.  Heinitsch,  Mr.  J.  Baughman. 

Adjourned,  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  I).,  to  meet  at  3 
P.  M. 

Second  Session. 

December  12tli,  3  P.  M. 

The  Convention  assembled,  President  Bassler  in  the  Chair,  and  was 
opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Prof.  G.  Fritschel. 

The  minutes  of  the  first  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Documents  presented  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Convention,  reported  verbally  through  its  chairman, 
Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D. — 

That  whilst  the  committee  does  not  commit  itself  to  all  the  views  therein 
set  forth,  its  members  unanimously  resolved  to  recommend  the  Theses 
offered  by  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  on  “  Fundamental  Principles  of 
Faith  and  Church  Polity,”  to  the  Convention  for  discussion,  thus  bring¬ 
ing  up  the  points  referred  to  in  the  paper  from  Iowa  Synod.  If  deemed 
necessary,  a  formal  reply,  at  a  later  stage  of  the  proceedings,  might  be 
made'to  the  communication  of  Rev.  C.  F.  W.  Walther,  D.  D.,  and  Rev. 
Prof.  W.  Sillier,  D.  D.,  of  the  Missouri  Synod. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  the  consideration  of  the  Theses  entered 
upon.  After  some  alteration,  the  I  Thesis  was  unanimously  adopted,  as 
also  the  II,  III  and  IV,*  when  the  Convention  adjourned,  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  Professor  M.  Loy. 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereas ,  We  are  fully  persuaded  that  with  our  communion  scattered 
over  a  vast  and  ever-widening  territory,  with  the  ceaseless  tide  of  immi¬ 
gration  to  our  shores,  with  the  diversity  of  surrounding  usages  and  of 
religious  life,  with  our  various  nationalities  and  tongues,  our  crying  need 
of  faithful  ministers,  our  imperfect  provision  for  any  and  all  of  the  urgent 
wants  of  the  Church,  there  is  danger  that  the  genuinely  Lutheran  ele¬ 
ments  may  become  gradually  alienated,  that  misunderstandings  may  arise, 
that  the  narrow  and  local  may  overcome  the  broad  and  general,  that  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  may  be  lost,  and  that  our 
Church,  which  alone  in  the  history  of  Protestantism  has  maintained  a 
genuine  catholicity  and  unity,  should  drift  into  the  sectarianism  and  sep¬ 
aratism  which  characterize  and  curse  our  land;  and 

Whereas,  Our  general  vocation  as  a  Church,  the  interests  of  Foreign 
and  Home  Missions,  of  Theological,  Collegiate  and  Congregational  Edu¬ 
cation,  of  institutions  of  Beneficence,  of  a  sound  religious  Literature, 


*  See  p.  10  for  Theses. 
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all  demand  such  an  organization  as  shall  enable  our  whole  Church  in  this 
Hand,  in  its  varied  tongues,  to  work  together,  first  and  supremely  for  the 
^maintenance  of  unity  in  the  true  faith  of  the  Gospel,  and  in  the  uncor- 
xupted  Sacraments,  as  the  word  of  God  teaches  and  our  Church  confesses 
them ;  and  furthermore,  for  the  preservation  of  her  genuine  spirit  and 
worship,  and  for  the  development  of  her  practical  life  in  all  its  forms;  and 
Whereas ,  It  is  no  less  clear  that  there  is  no  existing  organization  adapted 
to  these  great  ends,  or  capable  of  being  adapted  to  them ;  and 

Whereas,  A  great  necessity  appears  to  be  laid  upon  us,  in  the  Provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  at  once  to  take  steps  to  meet  a  want  which  has  been  so 
urgent,  and  the  painful  consciousness  of  which  continually  grows,  and 
we  are  imperatively  called  upon  to  confer  together  for  the  formation 
of  wise  plans,  which  shall  avoid  the  serious  mistakes  which  weakened 
and  finally  brought  to  an  unhappy  termination  the  former  effort  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  General  Synod ;  and 

Whereas, ' We  are  assembled  here  as  representatives  of  Synods  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States  and  the  Canadas, 
which  confess  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,”  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  Union  of  Lutheran  Synods ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  we  now  take  steps  to  effect  an  organization,  as  pre¬ 
liminary  to  which,  we  declare  that 

We  hold  the  following  principles  touching  the  faith  of  the  Church  and 
its  polity,  to  be  fundamental  and  of  necessity  presupposed  in  any  genuine 
Union  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods : 

Fundamental  Principles  of  Paith  and  Ofiurch  Polity. 

I.  There  must  be  and  abide  through  all  time,  one  holy  Christian 
Cfhurch,  which  is  the  assembly  of  all  believers,  among  whom  the  Gospel 
is  purely  preached,  and  the  Holy  Sacraments  are  administered,  as  the 
tGospel  demands. 

To  the  true  Unity  of  the  Church,  it  is  sufficient  that  there  be  agree- 
jment  touching  the  doctrine  of  the  Gospel,  that  it  be  preached  in  one 
accord,  in  its  pure  sense,  and  that  the  Sacraments  be  administered  con¬ 
formably  to  God’s  word. 

II.  The  true  Unity  of  a  particular  Church,  in  virtue  of  which  men  are 
■truly  members  of  one  and  the  same  Church,  and  by  which  any  Church 
abides  in  real  identity,  and  is  entitled  to  a  continuation  of  her  name,  is  unity 
in  doctrine  and  faith  and  in  the  Sacraments,  to  wit :  That  she  continues 
to  teach  and  to  set  forth,  and  that  her  true  members  embrace  from  the 
beart,  and  use,  the  articles  of  faith  and  the  Sacraments  as  they  were  held 
and  administered,  when  the  Church  came  into  distinctive  being  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  distinctive  name. 
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III.  The  Unity  of  the  Church  is  witnessed  to,  and  made  manifest  in, 
the  solemn,  public  and  official  Confessions  which  are  set  forth,  to  wit : 
The  generic  Unity  of  the  Christian  Church  in  the  general  Creeds,  and 
the  specific  Unity  of  pure  parts  of  the  Christian  Church  in  their  specific 
Creeds;  one  chief  object  of  both  classes  of  which  Creeds  is,  that  Christ¬ 
ians  who  are  in  the  Unity  of  faith,  may  know  each  other  as  such,  and 
may  have  a  visible  bond  of  fellowship. 

II".  That  Confessions  may  be  such  a  testimony  of  Unity  and  bond  of 
Union,  they  must  be  accepted  in  every  statement  of  doctrine,  in  their 
own  true,  native,  original  and  only  sense.  Those  Who  set  them  forth 
and  subscribe  them,  must  not  only  agree  to  use  the  same  words,  but  must 
use  and  understand  those  words  in  one  and  the  same  sense. 

Y.  The  Unity  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  as  a  portion  of 
the  holy  Christian  Church,  depends  upon  her  abiding  in  one  and  the  same 
faith,  in  confessing  which  she  obtained  her  distinctive  being  and  name, 
her  political  recognition,  and  her  history. 

VI.  The  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession  is  by  pre-eminence  the  con¬ 
fession  of  that  faith.  The  acceptance  of  its  doctrines  and  the  avowal  of 
them  without  equivocation  or  mental  reservation,  make,  mark  and  iden¬ 
tify  that  Church  which  alone  in  the  true,  original,  historical  and  honest 
sense  of  the  term  is  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

VII.  The  only  Churches,  therefore,  of  any  land,  which  are  properly 
in  the  Unity  of  that  Communion,  and  by  consequence  entitled  to  its 
name,  Evangelical  Lutheran,  are  those  which  sincerely  hold  and  truth¬ 
fully  confess  the  doctrines  of  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession. 

VIII.  We  accept  and  acknowledge  the  doctrines  of  the  Unaltered 
Augsburg  Confession  in  its  original  sense  as  throughout  in  conformity 
with  the  pure  truth  of  which  God’s  word  is  the  only  rule.  We  accept 
its  statements  of  truth  as  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  Canonical  Scrip¬ 
tures :  We  reject  the  errors  it  condemns,  and  believe  that  all  which  it 
commits  to  the  liberty  of  the  Church,  of  right  belongs  to  that  liberty. 

IX.  In  thus  formally  accepting  and  acknowledging  the  Unaltered 
Augsburg  Confession,  we  declare-  our  conviction,  that  the  other  Confes¬ 
sions  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  inasmuch  as  they  set  forth  none 
other  than  its  system  of  doctrine,  and  articles  of  faith,  are  of  necessity 
pure  and  scriptural.  Pre-eminent  among  such  accordant,  pure  and 
scriptural  statements  of  doctrine,  by  their  intrinsic  excellence,  by  the 
great  and  necessary  ends  for  which  they  were  prepared,  by  their  histori¬ 
cal  position,  and  by  the  general  judgment  of  the  Church,  are  these:  the 
Apology  of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  the  Smalcald  Articles,  the  Cate¬ 
chisms  of  Luther  and  the  Formula  of  Concord,  all  of  which  are,  with  the 
Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,  in  the  perfect  harmony  of  one  and  the 
same  scriptural  faith. 


12 


Third  Session. 

December  18th,  9  A.  M. 

Convention  assembled,  with  President  Bassler  in  the  Chair.  The  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer.  The  minutes  of 
the  second  session  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  All  pastors  present,  connected  with  Synods  represented  in 
the  Convention,  were  invited  to  hand  their  names  to  the  Secretaries. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Theses  of  Rev.  Dr.  Krauth,  now  under  discussion, 
be  published  in  both  the  English  and  German  languages  for  the  use  of 
the  Convention. 

Rev.  S.  K.  Probst  and  L.  L.  Houpt  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
carry  out  the  purpose  of  this  resolution. 

The  discussion  was  resumed,  and  Theses  V,  VI,  VII,  VIII  and  IX,* 
unanimously  adopted. 

It  was  now  resolved  to  consider  the  Theses  “  Of  Ecclesiastical  Power 
and  Church  Government.”  The  I,  II,  III,  IV  and  Vf  were  unani¬ 
mously  adopted.  Pending  the  discussion  of  the  VI  Thesis,  adjourned 
with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Roof. 

Of  Ecclesiastical  Power  and  Church  Polity, 

I.  All  power  in  the  Church  belongs  primarily,  properly  and  exclusively 
to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  “true  God  begotten  of  the  Father  from  eter¬ 
nity,  and  true  man,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,”  Mediator  between  God 
and  men,  and  supreme  Head  of  the  Church.  This  supreme  and  direct 
power  is  not  delegated  to  any  man  or  body  of  men  upon  earth. 

II.  All  just  power  exercised  by  the  Church  has  been  committed  to  her 
for  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel,  through  the  Word  and  Sacraments,  is 
conditioned  by  this  end,  and  is  derivative  and  pertains  to  her  as  the  ser¬ 
vant  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Church,  therefore,  has  no  power  to  bind  the  conscience,  except  as 
she  truly  teaches  what  her  Lord  teaches,  and  faithfully  commands  what 
He  has  charged  her  to  command. 

III.  The  absolute  directory  of  the  Will  of  Christ  is  the  Word  of  God, 
the  Canonical  Scriptures,  interpreted  in  accordance  with  the  “mind  of 
the  Spirit,”  by  which  Scriptures  the  Church  is  to  be  guided  in  every  de¬ 
cision.  She  may  set  forth  no  article  of  faith  which  is  not  taught  by  the 
very  letter  of  God’s  Word,  or  derived  by  just  and  necessary  inference 
from  it,  and  her  liberty  concerns  those  things  only  which  are  left  free  by 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  God’s  Word. 

IV.  The  primary  bodies  through  which  the  power  is  normally  exercised 
which  Christ  commits  derivatively  and  ministerially  to  his  Church  on 

*  See  p.  11  for  These®.  j-  See  below. 
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earth,  are  tlie  Congregations.  The  Congregation,  in  the  normal  state,  is 
neither  the  Pastor  without  the  People  nor  the  People  without  the  Pastor. 

V.  In  Congregations  exists  the  right  of  representation.  In  addition  to 
the  Pastor,  who  by  their  voluntary  election  is  already  ex  officio  their  rep¬ 
resentative,  the  people  have  the  right  to  choose  representatives  from  their 
own  number  to  act  for  them,  under  such  constitutional  limitations  as  the 
Congregation  approves. 

YI.  The  representatives  of  Congregations  thus  convened  in  Synod,  and 
acting  in  ac3ordance  with  those  conditions  of  mutual  congregational  com¬ 
pact,  which  are  called  a  Constitution,  are  for  the  ends,  and  with  the  lim¬ 
itations  defined  in  it,  representatively,  the  Congregations  themselves. 

A  free,  Scriptural  General  Council  or  Synod,  chosen  by  the  Church, 
is,  within  the  metes  and  bounds  fixed  by  the  Church  which  choose  it, 
representatively  that  Church  itself;  and  in  this  case  is  applicable  the 
language  of  the  appendix  to  the  Smalcald  Articles,  “The  judgments  of 
Synods  are  the  judgments  of  the  Church/’ 

VII.  The  Congregations  representatively  constituting  the  various  dis¬ 
trict  Synods,  may  elect  delegates  through  those  Synods,  to  represent 
themselves  in  a  more  general  body,  all  decisions  of  which,  when  made  in 
conformity  with  the  solemn  compact  of  the  Constitution,  bind,  so  far  as 
the  terms  of  mutual  agreement  make  them  binding,  those  Congregations 
which  consent,  and  continue  to  consent,  to  be  represented  in  that  Genera 
Body. 

VIII.  If  the  final  decision  of  any  General  Body  thus  constituted  shall 
seem  to  any  Synod  within  it,  in  conflict  with  the  faith,  involving  violation 
of  the  rights  of  conscience,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  Synod  to  take  such 
steps  as  shall  be  needed  to  prevent  a  compromise  on  its  part  with  error. 
To  this  end,  it  may  withdraw  itself  from  relations  which  make  it  respons¬ 
ible  for  departure  from  the  faith  of  the  Gospel,  or  for  an  equivocal  attitude 
toward  it.  Such  steps  should  not  be  taken  on  any  but  well  defined 
grounds  of  Conscience,1  not  on  mere  suspicion,  ifor  until  prayerful,  earnest 
and  repeated  efforts  to  correct  the  wrong  have  proved  useless,  and  no 
remedy  remains  but  withdrawal. 

IX.  The  obligation,  under  which  Congregations  consent  to  place  them¬ 
selves,  to  conform  to  the  decisions  of  Synods,  does  not  rest  on  any 
assumption  that  Synods  are  infallible,  but  on  the  supposition  that  the  de¬ 
cisions  have  been  so  guarded  by  wise  constitutional  provisions  as  to  create 
a  higher  moral  probability  of  their  being  true  and  rightful  than  the 
decisions  in  conflict  with  them,  which  may  be  made  by  single  Congrega¬ 
tions  or  individuals.  All  final  decisions  should  be  guarded  with  the 
utmost  care,  so  that  they  shall  in  no  case  claim  without  just  grounds  to  be 
the  judgment  of  those  congregations  in  whose  name  and  by  whose  author- 
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ity  they  are  made — in  the  absence  of  which  just  grounds  they  are  null 
and  void. 

X.  In  the  formation  of  a  General  Body,  the  Synods  may  know  and  deal 
with  each  other  only  as  Synods.  In  such  case,  the  official  record  is  to 
be  accepted  as  evidence  of  the  doctrinal  position  of  each  Synod,  and  of 
the  principles  for  which  alone  the  other  Synods  become  responsible  by 
connection  with  it. 

XI.  The  leading  objects  for  which  Synods  should  be  organized  are, 

1.  The  maintenance  and  diffusion  of  sound  doctrine,  as  the  same  is 
taught  in  God’s  Word  and  confessed  in  the  authorized  standards  of  the 
Church. 

2.  When  controversies  arise  in  regard  to  articles  of  faith,  to  decide 
them  in  accordance  with  God’s  Word  and  the  pure  confessions  of  that 
Word. 

3.  The  proper  regulation  of  the  human  externals  of  worship,  that  the 
same,  in  character  and  administration,  may  be  in  keeping  with  the  spirit 
of  the  New  Testament  and  with  the  liberty  of  the  Church,  and  may 
edify  the  Body  of  Christ. 

4.  The  maintenance  of  pure  discipline,  to  the’  fostering  of  holiness  and 
fidelity  in  the  ministry  and  people. 

5.  The  devising  and  executing  of  wise  and  Scriptural  counsels  and 
plans  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Church,  in  every  department  of 
beneficent  labor  for  the  souls  and  bodies  of  men,  at  home  and  abroad. 

All  these  things  are  to  be  done,  that  the  saving  power  of  the  Gospel 
may  be  realized,  that  good  order  may  be  maintained,  and  that  all  un¬ 
soundness  in  faith  and  life  may  be  averted,  that  God  may  be  glorified, 
and  that  Christ  our  King  may  rule  in  a  pure,  peaceful  and  active  Church. 


F  o  it  r  t  h  Session. 

December  18th,  2  P.  M. 

The  Convention  assembled,  President  Bassler  in  the  Chair.  Prayer 
was  offered  by  Itev.  J.  A.  F.  W.  Muller.  The  minutes  of  the  third 
session  were  read  and  approved. 

Bev.  Prof.  F.  A.  Schmidt,  representing  the  Norwegian  Synod  of 
America,  presented  his  credentials,  and  was  received  as  a  member  of  the 
Convention. 

The  discussion  was  again  resumed.  Theses  YI,  VII,  VIII  and  IX* 
were  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  discussion  of  the  X  Thesis  was  suspended,  in  order 
that  a  Committee  of  four  pastors  and  three  laymen  might  be  appointed 

*  See  p.  13  for  Theees. 
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to  prepare  and  present  an  Outline  plan  of  a  Constitution  for  a  General 
Union  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods. 

The  committee  was  constituted  by  the  President,  as  follows :  Rev.  G. 
F.  Krotel,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  Rev.  Prof.  W.  F.  Lehman, 
Rev.  Prof.  A.  Martin,  A.  L.  Thiel,  H.  Lehman,  M.  Keffer,  Sr. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  in  the  event  of  the  business  before  this 
body  being  unfinished,  a  session  be  held  on  to-morrow  evening. 

Pending  the  resumed  discussion,  the  hour  of  adjournment  arrived,  and 
the  Convention  closed  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  F.  Welden. 

r 

fifth  %  £  s  s  i  0  R  ♦ 

December  14th,  9  A.  M.. 

President  Eassler  called  the  Convention  to  order.  A  hymn  was  sung;, 
and  the  proceedings  were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel. 

The  minutes  of  the  fourth  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  discussion  being  resumed,  the  X  and  XI*  Theses  were  unanimously/ 
adopted. 

The  Preamble*)*  to  the  Theses  was  now  read  and  adopted.  On  motion, 
all  the  Theses  now  considered  'seriatim ,  were  unanimously  adopted  as  a 
whole. 

The  Committee  to  prepare  and  present  an  Outline  plan  of  a  Constitution 
for  a  General  Union  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods,  reported. 

Outline  Constitution  and  Rext  Convention. 

Whereas ,  After  the  cordial  and  unanimous  adoption  of  the  Fundamen¬ 
tal  Principles  of  Doctrine  and  Polity,  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  proposi¬ 
tions,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  has  shown  the 
possibility  and  probability  of  bringing  about  a  true  general  union  of 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods;  therefore, 

Resolved ',  I.  That  we  now,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  take  the  following 
steps  to  bring  about  this  desirable  end : 

1.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  by  this  Convention  to  prepare  a 
Constitution  in  the  usual  form,  embracing  the  following  points : 

(a)  An  article  embodj'ing  and  setting  forth  the  Doctrinal  Basis  of  suck 
general  body,  in  accordance  with  the  preliminary  principles  already  unan¬ 
imously  adopted  by  the  Convention. 

.  ( h )  That  the  ratio  of  representation  be  based  upon  the  number  of 
members  entitled  to  communion  in  the  respective  Synods,  and  in  such  a 
way  as  not  at  any  time  to  exceed  the  number  of  two  hundred  (one  hundred, 
ministers  and  one  hundred  laymen). 

(c)  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  body  to  guard  the  purity  of  the  faith,, 

*  See  p.  14  for  Theses.  f  See  p.  9  for  Preamble. 
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to  promote  conformity  in  discipline  and  worship  to  the  spirit  of  our  Con¬ 
fessions,  to  provide  for  the  increase  of  an  efficient  ministry,  for  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  Scriptural  truth  through  the  press,  to  relieve  the  suffering 
members  of  our  Lord’s  Body,  to  carry  on  the  work  of  Missions  at  home 
and  abroad,  and  to  act  upon  questions  or  appeals  brought  before  it  by  or 
from  any  of  the  Synods. 

(f)  That  perfect  equality  be  secured  to  every  language  represented  on 
'  the  floor  of  the  Synod. 

(e)  That  the  meetings  of  this  body  should  be  annual. 

(/)  That  the  expenses  of  the  delegates  be  paid  by  the  respective 
Synods,  until  otherwise  provided  for. 

(</)  Together  with  such  other  articles  as  usually  belong  to  such  instru¬ 
ments. 

II.  That  the  Fundamental  Principles  and  the  Constitution  thus  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  Committee,  shall  be  sent,  by  the  President  of  the  Convention, 
to  the  Presidents  of  the  respective  District  Synods  here  represented,  and 
to  whatever  others  he  may  think  proper,  with  the  request  that  they  be 
submitted,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  a  special  or  stated  meeting  of  the  Synods 
over  which  they  preside. 

III.  That  so  much  of  the  Constitution  thus  submitted  as  shall  be  ac¬ 
cepted  by  ten  Synods  adopting  the  Fundamental  Principles,  shall  at  once 
go  into  effect,  and  a  Convention  be  called  under  it;  and  that  on  other 
points  not  thus  agreed  upon,  the  suggestions  of  the  Synods  shall  be  taken 
up  and  finally  passed  upon  in  the  Convention,  which  shall  be  called,  at  such 
time  and  place  of  meeting  as  the  President  may  determine,  after  consult¬ 
ation  with  the  delegates  elected. 

In  any  case,  the  next  Convention  shall  be  called  in  the  ratio  proposed 
in  the  Constitution. 

IY.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Convention  that  the  new  organization 
should  be  called  “  The  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  North  America.” 

Devoutly  and  gratefully  acknowledging  the  goodness  of  the  Lord 
vouchsafed  to  us  during  the  important  and  harmonious  deliberations  of 
this  Convention,  we  now  humbly  implore  His  blessing  upon  the  labors  of 
the  proposed  Committee,  and  upon  the  deliberations  of  the  respective 
Synods  to  which  their  work  shall  be  submitted ;  and  call  upon  all  true 
lovers  of  our  Church  to  pray  and  labor  for  the  speedy  organization  of 
such  a  true  Union  of  Churches  and  Synods  which  confess  our  Evangeli¬ 
cal  faith. 

G.  F.  KROTEL,  HENRY  LEHMAN, 

WM.  F.  LEHMAN,  MICHAEL  KEFFER, 

A.  MARTIN,  A.  LOUIS  THIEL. 

W.  A.  PASSAVANT, 
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This  report  was  received,  and  when  adopted  as  far  as  Resolution  I, 
point  /,  the  Convention  adjourned,  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Prof.  W.  F. 
Lehman,  to  meet  at  2  P.  M.,  in  St.  John’s  German  Lutheran  Church. 

Before  adjournment  a  communication  from  Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  IJassel- 
quist,  of  the  Augustana  Synod,  was  read,  expressing  regret  that  he  is 
unable  to  be  present,  and  invoking  the  blessing  of  the  Highest  on  both 
the  Convention  and  its  efforts  towards  Union  in  the  Church  and  Faith  of 
our  fathers. 

Sixth  Session. 

r*  "* 

St.  John’s  German  Lutheran  Church,  December  14th,  2  P.  M. 

Convention  assembled,  President  Basslcr  in  the  Chair,  and  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D. 

The  minutes  of  the  fifth  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Outline  plan  of  a  Constitution  was 
again  taken  up.  After  the  discussion  and  adoption  of  each  item  and  the 
several  amendments,  it  was  finally,  on  motion,  adopted  as  a  whole. 

With  grateful  and  rejoicing  hearts,  the  Convention  sung, 

“  Nun  danket  alle  Gott 

Mit  licrzen,  mund  und  handen, 

Der  grosze  dinge  tliut 
An  uns  und  alien  enden  ; 

Der  uns  von  mutterleib 
Und  Kindesbeinen  an 
Unzahlig  viel  zu  gut 
Bis  hielier  hat  gethan.” 

President  Bassler  then  led  in  prayer,  all  uniting  in  the  Lord’s  Prayer. 

Resolutions  of  Thanks. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  were  unanimously  voted  to 
Mr.  L.  L.  Iloupt  and  the  various  Rail  Road  Officials  to  whom  this  body 
is  under  obligations  for  valuable  favors. 

On  motion,  the  Pastors  of  the  Congregations  which  have  so  kindly 
received  and  entertained  the  representatives  of  the  Churches  here  assem¬ 
bled,  are  requested  to  make  known  to  friends  and  the  Churches,  at 
their  next  public  service,  our  hearty  appreciation  of  their  generous  hos¬ 
pitality. 

The  brethren  who  must  necessarily  depart,  were,  on  motion,  granted 
leave  of  absence. 

President  Bassler,  Rev.  Dr.  Krotel,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Krauth,  were  consti¬ 
tuted  a  committee  to  reply  to  the  communication  of  Rev.  Drs.  Walther 
and  Sihler,  of  the  Missouri  Synod,  and  of  Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist, 

of  the  Augustana  Synod, 
o 
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Resolved ,  That  the  Synods  represented  in  this  Convention,  which  prefer 
a  Free  Conference  to  an  immediate  organization,  be,  and  hereby  are, 
invited  to  send  representatives  to  the  next  meeting,  with  the  understand¬ 
ing  that  they  have  in  it  all  the  privileges  of  debate,  and  of  fraternal 
comparison  of  views. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  publish,  in  both 
the  English  and  German  languages,  the  Call  under  which  this  Convention 
assembled,  together  with  its  Proceedings,  and  also  the  Sermon  of  Rev. 
Prof.  M.  Loy,  the  latter  in  the  Church  papers,  and  also,  if  possible,  in 
pamphlet  form. 

Resolved ',  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  7  o’clock  this 
evening,  in  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Rev.  S.  K.  Probst  and  John  E.  Puff  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
report  a  plan  through  which  the  publishing  expenses  of  the  Convention 
may  be  met. 

Rev.  J.  A.  F.  W.  Muller  and  Rev.  Prof.  F.  A.  Schmidt,  in  a  few 
words,  took  their  leave  of  the  Convention,  expressing  their  joy  in  meeting 
so  many  brethren  in  the  Lord,  and  hoping  soon  to  have  a  United  Lutheran 
Church  in  this  country.  President  Bassler  expressed  the  pleasure  of  the 
Convention  in  having  had  the  counsels  and  presence  of  these  brethren, 
and  the  hope  that  all  might  be  speedily  enabled  to  see,  eye  to  eye,  and 
work  hand  in  hand,  for  our  common  faith. 

The  Convention  adjourned,  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Prof.  F.  A.  Schmidt.. 


$  e>  v  e  n  t  h  Session. 

Trinity  Church,  December  14th,  7  P.  M. 

President  Bassler  called  the  Convention  to  order,  and  the  proceedings 
were  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Prof.  D.  Worley. 

The  minutes  of  the  sixth  session  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  Resolved ',  That  the  Secretaries,  with  Rev.  S.  K.  Probst  and 
Messrs.  C.  F.  Norton,  II.  H.  Muhlenburg,  Horatio  Trexler  and  C.  Pretz, 
be  a  committee  to  have  charge  of  the  publication  of  at  least  two  thousand 
copies  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Convention. 

Committee  to  Draft  a  Constitution. 

The  committee  to  draft  a  Constitution  was  announced  by  the  President 
to  be,  Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D.,  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  J. 
Mann,  D.  P.,  Rev.  Prof.  M.  Loy,  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  Rev.  Jno.  Rugan, 
and  Rev.  R.  Adelberg. 
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Hymn  Book  Committees. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  one  from  each  Synod  here  represented,  was 
appointed  to  aid  the  existing  committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  in 
the  perfecting  of  their  contemplated  Church  Book,  that  it  may  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  this  body  so  soon  as  organized. 

The  committee  is 


Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker. 
Prof.  D.  Worley, 

J.  Rugan, 

Prof.  A.  Martin, 
Prof.  M.  Loy, u 
Rev.  J.  Haas, 

W.  A.  Passavant, 
C.  F.  Heyer, 

Prof.  Fritschel,  Jr.. 
J.  Fishburn, 

F.  M.  Bird, 


U 


U 


U 


U 


U 


u 


u 


u 


u 
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Pennsylvania  Synod. 

English  District  Synod  of  Ohio. 
English  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Synod  of  Wisconsin. 

Joint  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Michigan  Synod. 

Pittsburgh  Synod. 

Minnesota  Synod. 

Iowa  Synod. 

Canada  Synod. 

Hew  York  Ministerium. 


On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  each  Synod  here- 
represented,  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  German  Hymn  Book,  having  ref¬ 
erence  to  the  work  already  done  by  the  Wisconsin  and  Ohio  Synods,  and 
report  their  labors  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  body. 


Rev.  A.  T.  Geissenhainer, 
G.  W.  Mechling, 

J.  A.  Roof, 

W.  Streissguth, 

Prof.  M.  Loy, 

G.  Cronenwett, 

Prof.  E.  Schmidt, 
Prof.  W.  F.  Lehman, 
Conrad  Yolz, 

G-.  A.  Wenzel, 

G.  Fachtman, 

G.  Grossman, 

C.  F.  W.  Rechenberg, 
E.  Hoffman, 


a 


U 


u 
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Pennsylvania  Synod. 

English  District  Synod  of  Ohio. 
English  Synod  of  Ohio. 
Wisconsin  Synod. 

Joint  Synod  of  Ohio. 


Michigan  Synod. 
Pittsburgh  Synod. 
Minnesota  Synod. 

Iowa  Synod. 

Canada  Synod. 

Hew  York  Ministerium. 


On  motion,  the  Convention  closed  with  prayer  by  Bev.  W.  A.  Passa¬ 
vant  5  the  President,  Bev.  G  Bassler,  pronouncing  the  Benediction. 


II.  W.  ROTH, 


English  Secretary  of  the  Convention. 
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SERMON 

DELIVERED  AT  THE 

Opening  of  tlie  Evangelical  Lutheran  Convention 

At  ^Reading,  tPa.,  ^December  //,  7866. 

BT 

REV.  PROF.  M.  LOY, 

OF  COLUMBUS,  OHIO. 


“Now  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  all  speak  the  same 
thing,  and  that  there  be  no  divisions  among  you ;  but  that  ye  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same 
mind,  and  in  the  same  judgment.” — 1  Cor.  1:10. 

Pear  Brethren  : 

The  word  of  God  is  not  bound.  In  the  East  and  the  West,  in  the 
North  and  the  South,  it  has  had  free  course  and  been  glorified.  The  glad 
tidings  of  great  joy  have  been  proclaimed,  in  all  their  fullness,  all  over 
this  broad  land ;  and  the  grace  of  Him,  who  forms  their  centre  and  sum, 
has  made  thousands  willing  to  receive  them  in  their  purity.  The  blessed 
truth  which  cheered  the  hearts  of  our  fathers  and  our  fathers’  fathers, 
fills  our  souls  with  joy  to-night.  These  are,  indeed,  troublous  times,  and 
the  combat  is  ever  deepening  while  we  sigh  and  strive  for  peace.  But 
the  precious  word  of  our  blessed  Saviour  is  our  solace  and  support  amid 
the  confusion  of  battle;  peace  is  ours  within,  while  the  storm  rages  with¬ 
out,  and  we  harbor  no  fear,  whatever  betide  us,  that  the  Captain  of  our 
salvation  will  be  conquered,  or  that  the  gates  of  hell  shall  prevail  against 
His  Church.  His  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory;  and 
under  his  banner  we  can  be  of  good  cheer,  and  march  forth  with  confi¬ 
dence  to  victory.  Let  me  greet  you  all  as  fellow-soldiers  in  the  wars  of 
the  Lord;  peace  be  upon  you  as  you  press  vigorously  on,  fighting  the 
good  fight  of  faith,  that  no  man  take  your  crown.  Whilst  fierce  and  wan¬ 
ton  attacks  have  been  made  upon  our  banner  of  peace  and  union — the 
incomparable  Confession  of  the  Evangelical  Church;  whilst  our  dear 
mother  has  been  assailed  even  by  those  who  claim  to  revere  her  honored 
name,  and  efforts  have  been  made  to  sully  the  spotless  purity  in  which 


she  walks  before  all  people ;  while  many  have  sought  to  disgrace  her — 
some  by  representing  as  loathsome  what  she  dearly  loves,  and  others  by 
assuming  her  name  whilst  they  expressed  a  warm  attachment  to  what  she 
justly  loathes;  her  true  children  have  often  met  around  the  mercy-seat 
and  told  the  Lord  the  griefs  wherewith  they  grieve  for  her  affliction,  and 
have  gone  strengthened  from  the  closet  and  the  altar  to  contend  for  her 
honor  as  the  Lamb’s  Bride,  and  to  suffer  with  her  until  the  calamity  be 
overpast.  And  as  we  laid  our  wretched  faces  in  the  dust  at  the  foot  of 
the  cross,  knowing  right  well  our  sinfulness  and  unworthiness,  it  was 
cheering  to  know  that  we  were  not  alone  in  the  struggle  and  the  suffer¬ 
ing.  But  now,  many  who  have  long  since  been  one  in  their  joys  and  their 
sorrows,  their  trials  and  triumphs,  though  widely  separated  in  space,  have 
been  brought  together  at  last,  meeting  here  face  to  face.  This  is  the 
Lord’s  doing,  and  it  is  marvelous  in  our  eyes.  Thus  far  all  is  well.  If 
it  may  be  that  we  can  form  a  closer  union  and  meet  in  fraternal  consult¬ 
ation  often,  it  will  be  a  cause  of  rejoicing  throughout  the  whole  Church 
of  the  Augsburg  Confession.  In  the  name  of  the  Lord  we  are  here  to 
try ;  and  as  it  has  fallen  to  my  lot  to  speak  some  preparatory  words  this 
evening,  I  would  endeavor  to  promote  the  end  we  have  in  view  by  show¬ 
ing  what  are 


The  Conditions  of  Christian  Union, 

According  to  the  text,  these  are  : 

I.  Having  the  same  Faith  in  the  same  Truth. 

II.  Having  the  same  Confession  of  the  same  Faith. 

III.  Having  the  same  Judgment  under  the  same  Confession. 

I.  The  apostle  urges  us  to  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same 
mind,  that  there  may  be  no  divisions  among  us.  Justice  is  not  done  to 
the  force  of  the  expression  when  this  is  represented  as  simply  equivalent 
to  harmony  of  feeling.  It  does  imply  this,  because  kindliness  of  dispo¬ 
sition  toward  each  other  grows  out  of  unity  in  the  faith.  But  it  means 
2nore.  The  whole  mind  is  to  be  the  same ;  not  only  the  sentiments. 
And  as  with  the  Christian  the  most  important  thing  is  the  faith 
which  constitutes  him  a  Christian,  he  cannot  conceive  how  he  and 
his  friends  could  be  of  the  same  mind  when  they  differ  in  the  faith  Nor 
could  divisions  be  avoided  if  men  were  joined  together  in  the  same  mind 
only  so  far  as  to  form  an  agreement  that  they  will  represent  themselves 
as  one,  notwithstanding  the  internal  disagreement.  Where  such  hollow 
pretenses  can  be  made  there  is  not  sufficient  moral  vigor  to  keep  up  the 
sham  when  trials  come.  The  apostle  recommends  a  union  that  is  real, 


and  therefore  desires  us  all  to  speak  the  same  thing ;  but  this  on  the 
ground  that  we  all  believe  the  same  thing.  He  would  have  us  all  per¬ 
fectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind,  that  we  might  thus  be  perfectly 
agreed  in  our  Confession.  We  should  have  the  same  faith  in  the  same 
truth;  the  one  faith  of  which  St.  Paul  speaks,  Eph.  4:5,  and  for  which 
St.  Jude  admonishes  us  earnestly  to  contend,  verse  3. 

Jesus  said  “to  those  Jews  which  believed  on  Him,  If  ye  continue  in 
my  word,  then  are  ye  my  disciples  indeed;  and  ye  shall  know  the  truth, 
and  the  truth  shall  make  you  free.”  John  8:31,  32.  Unless  G  od  give  him 
light,  man  is  hopelessly  lost  and  gropes  in  dreary  darkness  all  his  days. 
But  God  in  His  infinite  mercy  gives  the  necessary  light  by  revelation. 
This  is  contained  in  His  blessed  Word.  “The  entrance  of  Thy  word 
giveth  light;  it  givethunderstanding  unto  the  simple.”  Ps.  119  : 130. 
In  the  Word  is  communicated  the  truth  which  saves.  “  Sanctify  them 
through  Thy  truth ;  Thy  word  is  truth.”  John  17  : 17.  Adherence  to 
this  is  necessary  to  our  union  with  Christ  and  with  each  other.  We 
cannot  know  the  truth  and  enjoy  the  liberty  of  God’s  children  without 
continuing  in  the  Lord’s  Word  by  faith.  But  the  truth  of  God,  presented 
in  His  Word  is  one  and  unchangeable,  and  must  be  the  same  in  all  cases ; 
all  Christians  have  the  same  revelation,  and  cannot  have  another  truth ; 
another  would  not  be  truth,  but  error. 

And  in  this  truth  there  can  be  but  one  faith.  The  Holy  Spirit  does 
not  in  one  work  confidence  in  lies  while  in  the  other  he  works  confidence 
in  revealed  truth.  The  object  to  be  apprehended  by  faith  is  the  same  in 
all  cases,  and  the  aim  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  secure  in  all  a  correct,  and 
therefore  the  same  apprehension  of  that  object,  which  is  infallibly  cer¬ 
tain  and  which  should  be  firmly  believed,  that  all  might  be  perfectly 
joined  together  in  the  same  mind.  The  faith  which  believes  is  adapted 
to  the  faith  which  is  believed,  both  having  the  same  Author  and  being- 
given  for  the  same  end,  that  we  might  be  saved.  There  is  but  one  faith 
that  embraces,  as  there  is  but  one  truth  that  is  embraced,  and  in  this 
truth  those  must  be  one  who  would  be  united. 

But  it  is  said  that  while  the  Word  of  God  infallibly  contains  the  truth, 
our  perception  is  not  infallibly  correct ;  and  upon  this,  the  theory  has 
been  built,  that  diversities  in  the  apprehension  of  the  same  truth  must 
necessarily  exist,  and  that  we  cannot  be  commanded  to  be  of  the  same  , 
mind  in  the  sense  of  having  the  same  faith,  since  this  is  impossible.  It 
is  therefore  presumed  that  whatever  the  meaning  of  these  and  similar 
words  of  Scripture  may  be,  they  cannot  make  agreement  in  the  faith  a 
condition  of  union.  This  assumption  is  not  only  without  all  warrant  in 
Scripture,  but  is  pernicious  in  itself  and  in  its  consequences.  Our  ap¬ 
prehension  of  truth  is  not  claimed  to  be  infallible.  But  the  truth  is 


revealed — the  Bible  contains  it  with  clearness.  Of  what  use  could  the 
truth  of  God  be  to  the  Church  or  the  world,  if,  when  appropriated  by 
man,  it  immediately  became  human  error,  or  at  least  doubtful  opinion, 
giving  rise  to  endless  disputations?  Does  the  pure  truth  of  the  Word 
lose  any  of  its  characteristics  as  truth  by  passing  into  our  minds?  Is  it 
absolutely  true  in  itself  that  Christ  died  to  save  sinners,  but  not  certainly 
true  to  us,  because,  forsooth,  we  are  not  infallible?  If  the  truth  is  not 
brought  into  man’s  possession,  it  is  either  because  God  would  not  or 
could  not  clearly  communicate  it,  or  because  man  closes  his  mind  and 
heart  against  it.  To  say  that  the  Author  of  Language  is  unable  so  to 
clothe  the  saving  truth  in  words  that  it  will  be  easily  intelligible  to  man, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  that,  although  there  is  no  way 
of  salvation  without  its  possession,  He  would  not  so  communicate  it,  is 
reckless  trifling  with  holy  things.  What  we  can  say  and  must  say,  when 
people  will  sit  in  darkness,  notwithstanding  the  bright  shining  of  the 
word,  is  this:  “If  our  Gospel  be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  lost;  in 
whom  the  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe 
not,  lest  the  light  of  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  image  of 
God,  should  shine  unto  them.”  2  Cor.  4  :  3,  4.  The  Scriptures  are  per¬ 
spicuous,  and  God  gives  His  Spirit  to  lead  those  who  are  willing,  into  the 
truth.  That  there  are  fallible  men  does  not  render  the  infallibly  revealed 
truth  uncertain.  So  far  as  faith  has  a  clear  word  of  the  Lord  to  rest 
upon,  it  cannot  be  shaken  by  the  cry  that  it  may  be  in  error.  Suppose 
it  may ;  does  that  prove  that  it  is  ?  W e  may  err,  but  those  who  would 
drive  us  from  our  position  must  show  that  we  have  erred,  which  is  not  so 
easy  as  to  assume  that,  because  we  are  fallible,  we  must  meekly  admit 
that  we  have  erred  wherever  men  may  choose  to  say  so.  Faith  is 
made  of  stuff  too  stern  to  consent  to  this.  It  is  certain  when  it 
has  a  clear,  certain  word  of  the  Lord  to  rest  upon;  when  it  ceases 
to  have  such  a  clear  foundation,  and  thus  ceases  to  be  certain,  it 
ceases  also  to  be  faith.  That  which  is  undergoing  constant  modification 
and  variation  is  not  Divine  truth ;  what  was  such  a  thousand  years  ago, 
is  the  same  to-day  and  will  be  forever.  Human  opinions  shift  and  change, 
because  they  have  no  firm  ground  of  unchanging,  objective  truth  upon 
which  to  rest;  but  faith,  supported  by  the  firm,  perspicuous  Word  of  the 
Lord,  is  steadfast,  and  will  not  yield,  even  though  division  should  be  fore¬ 
seen  to  be  the  result  of  refusal.  The  Bible  teaches  no  mutability  of 
truth ;  it  affirms  the  unchanging  character  of  the  Word,  and  requires  us 
so  to  receive  it,  that  we  may  be  “steadfast,  immovable,”  “that  we  hence¬ 
forth  be  no  more  children,  tossed  to  and  fro,  and  carried  about  with 
every  wind  of  doctrine.”  1  Cor.  15:58;  Epli.  4 : 14.  Those  who  have 
this  truth  must  retain  it  at  all  hazards,  and  cannot  confess  agreement 


with  those  who  doubt  it  or  deny  it,  because  there  is  no  agreement,  and 
the  Christian  abominates  mere  pretense  and  sham.  If  we  are  not  per¬ 
fectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind,  by  having  the  same  faith  in  the 
same  truth,  no  external  appearance  of  a  union  will  be  of  any  permanence 
or  any  value.  Faith  cannot  find  pleasure  in  any  union  that  ignores  unity. 
In  its  very  nature  it  is  hostile  to  all  false  unions,  which  are  in  reality 
none.  It  will  not  sacrifice  the  truth,  and  the  salvation  which  it  secures, 
for  any  earthly  treasure  or  advantage.  And  if  it  must  be  taunted  by 
those  who  understand  not  its  nature,  as  proud  and  presumptuous,  because 
it  will  not  allow  every  form  of  doctrine  to  be  entitled  to  equal  respect 
with  the  form  of  sound  words  which  it  holds  fast,  it  is  able  meekly  to 
bear  it  all  for  the  dear  Lord’s  sake.  We  know  that  faith  is  often  weak 
and  wavers  where  it  ought  to  be  immovably  fixed,  as  we  often  creep  in 
obedience  to  our  Father’s  behests  when  we  ought  to  fly ;  but  this  occurs 
when  faith,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,  renders  their  existence  a 
certainty  to  our  minds ;  how  would  it  then  be  if  we  deemed  their  reality 
dubious  ?  If  we  cling  so  feebly  to  the  unseen  treasures  laid  before  us  in 
the  Word,  while  we  are  sure  that  they  exist,  and  are  as  precious  as  the 
Word  represents  them,  are  we  not  insuring  our  damnation  by  agreeing  to 
treat  their  very  existence,  as  presented  to  us  in  the  Word,  as  a  matter  of 
indifference  and  of  doubt?  We  must  use  plainness  of  speech;  it  is  im¬ 
possible  for  us,  because  it  jeopardizes  our  very  hopes  of  heaven,  to  unite 
for  church  purposes  without  being  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same 
mind  by  holding  the  same  faith  in  the  same  truth. 

II.  But  a  second  condition  of  Christian  union  is  that  we  all  speak  the 
same  thing — that  we  have  the  same  confession  of  the  same  faith. 

Fault-finding  people  consider  it  an  evidence  of  Lutheran  obstinacy  and 
opiniativeness  that  we  ask,  as  a  condition  of  union  with  others,  something 
more  even  than  agreement  in  the  faith — that  we  demand  the  same  con¬ 
fession  of  the  faith  living  in  the  soul.  It  is  not  a  little  singular  that,  in 
these  crooked  times,  Satan  has  been  so  signally  successful  in  perverting 
the  ways  of  the  Lord,  that  the  very  reverse  of  what  Jesus  enjoins,  many 
of  His  professed  disciples  deem  right.  It  passes  for  humility,  in  the  eyes 
of  many,  when  heedless  Christians  are  willing  to  let  man’s  thoughts  stand 
on  an  equality  with  God’s  truth,  thus  proudly  claiming  for  the  human, 
the  same  authority  as  for  the  Divine,  even  though  it  be  by  degrading  the 
latter  to  the  level  of  the  former ;  and  it  is  censured  as  pride,  when  con¬ 
scientious  men,  bound  by  the  Word  of  God  that  they  cannot  do  otherwise, 
cling  to  the  right  at  all  hazards,  though  multitudes  entreat  them  to  desist 
and  not  to  trouble  Israel  with  their  stubbornness.  We  must  learn  to 
view  it  as  a  very  small  thing  that  we  should  be  judged  of  man’s  judg¬ 
ment;  and  if  men  will  smile  at  our  simplicity  and  sneer  at  our  arrogance, 
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when  we  claim  unity  of  confession  as  a  condition  of  united  labor,  be  it  so  ; 
we  quietly  point  to  the  YvT ord  and  let  the  foe  rage. 

A  living  faith  presses  vigorously  toward  the  light ;  it  would  become 
manifest,  and  struggles  for  utterance.  A  cold,  indifferent,  lifeless  thing 
that  merely  lies  as  a  leaden  lump  in  the  way  of  the  heart’s  throbbings 
and  the  mind’s  soarings,  has  no  impulse  outward  as  it  has  no  aspiration 
upward,  though  it  is  sometimes  dignified  with  the  sweet  name  of  that 
busy,  active  power  of  God  in  the  Christian  soul  we  call  faith.  “From 
the  fullness  of  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh.”  The  fountain  flows  because 
it  cannot  help  it ;  the  flowers  lay  open  their  beauty  to  the  sun  because 
they  cannot  help  it ;  it  is  their  nature  ;  God  has  made  them  thus.  The 
Christian’s  heart  pours  forth  its  streams  of  praise  to  God  because  it  is 
full  and  must  run  over.  We  do  confess  Thee,  0  Christ !  Lamb  of  God  that 
taketli  away  the  sins  of  the  world,  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour ;  we 
cannot  help  it ;  God  has  made  the  Christian  heart  thus.  Nor  would  w'e 
help  it,  0  Thou  joy  and  solace  of  our  souls  !  nor  would  we  help  it.  The 
Saviour  came  to  seek  us,  and  found  us  poor,  forlorn,  condemned  :  all  full 
of  sores  and  hideous  blots  :  He  redeemed  us,  and  washed  us  in  His  own 
blood,  and  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God ;  us  worthless  beggars  he 
raised  to  royalty  !  He  transferred  us  from  the  vile  dungeon,  where  we 
deserve  to  be,  to  the  palace  of  the  King  of  kings,  where  not  the  best  of 
sinful  men  deserves  to  be.  He  hath  dealt  with  us  in  such  mercy  as  tongue 
can  never  express ;  should  we,  could  we  wish  to  say  nothing  about  it  and 
about  Him  ?  No,  there  is  a  prompting  within  which  cannot  be  satisfied 
without  confession;  we  must  tell  what  a  dear  Saviour  we  have  found. 
But  this  confession  is  not  only  a  spontaneous  outflow  of  faith  :  it  is  a 
voluntary  utterance  also,  for  noble  purposes  which  are  clearly  before  our 
minds.  We  must  tell  how  the  dear  Saviour  may  always  be  found,  and 
that  He  may  be  found  in  His  appointed  way  by  all;  whosoever  will,  let 
Him  come.  It  is  impossible  that  a  soul  should  have  been  fully  conscious 
of  its  lost  condition,  ruined  by  sin,  and  then  of  its  complete  salvation  in 
Jesus,  without  any  price  paid  or  to  be  paid  by  us,  since  He  has  paid  the 
whole  enormous  price,  which  we  could  not  pay,  in  our  stead,  without 
having  some  wish  that  others  too  might  participate  in  the  happiness  which 
it  enjoys.  They  cannot  have  realized  the  wretchedness  of  sin  and  the 
blessedness  of  salvation,  who  can  hear  unmoved  the  groans  of  the  perish¬ 
ing,  who  long  and  cry  for  help,  or  their  more  piteous  laughter  whose 
giddy  hearts  perceive  not  the  ruin  near,  and  scorn  all  help. 

The  heart  that  has  believed  the  love  which  God  hath  to  us  in  Christ,  has 
learned  to  pity  others  in  their  woe.  Love  prompts  to  confession ;  it  bids 
us  tell  what  has  been  done  for  ruined  man  to  compass  his  salvation, 
and  tell  what  must  be  done  that  salvation  may  be  ours.  He  is  far  from 
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having  the  one  faith  who  cruelly  turns  from  his  fellow-sinners  without  a 
wish  to  win  them  for  Jesus  or  bring  them  to  peace.  It  is  not  the  Chris¬ 
tian  heart  that  says,  “what  is  that  to  me  ?”  when  appeals  are  made  for 
help,  that  the  Gospel  may  be  brought  to  perishing  millions  who  are  yet 
in  darkness  and  under  the  curse.  To  the  soul  that  has  found  peace  and 
joy  in  Christ  that  is  something.  It  is  something  to  me  if  my  neighbor 
has  pain  to  bear ;  it  is  much  to  me  if  his  soul  is  in  daily  danger  of  the 
everlasting  burning.  For  the  love  which  the  Christian  soul  bears  to  men 
it  would  confess  Christ  before  all,  that  others  may  be  induced  to  come  to 
the  green  pastures,  beside  the  still  waters  of  the  quickening  Word.  But 
more  yet,  if  this  may  be,  is  the  Christian  man  impelled  to  make  such 
confession  for  the  desire  which  he  feels  to  glorify  God.  He  wmuld  not 
have  the  honor  ascribed  to  the  creature  which  belongs  only  to  the  Creator. 
He  would  not  have  the  error  prevail  that  the  happiness  which  is  his  in 
the  hope  of  glory,  is  the  result  of  human  wisdom  or  human  effort.  He 
would  not  have  others  think  that  he  has  secured  his  salvation  by  his  own 
ingenuity  or  by  his  own  piety.  He  would  not  have  men  receive  the  credit 
for  any  good  work,  even,  that  the  Lord  has  enabled  a  disciple  to  do  through 
grace,  nor  to  give  the  honor  of  noble  deeds,  commanded  to  be  done  in  the 
Church  for  his  glory,  to  organizations  that  are  not  of  His  institution, 
which  do  not  work  in  His  name,  and  which  detract  from  the  glory  of 
Christ  in  proportion  as  they  confer  praise  upon  men  for  deeds  which 
should  have  been  done  in  His  body,  the  Church.  Our  heart’s  desire 
must  be  to  make  His  praise  glorious  throughout  the  earth ;  not  seeking 
our  own  honor,  but  the  honor  of  Him  who  made  us  and  saved  us.  We 
must  decrease  that  Fie  may  increase.  We  labor  not  to  restore  humanity 
by  powers  within  itself,  by  arousing  it  to  activity  through  an  ambition 
to  exalt  itself  and  maintain  its  honor.  Its  honor  is  ignominy  and  shame ; 
it  is  wrecked  and  disgraced,  and  can  find  true  honor  only  in  confessing 
it.  We  would  introduce  a  new  power — the  power  which  lias  given  us 
new  life  and  made  us  a  joyful  people — Christianity.  To  honor  this,  to 
adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things,  is  our  calling  now ; 
and  in  the  Christian’s  eyes  man  merely  makes  himself  ridiculous  by  the 
pompous  inanities  and  vanities  with  which  he  would  reform  the  world 
without  Christ.  “Not  unto  us,  0  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  Thy  name 
give  glory,  for  Thy  mercy  and  Thy  truth’s  sake.”  “  Unto  Him  that  is 
able  to  do  exceeding  abundantly  above  all  that  we  ask  or  think, 
according  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto  Him  be  glory  in  the 
Church  by  Christ  Jesus  throughout  all  ages,  world  without  end.”  Epli. 
3:  20,21.  Unto  Him  be  glory  in  the  Church  by  Christ  Jesus — this 
is  the  Christian’s  watchword ;  always  glorifying  God,  always  doing  this 
in  the  Church,  always  accomplishing  it  by  Christ  Jesus.  That  the 
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praise  may  all  be  given  to  God,  be  confesses  the  truth  —  the  whole 
truth  of  God,  every  portion  of  which  is  precious,  and  seeks  to  recommend 
the  truth  by  the  conformity  of  his  life  with  the  confession  of  his  lips. 
These  powerful  motives  are  strengthened  and  increased  by  the  words  of 
our  Saviour  :  “  Whosoever  shall  confess  me  before  men,  him  will  I  con¬ 
fess  also  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  But  whosoever  shall  deny 
me  before  men,  him  will  I  also  deny  before  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven.” 
Matt.  10  :  32,  33,  and  by  St.  Paul’s  words  of  similar  import :  “  If  thou 
shalt  confess  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  shalt  believe  in  thine 
heart  that  God  hath  raised  Him  from  the  dead,  thou  shalt  be  saved.  For 
with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto  rightousness ;  and  with  the  mouth 
confession  is  made  unto  salvation.”  Horn.  10:  9,10.  The  impulse  in 
living  faith  to  come  forth  to  the  light,  and  the  necessity  of  doing  this  to 
accomplish  the  end  of  Christianity  are  so  great,  that  the  absence  of  such 
confession  is  ordinarily  tantamount  to  the  absence  of  such  faith.  The 
Christian  believes  and  therefore  speaks. 

But  he  is  not  alone  is  his  confession.  He  speaks  the  same  thing  with 
other  Christians  who  have  the  same  faith.  They  become  externally  one 
by  indentity  of  confession,  as  they  are  internally  one  by  identity  of  faith. 
We  are  at  home  wherever  we  hear  words  that  adequately  express  the 
assurance  of  our  hearts,  for  we  recognize  brethren  there  who  are  joined 
with  us  in  the  same  mind.  This  agreement  is  the  ground  of  the  union  of 
Christians  in  one  congregation.  They  will  not  unite  with  those  who  teach 
otherwise  than  God’s  Word  teaches.  They  are  required  to  flee  such, 
they  can  find  no  delight  in  their  unsound  words.  “  Now  I  beseech  you, 
brethren,  mark  them  which  cause  divisions  and  offenses  contrary  to  the 
doctrine  which  ye  have  learned;  and  avoid  them.”  Bom.  16:  17.  In 
itself  it  would  matter  little  what  words  are  used  if  they  only  adequately 
express  the  faith,  because  no  confession  as  such  is  inspired.  But 
when  the  faith  which  energized  and  gladdened  the  souls  of  the  heroes 
of  the  Beformation  dwells  in  our  hearts,  how  could  we  fail  to  find  a  faith¬ 
ful  as  well  as  beautiful  expression  for  it  in  the  form  in  which  they  found 
it  adequately  expressed  ?  If  the  Augustana  delights  one  not,  must  we 
not  naturally  infer  that  the  faith  of  the  Augustana  lives  not  in  his  soul  ? 
We  want  the  same  confession  of  the  same  faith,  that  we  may  all  speak  the 
same  thing,  and  that  there  may  be  no  divisions  among  us.  Departure 
from  the  confession  of  the  true  faith  makes  divisions ;  but  the  rent  is 
always  made  by  those  who  depart  from,  not  those  who  cling  to,  the  pure 
word.  There  is  a  sin  where  an  ecclesiastical  rupture  takes  place  ;  there 
is  a  sin  where  professing  Christians  cannot  unite ;  but  the  sin  is  with 
those  who  turn  away  from  the  words  of  truth  uttered  by  our  fathers,  and 
refuse  to  speak  the  same  thing.  And  if  we  should  be  told  that,  after  all, 
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each  one  must,  by  the  Bible,  judge  for  himself  who  has  the  truth,  we 
grant  it — we  grant  it  all.  We  grant  that  the  Confession  must  be  judged 
by  the  Word,  and  it  must  fall  if  it  cannot’abide  the  test.  God  is  over  all, 
and  God  rules  by  His  quick  and  powerful  Word  ;  we  are  bought  at  too 
great  a  price  to  think  now  of  becoming  the  servants  of  men.  We  can 
allow  no  authority  over  the  conscience  but  God’s,  whom  to  serve  is  liberty 
and  honor.  To  Him  alone  we  bow,  and  the  truth  of  our  Symbols  binds 
us  only  because  it  is  God’s  truth,  which  can  neither  gain  nor  lose  in  its 
authority  by  being  expressed  in  the  Symbols.  That  it  is  the  truth  we 
know  from  G  od’s  unerring  Word ;  we  are  willing  to  hazard  all  upon  it  : 
we  are  willing  to  stand  before  our  Judge  upon  it.  If  others  cannot  em¬ 
brace  it — if  they  cannot  so  see  it  as  we  see  it — if  they  are  tossed  about  by 
conflicts  and  doubts — if  they  deny  even  that  it  is  truth — we  can  pity 
them,  we  can  labor  for  them,  we  can,  as  long  as  they  do  not  contumaciously 
struggle  against  the  light  shining  on  them,  pray  for  them ;  but  we  can¬ 
not  cease  to  urge  as  a  condition  of  union  that  we  must  all  speak  the  same 
thing.  If  you  suppose  still,  that  the  blame  of  division  may  as  well  be 
ours  as  theirs,  who  differ  with  us,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  such  a 
supposition,  if  you  will  not  submit  to  the  Word  which  decides.  We  have 
only  to  say  that  God  is  the  Judge;  and  look  ye  well  to  it,  whether  you 
have  the  assurance  of  faith  that  dreads  not  the  judgment. 

III.  But  there  is  a  third  condition  of  union  that  remains  to  be  noticed. 
We  must  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  judgment  as  well  as  in 
the  same  mind.  The  apostle  requires  us  to  form  the  same  practical  con¬ 
clusions  upon  the  basis  of  an  agreement  in  the  faith,  that  the  same  mind 
may  become  manifest  in  the  harmonious  co-operation  of  all.  We  must 
have  the  same  judgment  under  the  same  confession. 

In  the  domain  of  faith  this  presents  no  difficulty.  Where  God  has  pro¬ 
nounced  a  judgment  in  His  Word,  we  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  say  our 
Amen  to  it.  There  can  be  no  room  for  differences  of  opinion  where  all 
opinions  are  prohibited  and  implicit  submission  to  the  Word  is  demanded. 
Those  who  will  not  yield  we  must  simply  avoid.  But  there  is  a  large 
domain  beside  that  of  revelation  and  faith,  the  domain  of  reason  and  lib¬ 
erty,  and  the  Christian  Church,  under  the  guidance  of  her  faith  and  char¬ 
ity,  moves  to  some  extent  within  it.  Subjects  are  introduced  for  discussion 
in  congregations  and  synods  upon  which  the  Divine  Word  gives  no  explicit 
decision,  and  yet  the  prosperity  of  Zion  requires  that  they  should  be  deci¬ 
ded.  In  matters  of  faith,  two  conflicting  opinions  cannot  both  be  right, 
But  in  matters  of  liberty,  where  God  has  given  us  no  special  directions, 
because  God  is  always  right,  and  whatever  opposes  Him  is  always  wrong, 
one  judgment  may  conflict  specifically  with  another  and  neither  be 
sinful.  This  is  because  the  subject  lies  in  the  sphere  of  the  indifferent, 


where  man’s  mind  must  decide  according  to  the  circumstances,  and  where 
the  decision  does  therefore  not  directly  affect  the  conscience.  Those  who 
pertinaciously  insist  on  their  own  views  of  expediency  here,  preferring 
discord  and  division  to  the  relinquishment  of  personal  preferences,  are 
as  far  from  Christian  fidelity  as  those. who  would  yield  the  truth  which 
God  commands  us  to  hold  fast,  for  the  accommodation  of  men.  We 
must  have  the  same  judgment  in  things  indifferent,  it  is  true;  but  if  wre 
are  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind,  giving  utterance  to  the  same 
faith  in  the  same  confession,  we  shall  be  agreed  as  to  the  fact  that  they 
are  indifferent,  after  which  all  will  easily  reach  the  same  judgment,  be¬ 
cause  they  would  not  think  of  themselves  more  highly  than  they  ought 
to  think,  but  gladly  submit  their  own  views  to  the  decision  of  the  majority, 
and  right  cordially  adopt  their  judgment.  This  is  the  proper  place  for 
the  exhibition  of  humility,  yielding  our  opinions,  if  the  greater  number 
think  this  best,  that  we  may  guard  against  causing  divisions.  There  can 
be  no  union  without  this.  For  whilst  our  faith  must  be  one  and  the 
same  because  G  od  gives  it,  our  opinions  will  be  many  because  man  forms 
them ;  in  the  latter  we  can  be  just  as  pliant  as  in  the  former  we  must  be 
immovable  ;  and  the  refusal  of  all  to  yield  in  a  matter  of  opinion  neces¬ 
sitates  division  without  cause  in  conscience.  What  is  human  merely 
cannot  be  of  such  great  value  that  we  could  not  sacrifice  it  for  the  sake 
of  peace  and  harmony.  Being  one  in  the  faith  and  confession,  it  should 
not  seem  an  onerous  thing  to  us,  to  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the 
same  judgment,  even  at  the  cost  of  some  pet  views  and  prized  opinions. 
In  all  indifferent  matters,  Lutherans  are  always  ready  to  yield  with  cheer¬ 
fulness  for  the  sake  of  peace,  provided  only  they  be  not  asked  at  the  same 
time  to  yield  the  truth  that  the  matters  in  question  are  indifferent.  It  is 
a  condition  of  union  that  we  have  the  same  judgment  under  the  same 
confession. 

Brethren,  the  safety  of  our  Church  lies  in  her  fidelity  to  the  truth,  where¬ 
in  lies  also  her  chief  glory.  She  cannot  bear  to  have  her  jewels  pronounced 
worthless,  because  it  is  an  insult  to  her  Lord  and  an  injury  to  her  children  : 
she  cannot  own  as  children  those  who  join  in  such  insult  and  injury.  Nor 
can  she  brook  concealment  of  the  heart’s  sentiments.  Confident  of  her  own 
purity,  and  not  ashamed  of  her  Lord,  she  is  open,  and  honest,  and  frank. 
Knowing  in  whom  she  believes,  she  is  fearless  as  she  is  free.  She  asks  all  to 
speak  out  candidly  and  wants  no  coalition  in  the  dark.  If  you  will  speak  the  » 
same  thing  with  her,  she  will  praise  the  Lord  for  His  goodness  in  guiding 
you  ;  if  you  will  not,  she  goes  on  her  way  of  blessedness  and  leaves  you  in 
the  hands  of  God.  She  wants  no  shuffling  and  no  shirking.  She  bears 
an  honest  heart  and  wears  an  honest  face,  and  desires  no  dishonest  sons. 
She  is  free  to  say  what  she  receives  and  what  she  condemns,  and  can  no 
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more  walk  hand  in  hand  with  those  who  will  not  condemn  what  her  Lord 
condemns,  than  with  those  who  will  not  receive  what  her  Lord  bestows. 
She  hates  sin  in  all  its  forms  just  as  heartily  as  she  loves  righteousness,  and 
can  no  more  be  indifferent  to  the  condemnation  of  error  than  to  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  truth.  She  most  heartily  desires  and  prays  for  the  union  of  Chris¬ 
tians;  but  two  things  are  dearer  to  her  than  such  union,  and  she  seeks  these 
first:  the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  souls.  She  will  not  unite 
with  those  who  ask  it  as  a  condition  that  she  dishonor  her  Lord  by  deny¬ 
ing  or  ignoring  the  truth ;  she  will  not  unite  with  those  who  ask  it  as  a 
condition  that  she  surrender  any  portion  of  the  truth  which  makes  souls 
free  :  she  must  hold  this  fast,  that  no  man  take  her  crown.  God  help 
her,  she  cannot  do  otherwise.  She  heartily  seeks  and  sighs  for  union, 
but  under  the  apostolic  condition,  that  all  have  the  same  faith  in  the  same 
truth,  the  same  confession  of  the  same  faith,  the  same  judgment  un¬ 
der  the  same  confession.  God  has  brought  us  here  to  consult  unon  a 
closer  union  between  those  who  are  in  much,  united  already.  May  His 
Spirit  be  upon  us  all,  that  our  Convention  may  tend  to  His  glory 
through  our  fidelity  to  the  good  Confession  of  the  true  Church  !  May  He 
richly  bless  us,  that  we  may  all  speak  the  same  thing,  and  that  there  be 
no  divisions  among  us;  but  that  we  may  be  perfectly  joined  together  in 
the  same  mind  and  in  the  same  judgment! 

Even  so,  Lord  Jesus  !  Amen. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

FIRST  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

GENERAL  COUNCIL. 


Representatives  from  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods  which 
had  adopted  certain  “  Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity,”  and 
a  proposed  Constitution,  agreed  upon  by  a  Convention  in  session, 
December  12,  13  and  14,  A.  D.  1866,  at  Reading,  Penn’a.,  met, 
according  to  notice,  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  “  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,”  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  Rev.  J.  A.  Kunkleman, 
Pastor,  on  Wednesday,  Nov.  20th,  A.  D.  186T,  and  were  called  to 
order  by  Rev.  G.  Bassler,  President  of  the  Reading  Convention. 

After  singing  Hymn  4,  from  the  u  Jubilee  Service,”  prepared  by 
Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  the  Convention  was  opened  according  to 
form  set  forth  in  the  Liturgy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod. 

Credentials  were  offered,  and  the  following  Synods  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  placed  upon  the 


E  G  I  S  T  E  R  . 


German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and  Adjacent 

States. 

Organized ,  Trinity  Sunday ,  A.  D.  1748. 


MINISTERS. 

Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D., 

“  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 
u  W.  J.  Mann,  D.  D., 

“  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  I).  D., 
“  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D., 

“  B.  M.  Schmucker, 

“  S.  K.  Brobst, 

“  C.  F.  Weldin, 

“  E.  Greenwald,  D.  D. 


LAYMEN. 

Chas.  F.  Norton, 

H.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.  L)., 
L.  L.  Houpt, 

Henry  Lehman, 

S.  Gross  Fry, 

Henry  L.  Mattes, 

Christian  Pretz. 
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Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministsrium  of  the  State  of  Hew  York 

O 

and  Adjacent  States  and  Countries. 

Organized, ,  A.  D.  1787. 

Rev.  R.  Adelberg,  Fred  Dauer. 

“  C.  F.  E.  Stohlman,  D.  D., 

“  E.  Hoffman. 

English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Ohio, 

Organized ,  Trinity  Sunday ,  A.  D.  1836. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Roof,  Jno.  Baughman. 

“  Jno.  Rugan. 

Pittsburgh  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

O) ganized,  January  15,  A.  D.  18-15. 

Rev.  G\  Bassler, 

“  H.  W.  Roth,  Thos.  H.  Lane, 

u  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  I).,  A.  Louis  Thiel. 

“  G.  A.  Wenzel. 

German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Wisconsin  and  Adjacent  States. 

Organized ,  May  26,  A.  D.  1850. 

Rev.  Prof.  Jno.  Bading, 

“  “  A.  Martin, 

“  “  A.  Hoenecke. 

German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa. 

Organized ,  A.  D.  1854. 

Rev.  Gr.  Grossman, 

“  Prof.  G.  Fritschel, 

“  a  S.  Fritschel. 

English  Evangelical  Lutheran  District  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States. 

Organized ,  August ,  A.  D.  1857. 

Rev.  D.  Worley, 

££  G.  W.  Mechling,  J.  A.  Estill,  M.  D., 

££  C.  Albrecht.  J.  J.  Bierer. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Michigan  and  other  States. 

Organized ,  A.  D.  1858. 

Rev.  S.  Klingman.  IT.  Beck. 

Scandinavian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Augustana  Synod. 

Organized ,  June  5,  A.  D.  1860. 

Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist, 

££  0.  J.  Hattlestadt, 

“  Ed.  Carlson. 


Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Minnesota  and  Adjacent  States. 

Organized ,  November ,  A.  D.  18G0. 

Rev.  C.  F.  Ileyer, 

“  Gr.  Fachtmann. 

Evangelical  Lntheran  Synod  of  Canada. 

Organized ,  July,  A.  D.  18(31. 

Rev.  J.  Fishburn, 

“  C.  F.  \V.  Rechenberg. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Illinois  and  Aljaoent  States. 
Organized ,  August  24,  A.  D.  18G7. 

Rev.  S.  L.  Ilarkey, 

“  F.  Erdman.  Ed.  Roessler. 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent  States. 
Rev.  Gr.  Cronenwett, 

“  F.  A.  Ilerzberger, 

“  Gr.  Baughman. 


List  of  Lutheran  Ministers  whose  names 

were 

sent  up  to  the  Sscretarie: 

ev. 

Prof.  Conr.  Achenbach, 

Rev. 

F.  Richards, 

u 

A.  S.  Bartholomew, 

Cl 

A.  Reinke, 

Cl 

W.  A.  Bowman, 

Cl 

W.  Stubuatzy, 

u 

C.  Bauman, 

cc 

S.  Stock, 

a 

W.  C.  Barnett, 

Cl 

W.  J.  Schroyer, 

ic 

T.  W.  Corbet, 

Cl 

J.  L.  Steirwelt, 

Cl 

A.  Detzer, 

Cl 

S.  Umbaugh, 

u 

J.  A.  Kunkleman, 

u 

J.  Weber, 

Cl 

S.  Laird, 

ll 

S.  Weber, 

Cl 

Prof.  R.  Lange, 

Cl 

D.  M.  Weisman, 

Cl 

A.  Id.  Myers, 

cc 

W.  0.  Wilson. 

On  motion,  Risolverf,  That  since  the  proper  documents  did  not 
reach  the  Augustan  a  Synod  in  time  for  their  adoption,  and  as  the 
purpose  of  that  body  is  manifest  in  the  presence  of  a  delegation  in 
our  midst,  that  its  delegates  be  received  as  members  of  this  Con- 
ven  tion. 

The  names  of  the  several  delegations  were  now  called,  and  in 
accordance  with  a  motion  to  that  effect,  tock  places  as  assigned 
them  in  the  body  of  the  church. 

President  Bassler  presented  his  report.  The  report  was  received 
and  its  further  consideration  deferred. 
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Report  of  the  President. 

Respected  and  dear  Brethren  : 

Thus  fur  has  the  Lord  helped  us,  and  it  is  marvelous 
in  our  eyes.  God  has  done  great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are 
glad.  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me,  bless 
his  holy  name. 

It  is  especially  wonderful  in  our  eyes  that  here,  at  Fort  Wayne, 
in  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  where,  eighteen  months 
ago,  the  Mother  Synod,  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  was  most 
unjustly  deprived  of  her  rights,  because  she  had  given  testimony  to 
the  pure  faith  of  our  Church,  and  where  the  minority  of  the  former 
General  Synod  were  made  to  realize,  that  in  that  body,  as  then 
constituted,  there  was  no  hope  for  the  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Un¬ 
altered  Augsburg;  Confession,  we  should  now  be  assembled,  dele- 
gates  from  eleven  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods,  in  order  to  organize 
a  General  Council,  based  on  the  Confessions  of  the  Church  taken 
“in  their  own,  true,  native,  original  and  only  sense,”  to  form  a 
body,  whose  members  not  only  agree  to  use  the  same  words,  but 
to  use  them  and  understand  them  in  one  and  the  same  sense. 

That  so  many  persons  should  come  together — persons  who  have 
been  educated  in  different  institutions,  under  diverse  influences — 
even  in  different  countries  and  using  different  languages,  and  yet 
should  be  able  to  see  eye  to  eye,  so  far  as  to  use  the  same  words  in 
declaring  their  apprehension  of  God’s  Word,  i.  e .,  in  the  confession 
of  their  faith  ;  and  not  only  to  use  the  same  words,  but  to  use  these 
words  in  one  and  the  same  sense,  is  certainly  the  work  of  God’s 
Holy  Spirit.  To  God  belongs  all  the  glory,  and  to  Him  shall  be  all 
the  praise. 

And  shall  not  this  Jubilee  Year  of  the  great  Reformation  be 
marked  by  the  final,  successful  and  permanent  organization  of  the 
General  Council  ?  Shall  not  our  children,  at  the  next  Jubilee  of 
this  great  work  of  God,  among  other  great  events  in  the  history  of 
our  Church,  make  mention  of  this  also,  and  praise  God  for  this  re¬ 
vival  of  the  pure  faith  of  our  Evangelical  Church  ?  This  is  our 
prayer,  this  is  our  hope;  nay,  this  is  our  confidence. 

It  was  made  the  duty  of  your  Chairman  to  distribute  the  “  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Convention”  held  at  Reading  in  December  last, 
containing  the  Fundamental  Principles,  and  also  the  proposed  Con- 


stitution,  prepared  by  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  same  Con¬ 
vention.  In  accomplishing  this  most  important  work,  there  were 
unavoidable  delays,  through  which  these  documents  did  not  reach 
several  Synods  in  time  for  consideration  at  their  Conventions. 
None  were  more  disappointed  than  he  to  whom  this  duty  had  been 
entrusted.  What  influence  may  have  been  thus  exerted  upon  the 
action  of  those  Synods,  your  Chairman  is  not  able  to  decide ;  but 
we  confidently  entertain  the  hope  that  the  good  cause  will  not 
suffer  in  consequence  of  this  failure. 

The  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio,  except  the  English  District,  has  not 
adopted  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  is  not  prepared  to  unite,  as 
vTe  had  hoped,  fully  wdth  us  at  this  time.  But  they  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  invitation  to  send  delegates  to  sit  in  conference 
on  such  subjects  of  difference  as  may  exist  between  us.  One  with 
us  in  the  faith,  standing  upon  an  unequivocal  acceptance  of  the 
Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,  we  have  but  little  doubt  that 
sooner  or  later  vTe  shall  welcome  them  to  full  membership.  In  the 
mean  time,  wTe  rejoice  to  see  their  delegates,  and  welcome  them  to  a 
seat  in  our  midst. 

The  several  Districts  of  the  Missouri  Synod  have  not  accepted 
our  invitation,  no  doubt  sincerely  believing  that  it  was  not  the  most 
suitable  time  to  discuss  the  important  questions,  on  which  they 
desire  a  full  and  free  conference,  so  that  there  may  be  no  misunder¬ 
standing  subsequent  to  a  more  intimate  union.  The  joint  letter 
of  the  different  Synods  is  hereby  submitted  to  the  Convention,  for 
such  action  as  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

There  are,  doubtless,  various  amendments  suggested  by  some  of 
the  Synods  adopting  the  proposed  Constitution.  As  the  Chairman 
has  not  been  informed  of  these  amendments,  except  in  the  case  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  he  wrould  express  the  hope  that  the  several 
delegations  will  present  these  wdien  the  several  sections  may  be 
under  consideration. 

The  Chair  wTould  most  gratefully  acknowledge  the  cordial  invi¬ 
tation  which  this  Congregation  has  extended  to  the  Convention  to 
assemble  in  their  house  of  worship  and  to  enjoy  their  hospitality. 
May  He  who  has  declared  that  a  cup  of  cold  water  given  to  one  of 
his  disciples  in  the  name  of  a  disciple  should  not  be  unrewarded, 
abundantly  reward  these  Christian  brethren. 

In  conclusion,  may  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  the  Lord 
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Jesus,  smile  on  us  and  on  our  work  ;  and  may  He  who  has  begun 
the  good  work,  carry  it  on  among  us  and  by  us  even  ur.to  perfection, 
and  to  Him  be  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and  the  glory,  for  ever 
and  ever.  Amen. 


The  election  of  officers  was  entered  upon.  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer, 
I).  Eh,  Rev.  Prof.  G.  Fritschel  and  Delegate  Thos.  II.  Lane,  were 
appointed  Tellers. 

Upon  their  report,  the  officers  elect  are, 


Rev.  G.  Eassler, 

Rev.  II.  W.  Rotii, 

Rev.  Prof.  G.  Fritschel, 
II.  II.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D., 


President. 
Pnj.  Secretary. 
G~er.  Secretary. 
Treasurer. 


On  motion,  the  Secretaries  were,  for  the  time,  constituted  the 
Corresponding  Secretaries  of  this  body. 


Report  of  the  Committee  to  Prepare  a  Constitution. 

The  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  Convention  at  Reading,  De¬ 
cember  14th,  1866,  “to  prepare  a  Constitution,  in  the  usual  form,” 
embracing  a  number  of  points  prescribed  by  that  Convention,  re¬ 
spectfully  report — That,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  adjournment 
of  that  body,  they  entered  upon  the  work  assigned  to  them,  and 
agreed  to  recommend,  as  the  result  of  their  labor  and  consultation, 
the  “Proposed  Constitution  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  North  America.”  Five  hundred  copies 
in  German,  and  the  same  number  in  the  English  language,  were 
printed,  and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Rev.  G.  Eassler,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Reading  Convention,  by  whom  they  were  sent  to  the 
Presidents  of  the  respective  District  Synods  here  represented. 
Your  Committee  endeavored  faithfully  to  incorporate  the  items  re¬ 
commended  by  the  Reading  Convention,  and  rejoice  that  the  work 
of  their  hands,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  has  received  such  general 
approbation  from  the  Synods  to  whom  it  was  submitted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  F.  Krotel,  Chairman. 


Oil  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  Constitution  was  made  the 
order  of  business  for  the  P.  M.  session. 
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On  motion,  the  representatives  from  the  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio, 
appointed  under  a  resolution  adopted  at  Reading,  were  received. 

The  time  for  meeting  and  adjournment  of  the  Convention,  was 

fixed  at  9  A.  M.  and  12  M.;  at  2  and  5  P.  M. 

* 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  F.  E.  Stohlman,  D.  D. 

II  Session. 

Wednesday,  2  P.  M.,  Nov.  20th. 

The  Convention  was  called  to  order  by  the  Chairman,  and  opened 
with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Roof. 

The  minutes  of  the  morning  session  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  the  names  of  Synods  shall  now  be 
entered  upon  the  Register,  in  the  order  of  their  organization,  and 
those  hereafter  admitted,  in  the  order  of  their  reception. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  Lutheran  Ministers  present,  who 
are  with  this  body  in  the  unity  of  the  faith  as  defined  in  its  Funda¬ 
mental  Principles,  be  invited  to  give  their  names  to  the  Secretaries, 
to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes. 

The  order  of  business  was  taken  up.  After  having  ascertained 
the  action  of  the  several  Synods,  the  President  declared  that  the 
“  Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity”  had  been 
adopted  by  ten,  the  number  required  by  resolution  of  the  Reading 
Convention. 

Of  Art.  I  of  the  Constitution,  Secs.  1  and  2  were  declared  not 
adopted  ;  Sec.  3,  adopted. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel, 

III  Session. 

Thursday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  21st. 

After  singing  a  German  hymn,  the  III  Session  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  consideration  of  the  Constitution  being  resumed,  items  1 
and  2  of  Sec.  4,  Art.  I,  were  declared  not  adopted  ;  items  3  and 
4,  adopted.  Of  Art.  II,  Secs.  1,  4,  5  and  6  were  declared  adopted; 
Sects.  2,  3,  7  and  8,  not  adopted.  All  the  sections  of  both  the 
III  and  the  IV  Arts,  were  declared  adopted  ;  the  Preamble  not 
adopted. 
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The  President  announced  that  the  several  sections,  now  adopted, 
were  in  force,  as  part  of  the  Constitution  of  this  body. 

The  parts  of  the  proposed  Constitution  not  adopted  by  the  re¬ 
quired  number  of  Synods,  were  taken  up  and  considered,  according 
to  Art.  Ill  of  the  “Outline  Constitution.”  (See  page  16  of  the 
“Proceedings  o£  the  Reading  Convention.”) 

Art.  I,  Sec.  1,  was  read.  The  desire  of  the  Illinois  Synod, 
that  the  same  word  should  be  retained  in  both  the  English  and  the 
German,  as  the  name  of  this  body,  was  made  known. 

After  discussion,  it  was  Resolved ,  That  this  body  shall  be  known, 
in  English,  as  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America ,  and  in  German,  as  the  Allgemeine  Versamm- 
lung  der  Evangelisch  Lutherischen  Kirche  in  Amerika. 

Sec.  2  of  Art.  I  was  read.  The  Pittsburgh  Synod  proposed 
one  clerical  and  one  lay  delegate  for  every  SO  ( thirty )  of  the  sum 
total ,  (a)  of  Pastors  connected  with  Synod ,  and  {h)  of  the  entire 
number  of  lay-delegates  to  which  the  Synod  grants  a  voice  and  a 
vote  in  its  Synodical  Conventions. 

The  Illinois  Synod  desired,  that  the  number  of  Congregations 
should  constitute  the  basis  of  representation. 

Considerable  discussion  ensuing,  the  article  was,  on  motion,  re¬ 
ferred  to 

Committee  No.  (1),  On  Art.  I ,  Sec.  2. 

Rev.  B.  M.  Sch mucker, 

“  S.  L.  Harkey, 

“  H.  W.  Roth, 

Bel.  T.  H.  Lane, 

“  H.  L.  Mattes. 

Several  Synods  proposing  alterations,  item  1,  of  Sec.  4,  Art.  I, 
was  amended  and  adopted. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  E.  Greenwald,  D.  D. 

17  Session. 

Thursday,  2  P.  M.,  Nov.  21st. 

The  Council  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  G.  Fachtmann. 
Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Item  2,  of  Sec.  4,  Art.  I,  was  amended  and  adopted.  It  was 
ordered,  that  this  item  should,  in  the  German,  be  made  to  corres¬ 
pond  with  the  English. 
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The  regular  order  being  suspended  for  this  purpose,  it  was  Re¬ 
solved,  That  the  delegation  of  each  Synod  fill  the  place  of  their 
absentee  in  the  Committee  on  the  English  Church,  and  the  German 
Hymn  Book. 

English  Church  Book  Committee.  German  Hymn  Book  Committee. 


B.  M.  Schmucker, 

W.  J.  Mann, 

R.  Adelberg, 

E.  Hoffman, 

J.  Rugan, 

J.  A.  Roof, 

W.  A.  Passavant, 

G.  A.  Wenzel, 

A.  Martin, 

J.  Bading, 

S.  Fritschel, 

G.  Grossman, 

C.  Albrecht, 

G.  W.  Mechling, 

S.  Klingman, 

S.  Klingman, 

T.  N.  Hasselquist, 

G.  Fachtmann, 

C.  F.  Heyer, 

C.  F.  W.  Rechenber 

J.  Fishburn, 

S.  L.  Ilarkey. 

F.  Erdman. 

Of  Art.  II,  Secs.  2  and  3  were  adopted. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Bev.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist. 

V  Session. 

Friday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  22d. 

After  singing  a  hymn,  the  Y  Session  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Sec.  7  of  Art.  II  of  the  Constitution  was  adopted.  The  consid¬ 
eration  of  Sec.  8  was  deferred  until  after  the  report  of  Com.  No. 
(1),  On  Art.  I ,  Sec.  2. 

Through  one  of  its  representatives,  Rev.  F.  A.  Herzberger, 
there  was  offered  the 

Paper  from  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio. 

To  the  Venerable  G-eneral  Council  of  the  JEv.  Lutheran  Church  of 
North  America : 

The  undersigned,  Delegates  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Joint 
Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  present  the  following  to  the 
General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  North 
America,  in  order  that  the  Synod  which  they  represent,  as  may  be 
seen  from  the  minutes  of  its  last  Session,  held  in  Hamilton,  0., 
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A.  D.  1867,  heartily  desires  a  union  of  Lutheran  Synods  on  the 
Doctrinal  basis  as  recommended  by  the  General  Council,  and  there¬ 
fore  sends  its  Delegates  to  this  Convention,  in  order  to  offer  it  the 
jiand  toward  a  true  union. 

But  Synod  saw  practical  difficulties  in  the  way,  on  account  of 
which,  as  well  as  for  the  want  of  a  copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
General  Council,  it  could  not  yet  instruct  its  Delegates  to  consum¬ 
mate  its  connection  with  this  body  at  its  present  Session,  neverthe¬ 
less,  in  the  mean  time  cherishes  the  hope,  that  the  Lord  will  enable 
it,  in  the  future  perhaps,  to  unite  with  other  Synods  to  carry  on 
this  glorious  work. 

Under  the  above-mentioned  difficulties,  the  Ev.  Lutheran  Joint 
Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  understands  “  un-Lutheran 
doctrine  and  practice,  which,  as  experience  teaches,  despite  the 
reception  of  the  Confession,  or  ‘Doctrinal  basis,’  nevertheless  is 
found  to  exist  in  some  Synods.” 

The  Delegates  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio, 
would  therefore  respectfully  request  the  venerable  General  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  North  America,  to  favor 
us  with  information  on  the  following  points : 

1.  What  relation  will  this  venerable  body  in  future  sustain  to 
Chiliasm  ? 

2.  Mixed  Communion  f 

3.  The  exchanging  of  pulpits  with  Sectarians  ? 

4.  Secret ,  or  unchurchly  Societies  f 

Especially  would  we  earnestly  desire  a  decided  answer  with 
regard  to  the  last  item,  inasmuch  as  the  Joint  Synod,  for  years 
already,  in  view  of  certain  relations  in  one  of  its  District  Synods, 
has  had  its  difficulties  in  consequence  of  four  pastors  belonging  to 
Secret  Societies,  and  would  not,  therefore,  again  burthen  its 
conscience. 

We  pray  that  the  Lord  may  overrule  all  to  the  glory  of  His  holy 
name,  and  to  the  welfare  of  His  Zion. 

Respectfully, 

G.  Cronenwett, 

F.  A.  Herzberger, 

G.  Baughman.  x 

Other  papers  were  handed  in  for  the  consideration  of  Council. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint 
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Committee  No.  (2),  On  Communications  from  Synods  invited  to 

send  Representatives  to  this  Body. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D., 

“  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 

“  Prof.  G.  Fritschel, 

“  <£  A.  Hoenecke, 

Del.  Thos.  H.  Lane, 
u  Fred.  Dauer, 

“  Ed.  Roessler. 

Rev.  Gr.  F.  Krotel,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  appointed  at 
Reading  to  prepare  a  Constitution,  reported. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  inserted  at  the 
proper  place  in  the  printed  minutes. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  Committee,  which  shall  report  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Council,  be  appointed  to  determine  an 
“Order  of  Business,”  and  “  Rules  of  Order,”  for  this  body. 

Committee  No.  (3),  On  Rules  of  Order. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D., 

“  0.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D. 
u  R.  Adelberg, 

Del.  S.  Gross  Fry, 

“  H.  Lehman. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  report 
to  this  body,  an  outline,  under  which  our  Home  Mission  operations 
shall  be  conducted,  and  that  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions  be 
referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

Committee  No.  (4),  On  Missions. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D., 

“  C.  F.  Welden, 

“  S.  L.  Harkey, 

“  C.  F.  Heyer, 

“  Prof.  Jno.  Bading, 
u  J.  Fishburn, 

“  E.  Carlson. 

The  President’s  Report  was  now  taken  up  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  five  lay-delegates  be 
appointed  to  report  a  plan  through  which  the  expenses  of  the 
Council  may  be  met. 
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Committee  No.  (5),  Financial  Committee. 

Del.  H.  II.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D., 

“  L.  L.  Iloupt, 

“  C.  F.  Norton, 

“  A.  Louis  Thiel, 

“  J.  Baughman. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed 
to  report,  at  next  regular  meeting,  Constitutions  for  both  Congre¬ 
gations  and  Synods,  to  be  recommended  to  such  bodies  as  may  yet 
be  formed  in  harmony  with  the  General  Council. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.  and  Del.  Thos.  IL.  Lane,  were 
appointed  tellers.  An  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of 

Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  Eng.  Corresponding  Secretary. 

“  R.  Adelberg,  Ger.  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Prof.  A.  Martin. 

VI  Session. 

Friday,  2  P.  M.,  Nov.  22d. 

Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Prof.  G.  Fritschel,  and  the  VI  Ses¬ 
sion  begun.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  (1),  On  Art.  I,  Sec.  2. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  present  a  statistical  report,  which 
might  enable  the  Council  to  decide  upon  a  basis  of  representation, 
would  respectfully  report — That  they  have  obtained  from  the  dele¬ 
gates  of  each  Synod  represented  here,  the  most  accurate  statistics 
which  could  be  furnished,  of  which  they  present  the  following  tabu¬ 
lar  statement : 


Synods. 

Ministers. 

Charges. 

Congregate. 

Communi¬ 

cants. 

Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania, . 

125 

118 

300 

50,000 

“  £t  New  York, . 

48 

45 

52 

12,000 

English  Synod  of  Ohio, . 

11 

13 

30 

2,500 

Pittsburgh  Synod, . 

64 

55 

124 

9,000 

Synod  of  Wisconsin, . 

50 

59 

100 

12,750 

“  “  Iowa, . 

60 

60 

80 

7,000 

English  District  Synod  of  Ohio, . 

38 

41 

90 

10,000 

Synod  of  Michigan, . 

15 

16 

24 

3,035 

Augustana  Synod, . 

45 

54 

85 

11,800 

Minnesota  “  . . 

22 

35 

53 

3,000 

Canada  “  . 

26 

25 

55 

7,211 

Synod  of  Illinois, . 

34 

35 

37 

5,000 

538 

556 

1,030 

133,296 
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The  Committee  have  taken  one  hundred  members  as  the  number 
which  was  most  convenient  to  use  in  ascertaining  how  many  dele¬ 
gates  each  Synod  would  be  entitled  to  upon  the  several  bases  pro¬ 
posed.  The  results  of  their  examination  are  as  follows  : 


Minis¬ 

ters. 

Charges. 

Congre¬ 

gations. 

Commu¬ 

nicants. 

Minis¬ 
ters  and 
Charges. 

Minis¬ 
ters  & 
Congs. 

Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania, . 

25 

22 

"  30 

37 

22 

25 

“  “  New  York, . 

10 

8 

5 

9 

8 

7 

English  Synod  of  Ohio, . 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

3 

Pittsburgh  Synod, . 

13 

10 

12 

8 

11 

13 

Synod  of  Wisconsin,  . 

10 

11 

10 

10 

10 

10 

“  11  Iowa  . . 

12 

11 

8 

5 

11 

9 

English  District  Synod  of  Ohio, . 

8 

h* 

t 

9 

8 

7 

9 

Synod  of  Michigan, . 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

Augustana  Synod, . . . 

9 

10 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Minnesota  “  . . . 

2 

6 

5 

2 

5 

5 

Canada  “  . 

5 

5 

6 

5 

5 

5 

Synod  of  Illinois, . 

7 

6 

4 

4 

6 

5 

106 

101 

103 

107 

99 

103 

The  Committee,  after  an  examination  of  the  several  bases,  would 
recommend,  that  the  pastoral  charges  in  any  Syuod  he  made  the 
basis  of  representation.  Should  one  hundred  he  the  number  of 
members  thought  most  suitable  at  the  present  time,  the  proportion 
of  each  Synod,  as  given  in  the  nearest  even  number,  would  be  as 
follows  :  Penn’a.  22  ;  New  York,  8  ;  English  Ohio,  2  ;  Pittsburgh, 
10  ;  Wisconsin,  10  ;  Iowa,  10;  English  Distr.  Ohio,  8  ;  Michigan,  2  ; 
Augustana,  10  ;  Minnesota,  6  ;  Canada,  4  ;  Illinois,  6.  If  it  be 
preferred  to  entitle  10  pastoral  charges  in  any  Synod  to  one  cleri¬ 
cal  and  one  lay  representative,  the  proportion  allotted  to  each 
Synod  would  be  as  follows:  Penn’a.  22;  New  York,  8  ;  English 
Ohio,  2  ;  Pittsburgh,  10  ;  Wisconsin,  12  ;  Iowa,  12;  Eng.  District 
Ohio,  8  ;  Michigan,  4  ;  Augustana,  10  ;  Minnesota,  6;  Canada,  4  ; 
Illinois,  6. 

Your  Committee  would  therefore  propose  that  the  2d  Sec.  of 

Art.  I.  be  amended  to  read  as  follows:  It  shall  be  composed - 

in  the  ratio  of  one  ordained  Minister  and  one  lay  delegate  to  every 
ten  pastoral  charges  connected  with  a  Synod  ;  any  remainder  over 
five  shall  entitle  a  Synod  to  two  additional  delegates. 

B.  M.  SCHMUCKER, 

S.  L.  Harkey, 

H.  W.  Both, 

Del.  T.  II.  Lane, 

Del.  H.  L.  Mattes. 


The  report  was  adopted. 
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Rev.  G.  Baughman  read,  in  English,  the  paper  which  had  been 
presented  during  the  forenoon,  in  German,  by  the  representatives 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio. 

This  paper  was  referred  to  Committee  No.  (2),  with  instructions 
to  report,  if  possible,  on  to-morrow,  at  9  A.  M. 

Committees  Nos.  (2),  (3),  (4),  (5),  were  announced.  Also, 

Committee  No.  (6),  On  Minutes  of  Synods. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Roof, 

“  S.  Klinjnnan, 
li  Prof.  0.  J.  Hattlestadt, 

Bel.  II .  L.  Mattes, 

“  J.  J.  Bierer. 

Del.  II.  Beck  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

Resuming  the  consideration  of  Art.  I,  Sec.  2,  it  was  amended 
and  adopted,  and  pending  the  consideration  of  Art.  II,  Sec.  8, 
adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D. 

VII  Session. 

Saturday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  23d. 

The  YII  Session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  F.  A.  Herz- 
berger,  after  the  singing  of  a  German  hymn.  Minutes  read  and 
approved. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  (2),  On  Communications  from  Synods 
invited  to  send  Representatives  to  this  Body. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  take  action  upon  certain  documents 
received,  one  from  the  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  one  from  the  four 
District  Synods  of  the  Missouri  Synod,  respectfully  report — That 
we  have  been  impressed  with  the  fraternal  sentiments  so  freely 
conveyed  in  the  said  documents,  and  after  careful  consideration  of 
them  propose  the  following  action  : 

Resolved ,  1.  That  the  General  Council  rejoices  that  the  Joint 
Synod  of  Ohio  regards  union  with  this  body  as  an  object  of  cher¬ 
ished  hope ;  and  regrets  that  the  failure  to  receive  our  Constitu¬ 
tion,  with  other  difficulties,  has  prevented  their  union  with  us  at 
this  time. 

Resolved ,  2.  That  this  Council  is  aware  of  nothing  in  its  “  Fun¬ 
damental  Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity”  and  Constitution, 
nor  in  the  relation  it  sustains  to  the  four  questions  raised,  which 
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justifies  a  doubt  whether  its  decisions  on  them  all,  when  they  are 
brought  up  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  will  be  in 
harmony  with  Holy  Scripture  and  the  Confessions  o''  the  Church. 

Resolved ,  3.  That  so  soon  as  official  evidence  shall  be  presented 
to  this  body,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  that  un- 
Luthcran  doctrines  or  practices  are  authorized  by  the  action  of 
any  of  its  Synods,  or  by  their  refusal  to  act,  it  will  weigh  that  evi- 
d  nee,  and,  if  it  finds  they  exist,  use  all  its  constitutional  power  to 
convince  the  minds  of  men  in  regard  to  them,  and  as  speedily  as 
possible  to  remove  them. 

Resolved ,  4.  That  inasmuch  as  the  Synod  of  Iowa  has  offered  a 
constitutional  amendment  involving  most  of  these  same  questions, 
we  refer  our  beloved  brethren  of  the  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio  to  the 
action  which  the  Council  has  taken  in  their  case,  as  their  present 
answer  in  regar  1  to  these  points. 

In  reply  to  the  four  District  Synods  of  Missouri,  we  would 
recommend  the  folio  wing  action  : 

Resolved ,  That  we  hereby  reciprocate  the  kindly  expressions  of 
the  Synod  of  Missouri ;  that  we  sincerely  respect  the  honest  pref¬ 
erences  of  our  brethren,  in  regard  to  the  best  means  of  uniting  our 
Church ;  and  that  we  are  willing  to  set  apart  a  time,  during  the 
future  sessions  of  this  body,  when  it  will  meet  them  simply  as  a 
Free  Conference. 

C  W.  Schaeffer, 

C.  P.  Krautii, 

Gottf.  Fritschel, 

A.  Hoenecke, 

Del.  Thos.  H.  Lane, 

Del.  F.  Dauer, 

Del.  Ed.  Roessler. 

The  report  was  considered  by  items  and  finally  adopted,  as  above. 

On  request,  there  was  now  offered  a 

Paper  from  the  Iowa  Synod. 

In  order  to  effect  a  union  of  the  Church,  and  that  we  may  all 
truly  agree  in  the  principles  of  practice  as  well  as  of  faith,  without 
conditions,  the  Delegates  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa  propose,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  instructions  of  their  Synod,  that  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  shall  expressly  acknowledge  what  is  according  to  the  under¬ 
standing  of  the  delegates  of  said  Synod  virtually  acknowledged  in 
3 
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the  “  Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity”  adopted 
by  this  body,  viz. : 

I.  That  according  to  the  Confession  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  there  must  be,  and  is,  condemned  all  church  fellowship 
with  such  as  are  not  Lutheran  ;  for  example,  ministers  serving  con¬ 
gregations  such  as  are  mixed  and  not  purely  Lutheran,  receiving 
such  congregations  and  their  pastors  into  Synodical  connection,  the 
admittance  of  those  of  a  different  faith  to  the  privilege  of  commun¬ 
ion,  the  permission  of  those  not  Lutheran  to  occupy  our  pulpits, 
&c. 

II.  According  to  the  Word  of  God,  church  discipline  be  exer¬ 
cised,  especially  at  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Communion,  and 
be  likewise  exercised  towards  those  who  are  members  of  secret 
societies. 

III.  That  resolutions  of  Church  government  by  Synods  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  the  General  Council  in  particular,  shall  not  be  regarded 
as  legislative  but  only  as  advisory  in  their  power  over  congregations 
represented  in  such  Synods  or  General  Council,  inasmuch  as  these 
bodies  can  only  have  so  much  power  as  is  delegated  to  them  by  the 
congregations. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  twelve,  each  Synod 
to  select  a  representative,  be  constituted,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
the  paper  from  the  Iowa  Synod,  with  instructions  to  report  on 
Monday,  at  9  A.  M. 

Revs.  E.  Carlson  and  H.  Worley,  with  Delegate  J.  J.  Bierer,  were 
granted  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Roth. 

VIII  Session. 

Monday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  25th. 

A  hymn  was  sung,  and  the  VIII  Session  opened  with  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  S.  Klingman.  Minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  H.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D.,  was  granted  leave  of  the 
floor.  He  offered  the  report  of  Committee  No.  (2),  The  Fi  icincial 
Committee ,  which  was  received,  and  permission  of  absence  given  to 
himself  and  Dels.  S.  Gross  Fry  and  C.  F.  Norton. 
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Report  of  4 Com.  No.  (7),  On  Paper  from  the  Iowa  Synod. 


Resolved ,  That  the  General  Council  is  not  prepared  to  endorse 
the  declaration  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa,  as  the  correct  logical  deduc¬ 
tion  and  application  of  the  negative  part  of  our  Confessional  Books, 
and  that  we  refer  the  matter  to  the  District  Synods,  until  such 
time  as  by  the  blessing  of  God’s  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  leadings  of 
His  Providence,  we  shall  be  enabled,  throughout  the  whole  General 
Council  and  all  its  Churches,  to  see  eye  to  eye  in  all  the  details  of 
practice  and  usage,  towards  the  consummation  of  which  we  will 
direct  our  unceasing  prayers. 


Signed  by 

G.  F.  Krotel,  - 

C.  F.  E.  Stohlman, 

Jno.  A.  Roof, 

W.  A.  Passavant, 

A.  Hoenecke, 

S.  Fritschel,  - 

D.  Worley,  - 

S.  Klingman,  - 

T.  N.  Hasselquist, 

G.  Fachtmann,  - 
C.  F.  W.  Rechenberg, 

S.  L.  Harkey,  - 


'Penn’a.  Synod. 
N.  York  Ministerium. 
Eng.  Synod  of  Ohio. 
Pittsburgh  Synod. 
Wisconsin  Synod. 
Iowa  Synod. 
Eng.  Dist.  Ohio  Synod. 
Michigan  Synod. 
Augustana  Synod. 
Minnesota  Synod. 
Canada  Synod. 
Illinois  Synod. 


The  report  was  adopted. 


On  permission  being  allowed  to  record,  if  desired,  any  votes 
against  the  adoption  of  this  report,  the  brethren,  Revs.  C.  F.  Wel- 
den,  C.  F.  Heyer,  John  Bading,  A.  Hoenecke,  and  A.  Martin, 
recorded  their  names. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  the  Report  of  the  Committee  On  the 
English  Church  Book  be  made  the  order  for  this  P.  M.  session. 

The  consideration  of  the  Constitution  was  resumed.  Sec.  8  of 
Art.  II  was  stricken  out.  The  Preamble  was  amended  and  adopted. 
Sec.  1  of  Art.  I  was  reconsidered,  amended  and  adopted,  and 
finally,  the  Preamble  and  the  Constitution  were,  as  a  whole,  unan¬ 
imously  adopted. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL 

OF  THE 

pVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  IN  ^tMERICA. 


In  the  name  of  the  blessed  Trinity  and  adorable  Unity,  God  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  We,  the  Synods  rep¬ 
resenting  the  Congregations  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Cburch  in 
America,  which  desire  to  form  a  Union  on  the  basis  of  God’s  Word,  and 
of  the  true  confession  of  the  same,  in  order  that  amonx  us  the  Gospel 
may  be  purely  preached,  and  the  sacraments  be  administered  conformably 
to  God’s  Word;  that  a  thorough  harmony  in  faith,  worship  and  discip¬ 
line  may  be  maintained,  and  that  all  holy  works  may  be  promoted, — do 
hereby  declare  the  principles  of  Doctrine  and  Polity  here  annexed  to  be 
fundamental  and  unchangeable,  and  in  accordance  with  them,  ordain  and 
establish  the  Constitution  thereafter  following. 

Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity. 

Of  Faith. 

I.  There  must  be  and  abide  through  all  time,  one  holy  Christian 

Church,  which  is  the  assembly  of  all  believers,  among  whom  the  Gospel 
is  purely  preached,  and  the  Holy  Sacraments  are  administered,  as  the 
Gospel  demands.  ^ 

To  the  true  Unity  of  the  Church,  it  is  sufficient  that  there  be  agree¬ 
ment  touching  the  doctrine  of  the  Gospel,  that  it  be  preached  in  one 
accord,  in  its  pure  sense,  and  that  the  Sacraments  be  administered  con¬ 
formably  to  God’s  word. 

II.  The  true  Unity  of  a  particular  Church,  in  virtue  of  which  men  are 
truly  members  of  one  and  the  same  Church,  and  by  which  any  Church 
abides  in  real  identity,  and  is  entitled  to  a  continuation  of  her  name,  is 
unity  in  doctrine  and  faith  and  in  the  Sacraments,  to  wit:  That  she  con¬ 
tinues  to  teach  and  to  set  forth,  and  that  her  true  members  embrace  from 
the  heart,  and  use,  the  articles  of  faith  and  the  Sacraments  as  they  were 
held  and  administered  when  the  Church  came  into  distinctive  being  and 
received  a  distinctive  name. 

III.  The  Unity  of  the  Church  is  witnessed  to,  and  made  manifest  in, 
the  solemn,  public  and  official  Confessions  which  are  set  forth,  to  wit: 
The  generic  Unity  of  the  Christian  Church  in  the  general  Creeds,  and 
the  specific  Unity  of  pure  parts  of  the  Christian  Church  in  their  specific 
Creeds ;  one  chief  object  of  both  classes  of  which  Creeds  is,  that  Christ¬ 
ians  who  are  in  the  Unity  of  faith,  may  know  each  other  as  such,  and 
may  have  a  visible  bond  of  fellowship, 

IV.  That  Confessions  may  be  such  a  testimony  of  Unity  and  bond  of 
Union,  they  must  be  accepted  in  every  statement  of  doctrine,  in  their 
own  true,  native,  original  and  only  sense.  Those  who  set  them  forth 
and  subscribe  them,  must  not  only  agree  to  use  the  same  words,  but  must 
use  and  understand  those  words  in  one  and  the  same  sense. 
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Y.  The  Unity  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  as  a  portion  of 
the  holy  Christian  Church,  depends  upon  her  abiding  in  one  and  the  same 
faith,  in  confessing  which  she  obtained  her  distinctive  being  and  name, 
her  political  recognition,  and  her  history. 

VI.  The  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession  is  by  pre-eminence  the  Con¬ 
fession  of  that  faith.  The  acceptance  of  its  doctrines  and  the  avowal  of 
them  without  equivocation  or  mental  reservation,  make,  mark  and  iden¬ 
tify  that  Church,  which  alone  in  the  true,  original,  historical  and  honest 
sense  of  the  term  is  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

VII.  The  only  Churches,  therefore,  of  any  land,  which  are  properly  in 
the  Unity  of  that  Communion,  and  by  consequence  entitled  to  its  name, 
Evangelical  Lutheran,  are  those  which  sincerely  hold  and  truthfully  con¬ 
fess  the  doctrines  of  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession. 

VIII.  We  accept  and  acknowledge  the  doctrines  of  the  Unaltered 
Augsburg  Confession  in  its  original  sense  as  throughout  in  conformity 
with  the  pure  truth  of  which  God’s  Word  is  the  only  rule.  We  accept 
its  statements  of  truth  as  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  Canonical  Scrip¬ 
tures  :  We  reject  the  errors  it  condemns,  and  believe  that  all  which  it 
commits  to  the  liberty  of  the  Church,  of  right  belongs  to  that  liberty. 

IX.  In  thus  formally  accepting  and  acknowledging  the  Unaltered 
Augsburg  Confession,  we  declare  our  conviction,  that  the  other  Confes¬ 
sions  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  inasmuch  as  they  set  forth  none 
other  than  its  system  of  doctrine,  and  articles  of  faith,  are  of  necessity 
pure  and  scriptural.  Pre-eminent  among  such  accordant,  pure  and  scrip¬ 
tural  statements  of  doctrine,  by  their  intrinsic  excellence,  by  the  great 
and  necessary  ends  for  which  they  were  prepared,  by  their  historical  posi¬ 
tion,  and  by  the  general  judgment  of  the  Church,  are  these:  the  Apology 
of  the  Augsburg  Confession,  the  Smalcald  Articles,  the  Catechisms  of 
Luther,  and  the  Formula  of  Concord,  all  of  which  are,  with  the  Unaltered 
Augsburg  Confession,  in  the  perfect  harmony  of  one  and  the  same  scrip¬ 
tural  faith. 

Of  Ecclesiastical  Power  and  Church  Government. 

I.  All  power  in  the  Church  belongs  primarily,  properly  and  exclusively 
to  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  “true  Gcd  begotten  of  the  Father  from  eter¬ 
nity,  and  true  man,  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,”  Mediator  between  God 
and  men,  and  Supreme  Head  of  the  Church.  This  supreme  and  direct 
power  is  not  delegated  to  any  man  or  body  of  men  upon  earth. 

II.  All  just  power  exercised  by  the  Church  has  been  committed  to 
her  for  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel,  through  the  Word  and  Sacra¬ 
ments,  is  conditioned  by  this  end,  and  is  derivative  and  pertains  to  her 
as  the  servant  of  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Church,  therefore,  has  no  power  to  bind  the  conscience,  except  as 
she  truly  teaches  what  her  Lord  teaches,  and  faithfully  commands  what 
He  has  charged  her  to  command. 

III.  The  absolute  directory  of  the  Will  of  Christ  is  the  Word  of  God, 
the  Canonical  Scriptures,  interpreted  in  accordance  with  the  “mind  of 
the  Spirit,”  by  which  Scriptures  the  Church  is  to  be  guided  in  every  de¬ 
cision.  She  may  set  forth  no  article  of  faith  which  is  not  taught  by  the 
very  letter  of  God’s  Word,  or  derived  by  just  and  necessary  inference 
from  it,  and  her  liberty  concerns  those  things  only  which  are  left  free  by 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  God’s  Word. 
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IV.  The  primary  bodies  through  which  the  power  is  normally  exer¬ 
cised,  which  Christ  commits  derivatively  and  ministerially  to  his  Church 
on  earth,  are  the  Congregations.  The  Congregation,  in  the  normal  state, 
is  neither  the  Pastor  without  the  People,  nor  the  People  without  the 
Pastor. 

Y.  In  Congregations  exists  the  right  of  representation.  In  addition  to 
the  Pastor,  who  by  their  voluntary  election  is  already  ex  officio  their  rep¬ 
resentative,  the  people  have  the  right  to  choose  representatives  from  their 
own  number  to  act  for  them,  under  such  constitutional  limitations  as  the 
Congregation  approves. 

YI.  The  representatives  of  Congregations  thus  convened  in  Synod,  and 
acting  in  accordance  with  those  conditions  of  mutual  congregational 
compact,  which  are  called  a  Constitution,  are  for  the  ends,  and  with 
the  limitations  defined  in  it,  representatively,  the  Congregations  them¬ 
selves. 

A  free,  Scriptural  General  Council  or  Synod,  chosen  by  the  Church, 
is,  within  the  metes  and  bounds  fixed  by  the  Church  which  chooses  it, 
representatively  that  Church  itself;  and  in  this  case  is  applicable  the 
language  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Smalcald  Articles,  “The  judgments  of 
Synods  are  the  judgments  of  the  Church. ” 

YII.  The  Congregations  representatively  constituting  the  various  dis¬ 
trict  Synods,  may  elect  delegates  through  those  Synods,  to  represent 
themselves  in  a  more  general  body,  all  decisions  of  which,  when  made  in 
conformity  with  the  solemn  compact  of  the  Constitution,  bind,  so  far  as 
the  terms  of  mutual  agreement  make  them  binding,  those  Congregations 
which  consent,  and  continue  to  consent,  to  be  represented  in  that  General 
Body. 

YIII.  If  the  final  decision  of  any  General  Body  thus  constituted  shall 
seem  to  any  Synod  within  it,  in  conflict  with  the  faith,  involving  violation 
of  the  rights  of  conscience,  it  is  the  duty  of  that  Synod  to  take  such 
steps  as  shall  be  needed  to  prevent  a  compromise  on  its  part  with  error. 
To  this  end,  it  may  withdraw  itself  from  relations  which  make  it  respons¬ 
ible  for  departure  from  the  faith  of  the  Gospel,  or  for  au  equivocal  atti¬ 
tude  towards  it.  Such  steps  should  not  be  taken  on  any  but  well  defined 
grounds  of  Conscience,  not  on  mere  suspicion,  nor  until  prayerful,  earnest 
and  repeated  efforts  to  correct  the  wrong  have  proved  useless,  and  no 
remedy  remains  but  withdrawal. 

IX.  The  obligation,  under  which  Congregations  consent  to  place  them¬ 
selves,  to  conform  to  the  decisions  of  Synods,  does  not  rest  on  any  as¬ 
sumption  that  Synods  are  infallible,  but  on  the  supposition  that  the  de¬ 
cisions  have  been  so  guarded  by  wise  constitutional  provisions  as  to  create 
a  higher  moral  probability  of  their  being  true  and  rightful  than  the 
decisions  in  conflict  with  them,  which  may  be  made  by  single  Congrega¬ 
tions  or  individuals.  All  final  decisions  should  be  guarded  with  the 
utmost  care,  so  that  they  shall  in  no  case  claim  without  just  grounds  to  be 
the  judgment  of  those  Congregations  in  whose  name  and  by  whose  author¬ 
ity  they  are  made — in  the  absence  of  which  just  grounds  they  are  null 
and  void. 

X.  In  the  formation  of  a  General  Body,  the  Synods  may  know  and  deal 
with  each  other  only  as  Synods.  In  such  case,  the  official  record  is  to 
be  accepted  as  evidence  of  the  doctrinal  position  of  each  Synod,  and  ot 


the  principles  for  which  alone  the  other  Synods  become  responsible  by 
connection  with  it. 

XI.  The  leading  objects  for  which  Synods  should  be  organized,  are, 

1.  The  maintenance  and  diffusion  of  sound  doctrine,  as  the  same  is 
taught  in  God’s  Word  and  confessed  in  the  authorized  standards  of  the 
Church. 

2.  When  controversies  arise  in  regard  to  articles  of  faith,  to  decide 
them  in  accordance  with  God’s  Word  and  the  pure  confessions  of  that 
Word. 

3.  The  proper  regulation  of  the  human  externals  of  worship,  that  the 
same,  in  character  and  administration,  may  be  in  keeping  with  the  spirit 
of  the  New  Testament  and  with  the  liberty  of  the  Church,  and  may  edify 
the  Body  of  Christ. 

4.  The  maintenance  of  pure  discipline,  to  the  fostering  of  holiness  and 
fidelity  in  the  ministry  and  people. 

5.  The  devising  and  executing  of  wise  and  Scriptural  counsels  and 
plans  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Church,  in  every  department  of 
beneficent  labor  for  the  souls  and  bodies  of  men,  at  home  and  abroad. 

All  these  things  are  to  be  done,  that  the  saving  power  of  the  Gospel 
may  be  realized,  that  good  order  may  be  maintained,  and  that  all  un¬ 
soundness  in  faith  and  life  may  be  averted,  that  God  may  be  glorified, 
and  that  Christ  our  King  may  rule  in  a  pure,  peaceful  and  active  Church. 

Article  I. 

Sec.  1.  The  power  granted  in  this  Constitution  by  the  Congregations 
through  the  Synods,  shall  be  vested  in  a  body  which  shall  be  called  the 
General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  composed  of  delegates  chosen  annually  by  the 
Synods  represented  in  it,  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  ratio  of  one  ordained 
minister  and  one  lay  delegate  to  every  ten  pastoral  charges  connected 
with  a  Synod ;  any  remainder  over  five  shall  entitle  to  two  additional 
delegates ;  but  in  any  case,  a  Synod  represented  shall  be  entitled  to  two 
delegates.  The  mode  of  filling  vacancies  in  a  delegation  shall  be  de¬ 
termined  by  each  Synod  for  itself.  The  General  Council  shall  have 
power  to  reduce  the  ratio,  so  that  the  total  number  of  delegates  shall 
not  much  exceed  two  hundred.  The  President  of  each  Synod  shall  be 
ex-officio  a  delegate,  and  shall  be  oneof  the  regular  number  of  delegates 
to  which  a  Synod  is  entitled.  The  General  Council  shall  have  the 
power  of  extending  the  privilege  of  debate  to  the  representatives  of 
Synods  which  adopt  the  Fundamental  Principles,  but  which  have  not 
ratified  the  Constitution. 

Sec.  3.  The  General  Council  shall  meet  annually  at  such  time  and 
place  as  a  majority  shall  determine  by  ballot.  In  extraordinary  cases,  the 
President,  Secretaries  and  Treasurer  may  change  time  and  place;  and 
should  a  necessity  arise  which,  in  the  judgment  of  three-fourths  of  the 
whole  number  of  officers,  demands  an  extraordinary  session  of  the 
body,  they  shall  be  empowered  to  call  it,  and  the  delegates  to  the  Con¬ 
vention  last  held  shall  be  entitled  to  seats  in  it,  unless  new  ones  have  been 
chosen. 

A  majority  of  the  delegates  elect  shall  form  a  quorum.  If  only  a 
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minority  should  convene,  they  may  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  until  there 
is  a  quorum,  or  until  a  final  adjournment  becomes  necessary.  Provision 
shall  be  made  by  its  own  action  for  rules  of  order.  The  languages  in 
general  use  in  its  Congregations,  shall  have  equal  rights.  The  expenses 
of  delegates  shall  be  met  as  the  Synods  they  represent  shall  see  fit,  un¬ 
less  some  other  plan  be  proposed  by  the  General  Council. 

Sec.  4.  The  Powers  and  duties  of  the  General  Council  shall  be 
these  : 

1.  To  guard  the  purity  of  the  Faith  and  the  right  administration  of 
the  Sacraments;  to  devise  and  execute  plans  for  the  jncrease  of  a  holy, 
able  and  effective  ministry,  especially  by  establishing  or  encouraging 
good  institutions  of  learning,  and  theological  schools;  to  circulate  Evan¬ 
gelical  truth  through  the  press ;  to  promote  the  religious  training  of  the 
young,  especially  in  schools  under  the  control  of  the  Church,  and  in  the 
use  of  the  Catechism  of  the  Church  ;  to  provide  and  encourage  institu¬ 
tions  and  agencies  for  the  relief  of  poverty  and  suffering,  especially  among 
orphans  and  widows,  and  the  families  of  superannuated,  disabled,  or  de¬ 
ceased  clergymen  ;  to  carry  on  the  work  of  Missions  abroad  and  at  home, 
especially  among  the  scattered  members  of  our  own  Church,  and  to  solicit 
and  use  the  funds  necessary  for  these  and  other  purposes  defined  in  this 
Constitution. 

2.  To  recommend  or  prepare  suitable  books,  for  official  use,  in  conduct¬ 
ing  public  worship,  so  that  uniformity  may  be  promoted  among  the 
churches.  No  Liturgy  or  Hymn  Book  should  be  used  in  public  worship 
except  by  its  advice  or  consent,  which  consent  shall  be  presumed  in  regard 
to  all  such  books  now  used,  until  the  General  Council  shall  have  formally 
acted  upon  them. 

3.  At  its  discretion,  to  receive  and  act  upon  questions  of  doctrine, 
worship  or  discipline,  referred  to  it  by  any  of  its  Synods;  to  decide  upon 
appeal,  on  any  of  these  points,  made  by  one  Synod  from  the  decisions 
and  acts  of  another,  and  to  receive  a  final  appeal  from  congregations  or 
individuals  whose  cases  have  passed  through  the  processes  required  respect¬ 
ively  by  the  Constitutions  of  the  Congregations,  Conferences  and  District 
Synods  to  which  the  previous  decision  belonged ;  to  summon  and  exam¬ 
ine  any  clerical  or  lay  member  of  the  congregations  represented  in  it, 
whose  presence  it  shall  deem  necessary  to  the  decision  of  questions  com¬ 
mitted  to  it. 

4.  To  collect  statistics  and  information  in  regard  to  the  Churches,  with¬ 
in  its  own  bounds  and  elsewhere,  and  to  correspond  with  other  bodies 
in  the  unity  of  the  faith  with  it,  and  to  send  and  receive  delegates  to 
and  from  such  bodies. 

Article  II. 

Sec.  1.  The  Officers  of  the  General  Council  shall  be  a  President,  Vice 
Presidents,  Secretaries  and  Treasurer,  all  of  whom,  except  the  Vice  Pres¬ 
idents,  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  each  Convention,  to  serve  until  the 
organization  of  the  next. 

Sec.  2.  The  President  shall  be  a  clergyman ;  he  shall  preside 
at  all  sessions  of  the  General  Council,  shall  have  the  appointment  of 
committees,  unless  the  Council  otherwise  direct;  shall  make  it  the  object 
of  his  special  care  that  the  Constitution  be  observed,  and  that  the  resolu- 


tions  of  the  General  Council  be  carried  out ;  and  shall  sign  official  papers, 
at  its  order. 

Sec.  3.  The  Presidents  of  the  District  Synods  shall  be  the  Vice  Presi¬ 
dents  of  the  General  Council.  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation  or  disa¬ 
bility  of  the  President,  the  Powers  and  duty  of  his  office  shall  devolve  up¬ 
on  the  Vice  President  from  the  Synod  oldest  in  organization,  and  if  he 
should  be  for  any  reason  unable  or  unwilling  to  assume  these  powers  and 
duties,  the  same  principle  of  the  time  of  Synodical  organization  shall  be 
observed  until  the  place  is  thus  supplied.  The  Synod,  from  whose  dele¬ 
gates  the  President  is  elected,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  aVice  President. 

Sec.  4.  The  Secretaries  may  be  chosen  from  the  clerical  or  lay  delegates. 
There  shall  be  one  Recording  and  one  Corresponding  Secretary  for  each 
language  in  general  use  in  the  Convention,  and  at  their  request,  the  Chair 
at  its  discretion  may  appoint  assistants. 

Sec.  5.  The  Recording  Secretaries  shall  keep  a  faithful  record  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  General  Council.  The  Corresponding  Secretaries  shall 
conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  body,  subject  to  its  order. 

Sec.  6.  The  Treasurer  may  be  chosen  from  the  clerical  or  lay  delegates. 
He  shall  hold  and  use  the  funds  of  the  General  Council,  subject  to  its 
order. 

Sec.  7.  The  Officers  of  the  General  Council  shall  form  the  General 
Executive  Committee ,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  for  advice,  decision  or 
execution,  any  matters  which  a  majority  of  the  Council  may  see  fit  to 
commit  to  them ;  and  in  particular  questions  involving  Synodical  rights, 
the  Council  may  give  them  the  power  of  veto,  with  instructions  as  to  time. 
Any  resolution  vetoed  by  them  shall  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Council  to  sustain  it. 

Article  III. 

Sec.  1.  The  District  Synods  forming  the  General  Council  shall  give 
full  faith  and  credit  to  official  records  of  each  others  acts,  unless  it  shall 
be  decided  by  the  General  Council  that  such  records  are  unworthy  of 
confidence. 

Sec.  2.  Ministers  and  members  of  its  Synods  shall  be  entitled,  on  due 
certificate,  to  the  rights  accorded  to  ministers  and  members  by  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  any  other  of  its  Synods  into  whose  bounds  they  may  move,  and 
the  discipline  of  ministers  or  members  administered  in  one  Synod  shall 
not  be  set  aside  by  another. 

Sec.  3.  The  bounds  of  Synods  shall  be  as  nearly  as  possible  geograph¬ 
ical,  and  shall  be  determined  by  the  Synods  themselves,  unless  differences 
arise,  in  which  case,  on  appeal  of  both  or  either,  the  General  Council 
shall  decide.  No  division  of  Synods,  or  formation  of  new  Synods  within 
the  bounds  of  older  ones,  unless  with  the  concurrence  of  all  the  parties 
concerned,  can  be  made  without  the  consent  of  the  General  Council. 

Sec.  4.  Synods  ratifying  this  Constitution  and  the  Fundamental  Arti¬ 
cles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity,  may  become  parts  of  the  General  Council, 
by  a  vote  of  two- thirds  of  its  delegates. 

Sec.  5.  In  case  any  of  the  Synods  forming  this  body  shall,  by  acts  or  neg¬ 
lects,  violate  this  Constitution,  the  General  Council  shall  call  the  attention 
of  the  Synod  involved,  to  the  fact,  and  may  advise,  admonish  and  reprove, 
as  the  case  may  require.  If  there  be  obstinate  persistence  in  violation  of 
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the  Constitution,  Synods  may  be  suspended  from  connection  until  the  wrong 
be  corrected.  A  vote  of  two-thirds  shall  be  required  to  recommend  the 
suspension  of  a  Synod,  and  the  recommendation  shall  be  acted  on  at  the 
next  annual  session,  and  a  vote  of  two-thirds  shall  be  required  to  sustain 
it.  Synods  under  charges  shall  have  the  full  rights  of  debate  and  vote 
until  the  decision  is  made. 


Article  IYr. 

Sec.  1.  Amendments  to  the  Constitution  in  ay  be  offered  at  any  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  General  Council,  and  if  recommended  by  a  vote  of  "wo-thirds, 
shall  be  proposed  to  the  District  Synods,  and  if  ratified  by  three-fourths 
of  the  same,  shall  become  parts  of  this  Constitution. 

■Sec.  2.  The  Fundamental  Articles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity  shall 
not  be  changed;  and  if  it  shall  be  proposed  to  add  any  articles  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  to  fix  their  meaning  still  more  precisely,  or  secure  their  object 
more  thoroughly,  such  Articles  shall  require  the  assent  of  every  Synod 
within  the  General  Council. 

The  Committee  On  the  G-erman  Hymn  Booh  reported. 

The  report  was  taken  up  by  items.  Res.  6  wTas  adopted. 

Pending  adjournment,  on  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  Committee 
be  appointed  who  shall  make  the  German  translation  of  the  Funda¬ 
mental  Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity,  and  Constitution,  to 
conform  with  the  English,  which  is  the  standard  copy. 

Com.  No.  (8),  On  the  German  Translation  of  the  Fundamental 
Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity ,  and  Constitution. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Mann,  D.  D., 

“  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D., 
u  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  E.  Hoffman. 

IS  Session. 

Monday,  2  P.  M.,  Nov.  25th. 

The  IX  Session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer. 
The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  English  Church  Book  Committee  was  taken  up 
and  considered  item  bv  item. 

4/ 

Pending  its  discussion,  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  W.  A. 
Passavant,  D.  D. 


Z  Session. 

Monday,  7  P.  M.,  Nov.  25th. 

The  X  Session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel, 
D.  D.  The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  report  u  uler  discussion  was  re¬ 
sumed,  and  finally  the  report,  as  a  whole,  was  amended  and  adopted, 
as  annexed. 

Report  of  Committee  On  the  English  Church  Book. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Convention  at  Reading  to  co¬ 
operate  with  the  Committee  of  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  in 
the  revision  of  the  English  Church  Rook,  prepared  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  aforesaid  Ministerium,  would  respectfully  report — 
That  they  have  endeavored  to  discharge  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
propose  to  the  General  Council  the  following  action: 

1.  That  the  General  Council  heartily  concur  in  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  the  publication  of  a  work  of  the  kind  proposed,  and 
hereby  accept  and  authorize  the  publication  of  the  English  Church 
Book  prepared  by  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania. 

2.  That  its  title  be  “  Church-Book  for  the  use  of  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Congregations  and  that  it  shall  contain  : 

a.  So  much  of  the  Liturgy  as  is  needed  for  the  services  of  public 
worship. 

b.  Tim  text  of  Luther’s  Small  Catechism. 

c.  The  Confession  of  Augsburg. 

O  O 

d.  An  order  of  family  worship,  containing  prayers  for  the  days 
of  the  week  and  times  of  need. 

,e.  A  selection  of  unmetrical  hymns  and  psalms,  and  a  collection 
of  metrical  hymns. 

3.  That  the  following  alterations  be  made  in  the  Order  of  Divine 
Service  as  published  by  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  : 

a.  Introits.  That  the  Introit  be  placed  after  the  Absolution 
and  be  followed  by  the  Kyrie,  and  that  the  arrangements  for  open¬ 
ing  the  service  before  the  Confession,  be  left  for  decision  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania. 

b.  Confession  of  Sins.  That  in  the  exhortation  to  confession,  the 
Scripture  statement  be  placed  at.  the  beginning.  That  the  first 
form  of  confession  be  conformed  to  the  original  German.  That  the 
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second  form  be  omitted.  That,  in  the  order  of  evening  service,  the 
second  form  in  Lohe’s  Agenda  be  introduced,  with  the  second  form 
of  the  Kyrie. 

c.  Collect.  That  the  series  of  Collects  for  each  Sunday  be 
omitted,  and  that  a  selection  from  the  old  Collects,  arranged  for 
festival  days  and  seasons,  with  general  and  special  Collects  from 
which  the  minister  may  select  for  ordinary  Sundays,  be  furnished. 
That  a  selection  of  versicles,  to  procede  the  Collects,  be  introduced. 

d.  Sentence  after  Epistle.  That  after  the  Epistle,  the  Hallelu¬ 
jah  shall  always  be  sung  or  said,  and  that  for  festival  days  and 
reasons,  special  sentences  in  addition  be  provided.  That  where  de¬ 
sired,  a  gradual  may  be  sung. 

e.  Creed.  The  Creed  may  be  sung  or  said. 

f.  Sermon.  The  sermon  be  closed  with  the  apostolic  votum. 

g.  General  Prayer.  That  it  shall  be  placed  after  the  sermon. 
That  the  general  prayer  in  the  Pennsylvania  Liturgy  be  inserted  in 
the  morning  service.  That  the  Litany  be  inserted  in  the  morning 
service,  for  use  especially  when  there  is  no  communion.  That 
the  precise  form  and  structure  of  Luther’s  German  Litany  be 
followed,  with  the  insertion  of  the  additional  phrases  from  Luther’s 
Latin  Litany.  That  the  general  prayer  be  at  the  altar.  That  the 
sermon  be  followed  by  a  hymn,  some  suitable  for  the  purpose 
being  inserted  or  indicated. 

h.  Exhortation  to  Communion.  That  the  parts  of  the  original 
text  of  the  exhortation,  as  found  in  Hofling’s  Urkundenbuch ,  p. 
82,  except  the  words  of  institution,  be  introduced. 

i.  Distribution.  That  where  the  communicants  approach  the 
altar  in  numbers  and  are  dismissed  to  be  succeeded  by  others,  the 
following  words  be  used  at  the  dismission  of  each  successive  num¬ 
ber,  “  The  peace  of  God  be  with  you  all.  Amen.” 

j.  Evening  Service.  That  the  evening  service  be  given  in  full, 
with  substitutes  for  corresponding  parts  in  the  morning  service. 

4.  That  the  Collection  of  Hymns  made  by  the  Ministerium  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  finally  revised  by  them,  be  inserted. 

5.  That  the  text  of  Luther’s  Small  Catechism,  as  published  in 
1529  as  given  by  Hamack,  be  followed,  with  the  addition  of  the 
Questions  for  those  who  come  to  communion. 

6.  That  the  Committee  of  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  be 
authorized  and  instructed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  publication 
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of  the  Church  Book,  the  copy-right  to  be  in  trust  for  the  General 
Council. 

7.  That  the  Committee  be  continued  and  instructed  to  complete 
the  revision  of  the  parts  of  a  full  Liturgy,  not  yet  in  the  Church 
Book,  for  the  future  action  of  the  General  Council. 

Signed  by  The  Committee. 

On  motion,  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  F.  W.  Rechenberg. 

XI  Session. 

Tuesday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  26th. 

The  XI  Session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  R.  Adelberg, 
after  the  singing  of  a  German  hymn.  The  minutes  were  read  and 
approved. 

The  report  of  the  German  Hymn  Book  Committee  being  the  or¬ 
der,  it  was  considered,  amended  and  adopted  as  below : 

Report  of  the  Committee  On  the  German  Hymn  Book. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Council  to  report  on 
the  German  Hymn  Book,  has  the  honor  to  lay  the  following  before 
your  reverend  body: 

Resolved ,  1.  That  in  the  Hymn  Book  to  be  published  by  the 
General  Council,  all  those  hymns  should  be  first  collected  which 
we  find  contained  in  the  best  Lutheran  Hymn  Books. 

2.  That  the  hymns  to  be  received  should  be  adopted  in  their 
original  form,  but  that  this  should  not  be  interpreted  as  allowing 
of  no  exception. 

3.  That  only  such  changes  should  be  made  as  are  already  em¬ 
bodied  in  good  Lutheran  Hymn  Books. 

4.  That  hymns,  in  which  considerable  changes  are  necessary, 
should  not  be  embodied  in  the  Hymn  book. 

5.  That  a  sub-Committee  should  be  appointed,  which,  on  the 
basis  of  the  Canons  given  above,  and  making  use  of  the  books 
now  under  course  of  preparation  by  the  Synods  of  Ohio  and  Wis¬ 
consin,  should  prepare  a  provisional  Hymn  Book. 

6.  That  the  Council  authorize  the  sub-Committee  to  have  the 
proposed  book  printed  with  the  necessary  changes,  adopted  by  the 
Committee. 


7.  That  Rev.  Prof.  Jno.  Bading,  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel  and  Rev. 
Prof.  G.  Grossman,  form  the  sub-Committee. 

8.  That  the  sub-Committee  should,  so  much  as  possible,  follow 
the  rubrics  found  in  the  Hymn  Book  of  the  Synod  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  that  the  liturgical  service  in  the  German  Hymn  Book 
be  made  to  conform  to  that  of  the  English  Church  Book. 

In  the  name  of  the  Committee, 

W.  J.  Mann,  Chairman. 

G.  Grossman,  Sec. 

On  motion,  the  delegation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  was  ex¬ 
cused  from  appointing  a  representative  upon  the  Gherman  Hymn 
Book  Committee ,  and  the  Committee,  with  this  exception,  con¬ 
tinued. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  (5),  The  Financial  Committee. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  duty  of  suggesting 
a  plan  to  raise  funds  for  meeting  the  expenses  of  the  Council,  re¬ 
spectfully  report — That  the  first  object  to  be  attained,  seemed  to  be 
the  immediate  means  for  defraying  past  expenses,  in  printing  the 
German  Minutes  of  the  Convention  at  Reading,  and  for  the  Min¬ 
utes  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  that  kind  of  the  present 
Convention,  for  which  the  sum  of  $400  to  $500  will  be  re¬ 
quired. 

In  accordance  with  the  only  plans  which  suggest  themselves, 
your  Committee  submit  for  consideration  the  annexed  resolutions  : 

I.  That  we  invite  immediate  voluntary  contributions  from  the 
friends  of  the  Church  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Council. 

II.  That  until  a  permanent  revenue  is  provided,  all  necessary 
general  expenses  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  Synods 
in  proportion  to  their  ratio  of  representation. 

H.  II.  Muhlenberg, 

C.  F.  Norton, 

L.  L.  Houpt, 

A.  L.  Thiel, 

J.  Baughman. 

The  report  was  amended  and  adopted. 


31 


Report  of  Committee  No.  (4),  On  Missions. 

The  Committee  on  the  subject  of  Missions  respectfully  report — 
That  owing  to  the  want  of  time  to  prepare  a  Constitution  at  this 
Convention,  and  arrange  the  details  of  a  permanent  plan  for  Do¬ 
mestic  Missions,  it  is  proposed  that  the  General  Council  give  its 
sanction  to  the  following  provisional  system: 

1.  That  the  General  Council,  at  this  Convention,  appoint  an 
Executive  Committee  on  Domestic  Missions,  consisting  of  five 
ministers  and  three  laymen,  to  whom  shall  be  entrusted  the  carry¬ 
ing  on  of  the  domestic  missionary  work  not  now  provided  for  by 
the  District  Synods. 

2.  It  shall,  likewise,  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee,  to  prepare 
for  the  consideration  of  the  General  Council,  such  By-Laws  as  may 
be  necessary  to  conduct  its  missionary  operations  in  the  Future,  and 
also  to  recommend  a  uniform  plan  of  action  for  the  consideration 
of  the  District  Synods,  by  which  they  may  cooperate  with  this 
body. 

3.  It  shall  he  in  the  power  of  this  Committee  to  appoint  one  or 
more  superintendents  or  agents,  who  shall  devote  themselves,  either 
in  whole  or  part,  to  the  missionary  work  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee,  in  the  exploration  of  new  territories,  the  supply  of 
vacant  fields,  and  the  collection  of  funds  for  the  general  work. 

4.  The  Executive  Committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  create  a 
provisional  treasury,  into  which  shall  be  paid  all  such  voluntary 
offerings  of  individuals  and  churches,  as  are  not  specially  made  to 
the  missionary  cause  in  the  District  Synods,  and  all  such  moneys 
shall  be  disbursed  by  the  Committee,  who  shall  make  a  minute 
report  of  the  same  to  the  Council  at  its  next  Convention. 

5.  It  shall  be  required  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  present  a 
report  of  their  labors  for  the  year  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Council,  together  with  a  review  of  the  missionary  operations  in  the 
various  Synods,  and  such  suggestions  as  they  deem  advisable  for 
the  more  efficient  carrying  on  of  the  work  of  Christ  in  our  Church. 

6.  In  reference  to  Foreign  Missions,  it  is  respectfully  suggested, 
that  the  Executive  Committee  of  Missions  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Synod  be  requested  to  effect  arrangements  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  work  of  Missions  among  the  heathen  during  the  coming  year. 

\V.  A.  Passavant,  Chairman. 


The  report  was  amended  and  adopted,  and  in  accordance  with 
its  provisions,  there  was  constituted  the 

Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant, 

“  G.  A.  Wenzel, 

“  S.  Laird, 

“  H.  W.  Roth, 
u  H.  Reck, 

Thos.  H.  Lane, 

A.  Louis  Thiel, 

Wm.  P.  Weyman. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  the  Castle  Carden  Emigrant  Mission 
he  earnestly  recommended  to  the  prayerful  sympathy  and  active- 
aid  of  the  Synods  connected  with  the  General  Council,  and  thai 
the  Mission  commenced  by  the  Scandinavians  in  New  York,  be 
also  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Emigrant  Mission. 

Report  of  Committee  No.  (6),  On  Minutes  of  Synods. 

There  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  the  Minute 
of  the  Pennsylvania ,  the  Wisconsin,  the  Augustana,  the  Pittsburgh } 
and  the  Iowa ,  Synods. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  several  of  these  Synods  having 
already  been  considered  by  the  General  Council,  in  the  discussion 
upon  the  Constitution,  there  remain  but  the  following  items  : 

I.  The  Action  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod. 

u  Resolved,  That  the  recommendation  of  our  President  in  reference 
to  the  propriety  of  opening  a  correspondence  with  our  Lutheran 
brethren  in  the  South,  who  stand  with  us  in  the  unity  of  our  Evan* 
gelical  faith,  be  heartily  approved  of,  and  that  the  attention  of  the 
General  Council  at  its  next  Convention  be  respectfully  called  to 
the  propriety  of  such  a  correspondence.” 

II.  Certain  Theses  of  the  Iowa  Synod  on  “Our  relations  with  tee 

General  Council.” 

It  is  recommended  (a)  with  regard  to  item  I,  that  the  Corres¬ 
ponding  Secretaries  of  the  General  Council  be  directed  to  open  a 
correspondence  with  our  Lutheran  brethren  in  the  South,  looking 
toward  and  inviting  to  future  union  with  this  body. 
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(6.)  With  regard  to  item  II,  inasmuch  as  the  Theses  in  question 
are  of  great  importance  to  this  General  Council,  that  the  delegates 
of  the  Iowa  Synod  be  requested  to  send  a  printed  copy  thereof  to 
the  Presidents  of  the  Synods  here  represented,  for  their  further 
consideration. 

J.  A.  Roof, 

S.  Klinoman, 

0.  J.  Hattlestadt, 

Del.  H.  L.  Mattes, 

Del.  J.  J.  Bxerer. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  Prof.  T.  1ST.  Hasselquist, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  open  correspondence  with,  and 
to  gather  intelligence,  if  possible,  respectively,  of  the  Lutheran 
Churches  in  the  Danish  West  India  Islands  and  the  Russian  Terri¬ 
tory  of  the  United  States. 

On  leave  granted,  there  was  presented  by  its  delegates  this 

Statement  of  the  Iowa  Synod. 

In  reply  to  the  decision  of  the  General  Council  upon  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa  for  the  explicit  avowal  of  certain  prin¬ 
ciples  of  ecclesiastical  practice,  the  undersigned  delegation  of  the 
said  Synod  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to  present  to  the  reverend  Coun¬ 
cil  the  following  explanation: 

In  accordance  with  our  deep  and  sincere  conviction,  which  is  at 
the  same  time  that  of  the  Synod  we  represent,  we  must  declare  it 
to  be  a  necessary  precedent  condition  of  an  official  ecclesiastical 
connection  between  synodical  bodies,  that  there  should  be  a  com¬ 
plete  and  hearty  agreement,  not  only  in  the  principles  of  faith  and 
confession,  but  also  in  an  ecclesiastical  practice  accordant  with  such 
faith  and  confession,  as  set  forth  especially  in  the  first  of  the  pro¬ 
positions  presented  by  us.  Our  Synod  has  therefore  affirmed,  in 
an  official  declaration  presented  to  the  reverend  Council,  that  it 
enters  into  connection  with  the  General  Council  only  upon  the  pre¬ 
supposition  that  this  principle,  to  the  recognition  of  which  it  is 
bound  by  a  sacred  obligation  of  conscience,  is  officially  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  all  the  Synods  represented  therein.  It  believes  itself 
warranted  in  this  pre-supposition  by  the  Fundamental  Principles 
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of  Faith  and  Church  Polity  proposed  at  Reading,  because,  in  its 
understanding  of  the  same,  they  really  embrace  the  principle  in 
question.  But  the  declaration  of  the  General  Council,  that  it  is 
not  prepared  at  once  to  accept  this  principle,  shows  this  pre-sup¬ 
position  to  have  been  incorrect,  and  at  the  same  time  renders  in¬ 
complete  the  contemplated  connection  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa.  In 
this  position  of  affairs,  the  Delegates  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa  are 
constrained  to  forego  the  privilege  of  a  vote  in  the  General  Council, 
and  to  withdraw  to  the  position  provided  for  in  Art.  I,  Sec.  2,  of 
the  Constitution.  We  do  this  with  painful  regret  that  it  is  not  yet 
permitted  to  our  Synod  to  labor  together  in  the  work  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Council,  in  the  union  of  a  membership  in  the  same,  but  at  the 
same  time  with  a  joyful  determination,  within  the  prescribed  limits, 
to  walk  and  labor  together  with  our  esteemed  and  beloved  brethren, 
as  God  may  give  grace,  power,  and  opportunity.  And  wTe  enter¬ 
tain  the  confident  assurance  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when,  by 
the  grace  and  mercy  of  our  God,  the  last  hindrance  to  a  complete 
union  will  have  been  removed.  The  principle  maintained  by  us 
has  not  been  rejected  by  the  General  Council,  but  acknowledged 
and  confessed  by  many  members,  and  even  by  some  entire  delega¬ 
tions.  He  who  hath  begun  to  bring  us  together  in  the  unity  of 
the  truth  will  perform  it.  To  Him  and  His  good  Spirit  we  com¬ 
mend  the  General  Council,  and  the  great  work  which  lies  before  it. 
His  blessing  and  His  peace  be  with  us  all. 

G.  Grossman, 

Sigm.  Fritschel, 
Gottfried  Fritschel.. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  this  paper  be  received,  that  its  fra¬ 
ternal  sentiments  be  most  heartily  reciprocated,  and  that  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Council  hopes  to  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting,  from  time  to 
time,  in  Free  Conference,  with  the  brethren  of  the  Iowa  Synod. 

The  officers  of  the  General  Council  were  instructed  to  appoint 
two  representatives  from  this  body  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Resolved ,  That,  adding  as  it  did,  a  beautiful  feature  of  interest 
to  the  Communion  of  this  body,  the  General  Council  accept,  with 
thanks,  the  kind  and  thoughtful  present  of  Mr.  Lauer,  and  that 
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the  sentiments  expressed  by  Pastor  Kiindig  and  Mr.  Lauer,  be 
heartily  reciprocated,  and  their  letters  entered  upon  the  Protocol. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  this  body  were  voted  to  the  Fort 
Wayne  Press  and  the  several  Rail  Road  Companies,  for  privileges 
granted. 

On  motion,  the  Secretaries  were  instructed  to  convey  to  the 
Pastors,  Congregations  and  Christian  friends,  their  high  appreciation 
of,  and  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  General  Council  for,  the  generous 
hospitality  with  which  its  members  have  been  received  and  enter¬ 
tained  during  their  stay  at  Fort  Wayne. 

On  motion,  Resolved ,  That  a  Protocol  be  secured  for  the  English, 
and  one  for  the  German,  Minutes,  and  that  the  “  Proceedings  of 
the  Reading  Convention”  be  likewise  transcribed  in  both  lan¬ 
guages. 

On  motion,  the  number  of  Minutes  to  be  printed,  and  the  man¬ 
ner  of  their  distribution,  were  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Secre¬ 
taries. 

Upon  invitation  extended,  the  First  English  Evangelical  Luther¬ 
an  Church,  Pittsburgh,  was  designated  as  the  place,  the  time  of 
next  meeting  bein£  left  to  the  officers  of  Council. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D. 

H.  W.  ROTH, 

English  Secretary  of  the  General  Council 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 
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RELIGIO US  SERVICES. 

A  number  of  the  Fort  Wayne  pulpits  were  filled  on  Lord’s  Lay, 
November  24th,  morning  and  evening,  by  Rev.  Lrs.  Seiss  and 
Schaeffer,  Revs.  Schmucker,  Wenzel,  Fishburn,  Mechling,  Worley, 
Roof,  Roth,  Martin,  Harkey,  Erdmann  and  Fachtmann. 

There  were  services,  during  the  Convention  of  the  Council,  in 
the 


Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  of  the  Holy  Trinity. 

Wednesday  evening,  -  -  C.  P.  Krauth,  L.  L. 

Friday  evening,  J.  A.  Seiss,  L.  L. 

Saturday  P.  M.,  Prep.  Service,  -  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D. 

Sat.  ev.,  Mission  Addresses,  Revs.  C.  F.  Welden  and  H.  W.  Roth. 

Lord’s  Lay,  A.  M.,  S.  S.  Addresses, 

L.  L.  Houpt  and  W.  A.  Passavant,  L.  L. 
Lord’s  Lay,  A.  M.,  -  -  G.  F.  Krotel,  L.  L. 

followed  by  the  Holy  Communion. 

Lord’s  Lay,  evening,  -  -  W.  A.  Passavant,  L.  L. 


St.  John  s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 


Thursday  evening, 

Friday  evening, 

Saturday,  Prep  Service, 

Lord’s  Lay,  A.  M., 
followed  by  the  Holy  Communion. 
Lord’s  Lay,  evening, 

Monday  evening, 


.  Rev.  S.  Klingman. 
Rev.  F.  Erdmann. 
Rev.  Prof.  J.  Lading. 
W.  J.  Mann,  L.  L. 

Rev.  Prof.  S.  Fritschel. 
Rev.  R.  Adelberg. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THE 

SECOND  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

GENERAL  COUNCIL. 


The  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  met  in  Second  Convention,  November  12th,  A.  D.  1868, 
at  10  A.  M.,  in  the  house  of  worship  of  the  First  English  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church,  Rev.  S.  Laird,  Pastor,  Pittsburgh,  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

Hymn  248  of  the  Church  Book  was  sung,  and  the  Convention 
opened  according  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod, 
Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D  ,  conducting  the  services.  Then 
was  submitted  the 

President’s  Report. 

Beloved  Brethren  : 

It  appears  from  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  that  in 
consequence  of  the  decease  of  our  lamented  brother,  Rev.  G.  Bass- 
ler,  late  President  of  the  General  Council,  the  duty  devolves  upon 
me,  as  a  Vice  President,  representing  in  part  the  oldest  Synod  in 
the  Convention,  to  occupy  the  Chair  during  the  proceedings  that 
may  be  necessary  for  your  organization.  I  enter  upon  this  duty 
with  pleasure,  because  I  know  that  in  the  few  steps  that  may  be 
required  for  such  organization,  I  shall  have  your  hearty  and  unan¬ 
imous  co-operation. 

Had  it  pleased  the  Head  of  the  Church,  whose  we  are,  and 
whmi  we  serve,  to  prolong  the  life  and  maintain  the  health  of  our 
late  President  until  this  day,  how  gladly  would  we  all  have  greeted 
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his  familiar  presence  here,  how  cheerfully  should  we  have  regarded 
the  tones  of  his  gentle  voice,  as  in  this  hour  he  would  have  called 
the  assembly  to  order  ! 

But  God  has  directed  otherwise.  The  eminent  medical  skill,  the 
affectionate  kindness  that  had  been  so  diligently  employed  on  his 
behalf,  proved  to  be  unavailing ;  but  not  so  the  prayers  of  the 
brethren  in  which  he  was  remembered.  The  spirit  of  those  prayers 
was  regarded  and  answered.  His  own  cries  were  heard  and  ac- 
cepted,  and  so  the  will  of  the  Lord  has  been  done  concerning  him, 
for  by  the  will  of  the  Lord  he  rests  from  his  labors,  and  enjoys  the 
blessing  promised  to  them  who  die  in  the  Lord.  For  us,  however, 
the  cheerfulness  of  this  hour  in  which  we  meet  as  old  familiar 
friends,  and  exchange  our  fraternal  salutations,  is  not  without  a 
shade  of  sorrow  and  regret  as  we  think  of  our  loss  in  the  character 
and  useful  labors  of  him  whom  we  knew  as  a  brother  beloved,  and 
whose  face  we  shall  see  in  the  flesh  no  more. 

The  General  Council  will  do  an  appropriate  act,  and  may  find  a 
melancholy  pleasure  in  giving  formal  and  official  utterance  to  such 
sentiments  as  may  express  its  sense  of  the  personal  worth  and  em¬ 
inent  services  of  its  first  President. 

But  the  General  Council  itself  does  not  die.  It  lives,  though  it 
may  have  its  trials.  It  lives  as  long  as  there  is  work  to  be  done 
for  the  Lord  and  His  Church,  as  long  as  a  noble  and  hearty  testi¬ 
mony  has  to  be  borne  for  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  Word.  Such 
blessing  has  rested  upon  the  Church  and  its  labors  during  the  past 
year,  that  we  may  well  remember  it  as  a  year  of  the  right  hand  of 
the  Most  High. 

We  have  come  together  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
sake  of  His  Word  which  liveth  and  abideth  forever.  We  have  one 
Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism.  We  have,  therefore,  ground  to  hope 
that  we  shall  be  able  to  live  and  work  together  as  brethren. 

Weighty  and  even  exciting  as  may  be  the  subjects  that  shall 
claim  our  attention,  may  we  not  confidently  assure  ourselves  at  the 
outset  that  we  shall  be  able,  without  making  any  compromise  with 
error,  without  countenancing  or  winking  at  any  thing  that  is  wrong, 
without  favoring  anything  that  is  extravagant,  to  agree  in  such  • 
measures  as  shall  show  that  the  Lord  is  with  us,  and  that  through 
the  Grace  of  the  Lord  we  have  the  wisdom  of  the  Serpent  and  the 
harmlessness  of  the  Dove. 
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The  Synods  represented  are  set  forth  in  the 

Register, 

I.  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ad¬ 
jacent  States. 

Organized ,  Trinity  Sunday ,  A.  D.  1748. 


MINISTERS. 


LAYMEN. 


Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeifer,  P.  P.  Prest., 

Chas.  F.  Norton, 

u  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 

L.  L.  Houpt, 

u  B.  M.  Schmucker, 

H.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.  P. 

cc  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D., 

H.  Trexler, 

u  J.  Fry, 

Christian  Pretz, 

“  B.  W.  Schmauk, 

Henry  Lehman, 

“  E.  Green wald,  D.  P., 

Paul  P.  Keller, 

“  S.  K.  Brobst, 

N.  Jacoby, 

“  A.  Spaeth, 

T.  L.  Schrack, 

“  A.  T.  Geissenhainer, 

G.  Heins. 

J.  F.  Fahs. 

II.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  the  State  of  New  York 

Adjacent  States  and  Countries. 
Organized ,  A.  D.  1787. 

Rev.  R.  Adelberg,  Prest .,  Fred.  Dauer, 

11  G.  F.  Krotel,  P.  P.,  C.  Stegeman, 

“  C.  Volz,  Peter  P.  Keller. 

“  C.  H.  rin 


Thomsen. 


III.  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Organized,  Trinity  Sunday,  A.  D.  1836. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Roof,  Prest. 


IV.  Pittsburgh  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Organized ,  January  15,  A.  D ,  1845. 


Rev.  Gr,  A.  Wenzel,  Prest., 

“  W.  A.  Passavant,  P.  D., 
“  H.  W.  Roth, 

“  S.  Laird, 

“  J.  K.  Plitt, 


A.  Louis  Thiel, 

Thos.  H.  Lane, 

H.  Jarecki, 

G-.  P.  Kughler,  M.  P. 


V.  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Wisconsin  and  Adjacent  States. 

Organized ,  May  26,  A.  D.  1850. 

Rev.  Jno.  Bading,  Prest. 
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VI,  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  District  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent 

States. 


Organized August ,  A.  D.  1857. 


Rev.  D.  Worley,  Prest ., 
“  a.  W.  Mechling, 

“  D.  Rotliacker, 
u  C.  Albrecht. 


J.  Pontius, 
Louis  Eisaman, 
G-.  A.  Glrove, 

P.  Frase,  M.  II. 


VII.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Michigan  and  other  States. 

Organized ,  A.  D.  1858. 

Rev.  S.  Klingman,  Prest. 


VIII.  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Augustana  Synod. 

\ 

Organized ,  June  5,  A.  D.  1860. 

Rev.  Prof.  T.  N  Hasselquist,  Prest. 

“  Erl.  Carlson. 


IX.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Minnesota  and  Adjacent  States. 

Organized ,  November ,  A.  D.  1860. 

X.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Canada. 

Organized ,  July ,  A.  D.  1861. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Kaehler,  Prest. ,  John  Veit. 

“  J.  Fishburn. 

XI,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Illinois  and  Adjacent  States. 
Organized ,  August  24,  A.  D.  1867. 

Rev.  S.  L.  Harkey,  Prest. 

XII,  First  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Texas. 

Organized ,  November  8,  A.  D.  1861. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Roehm,  Prest. 

XIII.  ,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa. 

Organized ,  A.  D.  1854. 

Rev.  Prof.  S.  Fritschel, 

“  J.  Deindoerfer. 


* 
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List  of  Lutheran  Ministers  whose  names  were  sent  up  to  the  Secretaries. 


Iiey.  M.  Schweigert, 

“  H.  Reck, 

“  J.  A.  Kunkelman, 
“  G.  A.  Bruegel, 

“  T.  W.  Corbet, 

“  J.  Q.  Waters, 
li  F.  Schiedt, 

“  J.  K.  Melhorn, 

“  J.  H.  Fritz, 

“  a.  W  Busby, 

“  H.  E.  Jacobs, 

“  I.  Brenneman, 

“  J.  Welfley, 

“  D.  M’Kee, 


Rev.  H.  J.  II.  Lemcke, 

“  G.  A.  Reichert, 

11  S.  H.  Swingle, 

“  J.  M.  Hantz, 

J.  A.  Kribbs, 

“  F.  C.  H.  Lampe, 

“  Axel.  Waetter, 

“  Y.  B.  Christy, 

“  A.  H.  Waters, 

“  J.  B.  Reimensnyder, 
“  D.  M.  Ivemerer, 

“  Enoch  Smith, 

11  J.  Sarver, 

“  J.  Welker. 


Revs.  J.  K.  Plitt,  J.  F.  Fahs  and  Del.  F.  Dauer  were  appoint¬ 
ed  Tellers. 

Resolved ,  That  the  hours  for  meeting  and  adjournment  be  9  and 
12  A.  M.,  and  2J  and  5  P.  M. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Sessions  of  this  Body  be  opened  with  so 
much  of  the  First  Service  of  the  Church  Book  as  precedes  the  Ser¬ 
mon,  and  closed  with  so  much  of  the  same  as  follows  the  Sermon 
(the  A.  M.  sessions  being  opened  in  the  English  and  closed  in  the 
German,  and  the  P.  M.  sessions  being  opened  in  the  German  and 
closed  in  the  English  language),  and  that  the  parts  of  the  Service 

ordinarily  sung,  which  may  not  conveniently  be  so  used,  shall  be 
said. 

The  Tellers  announced  the  result  of  the  election : 

Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  -  President . 

Rev.  H.  W.  Roth,  -  -  Eng.  Secretary. 

Rev.  A.  Spaeth,  -  -  -  G-er.  Secretary. 

Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  -  Eng.  Cor.  Secretary. 

Rev.  R.  Adelberh,  -  -  Grer.  Cor.  Secretary. 

H.  FI.  Muhlenberg,  M.  I).,  -  -  Treasurer. 

The  President  appointed, 

Committee  No.  (1),  On  Minutes  of  Last  Convention. 

Revs.  A.  T.  Geissenhainer  and  S.  Klingman. 

The  Roll  was  called,  and  documents  offered  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Convention. 

Adjourned,  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Bading. 
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Second  Session. 

Thursday,  2J  P.  IvL,  Nov.  12th. 

Verses  five  and  six  of  Hymn  248  were  sung,  and  prayer  offered 
by  Rev.  C.  Volz.  The  Minutes  were  read  and  approved.  There 
were  appointed : 


Committee  No.  (2), 

On  Minutes  of  Synods. 

Prof.  D.  Worley, 

Messrs.  H.  Lehman, 

J.  Fishburn, 

“  C.  Stegeman 

E.  Carlson, 

“  J.  Pontius, 

J.  K.  Plitt, 

“  J.  Veit. 

C.  Volz. 

Committee  No.  (8),  On  Excuses. 

Revs.  G-.  A.  AVenzel,  C.  H.  Thomsen,  and  Mr.  Lewis  Eisaman. 

Committee  On  Rules  of  Order ,  constituted  at  the  First  Conven¬ 
tion,  reported.  The  report  was  received,  considered  by  items, 
amended  and  adopted,  finally,  as  a  whole,  as  follows : 


BY-LAWS  OF  THE  GENERAL  COUNCIL 


OF  THE 


jAVANGELICAL  j^UTHERAN  jCHURCH  IN  ^AMERICA, 


I. 

(1)  Each  Convention  of  the  General  Council  $hall  be  opened  with  the 
full  morning  service,  including  the  Lord’s  Supper,  as  prescribed  in  the 
Church  Book. 

(2)  The  Sermon  at  the  opening  service  shall  be  preached  by  tlie  Pres¬ 
ident  of  the  Greneral  Council,  or  some  member  whom  he  may  designate  ; 
other  appointments  for  religious  services  during  the  Convention  shall  be 
made  by  the  President,  in  connection  with  the  Pastor  of  the  Church  in 
which  the  services  are  held. 

(3)  The  Presiding  Officer  shall  organize  the  Convention  according  to 
Article  I,  Sec.  2,  of  the  Constitution.  He  shall  require  certificates  of 
appointment  from  delegates  claiming  seats,  and  decide  upon  the  validity 
of  credentials.  An  appeal  from  his  decision  may  be  made  to  the  Con¬ 
vention,  after  the  whole  number  of  certificates  shall  have  been  presented. 

(4)  No  Member  of  the  General  Council  shall  be  permitted  to  absent 
himself  from  the  sessions  of  the  Convention  without  valid  excuse,  of  which 
the  Council  shall  be  the  judge. 

(5)  Each  session  of  the  Convention  shall  be  opened  and  closed  with 
devotional  exercises. 
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II.  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

FIRST  DAY. 

(1)  Opening  of  the  Convention,  according  to  the  order  prescribed  for 
such  occasions. 

(2)  Calling  of  the  Roll  of  Synods  in  connection  with  the  G-eneral  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  recording  of  the  names  of  Delegates. 

(3)  Admission  of  new  Synods. 

(4)  Election  of  Officers. 

(5)  Reading  of  the  Minutes  of  last  Convention,  or  the  reference  of 
them  to  a  Committee. 

(6)  Report  of  Treasurer,  and  reference  of  it  to  a  Committee  for  audit. 

(7)  Reception  of  Minutes  or  Reports  from  the  Synods,  and  any  other 
Documents  intended  for  the  General  Council. 

(8)  Reception  of  Representatives  of  Synods,  according  to  last  clause  of 
Article  I,  Sec.  2,  of  Constitution. 

(9)  Giving  of  notice  of  important  business  to  be  brought  before  the 
General  Council  for  its  action. 

(10)  Appointment  of  Committees  by  the  President  to  report  on  docu¬ 
ments  and  papers  which  have  been  presented,  demanding  the  attention  of 
the  General  Council. 

(11)  The  determination  of  questions  of  special  order  for  subsequent 
sessions,  or  other  miscellaneous  business. 

OTHER  DAYS. 

1.  Calling  of  the  Roll. 

2.  Reading  and  approval  of  the  Minutes. 

3.  Unfinished  Business. 

4.  Reports  of  Standing  Committees. 

5.  Reports  of  Special  Committees. 

6.  Any  other  business. 

III.  RULES  OF  ORDER. 

(1)  All  reports  and  propositions  intended  for  the  action  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  shall,  as  far  as  possible,  be  presented  in  each  language  in 
general  use  in  the  Council. 

(2)  No  subject  shall  be  regarded  as  properly  before  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  which  has  not  first  been  moved,  seconded,  and  committed  to  writing. 

(3)  When  a  motion  is  made  and  seconded,  if  objection  be  made  to  the 
discussion  of  it,  the  question  shall  be  put  to  the  Convention  whether  it 
shall  be  discussed  or  not;  and  if  decided  in  the  negative,  the  motion  can¬ 
not  be  entertained,  and  shall  not  be  entered  upon  the  Minutes,  except  by 
order  of  the  Convention. 

(4)  When  a  motion  or  proposition  made  and  seconded  has  in  it  two  or 
more  points  capable  of  separation,  the  question  shall  be  divided  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  any  member  of  the  Convention,  and  the  vote  taken  on  each  point 
separately. 

(5)  A  motion  or  proposition  before  the  Convention  may,  at  any  time 
during  the  discussion  of  it,  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover,  provided  no  ob¬ 
jection  be  made  to  such  withdrawal. 
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(6)  Amendments  to  any  motion  or  proposition  before  the  Convention 
are  always  in  order,  but  not  beyond  the  third  degree. 

(7)  When  a  question  is  under  discussion,  no  other  motion  shall  be  en¬ 
tertained,  except  to  adjourn,  to  lay  on  the  table,  to  postpone,  to  refer,  to 
amend,  or  to  close  debate.  The  question  on  such  motions  shall  have  pre¬ 
cedence  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  here  enumerated,  and  must  be 
taken  without  debate,  unless  the  motion  be  to  refer  or  amend. 

(8)  When  the  vote  upon  a  question  has  been  taken,  the  subject  shall 
not  again  be  brought  up,  or  any  further  discussed,  unless  a  motion  by  one 
who  voted  with  the  majority  has  first  been  made  and  passed  to  reconsider 
the  action. 

(9)  The  President  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order ;  but  any  member 
may  appeal  from  his  decision  to  the  Convention,  in  which  case  all  remarks, 
except  for  explanation,  shall  cease,  until  the  vote  is  taken. 

(10)  All  questions  shall  be  taken  by  calling  for  the  Ayes  and  Noes, 
or,  in  cases  of  doubt,  by  rising.  But  if  five  members  request  it,  the  roll 
shall  be  called,  and  the  Yeas  and  Nays  recorded. 

(11)  Members  in  speaking  shall  address  the  President,  avoid  improper 
personalities,  or  disrespectful  language,  and  keep  strictly  to  the  subject 
under  consideration.  No  one  shall  be  interrupted  in  his  remarks  except 
with  his  consent,  or  for  explanations  that  may  render  them  unnecessary, 
or  for  violations  of  the  Rules  of  Order. 

(12)  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  motion 
without  permission  of  the  Convention.  The  President  shall  not  take  part 
in  the  discussions  without  leaving  the  chair  and  appointing  some  one  to 
occupy  it  in  his  stead,  for  the  time  being. 

Resolved ,  That  Committee  No.  (2),  On  Minutes  of  Synods,  be 
instructed  to  report  at  the  opening  of  to-morrowT  morning’s  Ses¬ 
sion,  any  action  recorded  in  the  Minutes  submitted  having  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Resolution  on  page  19  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  fA.  D.  1867,  and  that  such  report  be 
the  order  for  that  time. 

Adjourned. 


Third  Session. 

Friday,  9  A.  M.,  13th  Nov. 

Convention  assembled.  Rev.  A.  T.  Geissenhainer  conducted  the 
opening  services.  II  Cor.  vi.  and  St.  Luke  iv.  1-15,  were  read, 
and  Hymn  6  sung.  The  roll  was  called ;  Minutes  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

Committee  No.  (2), 

On  Minutes  of  Synods , 

reported  : 

In  accordance  with  instructions  your  Committee  respectfully  re¬ 
port  the  following  action  of  the  several  District  Synods,  for  such 
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consideration  as  may  be  required  to  give  expression  to  the  position 
of  the  General  Council  on  the  points  therein  involved. 

Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania .  (Minutes,  1868,  pp.  36-7.) 

New  York  Ministerium.  (German  Minutes,  1868,  p.  37.) 

Pittsburgh  Synod .  (Min.  1868,  p.  — .) 

Wisconsin  Synod.  (Min.  1868,  pp.  14-18.) 

English  District  Synod  of  Ohio.  (Min.  1868,  p.  — .) 

Augustana  Synod.  (Min.  1868,  p.  — .) 

Illinois  Synod.  (Min.  1868,  pp.  9-12.) 

The  above  are  all  the  Minutes  of  A.  D.  1868  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

D.  Worley,  Del.  Henry  Lehman, 
J.  Fishburn,  “  C.  Stegeman, 

Erl.  Carlson,  “  J.  Pontius, 

J.  K.  Plitt,  “  J.  Veit. 

C.  Volz, 

The  report  was  received,  and  the  extracts  from  Minutes  read. 

Resolved ,  That  the  points  embraced  in  this  report  be  taken  up 
in  such  order  as  the  Council  directs,  and,  after  full  discussion,  they 
be  referred  to  a  Committee,  which  shall  prepare  a  report  for  the 
action  of  the  General  Council ;  said  Committee  to  be  constituted 
by  the  District  Synods,  and  to  consist  of  one  Minister  and  one  Lay  - 
man  chosen  by  each  delegation. 

Resolved ,  That  “  Mixed  Communion”  be  considered. 

Resolved ,  That  a  Committee,  of  which  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant  be 
Chairman,  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Minute  on  the  death  of  Rev. 
G.  Bassler. 

Resolved ,  That  the  District  Synods,  at  the  opening  of  the  P. 
M.  Session,  report  their  selection  for  the  Committee  on  the  “Four 
Points.” 

Pending  the  discussion  of  the  topic  under  consideration, 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  S.  Klingman. 

Fourth  Session. 

Friday,  2J  P.  M.,  13th  Nov. 

Council  met.  “  Komm ,  0  komm  du  Greist  des  Lebens ”  was  sung, 
and  prayer  offered  by  Rev.  J.  Bading.  The  Minutes  were  read 
and  approved. 


The  President  appointed  Committee  No.  (4),  On  the  Death  of 
President  Bassler ,  Revs.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  C.  P.  Krauth, 
D.  D.,  J.  Fishburn,  and  Messrs.  H.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D.,  and 
G.  A.  Grove. 

The  following  names  were  presented  in  accordance  with  this 
morning’s  resolution,  and  constitute 
Committee  No.  (5), 

On  the  “  Four  Points .” 


MINISTERS. 


LAYMEN. 


Rev.  C.  P.  Krautli,  D.  D.,  H.  H.  Muhlenberg, 
“  R.  Adelberg,  Peter  P.  Keller, 

“  J.  A.  Roof, 

“  Samuel  Laird,  T.  H.  Lane, 

“  J.  Bading, 

“  G.  W.  Mechling,  G.  A.  Grove, 

11  S.  Klingman, 

“  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist, 

“  J.  Eishburn,  J.  Veit, 

“  S.  L.  Harkey, 

“  J.  C.  Roehm, 


M.  D.,  Pennsylvania  Synod. 
N.  Y.  Ministerium. 
Eng.  Synod  of  Ohio. 
Pittsburgh  Synod. 
Wisconsin  Synod. 

Eng.  Dist.  Ohio  Synod. 
Michigan  Synod. 
Augustana  Synod. 
Canada  Synod. 

Illinois  Synod. 

Texas  Synod. 


Resolved ,  That  “Exchange  of  Pulpits”  be  considered. 
Pending  the  discussion,  adjourned. 


Fifth,  Session. 

Saturday,  9  A.  M.,  14th  Nov. 

Council  assembled.  The  devotional  exercises  were  conducted 
by  Revs.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D.,  and  S.  L.  Harkey,  I  Cor.  xiii. 
and  John  xvii.  1-21  being  read,  and  part  of  Hymn  9  sung.  The 
roll  was  called,  and  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

An  invitation  to  visit  the  House  of  Refuge  was  extended  to  the 
members  of  the  General  Council. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Body  acknowledge  the  courtesy  of  the  Board 
of  Managers,  and  if  time  permit  will  accept  their  kind  invitation. 

The  Delegation  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  announced  that  the 
vacancies  in  its  Lay-representation  were  filled  by  the  appointment 
of  Messrs.  J.  L.  Schrack  and  G.  Heins,  and  asked  their  names  to 
be  placed  on  the  Register. 
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Rev.  Prof.  D.  Worley  and  Mr.  J.  Pontius  received  leave  of 
absence. 

The  topic  under  consideration  was  discussed  until  eleven  and 
one-half,  A.  M.,  when  it  had  been  resolved  to  adjourn. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Prof.  S.  Fritschel. 


Sixth.  Session. 

Monday,  9  A.  M.,  16th  Nov. 

Council  assembled.  The  devotional  services  were  conducted  by 
Revs.  B.  M.  Schmucker  and  J.  A.  Kunkelman.  Gal.  i.  1-12,  and 
Matt.  vii.  15-20  and  24-29  were  read.  The  roll  was  called.  The 
Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  with  this  A.  M.  Session  the  discussion  upon  the 
remaining  points  be  closed,  and  the  whole  matter  referred  to  Com¬ 
mittee  No.  (<5j,  which  shall  report  on  to-morrow  morning. 

Rev.  J.  C.  Roehm,  of  the  First  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of 
Texas,  presented  his  credentials  as  Delegate  from  that  Body.  ITis 
papers  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Com.  No.  (6),  On  the  Application 
of  the  Texas  Synod.  Revs.  S.  K.  Probst,  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D.  and 
Mr.  A.  L.  Thiel. 

Resolved ,  That  “  Secret  Societies”  be  considered. 

Resolved ,  That  the  remainder  of  the  A.  M.  Session  be  equally 
divided  between  this  topic  and  “  Chiliasm” 

Resolved ,  That  “Home  Missions”  be  the  order  of  business  for 
the  P.  M.  Session,  next  after  the  report  of  Commitee  No.  (6). 

Committee  No.  (1)  reported.  Report  received  and  ordered  for 
consideration  after  “  Home  Missions .” 

Committee  No.  (f)  reported.  Report  received  and  laid  over  for 
future  consideration. 

Rev.  C.  Volz  was  excused  from  further  attendance. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Kaehler. 


Seventh  Session. 

Monday,  2J  P.  M.,  16th  Nov. 

Council  assembled.  uO  heiVger  deist ,  Kehr  hei  uns  ein  ’  was 
sung,  and  prayer  offered  by  Rev.  Prof.  S.  Fritschel. 
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Com.  No.  (6), 

On  Application  of  the  Texas  Synod , 

reported : 

It  appears  from  the  papers  which  have  been  placed  in  the  hands 
of  your  Committee,  that  the  Texas  Synod  fully  and  heartily  agrees 
with  the  “Fundamental  Principles”  of  the  General  Council,  but  in 
consequence  of  some  mistake  has  not  yet  formally  adopted  the  Con¬ 
stitution  of  this  Body. 

Your  Committee  therefore  propose  the  following  action: 

Resolved ,  That  the  First  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Texas 
be  received  into  connection  with  this  Body,  with  the  understanding, 
that  at  the  next  meeting  of  said  Synod  our  Constitution  be  regu¬ 
larly  and  formally  adopted. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

S.  K.  Probst, 

G.  F.  Krotel, 

Del.  A.  L.  Thiel. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions 

reported  : 

At  the  first  Convention  of  this  Body,  held  at  Ft.  Wayne,  lnd., 
in  Nov.  1867,  the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  Committee  on 
Missions,  with  special  instructions,  having  reference  principally 
to  the  action  of  the  Council  at  this  Convention.  They  were  “  to 
prepare  for  its  consideration  such  By-Laws  as  may  be  necessary  to 
conduct  its  missionary  operations  in  the  future,  and  also  to  recom¬ 
mend  a  uniform  Plan  of  Action  for  the  consideration  of  the  District 
Synods,  by  which  they  may  co-operate  with  this  Body”  in  the  Do¬ 
mestic  Missionary  Work. 

In  compliance  with  these  instructions  the  Committee  respectfully 
present  to  the  consideration  of  this  Council,  the  accompanying 
By-L  aws  relating  to  Missions,  for  the  carrying  on  of  this  important 
part  of  its  work  among  our  home  population.  They  also  present 
“  A  plan  of  action  ’  for  the  consideration  of  the  District  Synods, 
which  in  its  leading  principles  and  details  has  been  proven  to  be  at 
once  simple  and  effective,  local  and  comprehensive  in  its  working 
for  upward  of  twenty  years,  in  one  of  our  most  active  missionary 
Synods.  The  Committee,  in  presenting  this  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Council,  and  the  District  Synods,  do  not  wish  to  imply  that 
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this  plan  cannot  be  improved,  nor  yet  that  it  must  be  adopted  in 
all  its  parts.  The  end  proposed  by  the  Council  will  have  been  se¬ 
cured,  if  the  general  plan  is  engrafted  upon  the  different  Synodical 
organizations  of  this  Body — thus  affording  each  District  Synod  a 
working  staff,  with  plans  and  rules  of  action,  and  the  General 
Council  a  local  organization  on  each  territory  occupied  by  a  Synod, 
through  which  its  Committee  may  operate  efficiently  in  this  great 
Mission  work  entrusted  to  our  care. 

Mission  Work  and  Statistics. 

At  the  same  Convention,  the  Committee  were  authorized  to 
create  a  Provisional  Treasury,  and  to  disburse  such  voluntary  offer¬ 
ings  as  might  be  appropriated  to  the  general  work  of  Home  Mis¬ 
sions.  As  the  result  of  correspondence  and  personal  interview 
with  brethren  of  different  Synods,  it  was,  however,  soon  apparent, 
that  any  effort  to  attract  funds  to  such  a  treasury,  in  the  peculiar 
situation  of  our  Eastern  Synods,  would  seriously  interfere  with  the 
fulfillment  of  the  obligations  they  had  already  assumed  to  various 
Synods  and  missions  in  the  West,  but  more  particularly  to  those 
Institutions  in  their  own  territory,  whose  pressing  needs  demanded 
their  undivided  attention.  The  extraordinary  labors,  also,  which 
devolved  upon  the  clerical  members  of  the  Committee,  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  services  of  the  Jubilee  Year,  made  all  direct  work  for 
Missions  out  of  our  own  Synod  impossible,  except  the  collection  of 
information,  by  correspondence  with  our  scattered  pastors  and  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  West.  Much  of  this  is  of  great  interest,  and  will  be  of 
material  service  in  the  future  mission  operations  of  the  Council. 
But  while  this  correspondence  and  the  personal  observations  of  one 
of  our  number,  have  brought  to  light  a  mass  of  facts  and  statistics — 
the  information  gained  reveals  an  extent  and  breadth  of  spiritual 
destitution,  among  the  various  populations  in  historical  connection 
with  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  it  was  impossible,  before,  to 
have  had  any  clear  conception ! 

The  fact,  that  within  the  past  six  months  upward  of  50,000 
persons  have  emigrated  to  the  North  West  from  the  Lutheran 
kingdoms  of  Sweden  and  Norway  alone,  bringing  with  them  but 
two  or  three  ministers,  indicates,  indeed,  the  greatness  of  the  in¬ 
coming  emigration,  but  is  silent  concerning  the  tens  of  thousands 
of  Scandinavians  already  in  the  West,  who  are  literally  as  sheep 
without  a  shepherd. 
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The  immigration  from  the  various  countries  of  Germany,  which, 
for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  has  been  spreading  itself  princi¬ 
pally  over  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  is  so  vast  in  its  pro¬ 
portions,  and  so  important  in  all  its  relations  to  the  future  of  our 
country  and  our  common  Protestantism,  that  its  wide-spread  and 
appalling  destitution  makes  the  heart  sick,  as  we  think  of  the  mel¬ 
ancholy  inadequacy  of  all  existing  means  to  supply  its  needs  ! 

The  wide  dispersion,  also,  of  our  English  speaking  Lutherans — 
the  children  and  members  of  our  Churches  in  the  East — over  the 
entire  Western  States  and  Territories,  not  merely  by  individuals 
and  families,  but  also  in  isolated  groups  and  small  settlements,  is  a 
subject  of  most  painful  contemplation,  as  we  reflect  upon  the  slow 
but  certain  processes  of  dispersion  and  decay  which  annually  carry 
away  from  the  Church  of  the  Reformation  much  of  its  most  hope¬ 
ful  and  excellent  material.  We  need  only  take  a  map  of  the 
Western  States  and  mark  every  point  where  a  church  exists,  to 
realize,  that  over  a  broad  belt,  both  of  States  and  Territories,  reli¬ 
gious  destitution ,  so  far  as  our  people  are  concerned,  is  the  rule ,  and 
supply  the  exception  !  Hundreds  of  ministers  are  needed;  “not 
because  there  are  so  many  vacamt  churches,  but  because  there  are 
so  many  places  vacant  of  churches.”  Not  a  few  townships  merely, 
soon  to  be  covered  with  living  men — but  whole  tiers  of  counties, 
entire  segments  and  quarters  of  States,  and  in  not  a  few  sad  instances 
whole  States  and  Territories,  are  destitute  of  a  single  Lutheran 
Pastor — while  our  children  from  the  East,  and  from  the  Old  World, 
dwell  on  every  side,  and  need  but  the  living  ministry  to  gather 
them  again  into  Churches  of  the  Redeemer  ! 

In  addition  to  these  wide  harvest  fields,  the  Southern  States, 
throughout  their  entire  extent,  are  open  to  the  labors  of  our  Lu¬ 
theran  Communion.  The  existing  Synods  of  our  Church  on  this 
territory  sympathize  warmly  with  us  in  our  struggles  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  pure  faith.  They  send  their  students  to  our  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary.  They  seek  from  our  emigrant  populations,  the 
tillers  and  purchasers  of  their  lands.  And  in  a  few  years  a  vast 
network  of  new  congregations  and  churches  in  the  cities,  towns 
and  villages  of  the  South  will  gladden  our  hearts,  if,  after  the  frat¬ 
ricidal  strife  of  past  years,  the  Church  will  go  forth  to  meet  these 
brethren  with  the  olive  branch  of  peace,  and  the  gospel  of  recon¬ 
ciliation  to  lost  and  sinful  man.  Its  messages  shall  be  alike  for  the 
healing  of  the  nation  and  the  saving  of  the  soul. 
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Without  adverting  to  the  fields  of  our  older  Synods,  nearer 
home,  where  the  number  of  our  ministers  is  so  small,  and  the  va¬ 
cant  congregations  with  their  ever  increasing  centres  of  destitu¬ 
tion,  are  so  many,  that  they  are  even  now  most  extensive  mission 
fields  ;  the  great  States  of  the  West,  with  their  solemn,  silent 
forests',  their  sky-bounded  prairies,  which  invite  the  plow-share  to 
their  fertile  bosom — and  vast  inland  seas,  where  are  gathering  the 
yeomanry  of  all  nations,  and  the  youth  and  manhood  of  the  Saxon 
and  Scandinavian  races — are  the  special  fields  toward  which  we 
must  direct  our  thoughts,  our  efforts  and  our  plans.  The#y  will 
soon  be  the  centre  of  the  United  States  —  the  wondrous  seat  of 
power  and  influence  for  Christ  or  against  Him,  in  the  great  struggle 
which  is  going  on  between  the  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  the  Man 
of  Sin  and  the  Prince  of  this  world.  To  those  who  are  unac¬ 
quainted  with  its  vast  breadth  of  States  and  Territories,  who  have 
not  traversed  its  broad  meridian  lines,  or  mingled  with  its  busy 
and  restless  population,  it  is  wholly  impossible  to  convey  any  just 
idea  of  its  character,  its  importance  and  its  far-reaching  influence 
on  the  future  of  the  Church  and  the  world. 

But  that  which  we  can  comprehend,  is  the  sickening  fact,  that 
while  the  Man  of  Sin  has  cathedrals  in  every  city,  and  chapels 
and  churches  in  almost  every  town  and  village — the  Children  of 
the  Reformation  are  as  Israel  in  their  dispersion — -often  without  a 
shepherd  or  a  fold.  Oh  it  is  enough  to  make  the  heart  break  by 
reason  of  its  heaviness,  to  look  upon  this  state  of  things,  and  to 
feel  the  utter  powerlessness  of  existing  agencies  to  meet  this  mighty 
need.  With  the  Apostles  we  must  exclaim,  “  Lord,  unto  whom  can 
we  go  but  unto  Thee,”  and  send  up  the  piercingyry,  “  Quicken  Thou 
us  according  to  Thy  word.”  God  only  can  “  quicken ”  to  a  mightier 
energy,  to  a  more  comprehensive  purpose,  to  more  enlarged  plans? 
to  more  liberal  devisings  and  to  holier  consecrations  of  talent, 
wealth  and  toil  in  making  known  the  mercy  of  God,  to  the  wide 
destitutions  on  every  side. 

It  was  the  commendation  by  our  blessed  Lord  of  one  who  brake 
the  alabaster  box  of  precious  ointment  for  His  anointing,  that  “  She 
hath  done  what  she  could.”  It  is  our  duty,  as  the  General  Council 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  to  do  the  same.  More  we 
cannot  do.  Less  than  this,  we  dare  not  do — lest  the  curse  should 
fall  upon  us,  ‘‘Curse  ye  Meroz ,  curse  ye  bitterly  the  inhabitants' 
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thereof  \  because  they  came  not  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord ,  to  the  help 
of  the  Lord  against  the  mighty .”  What  that  duty  is,  in  its  extent 
and  details,  we  will  never  know  until  we  begin  to  do  our  utmost  in 
the  great  missionary  work  to  which  the  Master  calls  us. 

We  dare  not  wait  an  hour  longer  in  sinful  indifference  and 
slothful  inactivity.  We  dare  not  say  :  “It  is  yet  three  months  and 
then  cometh  the  harvest.  Behold!  even  now  the  fields  are  white 
unto  the  harvest.”  The  sickle  must  at  once  be  thrust  in,  and  the 
perishing  harvest  of  souls  be  secured  for  Christ  our  Lord. 

The  time  for  united  and  vigorous  action  has  fully  come.  An 
arm  of  strength  and  power  has  been  perfected  by  the  organization 
of  an  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  for  the  General 
Council.  A  “Plan  of  Action”  has  been  prepared,  under  which 
the  District  Synods,  it  is  believed,  will  be  able  efficiently  to  culti¬ 
vate  their  own  fields,  and  aid  in  the  same  holy  work  “in  the  regions 
beyond.” 

Ten  thousand  dollars  is  the  least  possible  amount  which  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  can  name  as  the  sum  which  should  be  devoted 
to  the  thorough  exploration  and  setting  in  order  of  the  many  prom¬ 
ising  fields  which  we  desire  at  once  to  enter — and  cultivate  during 
the  coming  year.  How  easy  to  raise  this  amount,  by  living  more 
simply,  by  cutting  off  needless  indulgences,  and  by  giving  of  the 
first  fruits  of  all  our  increase  to  this  consecrated  cause.  Are  we 
asking  too  much,  when  we  express  the  hope  that  this  youthful  but 
vigorous  body  would  signalize  its  second  convention,  by  laying 
upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord,  offerings  and  pledges  equal  to  this  sum? 
Such  a  loving  and  liberal  provision  for  the  souls  of  the  perishing, 
would  be  as  life  from  the  dead  to  thousands.  It  would  begin  a 
new  era  in  the  Church.  It  would  crown  our  Jubilee  Year  with  the 
blessings  of  those  ready  to  perish. 

W.  A.  Passavant,  Thos.  II.  Lane, 

G.  A.  Wenzel,  A.  Louis  Thiel, 

S.  Laird,  Wm.  P.  Weyman. 

H.  W.  Both, 

II.  Reck, 

Executive  Com.  on  Home  Missions. 
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B  Y-L  A  W  S 

FOR  THE 


jExECUTIVE  jDoMMITTEE  ON  jdOME  JVllSSIONS 


OF  THE 


General  Council  of  tie  Evangelical  Lutheran  .Church  in  America. 


1.  The  Mission  work  of  the  General  Council  in  this  country  shall  be 
under  the  management  of  a  Committee,  to  be  known  as  the  Executive 
Committee  on  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

2.  The  object  of  this  Committee  shall  be  to  plant  and  sustain  Churches 
through  the  preaching  of  the  Divine  Word  and  the  administering  of  the 
Sacraments,  according  to  the  faith  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  as 
set  forth  in  the  doctrinal  basis  of  this  body,  and  also  to  aid  the  Synods  of 
the  General  Council  in  carrying  on  the  same  work  within  their  bounds. 
But  the  Committee  shall  not  establish  or  have  control  of  Missions  within 
the  territory  of  a  Synod  in  regular  connection  with  the  General  Council, 
except  in  co  operation  with,  and  through  the  agency  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  Missions  of  such  Synod,  or  with  its  consent. 

3.  This  Committee,  constituted  equally  of  Ministers  and  Laymen,  shall 
consist  of  ten  members,  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot  at  each  Annual 
Convention  of  the  General  Council,  and  five  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business  at  any  of  its  meetings  regularly  convened. 

4.  This  Committee  shall  be  empowered  to  make  its  own  Buies;  call  its 
own  meetings;  fill  all  vacancies  in  its  number  until  the  next  Convention; 
appoint  all  Missionaries  to  the  fields  under  its  exclusive  control,  also  all 
Superintendents  and  Agents;  determine  the  character  and  sphere  of  their 
labors;  collect  and  disburse  all  moneys  for  their  support,  and  report  in 
detail  its  operations  to  each  regular  Convention  of  the  General  Council. 

5.  This  Committee  shall  choose  its  own  officers,  who  shall  be  a  Presi¬ 
dent,  Vice  President,  an  English  and  a  German  Secretary,  and  a  Treas¬ 
urer,  who  shall  give  security  to  such  amount  as  the  Committee  from  time 
to  time  may  require. 

6.  These  officers  and  their  successors  regularly  chosen  shall  secure  and 
hold  in  trust  all  properties  which  the  General  Council  may  acquire  in  the 
course  of  its  Hqme  Missionary  operations. 

7.  This  Committee  is  authorized  to  accept  any  Mission  funds  or  fields 
which  the  District  Synods,  connected  with  the  General  Council,  may  from 
time  to  time  place  under  its  care ;  and  all  District  Synods  connected  with 
this  Body  shall  present  to  the  officers  of  this  Committee  an  Annual  Re¬ 
port  of  their  Mission  operations,  to  be  incorporated  in  the  Annual  Report 
of  this  Committee  to  the  General  Council. 

8.  Alterations  may  be  made  in  these  By-Laws  only  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  General  Council  at  any  Annual  Convention. 
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PLAN  OF  ACTION 

PROPOSED  FOR  THE 

MISSION  WORK  OF  DISTRICT  SYNODS. 

ARTICLE  I. 

Section  1.  At  the  annual  election  for  Synodical  officers,  the  Synod 
shall  also  hold  an  election  for  a  Missionary  President,  who  shall  be  chosen 
in  the  manner  specified  by  its  Constitution.  The  same  person  may  be 
annually  re-elected  for  any  number  of  successive  years. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Missionary  President: 

'(1)  To  superintend  the  work  of  Missions  which  has  been  resolved  upon 
by  the  Synod,  and  co-operate  with  the  Mission  Committee  in  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  same. 

(2)  To  take  part  with  the  Mission  Committee  in  the  appointment  of 
all  Missionaries  (whose  appointment  shall  be  confirmed  by  the  Synod), 
unless  in  cases  where  appointments  are  left  in  his  hands. 

(3)  To  diligently  employ  all  the  time,  in  which  he  is  not  engaged  in 
superintending  the  Missionary  work,  or  in  supplying  his  own  charge,  in 
exploring  the  destitute  territory  of  Synod  and  setting  in  order  new  fields 
of  labor. 

(4)  To  present  a  written  report  at  every  Synodical  Convention,  of  the 
state  of  the  Missions  under  its  care,  which  shall  embrace  all  items  of  in- 

«r  ’ 

terest  connected  with  the  Missionary  work,  and  such  suggestions  as  in 
his  judgment  are  calculated  to  advance  the  cause  of  Christ. 

(5)  To  draw  all  orders  on  the  Treasurer  of  Synod  for  the  quarterly 
appropriations  to  the  Missionaries. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Section  1.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  Synod,  a  Committee  shall  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  consisting  of  one  ordained  Minister  from  each  Conference  District, 
which  shall  be  styled  the  Mission  Committee — the  members  of  which 
may  be  re-appointed  for  successive  years. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee,  in  connection  with  the 
Missionary  President,  to  lay  out  the  various  Mission  fields,  appoint  the 
Missionaries,  determine  the  appropriations  to  their  support,  and  present 
the  whole  plan  of  operations  for  the  ensuing  year  to  the  Synod  for  its 
sanction  or  alteration. 

Sec.  3.  If  the  duties  of  the  Missionary  President  are  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  make  compensation  necessary,  the  Mission  Committee  shall  deter¬ 
mine  the  amount  of  his  salary,  and  recommend  the  necessary  action  by 
the  Synod. 

Sec.  4.  The  Mission  Committee,  in  connection  with  the  Missionary 
President,  shall  have  power  to  draw  up  a  Table  of  Instructions  for  the 
Missionaries  under  their  care,  require  from  them  quarterly  and  annual 
reports,  and  may  publish  such  extracts  from  their  correspondence  as 
would  be  helpful  to  the  cause. 

Sec.  5.  In  case  the  Missionary  President  remove  out  of  the  bounds  of 
the  Synod,  resign  his  office,  or  depart  this  life,  then  the  Mission  Commit- 
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tee  shall  make  such  provision  for  the  continuation  of  the  work,  until  the 
next  meeting  of  Synod,  as  in  their  judgment  shall  best  promote  the  inter¬ 
ests  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom. 

ARTICLE  III. 

The  Missionary  operations  of  this  Synod,  whether  conducted  wholly 
through  its  own  Missionary  organization,  and  supported  by  the  contribu¬ 
tions  of  its  own  Churches,  or  assisted  in  the  same  by  the  Mission  Commit¬ 
tee  of  the  General  Council,  shall  be  regarded  as  a  part  of  the  general 
Missionary  work,  and  its  officers  shall  co-operate  with  the  Executive 
Cammittee  on  Home  Missions ,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  and  annu¬ 
ally  report  to  it  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Missionary  work  in 
their  Synodical  bounds. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

Alterations  may  be  made  in  the  Ey-Laws,  at  any  regular  Convention  of 
Synod,  by  a  twoAhird  vote. 

The  Report  was  received.  Pending  its  consideration  in  detail, 
adjourned. 


Eighth  Session. 

Tuesday,  9  A.  M.,  17th  Nov. 

Council  assembled.  Devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by 
Revs.  J.  Fry  and  B.  W.  Schmauk,  II  Tim.  ii.  1-10,  and  Matt, 
x.  16-22  being  read,  and  Hymn  514  sung. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  Treasurer,  IT.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D.,  presented 
his  report,  and  was  excused  from  further  attendance.  His  report 
was  received,  and  submitted  to 

Committee  No.  (7),  Auditing  Committee. 

Messrs.  C.  Stegeman  and  Paul  P.  Keller. 

Resuming  the  business  of  the  Convention,  the  u  By-Faws  for 
the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  ”  (p.  19)  were  adopted 
as  a  whole. 

Committee  No.  (5),  On  the  “  Four  Points ,” 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krautli,  Chairman , 

reported.  A  Minority  Report  was  also  presented.  Both  reports 
were  received,  and  pending  the  consideration  of  the  Majority  Re¬ 
port,  adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Reichert. 


Ninth  Session. 


Tuesday,  2b  P.  M.,  17th  Nov. 

Council  assembled.  “ Komm,  0  komm  du  deist  des  Lebens” 
was  sung:,  and  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Bading.  The  Minutes  were  read 
and  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  Lay-members  of  this  Convention  whose  business 
engagements  require  it,  have  leave  of  absence  aftel  this  Session. 

The  Report  under  consideration  was  again  taken  up,  and  after 
alteration  and  full  discussion,  unanimously  adopted  as  follows: 

I.  AS  REGARDS  “  CH1LIASM.” 

1.  This  Council  holds  firmly  the  doctrine  of  our  Lord’s  coming,  and 
the  associated  Articles,  touching  the  Last  Things,  as  they  are  set  forth  in 
the  General  Creeds  and  in  the  Augsburg  Confession,  in  that  sense  of  them 
which  has-been  undisputed  among  all  who  have  made  a  credible  profes¬ 
sion  of  unreserved  acceptance  of  the  Lutheran  faith. 

2.  The  General  Council  has  neither  had,  nor  would  consent  to  have, 
fellowship  with  any  Synod  which  tolerates  the  “Jewish  opinions”  or 
“  Chiliastic  opinions  ”  condemned  in  the  XVII  Article  of  the  Augsburg 
Confession. 

3.  The  points  on  which  our  Confession  has  not  been  explicit,  or  on 
which  its  testimony  is  not  at  present  interpreted  in  precisely  the  same 
way  by  persons  equally  intelligent  and  honest,  and  equally  unreserved  agd 
worthy  of  belief  in  their  professions  of  adherence  to  the  Confession,  should 
continue  to  be  the  subjects  of  calm,  thorough,  Scriptural  and  prayerful  in¬ 
vestigation,  until  we  shall  see  perfectly  eye  to  eye  both  as  regards  the 
teaching  of  God’s  Word  and  the  testimony  of  our  Church. 

II.  AS  REGARDS  “SECRET  SOCIETIES.” 

We  would  propose  this  declaration : 

1.  Though  mere  secresy  in  association  be  not  in  itself  immoral,  yet  as  it 
is  so  easily  susceptible  of  abuse,  and  in  its  abuse  may  work,  as  it  has  often 
worked,  great  mischief  in  Family,  Church  and  State,  we  earnestly  beseech 
all  good  men  to  ponder  the  question  whether  the  benefits  they  believe  to 
be  connected  with  secret  societies  might  not  be  equally  reached  in  modes 
not  liable  to  the  same  abuse. 

2.  Any  and  all  societies  for  moral  and  religious  ends  which  do  not  rest 
on  the  supreme  authority  of  God’s  Holy  Word,  as  contained  in  the  Old 
and  New  Testaments — which  do  not  recognize  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as 
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the  true  God  and  the  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man — which  teach 
doctrines  or  have  usages  or  forms  of  worship  condemned  in  God’s  Word 
and  in  the  Confessions  of  His  Church — which  assume  to  themselves  what 
God  has  given  to  His  Church  and  its  Ministers — which  require  undefined 
obligations  to  be  assumed  by  oath,  are  uuChristian,  and  we  solemnly  warn 
our  members  and  ministers  against  all  fellowship  with,  or  connivance  at 
associations  which  have  this  character. 

3.  All  connection  with  infidel  and  immoral  associations  we  consider  as 
requiring  the  exercise  of  prompt  and  decisive  discipline,  and  after  faithful 
and  patient  monition  and  teaching  from  God’s  Word,  the  cutting  off  the 
persistent  and  obstinate  offender  from  the  communion  of  the  Church  until 
he  abandons  them  and  shows  a  true  repentance. 

4-  We  would  earnestly  direct  the  attention  of  our  Congregations  to  the 
great  importance  not  only  of  pure  and  large  benevolence,  but  also  to  the 
duty  and  desirableness  of  arrangements  by  which  systematic  provision 
could  be  made  by  Church  members  for  the  time  of  sickness  and  want,  and 
for  widows  and  orphans.  • 

III.  AS  REGARDS  “  EXCHANGE  OF  PULPITS.” 

We  hold : 

1.  That  the  purity  of  the  Pulpit  should  be  guarded  with  the  most 
conscientious  care,  and  that  no  man  shall  be  admitted  to  our  pulpits, 
whether  of  the  Lutheran  name  or  of  any  other,  of  whom  there  is  just 
reason  to  doubt  whether  he  will  preach  the  pure  truth  of  God’s  Word 
as  taught  in  the  Confessions  of  our  Church. 

2.  Lutheran  Ministers  may  properly  preach  wherever  there  is  an  open¬ 
ing  in  the  pulpit  of  other  Churches,  unless  the  circumstances  imply,  or 
seem  to  imply,  a  fellowship  with  error  or  schism,  or  a  restriction  on  the 
unreserved  expression  of  the  whole  counsel  of  God. 

IY.  AS  REGARDS  THE  £C  COMMUNION  WITH  THOSE  NOT  OF  OUR  CHURCH.” 

We  hold : 

1.  That  the  principle  of  a  discriminating  as  over  against  an  indiscrim¬ 
inate  Communion  is  to  be  firmly  maintained.  Heretics  and  fundamental 
errorists  are  to  be  excluded  from  the  Lord’s  Table.  The  responsibility 
of  an  unworthy  approach  to  the  Lord’s  Table  does  not  rest  alone  upon 
him  who  makes  that  approach,  but  also  upon  him  who  invites  it. 

2.  It  is  the  right  and  duty  of  every  Pastor  to  make  such  examination 
as  is  necessary  to  determine  the  Scriptural  fitness,  in  doctrine  and  life,  of 
persons  applying  for  admission  to  the  Communion.  This  should  be  done 
invariably  when  they  are  admitted  for  the  first  time — and  whenever  after¬ 
ward  it  may  be  necessary.  So  that  it  may  be  affirmed  of  our  Church  now, 
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as  at  the  beginning :  “  None  are  admitted  except  they  be  first  proved.” 
Augs.  Conf ,  Art.  ( Abuses )  111 :  6. 

3.  The  restoration  of  more  frequent  communion,  and  of  private  confer¬ 
ence,  monition  and  instruction  on  the  part  of  the  Pastor,  especially  for 
the  young  and  for  the  unstable,  would,  by  God’s  blessing,  do  much  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  higher  faith  and  of  a  purer  practice  in  the  Church. 

4.  In  the  confession  of  her  faith,  the  rejection  of  errors  in  conflict  with 
it,  and  the  condemnation  of  heretics,  our  Church,  now  as  aforetime,  testi¬ 
fies,  to  use  her  own  words,  “  that  it  is  by  no  means  her  counsel  and  pur¬ 
pose  to  condemn  those  who  err  from  simplicity,  and  who  do  not  speak 
reproachfully  of  the  truth  of  the  Divine  Word,  and  still  less  to  condemn 
entire  Churches.” — Preface  to  Booh  of  Concord,  p.  16. 

5.  It  is  the  judgment  of  our  Church,  now  as  aforetime,  that  it  is  “  be¬ 
yond  all  doubt  whatever'  that  there  are  many  pious  and  holy  people  in 
those  Churches  which  have  not  accorded,  and  do  not  yet  accord  in  all  re¬ 
spects  with  us,  who  walk  in  the  simplicity  of  their  heart,  not  thoroughly 
understanding  the  points  involved,  but  in  no  respect  approving  the  blas¬ 
phemies  which  are  uttered  against  the  Holy  Supper,  as  it  is  dispensed 
and  taught  in  our  Churches  according  to  the  Institution  and  Testament  of 
Christ.” — Id.  17. 

6.  It  is  the  hope  of  our  Church,  now  as  aforetime,  that  “if  such  per¬ 
sons  were  rightly  instructed  concerning  all  these  points,  they  would,  by 
the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  led  to  “  consent  with  us  and  our 
Churches  in  the  immutable  truths  of  God’s  Word.” — Id.  17. 

7.  Hence  it  is  a  duty  which  our  Church  now,  as  aforetime,  enjoins  upon 
her  theologians  and  all  her  Pastors,  that  “  fittingly  and  with  moderation 
they  instruct,  admonish  and  warn,  out  of  God’s  Word,  all  who,  from  sim¬ 
plicity  or  ignorance,  have  wandered  from  the  truth.” — Id.  17. 

8.  Our  Church  confesses  now,  as  aforetime,  that  the  Holy  Church 
Universal  is  pre-eminently  a  fellowship  whose  internal  bond  is  faith  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  heart,  and  whose  outward  token  is  “  the  pure  Word 
and  the  incorrupt  Sacraments.  The  Church  is  a  communion  of  saints, 
to  wit,  the  assembly  of  saints  who  are  in  the  fellowship  of  the  same  Gos¬ 
pel  or  doctrine,  and  of  the  same  Holy  Spirit,  who  renews,  sanctifies  and 
governs  their  hearts and  that  “the  Catholic  (Christian)  Church  con¬ 
sists  of  men  scattered  throughout  the  whole  world,  from  the  rising  of  the 
sun  to  the  going  down  thereof.” — Apology,  Art.  f 

9.  Our  Church  now,  as  aforetime,  amid  the  clamors  of  rationalism  and 
sectarianism,  confesses  that  the  unchanging  marks  of  the  Church  are  “the 
pure  doctrine  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  Sacraments — that  this  Church  alone 
is  properly  the  pillar  of  truth,  because  it  retains  the  pure  Gospel,  and,  as 
St.  Paul  saith,the  foundation,  that  is,  the  true  knowledge  of  Christ  and 
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true  faith  in  Him.”  Yet  we  also,  as  aforetime,  confess  “that  among  those 
who  are  upon  the  true  foundation,  there  are  many  weak  ones  who  have 
built  upon  the  foundation  perishing  stubble,  that  is,  empty  human  notions 
and  opinions — and  yet,  because  they  do  not  overthrow  the  foundation,  are 
still  Christians,  and  their  faults  may  be  forgiven  them  or  even  be  emend¬ 
ed”— /rf.  4. 

It  was  proposed  next  to  consider  the  Minority  Report,  but  its 
signers,  declaring  that  many  points  of  difference  had  been  removed 
by  the  above  action,  received  permission  to  withdraw  it,  and  at  a 
subsequent  session  made  this 

Declaration. 

Whereas,  In  the  expressions  of  the  General  Council  on  the  u  Four 
Points”  many  truths  are  confessed  which  are  contained  in  the  Minority 
Report,  presented  by  the  undersigned,  we  are  ready  to  withdraw  said  Re¬ 
port,  but  can  do  it  only  with  the  declaration  that  in  the  decisions  of  the 
General  Council  on  these  points  we  do  not  find  everywhere  the  full,  un¬ 
mistakable  truth  expressed  which  we  confessed  and  defended;  wherefore 
we  feel  ourselves  conscientiously  constrained,  in  order  to  make  our  posi¬ 
tion  of  Faith  and  Confession  clear,  to  record  the  following  : 

In  regard  to  the  I  point,  we  reject  each  and  every  form  of  Chiliasm  as 
contrary  to  the  Scriptures  and  the  Confessions. 

In  regard  to  the  II  point,  we  declare  that  we  consider  secret  societies, 
such  as  Free  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  &c.,  as  anti-Christian  and  soul-en¬ 
dangering  associations,  and  earnestly  warn  against  them. 

In  regard  to  the  III  and  IY  points,  respecting  Mixed  Communion  and 
Interchange  of  Pulpits,  we  designate  such  fellowship  with  those  not  Luth¬ 
eran  as  a  unionistic  practice,  dangerous  for  our  Lutheran  Church,  and 
which  we  most  decidedly  reject. 

J.  Baling, 

R.  Adelberg, 

S.  Klingman. 

Believing  that  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  had 
guided  the  protracted  discussion  to  so  happy  a  result,  after  a  few 
earnest  words  of  gratitude  from  President  Schaeffer,  which  met  with 
hearty  response  in  every  heart,  the  Council  united  in  singing 
“ Nun  danket  alle  Grott ,  &c.,”  and  engaged  in  silent  prayer. 

Resuming  unfinished  business,  the  “Plan  of  Action”  proposed 
for  the  Mission  Work  of  District  Synods  (p.  20.)  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  having  in  preparation  a  Constitution  for  Synods,  and 
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the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  was 
adopted  as  a  whole  ■  pp.  14-21). 

The  Report  of  Com.  No.  (1), 

On  Minutes  of  last  Convention , 

was  considered : 

The  Committee  respectfully  reports  the  following  items  : 

Item  fp.  lJf. .  11  Resolved.  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed 
to  report  at  next  regular  meeting,  Constitutions  for  both  Congregations 
and  Synods,  to  be  recommended  to  such’  bodies  as  may  yet  be  formed  in 
harmony  with  the  General  Council.” 

Is  the  Committee  ready  to  report? 

Item  I,  adopted.  The  Committee  reported  progress  and  was 
continued,  with  instructions  to  report  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 

The  Executive  Committee  appointed  Revs.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  H.  W. 
Roth  and  Prof.  D.  Worley,  a  Sub- Committee  to  have  the  matter 
in  hand.  * 

Item  II ,  p.  17.  “  Resolved ,  That  we  hereby  reciprocate  the  kindly 
expressions  of  the  Synod  of  Missouri;  that  we  sincerely  respect  the  hon¬ 
est  preferences  of  our  brethren,  in  regard  to  the  best  means  of  uniting 
our  Church ;  and  that  we  are  willing  to  set  apart  a  time,  during  the 
future  sessions  of  this  body,  when  it  will  meet  them  simply  as  a  Free 
Conference.” 

Is  it  necessary  to  take  any  action  on  this  subject? 

The  Secretaries  were  instructed  officially  to  communicate  this 
action  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Joint  Synod  of  Missouri,  &c. 
(Session  XI.) 

Item  Ill ,  p.  28.  “  6.  That  the  Committee  of  the  Ministerium  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  make  arrangements  for  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  Church  Book,  the  copy-right  to  be  in  trust  for  the  General 
Council. 

“7.  That  the  Committee  be  continued  and  instructed  to  complete  the 
revision  of  the  parts  of  a  full  Liturgy,  not  yet  in  the  Church  Book,  for 
the  future  action  of  the  General  Council.” 

Has  the  Committee  a  report  to  make  ? 

Item  III  adopted. 

Committee  on  the  English  Church  Book 

reported : 

The  Committee  charged  by  the  General  Council  at  its  last  meet¬ 
ing  with  the  completion  and  publication  of  the  English  Church 
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Book  would  respectfully  report,  that  it  has  been  published,  and  is 
already  introduced  in  a  number  of  Congregations. 

The  contract  for  its  publication  requires  the  profits  to  be  de¬ 
voted  to  paying  the  cost  of  the  preparation  of  the  plates,  and  until 
this  has  been  done,  no  percentage  can  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
the  Church. 

The  Committee  was  persuaded  of  the  desirableness  of  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  a  Second  Order  of  morning  service  more  conformed  in 
its  arrangement  to  the  English  Liturgy  previously  used.  This 
change,  it  was  believed,  would  greatly  facilitate  the  use  of  the 
Church  Book  in  Congregations  attached  to  the  old  Liturgy. 

In  several  particulars,  the  Committee  was  also  constrained  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  direction  of  the  General  Council  at  the  previous 
Convention. 

The  Selection  of  Prayers  for  Family  Worship,  could  not  be 
completed  in  time  for  the  first  edition,  but  will  be  inserted  here¬ 
after. 

The  Committee  propose  to  continue  the  preparation  of  the  Or¬ 
ders  for  Ministerial  Acts,  as  instructed  by  the  General  Council 
at  its  last  meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  M.  SCHMUCKER. 

Chairman. 

The  report  was  adopted  and  the  Committee  continued. 

Resolved ,  That  the  election  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home 
Missions  be  the  order  of  business  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
session. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report,  Hymn  522,  vs.  1-5 
were  sung,  and  adjourned  to  meet  at  7  o’clock  this  evening. 


Tenth  Session. 

Tuesday,  7  P.  M.,  17th  Nov. 

Council  assembled.  Hymn  12  was  sung,  and  prayer  offered  by 
Rev.  J.  A.  Roof.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  signers  of  the  Minority  report  presented  a  Declaration,  and 
received  permission  to  place  it  on  the  Minutes.  (See  p.  25.) 
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Rev.  J.  K.  Plitt  and  Mr.  Peter  P.  Keller  were  appointed  Tel¬ 
lers,  who  subsequently  reported  elected  as  the 


Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions. 


Thos.  H.  Lane, 
A.  Louis  Thiel, 
Wm.P.  Weyman 
A.  Lange,  M.  D., 


Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant 


“  G.  A.  Wenzel, 
“  S.  Laird, 

“  H.  W.  Roth, 

“  H.  Reek, 


L.  Kim. 


Resuming  the  report  under  consideration  : 

Item  IF,  p.  29.  “That  Rev.*  Jno.  Bading,  Rev.  Gr.  A.  Wenzel  and 
Rev.  Prof.  Gr.  Grossman,  form  a  Sub-Committee,  which,  on  the  basis  of 
the  Canons  given  above,  and  making  use  of  the  books  now  under  course 
of  preparation  by  the  Synods  of  Ohio  and  Wisconsin,  should  prepare  a 
provisional  Hymn  Book.” 

Has  that  Committee  a  report  to  make  ? 

Item  IV  was  adopted. 

Progress  was  reported,  the  Committee  continued,  and  increased 
by  the  addition  of  Revs.  Prof.  S.  Fritschel  and  A.  T.  Geissenhainer* 
The  Sub-Committee  appointed  a  meeting,  January  13th,  A.  D. 
1869,  at  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Item  F,  p.  32.  “  That  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  General 
Council  be  directed  to  open  a  correspondence  with  our  Lutheran  brethren 
in  the  South.” 

Item  V,  adopted. 

A  verbal  report  was  made,  and  the  Corresponding  Secretaries 
instructed  to  continue  correspondence. 


selquist,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  open  correspondence  with,  and 
to  gather  intelligence,  if  possible,  respectively,  of  the  Lutheran  Chuches 

in  the  Danish  West  India  Islands  and  Alaska.” 

% 

Item  VI,  adopted. 

The  Committee  reported  that  hitherto  unsuccessful  efforts  had 
been  made  to  meet  the  design  of  their  appointment,  and  was  con¬ 
tinued. 

Item  VII ,  p.  3J/..  “The  officers  of  the  General  Council  were  instructed 
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to  appoint  two  representatives  from  this  body  to  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio.” 

A.  T.  Geissenhainer, 

S.  Klin gm an, 

Committee. 

Item  VII,  and  the  report  as  a  whole  were  adopted. 

Report  of  the  Representatives  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Joint 

Synod  of  Ohio. 

The  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  in  connection  with  the  undersigned, 
were  appointed  by  the  Officers  of  the  General  Council  to  attend  the 
Convention  of  the  Joint  Synod  of  Ohio,  held  in  Birmingham,  Pa., 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1868.  Owing  to  official  duties  at  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wenzel  was  not  able  to  be  pres¬ 
ent,  and  much  to  our  regret,  we  were  obliged  to  appear  as  your 
only  representative. 

The  courtesies  of  the  Synod  were  fraternally  accorded  us,  and 
we  endeavored  to  remove  the  erroneous  impressions  which  have 
been  made  on  the  Synod,  in  reference  to  the  action  of  the  Council 
at  Ft.  Wayne  ;  showing  from  its  official  record,  that  there  was 
neither  a  purpose  nor  a  desire  to  evade  the  consideration  of  the 
various  points  of  reference— -but,  on  the  contrary,  a  special  request 
made  to  the  Iowa  brethren  to  furnish  an  official  statement  of  the 
four  points,  to  the  District  Synods  for  their  mature  consideration, 
in  order  to  future  action  of  the  Council.  The  action  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council,  in  admitting  the  English  District  Synod,  was  also 
shown  to  have  been  unavoidable,  after  the  iiev.  G.  Baughman  had 
withdrawn  the  Protest  against  such  action,  signed  by  himself  and 
the  other  delegates  of  the  Joint  Synod.  Although  it  was  evident 
from  the  opening  of  the  Synod,  that  it  was  not  the  purpose  of  that 
bodv  to  seek  a  nearer  connection  with  the  General  Council,  we  are 
thankful  for  the  privilege  of  a  respectful  hearing,  and  for  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  the  facts  in  reference  to  the  misunderstanding  into 
which  our  brethren  of  the  Joint  Synod  have  so  unfortunately  fall¬ 
en.  Having  done  what  we  could  to  remove  the  difficulty  which 
separates  these  brethren  from  the  Council,  we  can  now  leave  the 
future  with  Him  who  is  the  Head  over  all  things  to  His  Church, 
and  who  prayed  that  His  disciples  might  be  one. 

W.  A.  Passayant. 
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The  final  report  of  Com.  No.  (2), 

On  Minutes  of  Synods , 

was  now  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  documents  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  are  proceedings 
of  District  Synods  in  connection  with  this  Body,  for  the  years  A. 
D.  1867  and  1868. 

Your  Committee  rejoice  in  being  able  to  report  that  the  different 
Synods  are  actively  and  successfully  engaged  in  the  work  of  the 
Church. 

Your  Committee  move  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  the  Secreta¬ 
ries  of  the  several  District  Synods  connected  with  this  Body,  to 
send  to  the  Secretaries  of  the  General  Council,  from  year  to  year? 
copies  of  all  Minutes  of  their  respective  bodies. 

Your  Committee  call  the  attention  of  the  District  Synods  to  the 
importance  of  furnishing  correct  and  complete  statistical  reports 
in  their  published  Minutes. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Daniel  Worley,  Del.  C.  Stegeman, 

S.  Fritschel,  “  Henry  Lehman. 

Erl.  Carlson, 

J.  K.  Plitt, 

C.  Volz, 

Revs.  D.  Rothacker  and  J.  Bading  were  granted  leave  of  absence. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  D.  Rothacker. 


Eleventh  Session. 


Wednesday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  18th. 


Council  met.  Devotional  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  C.  p. 
Krauth,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  H.  W.  Roth,  Rom.  xii.  1-11  and  John 
xvii.  11—21  being  read,  and  Hymn  7  sung.  The  roll  was  called — 
the  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

The 

Treasurer  s  Report 

was  read  and  adopted. 


Pittsburgh,  Nov.  13,  1868. 

The  Treasurer  of  this  venerable  Body  respectfully  reports,  that 
he  charges  himself, 
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Dr. 

To  cash  from  Synod  of  Michigan,  from  Rev.  Klingman, 

through  Rev.  Brobst,  -  $15  00  t 

Or. 

And  takes  credit  by  cash  paid  Rev.  H.  W.  Roth  for  print¬ 
ing  English  Minutes  of  General  Council  at  Ft.  Wayne,  129  03 

Balance  due  Treasurer,  -  -  -  $114  03 

The  Treasurer  also  annexes  an  account  of  money  received  and 
expended  by  Rev.  Roth. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

II.  IT.  Muhlenberg,  Treas. 

General  Council  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

1867.  To  H.  W.  Roth ,  Dr.  Cr. 

Jan.  28.  To  cash  paid  Bakewell  &  Marthens  printing  2,500 

copies  Reading  Convention, . . .  $168  80 

To  distribution  of  Minutes  and  Constitution, .  9  15 

By  copies  of  Minutes  sold, .  $21  20 

By  cash  collected  in  Pittsburgh  Synod, .  70  00 

By  cash,  H.  H.  Muhlenberg,  Reading,  Pa .  55  00 

By  cash,  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Phil’a., .  20  00 

By  balance, .  11  25 


$177  45  $177  45 

1868. 

Jan.  1.  To  balance, . . .  .  $11  25 

To  cash,  Bakewell  &  Marthens  printing  2,000  copies 

I  Convention  at  Fort  Wayne, . . .  150  00 

To  distribution  of  Minutes, .  5  47 

By  cash,  Minutes  sold, .  $13  69 

By  cash,  Rev.  J.  A.  Roof,  (English  Ohio  Synod,)...  7  00 

By  quota  of  Pittsburgh  Synod,  [10  x  1.70,] .  17  00 

$37  69 

By  balance, . 129  03 

$166  72  $166  72 

1868. 

Feb.  12.  To  balance  due  at  date, .  $129  03 

“  20.  By  cash  received,  Treasurer  Muhlenberg, .  129  03 

Com.  No.  (7), 

The  Auditing  Committee , 

To  which  was  referred  the  report  of  IT.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D.> 
Treasurer  of  the  General  Council,  would  respectfully  report,  that 
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they  have  examined  the  accounts  and  vouchers,  and  find  them 
correct. 

According  to  this  report,  the  General  Council  is  indebted  to  the 
Treasurer  in  the  sum  of  $114.03. 

The  attention  of  the  General  Council  is  respectfully  directed  to 
its  finances. 

« 

C.  Stegeman, 

Paul  P.  Keller. 


The  report  adopted. 

In  order  to  meet  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  General  Council, 
the  Secretaries  were  instructed  to  prepare  and  address  a  circular 
to  our  Pastors  and  Congregations,  requesting  and  urging  a  collec¬ 
tion  for  the  use  of  the  Council,  to  be  taken  between  the  first  of 
January  and  the  first  of  April,  A.  D.  1869,  and  to  be  remitted 
without  delay  to  the  Treasurer,  H.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D.,  Read¬ 
ing,  Penn’a. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions 
was  authorized  to  receive  and  hold  all  funds  contributed  for  the 
Home  Mission  Work. 

Com.  No.  (3), 

On  Excuses , 


reported : 

The  Committee  to  which  was  referred  certain  documents  ad¬ 
dressed  to  the  General  Council,  respectfully  report: 

The  first  is  a  letter  of  excuse  from  the  Delegates  of  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Synod  to  this  Body  for  not  attending  its  present  Convention. 
Reasons  assigned  are  distance  and  want  of  the  necessary  funds  to 
defray  expenses.  As  regards  their  action  on  the  “Four  Points,” 
reference  is  made  to  their  Minutes,  which  have  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  proper  Committee. 

Your  Committee  propose  the  following: 

Resolved .  That  these  brethren  be  excused,  and  that  wre  deeply 
regret  the  circumstances  which  have  made  their  absence  necessary. 

The  second  document  is  a  communication  from  Rev.  H.  Wetzel, 
of  Woodstock,  Va.,  accompanied  by  a  certificate  from  the  officers 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Concordia  Synod  of  Va.,  showing  his 
appointment  by  that  Body  as  a  visitor  to  the  present  Convention 
of  the  General  Council. 

Rev.  Wetzel  finding  it  out  of  his  power  to  attend  in  person,  owing 


83 


to  the  multiplicity  of  pastoral  and  ministerial  labors,  submits  by 
letter  the  following  facts,  namely,  that  the  Synod  he  represents 
stands  pledged  to  the  collective  Symbols  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  as  to  Lutheran  General  Bodies,  now  in  existence,  their  pre¬ 
ference  is  entirely  with  us.  He  also  states,  in  reference  to  their 
situation  and  wants,  that  their  field  of  labor  is  much  larger  than 
they  are  able  to  cultivate,  and  that  they  are  longing  and  praying 
for  help  from  abroad.  Hoping  to  be  present  at  our  next  Conven¬ 
tion,  he  invokes  for  us  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

In  reference  to  all  this  your  Committee  propose  the  following : 

Resolved ,  That  we  deeply  regret  the  non-appearance  of  Rev.  IT. 
Wetzel  in  our  midst  at  this  time,  and  that  this  Body  will  take  great 
pleasure  in  receiving  the  representatives  of  any  Synod  that  is  in 
sympathy  with  our  doctrinal  position,  and  who  come  to  make  our 
better  acquaintance,  in  the  hope  of  bringing  about  a  closer  connec¬ 
tion  between  the  Synods  so  represented  and  the  General  Council. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  A.  Wenzel, 

C.  H.  Thomsen, 
Lewis  Eiseman. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  above. 

Thanks  to  Church  Book  Committee. 

Until  a  more  substantial  return  can  be  made,  the  thanks  of  the 
General  Council  were  voted  to  the  Committee  on  the  English 
Church  Book,  for  the  admirable  manner  in  which  their  work  has 
been  done. 


Time  and  Place  of  Next  Meeting. 

The  General  Council  resolved  to  meet  on  Thursday,  Nov.  4th, 
A.  D.  1869,  in  the  Swedish  Lutheran  Church,  Chicago,  Ill.,  as  the 
guests  of  that  Church,  and  of  the  Church  of  Mercy.” 

Correspondence  with  Lutheran  General  Conference  in  Germany. 

Resolved.  That  a  Committee,  including  the  President  and  Ger¬ 
man  Corresponding  Secretary,  be  appointed  to  prepare,  in  the 
name  of  the  General  Council,  a  fraternal  address  to  the  General 
Conference  of  Lutheran  Ministers  in  Germany,  expressive  of  our 
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hearty  sympathy  and  agreement  with  them  in  their  struggles  against 
“Unionism,”  and  in  their  effort  to  bring  together  in  the  unity  of 
the  Spirit  all  the  true  Lutheran  elements  of  the  old  Fatherland  who 
stand  with  us  on  the  basis  of  our  Confessions. 

The  Committee  is  the  President,  the  Recording  and  Correspond¬ 
ing  Secretaries  of  the  General  Counci),  and  Revs.  W.  J.  Mann, 
D.  D.,  and  Prof.  S.  Fritschel. 

Foreign  Missions  Committee. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  submit  a  plan  under  which  the 
General  Council  may  prosecute  the 


Work  of  Foreign  Missions. 


Rev.  S.  K.  Probst, 

Rev.  J.  J.  Kuendig, 

“  B.  M.'Schmauk, 

“  J.  Falls, 

“  Prof.  S.  Fritschel, 

Peter  P.  Keller, 

“  Erl.  Carlson, 

Paul  P.  Keller, 

u  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D., 

Ii.  H.  Muhlenberg,  M. 

“  R.  Adelberg, 

• 

Thanks. 


Resolved ,  That  the  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  convey  to  Pas¬ 
tors  and  Congregations  of  Pittsburgh,  the  high  appreciation  and 
hearty  thanks  of  this  Council  for  the  exceedingly  generous  hospi¬ 
tality  with  which  its  members  have  been  received  and  entertained 
during  its  stay  in  Pittsburgh. 

Resolved ,  That  our  special  thanks  are  due  to  those  who  have, 
kindly  furnished  the  Council,  each  morning,  with  copies  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Commercial ,  and  to  the  Pittsburgh  press  for  favors  re¬ 
ceived. 

Resolved, ,  That  the  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  return  thanks 
to  the  Rail  Road  Companies,  and  to  L.  L.  Houpt,  Esq.,  for  ben¬ 
efits  conferred  upon  members  of  the  Council. 

Sunday  School  Book. 

The  “  Church  Book  ”  Committee  was  instructed  to  hasten  their 
work  upon  a  Hymn  Book  for  Sunday  Schools. 
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Com.  No.  (4), 

On  Death  of  President  Bassler , 

reported : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  His  wise  providence, 
to  remove  from  the  Church  on  earth  to  the  rest  of  His  saints  in 
heaven,  the  Reverend  Gottleib  Bassler,  the  first  President  of  this 
Body  ;  it  be  hereby 

Resolved ,  That  we  render  devout  thanks  to  God  for  the  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  which  was  so  signally  manifested  in  the 
saintly  spirit,  the  holy  life,  and  the  triumphant  death  of  this  meek 
and  faithful  servant  of  the  Master. 

Resolved ,  That  the  matured  Christian  character  of  our  beloved 
Brother,  in  doctrine  incorrupt,  in  labors  of  mercy  abundant,  and  in 
fidelity  to  principle  a  bright  example  for  all,  is  so  eminently  de¬ 
serving  of  remembrance  by  the  whole  Church,  that  this  General 
Council  respectfully  suggest  the  preparation  of  a  Memoir  at  as 
early  a  day  as  possible. 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  death  of  our  dear  Brother,  the  loss  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  work  of  Christian  mercy  in  providing  for  orphans, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  Farm  School  at  Zelienople,  is 
one  so  great  that  God  alone  can  repair,  and  that  we  feel  ourselves 
admonished  to  more  earnestness  in  prayer,  labor  and  giving  in 
behalf  of  that  holy  interest  to  which  his  life  was  consecrated. 

Resolved ,  That  our  sincere  sympathies  are  hereby  extended  to 
the  afflicted  family  of  our  departed  Brother  in  their  sore  bereave¬ 
ment,  and  that  we  will  remember  them  in  our  prayers  at  the 
Throne  of  Grace. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Council  be  instructed  to 
communicate  these  resolutions  to  the  family  of  our  Brother. 

W.  A.  Passavant, 

C.  P.  Krautii, 

J.  Fishburn, 

II.  H.  Muhlenberg, 

G.  A.  Grove. 


The  report  was  adopted  in  silence  by  a  rising  vote. 
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Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant  was  authorized  to  have  the  superintend¬ 
ence  of  the  proposed  biographical  memoir.  Its  publication  in 
German  was  also  requested. 

An  abstract  of  the  Minutes  of  the  First  Convention  was  ordered 
to  be  published  with  the  German  Minutes  of  the  present  Conven¬ 
tion,  and  Revs.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist  and  Erl.  Carlson  were  in¬ 
structed  to  translate  both  the  “Fundamental  Principles  ”  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  General  Council,  and  print  them  in  the  Swed¬ 
ish  and  Norwegian  languages. 

Committee,  to  Reply  to  the  Pope's  Letter. 

Rev.  Drs.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  C.  P.  Krauth,  J.  A.  Seiss  and  G. 
F.  Krotel  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  make  such  reply  to  the 
recent  Encyclical  of  the  Roman  High  Pontiff,  as  may  seem  to 
them  fitting,  said  reply  to  be  made  on  the  basis  of  our  Confessions, 
to  which  we  now  adhere  as  firmly  as  ever,  as  is  declared  in  the 
Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith  of  the  General  Council  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

On  motion,  adjourned,  to  meet  as  above  ordered. 

H.  W.  ROTH, 

English  Secretary  of  the  General  Council  of  the 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 
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Religious  Services. 


A  number  of  the  pulpits  of  Pittsburgh  were  filled  on  Lord’s  Lay, 
November  15th,  morning  and  evening,  by  Rev.  Drs.  Krauth, 
Greenwald  and  Seiss  ;  Revs.  Plitt,  Harkey,  Schmauk,  Fahs,  Fish- 
burn,  Spaeth,  Albrecht  and  Fry. 

There  were  services  in  the 


First  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church . 


Rev.  J.  Fry. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  L.  L. 
Rev.  Prof.  D.  Worley. 
Rev.  C.W.  Schaeffer,  D.  L. 


Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  11th, 

Thursday  evening,  * 

Saturday,  P.  M.,  Prep,  service, 

Lord’s  Lay,  A.  M.,  - 

followed  by  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Lord’s  La}/  evening,  - 

Monday  evening,  Mission  Addresses,  -  Revs.  J.  Leindoerfer,  and 
Prof.  S.  Fritschel,  in  German ;  andW.  A.  Passavant,  L.  L., 
and  G.  F.  Krotel,  L.  L.,  in  English. 

Second  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 


Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling. 


Friday  evening,  Nov.  13th, 
Lord’s  Lay,  A.  M., 

Lord’s  Lay,  evening, 


Rev.  TI.  C.  Kaehler. 

Rev.  Prof.  S.  Fritschel. 
Rev.  C.  Volz. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 

THIRD  CONVENTION 

OF  THE 

GENERAL  COUNCIL. 


The  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  met  in  Third  Convention  at  10  A.  M.,  Nov.  4th,  A.  D. 
1869,  in  the  recently  erected  Swedish  Immanuel’s  church,  Rev. 
Erl.  Carlson,  Pastor,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

With  appropriate  services,  after  a  brief  address  by  Rev.  Prof. 
T.  N.  Hasselquist  in  Swedish,  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel  in  German,  and 
Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  in  English,  the  members  of  the  General 
Council,  with  visiting  brethren  and  a  number  of  the  Congregation, 
united  in  the  celebration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

Second  Session. 

Thursday,  2  P.  M.,  Nov.  4,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Hymn  154  was  sung  and  I  Tim.  iv.,  8-16, 
and  St.  John  xv.,  1-14  read.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D. 

The  Roll  of  Synods  was  called,  credentials  presented,  and  Dele¬ 
gates  received  as  shown  in  the 


4 


Register. 


I,  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and  Adja¬ 
cent  States, 

Organized ,  Trinity  Sunday,  A.  D.  1748. 


MINISTERS. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D., 
J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D., 
li  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 
a  B.  M.  Schmucker, 
u  A.  Spaeth, 

“  S.  K.  Brobst, 

“  J.  Fry, 

“  E.  Belfour, 

“  J.  A.  Kunkelman. 


LA  I  MEN. 

Chas.  F.  Norton, 

H.  Lehman, 

Paul  P.  Keller, 

G.  W.  Heck  el,  M.  D., 
T.  L.  Schrack. 


II,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  Ad¬ 
jacent  States  and  Counties. 

Organized ,  A.  D.  1787. 


Rev.  Gr.  FI  Krotel,  D.  D., 
“  Gr.  W.  Drees, 

“  C.  Volz, 

“  R.  Hill. 


Peter  P.  K  eller, 
Hanbury  Smith,  M.  D., 
George  Kney, 

F.  Geib. 


Ill,  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Ohio, 

Organized ,  Trinity  Sunday,  1886. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Roof.  P.  Kennedy,  M.  D. 

IV.  Pittsburgh  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Organized,  January  15,  A.  D.  1845. 


Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel, 

“  W.  A.  Passavant,  D,  D., 
“  S.  Laird, 

“  H.  W.  Roth, 
u  F.  C.  H.  Lampe. 


II.  J.  Rudisill, 
L.  Newton, 
Oliver  Saeger, 
L.  Nielander. 


/ 


V.  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  District  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent 

States . 

Organized ,  August,  A.  D.  1857. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling,  G.  G.  Beck,  M.  D., 

“  J.  Weber,  M.  Cook. 

“  J.  L.  Stirewalt, 

“  C.  Albrecht. 
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VI,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Michigan  and  other  States. 

Organized, ,  A.  D.  1858. 

Rev.  S.  Klingman,  D.  M.  Fox. 

“  G.  W.  Reuther. 

VII.  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Augustana  Snyod. 
Organized ,  June  5,  A.  D.  1860. 

Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist,  A.  A.  Klove, 

“  “  S.  L.  Harkey,  S.  Colseth, 

“  “  A.  Weenaas,  N.  A.  Nilson, 

“  S.  Gr.  Larson,  P.  L.  Hawkinson. 

u  Erl.  Carlson, 

“  0.  J.  Hatlestad. 


VIII,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Minnesota  and  Adjacent  States, 

Organized ,  November ,  A.  D.  1860. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Sieker. 

IX.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Canada. 

Organized ,  July,  A.  D.  1861. 

Rev.  J.  Fishburn,  F.  Rittinger. 

“  H.  C.  Kaehler. 

X.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Illinois  and  Adjacent  States. 

/ 

Organized ,  August  24,  A.  D.  1867. 

Rev.  R.  Knoll,  W.  Lovecamp, 

“  Fr.  Wohlbrecht,  Gr.  H.  Dieckmann. 

“  S.  Liese, 

“  Jno.  Rugan. 

XI.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Texas. 

Organized ,  November  8,  A.  D.  1851. 


YjflTH 


j3  PRIVILEGE 


OF 


pEBATE. 


I.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa. 
Organized ,  A.  D.  1854. 

Rev.  Prof.  Gr.  Grossman, 

“  “  S.  Fritschel, 

“  “  G.  Fritschel. 
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List  of  Lutheran  Ministers  whose  names  were  sent  up  to  the  Secretaries. 


Wisconsin  Synod. 

Rev. 

0.  Sheldahl, 

Rev.  Jacob  Conrad. 

u 

A.  Johnson, 

East  Penn’a.  Synod. 

cc 

M.  P.  Ruh, 

Rev.  W.  P.  Ruthrauff. 

u 

A.  W.  Dahlsten, 

Iowa  Synod. 

cc 

S.  P.  A.  Lindahl 

Rev.  P.  Bredow. 

cc 

John  S.  Benzou, 

Pittsburgh  Synod. 

u 

N.  H.  Winguist, 

Rev.  Y.  B.  Christy, 

cc 

P.  Sjoblom, 

“  W.  0.  Wilson, 

cc 

A.  Andreen, 

u  M.  Schweight, 

cc 

C.  0.  Lindell, 

“  S.  Wagenhals, 

u 

B.  M.  Flalland, 

“  Prof.  H.  E.  Jacobs. 

CC 

0.  Paulson, 

Augustana  Synod. 

cc 

A.  B.  Cervin, 

Rev.  S.  M.  Krocmoss, 

Cl 

A.  G.  Setterdahl 

“  M.  Falch  Gjersten, 

Ci 

H.  Linderblad, 

“  N.  E.  Wickre, 

Cl 

P.  M.  Sannguist. 

Here  was  offered  the 

President’s  Report. 

Beloved  Brethren  : 

As  through  the  favor  of  Heaven  we  are  once  more 
brought  face  to  face,  let  our  meeting  be  sanctified  by  the  name  of 
the  Lord. 

Having  no  personal,  no  mere  local  objects  in  view,  rising  above 
the  spirit  of  faction  and  of  sect,  let  us  earnestly  address  our¬ 
selves  to  the  interests  of  the  Church  which  Christ  has  loved  and 
for  which  He  gave  Himself.  This  we  may  do  in  the  full  convic¬ 
tion  that  He  who  has  appointed  us  to  this  work  will  help  us  in  the 
performance  of  it,  and  will  aid  us  to  acquit  ourselves  as  able  min¬ 
isters  of  the  New  Testament. 

It  is  my  duty  officially  to  state,  that  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin  has 
formally  withdrawn  from  the  fellowship  of  the  General  Council. 
The  action  of  the  General  Council  upon  certain  points  in  regard 
to  which  it  expressed  its  deliberate  judgment  last  year,  has  failed 
to  reach  the  extent  which  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin  was  pleased  to 
demand  ;  and  in  consequence  of  this,  official  information  of  the 
withdrawing  of  said  Synod,  has  been  communicated.  It  may, 
however,  be  stated,  on  Ihe  other  hand,  that  in  divers  quarters,  an 
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earnest,  heartfelt,  active  sympathy  with  the  General  Council  is 
developing  itself  and  growing  amongst  pastors,  laymen  and  con¬ 
gregations  whose  local  situation  alone  prevents  them  from  enter¬ 
ing  into  formal  connection  with  this  body. 

The  impression  is  a  very  general  one,  and  it  appears  to  be  cor¬ 
rect,  that  this  meeting  of  the  General  Council  should  be  strongly 
marked  by  an  intelligent,  earnest,  spirit  of  work ;  that  it  should 
devise  such  liberal  things  as  may  promote  a  vigorous  and  syste¬ 
matic  co-operation  in  all  the  Synods  and  congregations  here  repre¬ 
sented.  This  would  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  very  letter  of 
our  Constitution.  The  General  Council  has  already  shown  itself 
to  be  in  earnest  about  guarding  the  purity  of  the  Faith,  and  about 
the  right  administration  of  the  Sacraments.  Upon  the  subject  of 
doctrine  and  of  the  application  and  practice  of  doctrine,  it  has 
given  no  uncertain  sound.  So,  leaving  the  principles  already 
clearly  ascertained,  let  us  endeavor  to  go  on  to  perfection. 

It  becomes  us  now  not  to  be  slothful ;  but  to  be  followers  of 
them  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises.  Both 
faith  and  patience  have  their  works;  and  the  Constitution,  which 
we  are  bound  to  observe,  proposes  such  works  as  will  afford  both  to 
faith  and  to  patience  a  healthy  and  a  profitable  exercise.  Let  wise 
and  practicable  plans  be  devised  for  the  increase  of  a  holy,  able 
and  effective  Ministry  of  the  Word,  for  the  circulation  of  Evangel¬ 
ical  Truth  through  the  Press,  for  the  religious  training  of  the 
young,  for  the  relief  of  poverty  and  suffering  among  the  poor  of 
the  Church  for  the  work  of  Missions,  at  home  and  abroad,  for  the 
systematic  and  organized  operation  of  the  whole  Church  in  all  the 
various  wrorks  of  benevolence,  for  harmonious  action  between  all 
the  several  languages  and  nationalities  represented  in  this  Body. 

These  are  grand,  they  are  noble  works.  A  wide  door  and  ef¬ 
fectual  is  opened  before  us  ;  and  though  the  adversaries  be  many, 
yet  we  may  still  be  strong  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  of  a  good 
courage.  Faith  still  lives  and  retains  its  ancient  elements;  even 
until  this  day,  out  of  weakness  it  is  made  strong  ;  it  waxes  val¬ 
iant  in  fight,  it  overcomes  the  world,  and  can  bring  us  off  more 
than  conquerors  through  Him  that  loved  us. 

Work,  the  earnest  work  of  faith  is  required  of  us  ;  but  ever 
since  the  example  of  Him  who  gave  Himself  unto  death  for  the 
Church,  has  been  shining  upon  the  world,  no  work  of  faith  has  ever 
been  found  to  be  too  hard,  no  sacrifice  too  costly. 
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A  very  courteous  and  fraternal  communication  has  been  received 
from  the  Rev.  George  Kuechle,  Secretary  of  the  Synod  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  written  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  said  Synod. 
From  this  letter  it  appears  that  the  Synod  of  Missouri,  though 
not  disposed  for  the  present  to  enter  into  formal  relations  with  the 
General  Council  as  such,  still  cherishes  the  belief  that  a  Free  Con¬ 
ference,  open  to  all  Lutherans  who,  without  reservation,  maintain 
the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,  might  prove  to  be  a  wise  and 
wholesome  measure  for  the  Church. 

This  letter,  as  wTell  as  the  communication  from  the  Synod  of 
Wisconsin,  will  be  laid  before  you. 

It  is  an  occasion  of  regret  that  I  am  compelled  to  announce  the 
resignation  of  our  Treasurer,  Mr.  IT.  IT.  Muhlenberg,  the  state  of 
whose  health  forbids  the  further  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Treas¬ 
urer.  C.  W.  Schaeffer. 

The  report  was  received. 

Rev.  E.  Belfour  and  Dels.  0.  Saeger  and  F.  Rittenger,  were 
appointed  Tellers. 

Resolved,  That  the  hours  of  meeting  and  adjournment  be  9  and 
12  A.  M.,  and  2  and  5  P.  M. 

Resolved ,  That  a  Swedish  and  a  Norwegian  Corresponding 
Secretary  also  be  elected. 

Resolved ,  That  the  business  Sessions  of  this  Body  be  held  in 
the  Old  Church,  190  and  192  Superior  street. 

The  Tellers  reported  as  elected : 

Rev.  H.  W.  Roth,  -  -  Eng.  Rec.  Secretary. 

Rev.  A.  Spaeth,  -  -  Ger.  Rec.  Secretary. 

Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  -  Eng.  Cor.  Secretary. 

Rev.  0.  J.  Hatlestad,  Norwegian  Cor.  Secretary. 

Rev.  Erl.  Carlson,  -  Swedish  Cor.  Secretary. 

Mr.  Chas.  F.  Norton,  -  -  Treasurer. 

And  no  choice  for  President  and  German  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Adjourned,  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Roof. 

Third  Session. 

,  Friday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  5th,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  J.  Fry  conducted  the  devotional 
services  in  accordance  with  standing  Resolution.  Hymn  514  was 
sung.  Rom.  viii :  31-89,  and  Luke  vi :  45-49  were  read. 
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The  roll  was  called,  and  Minutes  of  last  Session  read  and 
approved. 

The  subject  of  Home  Missions  was  made  the  order  for  Monday, 

A.  M. 

The  subject  of  Ministeral  Education  was  made  the  order  for 
Saturday,  A.  M. 

There  was  then  submitted  and  received  the  following  paper  on 

Foreign  Missions. 

To  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Churclt  in  America  : 

The  Executive  Committee  of  Missions  of  the  German  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Ministerium  of  Penn’a  and  adjacent  States  begs  leave  to  present  to 
the  Council  the  following  statement  with  reference  to  Foreign  Missions  : 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Council  held  at  Ft.  Wayne  in  1867,  it  was  resolv¬ 
ed,  that  the  Executive  Committee  of  Missions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod 
be  requested  to  effect  arrangements  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  of  Mis¬ 
sions  among  the  heathen  during  the  coming  year.  In  accordance  with 
this  request  and  authorization,  said  Executive  Committee  presented  the 
subject  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Ministerium,  when  it  was  determined 
to  establish  a  Mission  in  China  and  the  Committee  was  instructed  to  en¬ 
deavor  to  secure  the  services  of  Rev.  Robert  Neuman  as  missionary.  Mr. 
Neuman  did  not  see  his  way  clear  to  enter  upon  this  work,  and  before 
any  further  positive  action  was  taken,  the  Council  at  its  next  meeting  in 
Pittsburgh,  virtually  resumed  charge  of  the  matter  by  appointing  a  com¬ 
mittee  to  present  a  plan  under  which  the  General  Council  may  prosecute 
the  work  of  Foreign  Missions. 

The  Executive  Committee  did  not  deem  themselves  authorized  to  ac^ 
any  further  in  the  name  of  the  Council.  Rut  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
MinisteriumTield  at  Reading,  Pa.,  in  May  last,  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer  informed 
the  Synod  that  he  had  learned  in  Europe  that  the  Board  of  Missions  of 
the  General  Synod  were  negotiating  a  transfer  of  the  Mission  Stations 
at  Rajahmundry  and  Samulcotta  among  the  Telugus  in  India  to  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  that  he  had 
hastened  to  America,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent  such  transfer.  The 
mission  at  Rajahmundry  was  established  by  the  North  German  Mission¬ 
ary  Societ}r,  and  in  1850  was  by  them  transferred  to  the  For.  Miss.  So¬ 
ciety  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  the  United  States,  with  several  mission¬ 
aries  resident  there.  This  mission  had  for  many  years  been  sustained 
chiefly  by  the  Synod  of  Penn’a.,  by  which  the  salary  of  Rev.  Heise  and 
afterward,  of  Rev.  Gronning  was  paid,  and  an  annual  appropriation  made 
for  the  support  of  the  schools.  It  was  with  great  regret  that  we  learned 
of  the  probable  transfer  of  a  mission  established  by  our  brethren  in  the 
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faith  from  Europe,  and  in  which  we  had  long  been  interested,  to  the 
Church  of  England.  The  Synod  protested  against  the  transfer,  and  re¬ 
quested  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer  to  lay  this  protest  before  the  Board.  The 
Executive  Committee  were  also  authorized  to  take  action  in  consultation 
with  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  of  the  General  Council. 

The  Executive  Committee  requested  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer  to  meet  the 
Board,  and  learn  whether  it  was  still  in  their  power,  and  whether  they 
were  willing  to  transfer  the  missions  to  the  Ministerium  of  Penn’a.  He 
was  informed  they  were  heartily  willing  to  do  so  if  the  transfer  had  not 
already  been  accomplished.  The  Board  instructed  its  Secretary  to  write 
at  once  to  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  and  to  the  Missionary  of  the 
Board,  who  had  been  empowered  to  make  the  transfer,  to  stop  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  if  it  could  still  be  done.  As  soon  as  information  was  received 
from  the  Church  Missionary  Society,  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  General 
Synod  made  a  complete  and  final  transfer  of  the  missions  at  Rajahmun- 
dry  and  Samulcotta  to  the  Ministerium  of  Penn’a.,  and  the  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Council  were  invited  to  meet 
the  Executive  Committee  at  Reading  to  consult  about  further  action. 

The  Executive  Committee,  as  well  as  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  acted 
in  the  emergency  because  action  was  imperative,  or  the  transfer  would 
have  been  accomplished.  Action  was  taken,  however,  with  the  confident 
belief  that  it  would  have  the  sanction  of  the  Council,  and  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  offer  to  give  over  the  charge 
and  direction  of  the  work  to  the  Council. 

Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer,  who  for  seventeen  years  labored  among  the  Telugus 
and  was  familiar  with  all  the  circumstances  surrounding  the  mission,  of¬ 
fered  to  go  out  once  more  and  assist  in  renewing  its  life.  Two  young 
men  who  had  for  some  years  been  preparing  for  this  work  under  the  care 
of  Rev.  C.  W.  Gronning,  at  Apenrade,  Schleswig,  and  at  the  Mission 
House  at  Copenhagen,  offered  to  go  out,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  three 
should  be  sent.  Rev.  Dr.  C.  F.  Heyer  left  New  York,  August  31st,  and 
has  already  left  Trieste  on  his  way  by  Suez  to  India.  Rev.  H.  C.  Schmidt, 
who  was  ordained  by  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  expects  to  leave 
Boston  for  Madras  before  the  close  of  this  month.  Mr.  Chr.  Fr.  Joh. 
Becher  has  received  permission  to  take  passage  to  Suez  upon  a  steamship 
sent  out  by  the  Danish  Government  to  take  part  in  the  opening  of  the  in¬ 
ter-oceanic  canal,  and  the  money  to  pay  his  passage  thence  to  Madras  has 
been  advanced  by  the  Danish  Miss.  Society.  That  Society  and  friends  in 
Schleswig  have  borne  the  expense  of  the  education  of  these  young  men, 
and  to  them  our  grateful  thanks  are  due. 

The  Executive  Committee,  in  the  name  of  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania, 
submit  their  action  in  this  matter  to  the  General  Council.  They  beg 
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leave  to  submit  the  future  guidance  of  this  work  to  the  General  Council. 
They  hereby  offer  to  transfer  the  entire  work  to  the  General  Council 
or  to  continue  to  conduct  it,  in  the  name  and  under  the  directions  of  the 
Council.  They  have  undertaken  the  pecuniary  responsibility  attached 
to  their  action.  They  offer  to  transfer  this,  to  the  Council,  or  if  it  be 
preferred,  that  they  continue  to  bear  it,  they  beg  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  all  the  Congregations  and  Synods  in  the  Council.  The  Treasurer  of  the 
Penn’a.  Synod  has  already  paid  about  $1,700  of  the  expenses.  The  ex¬ 
penses  attending  the  sending  out  and  settlement  of  the  three  missionaries 
will  be  about  $1,900  ;  the  amount  needed  annually  for  the  support  of  the 
mission  as  now  constituted,  about  $2,400. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

B.  M.  Sc H mucker,  Eng.  Sec. 

The  Tellers  announced  the  election  of 

Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D.,  -  -  President. 

Another  ballot  for  German  Corresponding  Secretary  was  defer 
red  until  the  close  of  this  A.  M.  Session. 

The  Minutes  of  last  Convention  were  referred  to  a  Committee. 
Rev.  J.  Fry,  Rev.  C.  Albrecht  and  Del.  L.  Nielander. 

The  President’s  Report  was  referred  to  a  Committee.  Revs.  J. 
A.  Seiss,  D.  D.,  C.  Volz,  J.  A.  Roof,  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D., 
and  Dels.  H.  Lehman,  Peter  P.  Keller  and  H.  J.  Rudisill. 

Notice  was  given  that  the  attention  of  the  General  Council 
would  be  called  to  the  following  topics:  Sunday  School  Literature; 
Parochial  Schools ;  Tunes  for  the  Church  Books ;  Systematic 
Beneficence;  The  New  York  Immigrant  Mission;  Action  to 
promote  the  formal  connection  of  orthodox  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Synods  with  this  Body. 

These  topics  were  referred  to  the  Committee  On  Minutes  of  last 
Convention ,  to  report  the  order  of  their  consideration. 

The  President  announced  the  Auditing  Committee :  Dels. 
Hanbury  Smith,  M.  D.,  Paul  P.  Keller  and  P.  Kennedy,  M.  D. 

Also,  the  Committee  On  Minutes  of  Synods:  Revs.  S.  K. 
Brobst,  G.  W.  Drees,  J.  Fishburn,  O.  J.  Hatlestad,  R.  Knoll,  F. 
C.  II.  Lampe,  J.  L.  Stirewalt  and  S.  Klingman. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Prof.  S.  Fritschel. 
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Fourth  Session. 

2  P.  M.,  Nov.  5th,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel  conducted  the  devo¬ 
tional  services.  “  0  HeiVger  Greist ,  Kehr  bei  uns  ein ,”  was  sung. 

The  roll  was  called.  The  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  German  Hymn  Book  Committee  was  made 
the  order  for  Monday,  immediately  succeeding  the  Home  Mission 
business. 

Rev,  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist, 
reported  on  gathering  intelligence  concerning  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  the  Danish  West  India  Islands,  and  in 
Alaska. 

Their  report  was  received,  and  the  further  prosecution  of  this 
work  committed  to  the  Corresponding  Secretaries. 

Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist  reported  the  translation  and 
publication  of  the  “  Fundamental  Principles”  in  the  Swedish 
language. 

Rev.  0.  J.  ITatlestad  was  instructed  to  translate  the  “  Funda¬ 
mental  Principles”  into  Norwegian. 

Rev.  S.  Liese  was  excused  from  attendance  until  Monday. 

Different  matters  connected  with  the  NewT  York  Immigrant 

Mission  were  considered,  and  the  subject  referred  to  a  Committee 
to  report  action. 

The  President  named  as  the  Committee,  Revs.  C.  W.  Schaeffer, 
D.  D.,  B.  M.  Schmucker,  G.  W.  Drees,  Prof.  S.  L.  Harkev,  F. 
Wohlbrecht,  and  Delegates  G.  W.  lleckel  and  P.  L.  Hawkinson. 

The  Tellers  reported  the  election  of 

Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  -  -  Ger.  Cor.  Secretary. 

Rev.  Prof.  S.  L.  Harkey  conducted  the  closing  devotional  ser¬ 
vices. 


Fifth  Session. 

.  Saturday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  6,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  J.  Fishburn  conducted  the  devotional 
services.  Hymn  249,  vs.  1  and  2,  were  sung.  II  Cor.  v.,  14-21 
read. 

The  roll  was  called.  The  Minutes  read  and  approved. 
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The  regular  order  of  business  being  deferred,  the  paper  on  u  For- 
eign  Missions  ”  already  submitted,  was  taken  up,  discussed  and  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  Commitee  to  report  action. 

The  President  designated  as  this  Committee,  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaef¬ 
fer,  D.  D.,  S.  K.  Brobst,  J.  A.  Roof,  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist,  F. 
C.  H.  Lampe,  Gr.  W.  Reuther,  and  Dels.  Charles  F.  Norton,  D.  M. 
Fox  and  F.  Rittinger. 

The  Committee 

On  Minutes  of  last  Convention , 

reported  : 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  General  Council,  and  also  the  arrangement  of  the  subjects  to 
be  brought  before  the  present  meeting,  respectfully  report : 

1.  The  Synod  of  Texas  was  received  into  connection  with  this  Council, 
with  the  understanding  that  at  their  next  annual  Convention,  our  Con¬ 
stitution  should  be  regularly  and  formally  adopted.  Has  information  of 
their  compliance  with  this  been  received  ? 

2.  The  Executive  Committee  were  instructed  to  report  Constitutions 
for  Congregations  and  Synods  at  the  earliest  possible  day. 

3.  The  English  Church  Book  Committee  were  instructed  to  complete 
those  parts  of  the  Liturgy  not  yet  in  the  Church  Book ;  and  also  to  has¬ 
ten  their  work  upon  a  Hymn  Book  for  Sunday  Schools. 

4.  The  Committee  on  the  German  Hymn  Book  were  continued. 

5.  The  Corresponding  Secretaries  were  instructed  to  continue  corres¬ 
pondence  with  our  Lutheran  brethren  in  the  South. 

6.  The  Secretaries  were  instructed  to  address  a  circular  to  Pastors  and 
congregations,  requesting  and  urging  collections  for  the  use  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil.  Has  this  been  done  '( 

7.  A  Committee  was  appointed  (Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst,  Chairman)  to  submit 
a  plan  under  which  the  General  Council  may  prosecute  the  work  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions. 

8.  Rev.  Hr.  Passavant  was  authorized  to  superintend  the  publication  of 
a  proposed  biographical  memoir  of  the  late  Rev.  G.  Bassler.  Its  publica¬ 
tion  in  German  was  also  requested. 

9.  A  Committee  was  appointed  to  reply  to  the  letter  addressed  to 
Protestants  by  the  Roman  pontiff. 

The  following  order  of  consideration  of  the  various  topics,  of  which  no 
tice  has  been  given  to  this  Convention,  is  suggested : 

I.  The  Emigrant  Mission  at  Castle  Garden,  N.  Y. 

II.  Plans  for  systematic  beneficence. 

III.  Music  for  the  service  and  hymns  of  the  Church  Book. 
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IV.  Sunday  School  literature. 

V.  Parochial  schools. 

VI.  The  connection  of  other  Synods,  standing  on  the  basis  of  our 
symbols,  with  this  Council,  (The  Minnesota  Memorial.) 

Respectfully  submitted.  Jacob  Fry, 

C.  Albrecht, 
Del.  L.  Nielander. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

A  paper  on  the  subject  of  “  Ministerial  Education ”  was  intro¬ 
duced  by  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  which  was  discussed  until 
the  hour  of  adjournment. 

The  Committee 

To  Reply  to  the  Pope  s  Letter , 

received  permission  to  present  their  report  at  the  opening  of  the 
P.  M.  Session. 

Rev.  S.  Klingman  was  excused  from  further  attendance. 

Rev.  Prof.  S.  Fritschel  conducted  the  closing  devotional  ser¬ 
vices.  “Lobe  den  Herr”  1st  and  2d  verses  were  sung. 

Sixth  Session. 

2  P.  M.,  Nov.  6,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  F.  Wohlbrecht  conducted  the  devo¬ 
tional  exercises. 

Roll  called.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Del.  II.  J.  Rudisill  was  excused  from  attendance  until  Mon¬ 
day  evening,  and  Del.  0.  Saeger  from  further  attendance. 

The  Committee 

To  reply  to  the  Popes  Letter , 

reported : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  reply  to  the  letter  of  Pope  Pius  IX.,  dated 
Rome,  Sept.  13,  1868,  and  addressed  to  “  All  Protestants  and  other  Non- 
Catholics,”  would  respectfully  report,  that  they  organized  by  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  a  Chairman,  who  at  once  took  measures  by  which  an  official  copy 
of  the  Pope’s  letter  was  secured. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  letter,  your  committee  would  lay 
before  you  the  facts  following  : 

I.  The  Pope’s  letter  repudiates,  in  its  only  address,  all  recognition  of  any 
part  of  the  Protestant  world  as  having  an  organic  or  official  existence  as 
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a  Church — even  cle  facto.  It  is  addressed  to  individuals,  as  such,  and  may 
be  properly  replied  to  by  individuals  at  their  personal  discretion.  The  idea, 
for  some  time  current,  that  Protestants  are  to  have  any  rights,  or  are  in¬ 
vited  to  any  privileges  in  the  “  (Ecumenical  Council/7  is  entirely  ground¬ 
less.  Whatever  may  be  the  suavity  of  the  manner,  the  Pope  is  as  inflex¬ 
ible  in  the  thing,  as  if  we  were  in  the  Middle  Ages.  He  simply  invites  in¬ 
dividuals — of  whom  he  affirms  that  they  “  do  not  possess  the  true  faith  of 
Christ/7  and  for  whom,  collectively,  he  has  no  better  name  than  that  of 
“societies77  and  “  sects/7— to  abandon  their  convictions,  and  make  their 
submission  to  the  particular  communion  of  which  he  is  head. 

II.  The  individuals  thus  addressed  are  not  of  a  class  to  which  the 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  belong.  Though  the  Lutheran  Church 
is  a  Protestant  Church,  and,  in  the  strict,  original,  historical  limitation 
of  the  word,  the  only  Protestant  Church,  yet,  as  the  Pope  addresses  Prot¬ 
estants  who  are  “  Non-Catholics/7  “  who  do  not  follow  the  Communion 
of  the  Catholic  Church/7  he  uses  the  term  in  a  sense  in  which  it  does 
not  embrace  the  members  of  our  Church.  They  are  not  Non-Catholic 
Protestants,  but  are  Protestants  against  Pome,  only  because  Rome  her¬ 
self  is  Non-Catholic.  Our  Church  believes  in  one,  Hoi}  Catholic  Church, 
the  Universal  Christian  Church,  the  Communion  of  Saiflts,  whose  faith 
she  confesses,  and  of  which  she  is  a  pure  part,  and  her  true  people  living 
members.  '  The  very  address  of  the  letter  makes  a  fictitious  assumption, 
and  to  acknowledge  that  it  is  meant  for  us,  would  be  to  grant  an  untruth  f 
and  fixa  a  stigma  upon  ourselves.  If  there  be  those  called  Protestants  who 
concede  that  they  are  Non-Catholics,  they,  and  they  only,  can  properly 
consider  the  Pope’s  letter  addressed  to  them. 

III.  The  Pope  raises  no  pretensions  in  this  letter  which  have  not  been 
officially  rejected  by  our  Church,  again  and  again,  and  offers  no  argu¬ 
ments  which  have  not  been  repeatedly  confuted  in  our  Confessions  and 
by  our  great  divines. 

IY.  The  record  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  against  the  errors  of  Ro¬ 
manism,  written,  rot  only  in  her  own  literature  and  life,  but  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  whole  civilized  world  for  more  than  three  centuries,  is  so  clear, 
before  Heaven,  earth  and  hell,  that  any  new  official  protest  against  those 
errors,  on  so  slight  an  occasion  as  the  letter  of  the  Pope,  is  more  than 
needless,  and  might  almost  excite  the  suspicion,  or  prompt  the  insinua¬ 
tion,  that  the  Body  which  made  it  was  hazarding  its  dignity  by  seeming 
to  catch  at  an  opportunity  for  cheap  declamation,  to  swell  the  sensation 
of  the  hour,  or  to  court  popular  applause. 

V.  What  is  here  true  of  all  genuinely  Lutheran  bodies  is  pre-eminently 
true  of  this  General  Council.  We  have  so  recently  and  unreservedly  ac¬ 
cepted  those  great  Confessions  of  our  Church  on  the  principles  of  which 
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alone  Romanism  can  be  successfully  resisted,  and  wbicli  have  formed  for 
ages  the  mightiest  bulwark  against  it,  that  any  official  act  on  our  part 
would  seem  specially  an  act  of  supererogation.  In  view  of  these  and 
other  weighty  reasons,  your  Committee  made  no  reply  and  would  recom¬ 
mend  that  none  be  made  to  the  Pope’s  letter. 

C.  P.  Krauth,  Chairman , 

C.  W.  Schaeffer, 

J.  A.  Seiss, 

G.  F.  Krotel. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Rev  J.  Weber  was  excused  from  further  attendance. 

The  subject.  “Ministerial  Education,”  pending  at  the  close  of 
the  morning  session,  was  resumed.  After  full  and  earnest  discus¬ 
sion,  resolutions  as  follows  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary. 

Resolved,  I.  That,  in  the  deliberate  judgment  of  this  Council,  the  time 
has  come  when  the  wants  of  the  Lutheran  population  in  the  Western 
States  require  the  establishment,  at  some  central  point,  of  a  Theological 
Seminary,  where  the  future  ministry  of  our  English,  German  and  Scandi¬ 
navian  Churches  may  be  educated  together,  in  the  unity  of  the  common 
Faith  confessed  and  maintained  by  this  Body. 

Resolved ,  II.  That  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  in  the  humble  acknowledgment  of  its  inability  to 
carry  forward  this  great  and  difficult  undertaking  to  a  successful  issue 
by  its  own  resolution  and  strength ;  nevertheless,  in  confident  reliance 
upon  Almighty  God  and  his  promised  grace,  does,  now,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  alone  for  His  glory,  solemnly  resolve  to  take  the  ne¬ 
cessary  steps  toward  the  establishment  of  such  an  Institution. 

Resolved,  III.  That  a  Commission  of  twelve  persons  be  appointed  by 
this  Body,  with  instructions  to  prepare  a  Charter  for  a  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary,  a  Constitution  and  By-Laws  also,  all  of  which  shall  be  submitted 
to  this  Body  at  its  next  Convention. 

Resolved,  IY.  That  this  Commission  have  power  to  receive  proposals 
and  to  determine  the  site  of  this  Institution  at  or  near  the  city  of  Chi¬ 
cago. 

Revs.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D.,  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.  and  Erl.  Carl¬ 
son  were  appointed  to  report  nominations  for  the  above  Commis¬ 
sion. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Roof. 
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Seventh  Session. 

Monday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  8,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  R.  Hill  conducted  the  devotional  ser¬ 
vices.  II  Thes.  iii.,  1-6  and  St.John  iii.,  16-22,  were  read,  and 
vs.  1  and  2,  Hymn  252  sung. 

Roll  called.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  not  being  prepared 
to  report,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  Item  VI,  in  the  order  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  last  Convention  (the  Minnesota  Memorial)  be  the  first 
order  for  this  P.  M. 

Resolved ,  That  u  Home  Missions  ”  be  the  order  for  to-morrow 
(Tuesday),  A.  M. 

The 

German  Hymn  Book  Committee , 

reported  : 

The  German  Hymn  Book  Committee  beg  leave  to  report : 

I.  That,  in  accordance  with  their  instructions,  they  have  prepared  a 
plan  of  a  German  Hymn  Book,  paid  due  regard  to  the  various  suggestions 
they  received,  and  that  the  work  has  so  far  progressed,  that  they  are  able 
to  submit  the  hymnological  part  of  the  German  Church  Book  to  this 
reverend  Convention. 

II.  Your  committee  holds  itself  ready  for  further  instructions  in  refer¬ 
ence  to  said  hymn  book. 

III.  As  regards  the  liturgical  part,  your  committee  proposes  the  adop¬ 

tion  of  the  accompanying  order  of  the  morning  service  for  Sundays  and 
Festival  days.  Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  A.  Wenzel,  Chairman. 

Report  adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  500  copies  of  a  Provisional  German  Hymn 
Book  be  published. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Order  for  Morning  and  Evening  Service, 
with  spell  alterations  as  the  Committee  may  propose,  be  printed  in 
the  Provisional  Hymn  Book. 

The  Committee 

_  • 

On  the  English  Church  Book , 

reported : 

The  Committee  on  the  English  Church  Book  would  respectfully  re¬ 
port  : 
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That  there  have  been  printed  14,000  copies  in  the  usual  form,  of  which 
11,300  have  been  sold.  The  copyright  has  thus  far  yielded  about  $1,850, 
which  has  paid  for  the  plates,  but  as  a  considerable  amount  is  necessarily 
invested  in  each  successive  edition,  and  as  the  cost  of  the  plates  for  the 
contemplated  editions  will  have  to  be  borne,  there  is  as  yet  no  surplus 
which  can  be  used  for  other  purposes.  The  Sub-committee  has  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  preparation  of  Orders  for  Ministerial  Acts,  which  will  be 
submitted  to  all  the  members  of  the  committee  as  soon  as  completed. 

The  Sunday  School  Hymn  and  Service  Book  has  been  in  course  of 
preparation.  The  liturgical  part  has  been  entrusted  to  a  special  committee, 
who  have  nearly  completed  their  work.  The  selection  and  arrangement  of 
the  hymns  has  been  committed  to  another  Sub-committee,  who  have 
agreed  upon  the  order,  following  as  nearly  as  possible  that  of  the  Church 
Book,  and  have  also  made  some  progress  in  the  selection  of  hymns.  The 
work  will  be  prosecuted  as  rapidly  as  the  importance  and  magnitude  of  it 
will  permit.  The  Committee  has  learned  from  various  quarters,  that  the 
desire  is  very  strong  that  the  Sunday  School  Hymn  Book  should  be  fur¬ 
nished  also  with  a  due  amount  of  suitable  music,  and  upon  this  your  Com¬ 
mittee  would  be  pleased  to  have  an  expression  of  opinion  of  the  General 
Council.  The  Committee. 

Report  adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  be  read,  and  any  items  requiring  fur¬ 
ther  action  be  considered. 

Instructions  to  the  English  Qhurch  Booh  Committee. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  English  Church  Book 
be  authorized  to  issue  an  edition  of  the  Church  Book  containinor 

O 

the  Introits,  Collects  and  Pericopes,  arranged  in  place  for  each 
Sunday  and  principal  Festival  of  the  Church  year. 

Resolved ,  That  hereafter  the  Church  Book  shall  be  published  as 
directed  in  this  resolution. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Second  Order  of  Morning  Service  be  omitted 
in  future  editions  of  the  Church  Book. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  adopt,  as  soon  as 
possible,  a  continuous  paging  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
English  Church  Book. 

Rev.  R.  Knoll  was  excused  from  further  attendance. 

Adjourned,  Rev.  R.  Knoll  conducting  the  devotional  services. 
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Eighth  Session. 

2  P.  M.  Nov.  8,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Devotional  services  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  J.  H.  Sieker,  the  19tli  Psalm  being  read  and  “  Herr  Jem 
Christi ,  zu  uns  ivendt  ”  was  sung.  Roll  called.  Minutes  read  and 
approved. 

The  Minnesota.  Memorial 

was  taken  up  and  after  fraternal  disussion, 

Resolved ,  That  this  subject  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three, 
with  instructions  to  report  action  as  early  as  possible  during  this 
evening  session. 

The  President  named  as  this  Committee  Revs.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D. 
D.,  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  and  C.  W.  Schaelfer,  D.  D. 

Adjourned,  Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling  conducting  the  devotional 
services,  to  meet  at  7J  P.  M. 


Ninth  Session. 

Monday,  7J  P.  M.,  Nov.  8,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  Prof.  Gr.  Grossman  led  in  prayer. 

The  roll  was  called.  The  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

Rev.  R.  Hill  was  excused  from  further  attendance. 

Rev.  F.  Wohlbrecht  was  excused  from  attendance  after  to-mor¬ 
row  A.  M.  session. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  English  Church  Book  Commit¬ 
tee’s  report  was  resumed. 

Provisional  Sunday  School  Hymn  Book. 

Resolved ,  That  the  English  Church  Book  Committee  be  in¬ 
structed  to  publish  a  Provisional  Sunday  School  Hymn  and  Ser¬ 
vice  Book  at  the  earliest  possible  day,  so  that  at  the  next  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  General  Council  final  action  may  be  taken  on  the 
compilation. 

The  Committee 

On  the  Minnesota  Memorial , 

reported  : 

The  report  was  received,  considered,  and  referred  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee  with  instructions. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Kunkelman. 
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Tenth  Session. 

Tuesday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  9,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  S.  Laird  conducted  the  devotional  ser¬ 
vice.  1  John  ii.,  9-17  and  St.  John  xv.,  12-27  were  read,  and 
verses  1-3  of  Hymn  248  sung. 

The  Council  voted  to  hear  the  report  of  Committee 

On  the  Minnesota  Memorial. 

The  report  was  received. 

Some  discussion  ensuing  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  questions  sub¬ 
mitted,  the  Delegate  of  the  Minnesota  Synod,  asked  and  received 
permission  to  withdraw  the  questions  and  submit  them  in  as  precise 
form  as  possible. 

Resolved ,  That  the  consideration  of  these  subjects  be  made  the 
first  order  for  this  evening  session. 

Del.  W.  Lovekamp  was  excused  from  further  attendance. 

There  was  received  and  adopted  the  report  of 

The  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions. 

The  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  of  the  General 
Council,  respectfully  present  the  following  statement  of  their 
abors  during  the  past  year,  and  a  brief  review  of^  the  Mission 
work  in  the  Synods  connected  with  this  Body. 

Two  difficulties  have  greatly  embarrassed  their  labors  during 
the  past,  as  during  the  first  year  of  their  appointment.  The 
first  of  these  has  been  the  want  of  means  to  support  Missionaries. 
The  whole  amount  which  came  into  the  treasury  was  but  a  little 
over  a  thousand  dollars.*  The  smallness  of  this  sum  was  mainly 
owTing  to  the  fact  that  the  District  Synods,  in  the  peculiar  condi¬ 
tion  of  affairs  in  their  bounds,  were  under  the  necessity  of  devoting 
their  utmost  energies  to  the  work  of  Domestic  Missions  within 
their  own  territory.  So  pressing  were  the  needs  of  their  own  des¬ 
titute  people,  that  the  duty  of  providing  for  their  own  was  imper¬ 
ative;  and  owing  to  the  rapid  growth  and  development  of  the 
population,  as  wrell  as  the  melanchi  ly  neglect  of  previous  years, 
the  strength  of  one  and  all  of  them  was  inadequate  to  this  home 
work. 

The  chief  perplexity  of  the  Committee,  however,  has  been  occa¬ 
sioned  by  our  inability  to  obtain  suitable  laborers  for  the  special 


*  See  Appendix  A. 
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service  which,  at  this  juncture,  was  regarded  as  most  important. 
Men  were  needed  in  many  parts  of  the  Church  as  Superintendents 
of  Missions,  or  missionary  agents,  whose  time  and  energy  might 
be  devoted  to  the  exploration  and  supply  of  the  many  destitutions 
which  abound  in  every  portion  of  the  land,  but  particularly  in  the 
Western  States.  It  was  just  this  class  of  men  whom  it  was  next  to 
impossible  to  obtain.  Their  labors  were  indispensable  to  important 
churches,  which  would  have  suffered  by  their  resignation  and  the 
consequent  vacancy  of  the  congregations.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
many  destitute  churches,  in  every  Synod,  made  the  presence  of 
such  brethren,  and  the  painstaking  efforts  of  the  neighboring  pas¬ 
tors,  to  look  after  their  spiritual  wants,  a  necessity  so  great  that  the 
Committee  could  not  regard  it  as  their  duty  to  call  such  ministers 
out  of  their  proper  pastoral  work.  Had  suitable  laborers  been  with¬ 
in  our  reach,  many  fields  of  great  interest  would  have  been  entered, 
and  the  Report  of  our  first  year’s  work  would  have  been  a  most  in¬ 
spiring  one. 

As  an  illustration  of  what  might  have  been  accomplished  in  this 
department  of  labor,  we  respectfully  refer  to  the  encouraging 
results  which  have  been  accomplished  through  the  missionary 
agency  of  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Stirewalt,  who  has  been  in  the  service  of 
the  Committee  for  the  past  six  months.  Not  only  have  a  number 
of  pastoral  districts  long  vacant  been  supplied  with  faithful  pastors, 
but  a  number  of  new  fields  have  been  exnlored  in  Western  Ohio 

X 

and  the  adjoining  parts  of  Indiana,  where  congregations  have  been 
organized,  churches  undertaken,  and  mission  districts  laid  out  and 
served  with  the  ministrations  of  the  gospel.  The  experience  of 
the  past  six  months,  with  a  single  Missionary  Superintendent  in  the 
field,  has  been  as  surprising  as  it  was  gratifying,  and  led  to  an 
earnest  effort  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  to  multiply  such  a 
service  of  exploration  and  supervision  in  every  Western  State.  It 
is  deeply  discouraging  to  be  compelled  to  state,  that  after  the  most 
diligent  correspondence  in  different  directions,  we  were  unable  to 
secure  the  services  of  even  a  second  laborer  ! 

The  only  other  way  left  to  us,  under  the  circumstances,  was  to 
operate  through  the  Executive  Committees  of  several  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Synods,  by  direct  appropriations  to  their  treasury.  This  was 
done  to  the  Canada  and  Minnesota  Synods,  the  funds  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  having  been  placed  in  our  hands  by  the  Pennsylvania  Synod. 
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These  Synods  carry  on  the  mission  work  in  their  respective  bounds 
with  great  zeal  and  self-sacrifice,  and  the  reports  of  their  mission¬ 
aries,  transmitted  to  us,  are  full  of  encouragement.  The  work  of 
both  these  bodies  is  mainly  among  our  European  brethren,  who  are 
rapidly  taking  up  the  cheap  lands  of  Canada  and  Minnesota.  The 
destitution  among  these  new  settlers  is  very  great,  and  the  number 
of  the  incoming  emigrants  so  large,  that  our  faithful  pastors  are 
borne  down  with  the  burden  of  the  souls  committed  to  their  charge. 

The  Committee,  after  a  correspondence  with  the  Minnesota  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Augustana  Synod,  commissioned  an  esteemed  brother 
as  Missionary  Superintendent  among  the  destitute  Scandinavian 
population  of  Minnesota  and  Dacotah — which  is  estimated  at  over 
30,000 — who  are  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd.  To  our  great 
regret,  his  failing  health  and  the  condition  of  some  vacant  churches 
made  it  necessary  to  take  a  pastoral  charge.  It  is  designed,  in 
the  absence  of  a  separate  laborer,  to  secure  the  services  of  a  certain 
number  of  pastors  of  this  Conference,  who  will  go  out  after  these 
scattered  sheep  in  the  wilderness,  and  seek,  by  the  ministrations 
of  the  gospel,  to  save  those  that  are  lost.  By  such  labors,  during  the 
past  year,  congregations  have  been  organized  at  Lake  City,  Cannon 
Falls,  Wannawingo,  Long  Creek,  Hastings,  Manketo,  Mamreland 
and  Minneiska — all  in  Minnesota,  while  the  Gospel  was  preached 
at  some  fifty  new  stations,  where  it  is  hoped  to  form  churches  here¬ 
after. 

The  missionary  labors  of  the  Pennsylvania,  Pittsburgh,  New 
York,  Canada,  English  List.,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Illinois  and  Augus¬ 
tana  Synods  deserve  special  and  detailed  mention.  The  official 
reports  of  most  of  these  bodies  have,  however,  come  into  our  hands 
only  during  this  Convention,  and  we  respectfully  ask  for  permission 
to  prepare,  for  publication,  a  more  complete  summary  of  the  work 
of  missions  in  the  Synods  composing  this  Body,  than  is  possible 
during  the  interruptions  of  our  meeting.  It  is,  perhaps,  not  too 
much  to  estimate  the  amount  expended  in  various  ways  for  domes¬ 
tic  missions  by  these  Synods,  as  from  $15,000  to  $20,000.  This 
is  but  a  trifle  in  comparison  with  the  vast  work  to  be  done,  but  it 
is  at  least  a  beginning,  which,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  is  a  hopeful  token  of  good. 

The  special  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been  directed,  during 
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the  past  year,  to  the  great  importance  of  a  uniform  system  of  mis¬ 
sionary  operations  in  the  District  Synods.  The  success  of  the 
work  of  home-evangelization  depends  so  largely  on  the  efficiency  of 
the  Synods,  as  missionary  organizations,  that  the  sooner  the  ad¬ 
mirable  plan  proposed  by  the  Council  to  the  Synods  is  adopted  and 
carried  out,  the  more  effective  these  organizations  will  become,  in 
preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  poor,  the  emigrant  and  the  neglected 
writhin  their  bounds.  We  are  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  sev¬ 
eral  Synods,  to  whom  this  system  was  explained  by  the  President 
of  the  Committee,  adopted  it  at  their  recent  Conventions,  so  that 
now,  the  Pennsylvania,  Pittsburgh,  Canada,  and  English  District 
Synods  of  Ohio,  are  successfully  cultivating  their  respective  fields 
in  the  spirit  and  according  to  the  leading  features  of  the  plan  re¬ 
commended  by  the  Council.  With  every  year,  we  trust,  this  plan 
will  be  more  generally  introduced,  so  that  the  missionary  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  Committee,  according  to  our  Constitution,  may  be 
devoted  more  exclusively  to  u  the  regions  beyond,”  and  to  such 
general  interests  within  the  bounds  of  existing  Synods,  as  are  too 
great  for  their  strength  to  provide  for. 

Without  entering  into  details,  we  would  mention  that  during  the 
past  year  much  has  been  done  in  making  explorations  of  impor¬ 
tant  cities  and  other  destitute  fields  adjacent — in  the  West  and 
South — where  it  is  proposed,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  appoint  both 
stationary  and  travelling  missionaries. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  the  Committee,  wfith  occasional  special 
ones,  have  been  very  laborious,  and  have  fully  occupied  the  heart 
and  hands  of  the  Committee  with  the  preparatory  work  of  this 
vast  and  ever-increasing  interest. 

In  order  to  enlist  the  interest  of  our  children,  in  the  family  and 
the  school,  the  Committee  have  had  a  Certificate  prepared,  indi¬ 
cating  the  fact  that  the  person  whose  name  is  inscribed  upon  it  has 
aided  the  cause  by  a  donation.  The  device  is  very  suitable,  and 
will  aid  in  perpetuating  the  name  and  services  of  the  faithful  Ser¬ 
vant  of  Christ,  to  whom,  under  God,  the  Church  is  indebted  for 
its  pure  faith  and  its  well-grounded  hope  in  Christ.  Orders  for 
large  numbers  are  already  coming  in  from  our  Pastors  and  Sunday 
Schools,  and  it  is  believed  that  in  this  way  our  exhausted  treasury 
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will  be  materially  aided  by  the  free-will  offerings  of  the  children  of 
the  Church. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


W.  A.  Passavant, 

G.  A.  Wenzel, 

S.  Laird, 

H.  W.  Roth, 

H.  Reck, 


Th.  H.  Lane, 

A.  Louis  Thiel, 
W.  P.  Weyman, 
A.  Lange,  M.  D., 
L.  Kim. 


Dels.  H.  Lehman,  G.  W.  Heckel  and  M.  Cook  were  appointed 
Tellers,  and  a  ballot  ordered  to  choose  the  Executive  Committee 
on  Home  Missions  for  ensuing  year. 

The  Committee 


To  Draft  Constitutions 

reported  : 

The  Executive  Committee  having  been  instructed  to  report,  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  meeting,  Constitutions  for  both  Congregations  and  Synods  to  be  re¬ 
commended  to  such  Bodies  as  may  yet  be  formed  in  harmony  with  the 
General  Council,  beg  leave  to  report,  that  by  the  faithful  attention  given 
to  this  matter  on  the  part  of  the  sub- committee,  they  are  able  to  submit  to 
your  examination,  a  full  and  extended  Constitution  for  Congregations,  and 
also  to  report  progress  in  the  preparation  of  a  Constitution  for  Synods. 

The  importance  of  the  subject,  your  Committee  feels,  is  such  as  to 
demand  the  most  earnest  and  deliberate  attention  of  the  Council,  and  with 
the  expression  of  the  opinion  that  the  Council  should  determine  the  mode 
in  which  the  matter  shall  be  brought  before  the  brethren,  they  respect¬ 
fully  submit  the  results  of  their  labors. 


Resolved ,  That  these  Constitutions  be  published  for  examina¬ 
tion,  and  at  the  earliest  day  possible. 

Adjourned,  Rev.  G.  W.  Drees  conducting  the  devotional  services. 


Eleventh,  Session. 

2  P.  M.  Nov.  9,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  C.  Yolz  conducted  the  devotional 
services.  The  xxv.  Psalm  w'as  read,  and  “  Herr  Jesu  Christi 
G-ottes  Solm' ’  sung. 

Roll  called.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  Tellers  reported,  as  the  result  of  the  election,  the 


25 


Executive  Committee 

Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant, 

“  G.  A.  Wenzel, 

“  S.  Laird, 

“  H.  W.  Roth, 

“  H.  Reck, 


on  Home  Missions. 

Thos.  H.  Lane, 

A.  Louis  Thiel, 
Wm.  P.  Weyman, 
A.  Lang,  M.  I 
L.  Kim. 


Correspondence  with  Lutheran  Brethren  South. 

The  Corresponding  Secretaries  reported,  and  were  directed  to 
continue  correspondence  with  our  Lutheran  brethren  in  the  South. 

The  Committee 

On  Foreign  Missions , 

To  whom  was  referred  the  document  submitted  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  a  report, 
which  was  amended  and  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Your  Commitee  respectfully  report, 

I.  That  the  General  Council  approves  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  with  respect  to  Foreign 
Missions,  and  accepts  the  management  of  the  Foreign  Mission  work. 

II.  That  the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ministerium 
of  Pennsylvania  are  hereby  appointed  the  Executive  Committee  on  For- 
eign  Missions  of  the  General  Council. 

™III.  That  the  General  Council  pledges  itself  vigorously  and  faithfully 
to  support  the  Foreign  Mission  work. 

IV.  That  the  Executive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  be  authorized 
to  open  a  correspondence  with  the  Missions  at  Leipzig  and  Hermannsburg, 
with  the  view  of  securing  the  active  co-operation  of  said  Missions. 

Y.  That  the  General  Council  consider  and  determine  whether  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  should  not  direct  their  attention 
also  to  the  Chinese  population  that  is  already  so  rapidly  increasing  in  our 
land.  • 

C.  W.  Schaeffer,  Del.  Chas.  F.  Norton, 

S.  K.  Brobst,  “  D.  M.  Fox, 

J.  A.  Roof,  “  F.  Rittinger. 

T.  N.  Hasselquist, 

F.  C.  H.  Lampe, 

G.  W.  Reutiier. 
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The  Chinese. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Executive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  be 
instructed  to  take  the  claims  of  the  increasing  Chinese  popula¬ 
tion  into  consideration. 


Mission  in  Alaska . 

Resolved ,  That  the  Swedish  Corresponding  Secretary  be  in¬ 
structed  to  confer  with  the  Finnish  Lutheran  Missionary  Society 
in  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  Mission  among  the  Indians 
in  Alaska. 

Funds  for  Foreign  Mission  Work. 

Resolved ,  That  the  several  District  Synods  be  requested  to 
transfer  all  funds  collected  for  Foreign  Missions  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  General  Council  to  be  used  for  said  object. 

Memoir  of  Rev.  Gr.  Bassler. 

Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  reported  that  considerable  work 
had  been  done  on  the  “  Biographical  Memoir  ”  of  the  late  Rev.  G. 
Bassler. 

The  Committee 

On  the  New  York  Immigrant  Mission 

reported : 

The  Committee  on  the  Immigrant  Mission  at  New  York  would  respect¬ 
fully  recommend, 

I.  That  the  General  Council  accept  the  care  of  this  Mission,  said  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  Council  being  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  dlinisterium  of  both  Pennsylvania  and  New  York. 

II.  That  the  General  Council  appoint  a  Board  of  Managers  to  con¬ 
sist  of  six  clergymen  and  twelve  laymen,  of  which  two  clergymen  and 
four  laymen  shall  be  elected  each  year,  who  shall  haveThe  supervision  and 
control  of  the  Mission. 

III.  That  this  Board  have  full  authority  to  employ  and  discharge  mis¬ 
sionaries,  to  reduce  all  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  Mission  to  a  well- 
regulated  system,  and  in  general  have  authority  to  do  whatever  is  needed 
to  the  efficient  management  of  the  Mission. 

They  shall  present  an  Annual  Report  of  their  proceedings  and  accounts 
to  the  General  Council. 
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They  shall  endeavor  to  extend  all  the  benefits  of  the  Mission  to  the 
Scandinavian  as  well  as  the  Gierman  Immigrants. 

IV.  That  the  General  Council  now  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  and  instruct  the  Board  at  its  first  meeting,  to  deter¬ 
mine  which  members  shall  serve  respectively  for  one,  two  or  three  years. 

Y.  That  we  respectfully  suggest  to  the  General  Council  the  following 
persons  as  a  Board  of  Managers  :  Revs.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D*D.,  G.  W.  Drees  - 
J.  H.  Baden,  G.  Vorborg,  S.  K.  Brobst,  B.  M.  Schmucker,  and  Messrs. 
Fr.  Schack,  W.  Hauff,  Jno.  Moller,  F.  W.  Weiss,  Charles  Eanselt,  G, 
Martens,  C.  Chr.  Korner,  J.  H.  Barkl  age,  L.  F.  Eglinger,  Ilanbury 
M.  D.,  Jno.  Anderson  and  J.  L.  Frykberg. 

Adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York  Immi¬ 
grant  Mission  be  instructed  to  publish,  in  Dr.  Luthardt’s  u  Allge- 
meine  Kirelienzeitwtg ,”  a  correct  historical  statement  of  what  has 
been  done  by  the  Ministeriums  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  in 
Immigrant  Mission  Work. 

Dels.  G.  II.  Dieckmann  and  Peter  P.  Keller  were  excused  from 
further  attendance. 

Systematic  Beneficence. 

On  this  topic  the  following  action  was  taken  : 

Resolved  1st.  That  the  General  Council  respectfully  but  earnestly 
recommend  the  several  District  Synods  represented  in  this  Body, 
to  take  immediate  steps  to  introduce  such  plan  or  plans  of  Syste¬ 
matic  Beneficence  among  their  Congregations,  as  will  best  develop 

the  resources  and  increase  the  liberality  of  our  Church. 

«/ 

2d.  That  the  Delegates  here  assembled  be  requested  to  bring 
this  subject  before  their  respective  Synods,  at  the  earliest  day 
possible. 

3d.  That  as  suggestive  of  suitable  modes  of  introducing  this 
matter  to  the  Congregations,  attention  is  invited  to  the  several 
plans  herewith  submitted  : 

Plans  Proposed. 

I.  That  the  regular  Sunday  col’ections  be  devoted  to  benevolent 
purposes,  as  far  as  is  practicable. 

II.  That  every  member  of  the  Church  should  give  at  least  one 
cent  a  week  for  benevolent  purposes. 
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III.  That  each  member  and  contributor  of  every  Congregation 
be  requested  to  give  a  regular  contribution,  as  God  has  prospered 
him,  for  benevolent  purposes. 

IV.  That  the  Congregations  be  districted,  and  collectors  ap¬ 
pointed  for  these  districts,  who  shall  solicit  a  contribution 
annually  from  euch  member. 

Adjourned  with  prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Kunkelman,  to  meet  at 
TJ  this  Evening. 


Twelfth  Session. 


■  7|  P.  M.  Nov.  9,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  Prof.  S.  Fritschel  led  in  prayer. 
Roll  called.  Minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee 


On  the  Minnesota  Memorial 


'  > 

Asked  further  instruction,  and  were  directed  to  report  a  reply  to 

the  questions  of  the  Delegate  from  Minnesota  Synod,  said  ques¬ 
tions  not  being  officially  asked  by  the  Synod  of  Minnesota. 
Resolved ,  That  this  report  be  the  order  for  to-morrow,  P.  M. 
The  Committee 


On  President' s  Report 

reported  : 

The  papers  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  embrace  the  Open¬ 
ing  Address  of  the  President,  several  official  communications  addressed  to 
the  Geueral  Council,  and  copies  of  resolutions  proposed  for  the  adoption 
of  tnis  body. 


Missouri  Synod  and  Free  Conference. 


I.  The  principal  topic  touched  by  these  documents  is  that  which  re¬ 
lates  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Missouri,  &c.,  and  certain 
proposals  made  to  that  body  by  the  General  Council. 

From  the  records  of  the  organization  of  the  General  Council,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that,  at  the  preliminary  convention  at  Reading,  the  Brethren  of 
Missouri  were  pleased  to  accredit  Rev.  J  A.  F.  W.  Muller  as  their  rep¬ 
resentative  in  that  Convention  which  framed  the  Fundamental  Princi¬ 
ples  of  Faith  and  Polity  upon  which  this  body  is  founded.  It  appears, 
also,  that,  at  the  first  Convention  of  the  General  Council,  held  at  Fort 
Wayne,  an  official  communication  was  received  from  the  Four  District 


29' 


Synods  of  the  Missouri  Synod,  expressing  the  fraternal  regards  of  the 
members  of  that  body,  but,  at  the  same  time  declaring  their  preference 
for  further  conference  before  taking  steps  toward  an  organic  union  with 
the  General  Council.  The  letter  is  in  the  following  words : 

1  ‘  To  the  President  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  General  Church  Council  in 

North  America  : 

“  The  members  of  the  undersigned  Synod,  during  its  Convention  in  Chi¬ 
cago,  Illinois,  in  May  of  the  present  year,  received  a  communication  to 
the  effect  that  the  Delegates  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods,  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  assembled  in  Reading,  Pa.,  have,  among  other 
matters,  passed  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Synods  represented  in  this  Convention,  which  pre¬ 
fer  a  Free  Conference  to  an  immediate  organization,  be,  and  hereby 
are  invited  to  send  representatives  to  the  next  meeting,  with  the  under¬ 
standing  that  they  have  in  it  all  the  privileges  of  debate,  and  of  fraternal 
comparison  of  views. 

“  We  are,  by  no  means,  unmindful  of  the  value  of  the  privilege  herein 
accorded  to  us  by  said  Rev.  Body,  and  the  good  intention  which 
prompted  this  cordial  invitation.  But  after  having  considered  what  po¬ 
sition  our  Delegates  would  occupy  at  the  sessions  of  the  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  General  Church  Council,  we  have  arrived  at  the  conviction  that 
we  dare  not  avail  ourselves  of  so  honorable  a  proposal.  In  view  of  the 
relation  we  sustain  toward  different  members  of  the  Church  Council,  in 
reference  to  doctrine  and  churchly  practice,  we  must  be  apprehensive 
that  the  consideration  and  discussion  of  differences  still  existing,  in  the 
Convention  of  the  Church  Council,  might  give  rise  to  the  reflection  that 
we  intended  to  interrupt  the  bringing  about  of  a  unity,  and  are  there¬ 
fore  fearful  lest  our  participation,  instead  of  leading  to  an  agreement, 
might  be  productive  of  greater  alienation. 

“Even  at  the  risk  of  appearing  capricious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Rev.  Body, 
and  less  diligent  in  our  efforts  for  churchly  unity,  we  beg  leave  to  de¬ 
clare  it  again,  as  our  conviction,  that  Free  Conferences,  such  as  are  sepa¬ 
rated  from  officially  organized  conventions  of  ecclesiastical  bodies,  on  the 
basis  of  the  Symbols  of  our  Church,  as  contained  in  the  Form  of  Con¬ 
cord  of  1580,  are  the  only  proper  means  for  an  exchange  of  such  convic¬ 
tions,  as  are  still  divergent,  and  which,  by  the  grace  of  God,  may  lead 
to  a  unity  on  the  basis  of  our  beloved  Confession. 

“  Hoping  that  our  explanation  may  be  received  in  the  same  sense  in 
which  it  is  given,  and  in  the  sincerity  of  our  hearts,  expressing  our 
fervent  wish,  that  the  Rev.  Church  Council  may  attain  the  object  con¬ 
templated,  and  prove  a  blessing  and  consolation  to  the  entire  Evangelical 
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Lutheran  Church  in  this  country,  we  look  for  a  favorable  reply  to  our 
renewed  proposal. 

“  The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Missouri,  Ohio  and  other  States 
the  Western  District,  and  in  their  name. 

J.  F  Buenger,  Pres . 

G.  S.  Loeser,  Sec. 

Chicago,  Ills.,  May,  1867. 

Ottomar  Fuerbringer,  Pres., 

In  the  name  of  the  Northern  District, 

Adrian,  Micii.,  June  26,  ’67. 

Martin  Guenther,  Sect. 

According  to  resolution  and  in  the  name  of  the  Middle  District. 

II.  C.  Schwan,  Pres,  pro  tem. 

Th.  Wichmann,  Sec. 

Indianapolis,  Aug.  13,  ’67. 

E.  G.  W.  Keyl,  Pres. 

In  the  name  of  the  Eastern  District/’ 

Johannesburg,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  24,  ’67. 

In  response  to  this  communication,  the  General  Council  passed  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  we  hereby  reciprocate  the  kindly  expressions  of  the 
Synod  of  Missouri ;  that  we  sincerely  respect  the  honest  preferences  of 
our  brethren,  in  regard  to  the  best  means  of  uniting  our  Church;  and 
that  we  are  willing  to  set  apart  a  time,  during  the  future  sessions  of  this 
Body,  when  it  will  meet  them  simply  as  a  Free  Conference. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Council  held  last  year  in  Pittsburgh,  no 
answer  from  the  Synod  of  Missouri  was  received,  and  the  Secretaries  were- 
specially  instructed  to  bring  this  action  of  the  General  Council  to  the 
attention  of  the  Synod  of  Missouri,  in  the  hope  that  a  Conference  with 
that  Body  might  be  brought  about,  in  accordance  with  what  was  under¬ 
stood  to  be  its  preference  and  wish. 

In  answer  to  this,  an  official  communication  has  been  placed  in  the 
hands  of  your  Committee,  in  the  words  following: 

u  To  the  worthy  President  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lu¬ 
theran  Church  in  America,  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaejfer,  D.  D.,  Germantown, 

Pa. 

“Rev.  Sir  :  Whereas,  the  venerable  General  Council  has  issued  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  the  Synod  of  Missouri,  Ohio,  and  other  States,  the  latter  has  re¬ 
solved,  at  its  late  session  in  September  last,  in  Fort  Wayne,  to  return 
the  following  reply  to  your  venerable  Body  : 
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“The  Synod  of  Missouri,  &c.,  thanks  the  venerable  General  Council  for 
the  said  invitation,  and  is  happy  to  see  in  this  that  the  General  Council 
is  still  anxious  to  come  to  a  harmonious  understanding  with  those  Syn¬ 
ods  not  in  connection  with  it. 

“  At  the  same  time,  the  Synod  of  Missouri  allows  itself  to  remark,  that 
it  was  not  its  desire  to  deal  with  the  General  Council,  as  such,  and  during 
the  sessions  of  the  same ;  and  for  this  reason,  that  we  entertained,  and 
still  entertain  the  fear,  that,  by  such  a  side-dealing  with  the  matter,  jus¬ 
tice  would  not  be  done  it;  but  that  we  desired  a  Free  Conference,  such  as 
was  proposed  by  us  already  before  the  venerable  General  Council  was  or¬ 
ganized,  and  which  we  still  regard  as  the  proper  means  to  reach  the  end 
contemplated. 

“  Nevertheless,  should  such  a  Free  Conference  be  held,  to  which  all  Lu¬ 
therans  who,  without  reservation,  confess  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Con¬ 
fession  may  be  admitted,  we,  on  our  part  would,  without  doubt,  largely 
attend  the  same,  not  as  representatives,  but  as  individuals. 

Respectfully  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Synod  of  Mis¬ 
souri,  &e.  Geo.  Kuechle,  Secretary” 

La  Porte,  Ind.,  Oct.  12th,  1869. 

Your  Committee  is  impressed  with  the  respectful  and  courteous  style 
of  this  document,  and  gather  from  it  that, 

1.  The  Missouri  Synod  received  and  considered  the  proposal  made  to 
it  by  this  General  Council. 

2.  The  Missouri  Synod  has  declined  to  accept  said  proposal. 

3.  The  Missouri  Synod  is  averse  to  any  official  dealing  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  in  the  premises,  and  even  to  any  unofficial  dealing  with  the 
members  of  the  Council,  in  connection  with  the  regular  meetings  of  this 
Body. 

4.  The  Missouri  Synod  does  not  regard  the  General  Council,  as  such? 
or  any  use  of  it  as  an  official  Body,  as  a  proper  means  for  uniting  the 
Lutherans  of  this  country. 

5.  The  Missouri  Synod  believes  that  many  of  its  members  would  at¬ 
tend  a  Free  Conference  of  Lutherans  for  effecting  greater  unity  of  doc¬ 
trine  and  practice,  if  such  a  Conference  should  be  called. 

6.  The  Missouri  Synod  declines  to  take  part  even  in  such  a  Free  Con. 
gerence  of  unreserved  adherents  to  the  Augsburg  Confession  in  any 
official  way,  and  declares  that  any  of  its  members  who  may  attend  such 
a  Conference  will  do  it  “  not  as  representatives,”  but  simply  as  “  individ¬ 
uals.” 

In  view  of  these  particulars,  your  Committee  propose  the  following 
resolutions  : 
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1.  Resolved ,  That,  in  the  proposal  made  by  the  General  Council  to  the 
Synod  of  Missouri,  “  to  set  apart  a  time,  during  the  sessions  of  this  Body 
when  it  will  meet  them  simply  as  a  Free  Conference,”  it  was  believed 
that  we  were  conforming  to  the  wishes  and  views  of  our  Brethren  of  Mis¬ 
souri  as  previously  expressed,  and  that  it  was  our  purpose  to  devote  all 
necessary  and  reasonable  attention  to  the  topics  in  question,  and  to  do 
full  justice  to  the  same,  with  an  earnest  desire  to  come  to  a  mutual  and 
right  solution  of  all  the  difficulties  hindering  an  organic  union  between 
this  Body  and  the  Synod  of  Missouri. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  we  sincerely  regret  that  the  Ev.  Luth.  Synod  of 
Missouri,  &c.,  has  not  been  able  to  see  its  way  clear  to  accept  the  propo¬ 
sal  so  heartily  made  to  that  Body,  and  that  it  has  seen  fit  to  decline  all 
official  dealing,  with  this  General  Council,  and  e  ven  all  mm-official  dealing 
with  it  in  connection  with  its  regular  Conventions. 

3.  Resolved ,  Although  the  Missouri  Synod  has  thus  decided  to  have  no 
official  correspondence  with  the  General  Council,  still,  in  full  confidence 
in  the  Scripturalness  and  the  Lutheran  character  of  the  principles  on 
which  this  Body  is  founded,  that  we  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  receive 
and  entertain  any  proposals,  in  accord  with  our  Basis,  either  from  the 
venerable  Synod  of  Missouri,  or  any  others,  looking  to  the  much  to  be 
desired  organic  union  of  all  true  Lutherans  in  this  Country. 

Withdrawal  of  the  Wisconsin  Synod. 

II.  There  has  also  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  an 
official  letter  from  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin,  worded  as  follows : 

“  To  the  worthy  President  of  the  Genercd  Council  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  in  America ,  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer ,  D.  D. 

“  Bev.  Mr.  President.-— At  the  Ninth  Session  of  the  Ev.  Luth.  Synod 
of  Wisconsin  and  other  States,  held  during  the  present  year,  the  following 
Resolution  was  passed,  and  the  undersigned  officers  directed  to  present* 
the  same  to  you. 

“  ‘  W  hereas ,  the  General  Council,  in  the  resolutions  passed  at  Pittsburgh, 
did  not  come  up  to  the  request  of  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin,  of  an  adequate 
declaration  concerning  the  position  of  the  General  Council  respecting 
Mixed  Communion,  Exchange  of  Pulpits,  Secret  Societies  and  Chiliasm ; 
Be  it  resolved,  that  the  resolution  of  last  year,  laying  down  the  condition 
of  the  continued  connection  of  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin  with  the  General 
Council,  to  wit,  a  declaration  which  would  reach  the  position  of  our  Synod 
in  regard  to  these  questions,  be  carried  into  effect/ 

“  In  communicating  to  you,  whh  sincere  regret  that  the  declaration  of 
the  General  Council,  which  was  not  sufficient  for  the  Wisconsin  Synod, 
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has  compelled  the  same  to  this  resolution,  we  cannot  but  say,  that  it  is  our 
most  hearty  wish  and  prayer  that  the  Lord  would  very  soon  likewise  bring 
the  Synods  embraced  in  the  General  Council  to  the  true  thoroughness  in 
practice  the  same  as  in  doctrine,  which,  unhindeeid  by  any  secular  exter¬ 
nal  regard,  gives  the  honor  to  the  truth  alone,  in  order  that  His  Kingdom, 
which  is  the  Kingdom  of  the  Truth,  may  further  and  further  triumph  and 
reign  among  us  and  by  us.  May  He  help  to  it  also  at  your  pending  as¬ 
sembly  of  this  year  by  His  Holy  Spirit.  Amen. 

Respectfully, 

“  Milwaukee  and  Plattsville,  John  Bading,  Pres. 

Wisconsin,  August  16th,  1869.  G.  Thiele,  Sec. 

This  means  to  say  that  the  Wisconsin  Synod  has  dissolved  its  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  General  Council.  The  withdrawal  of  that  Synod  in  this 
manner,  evidently  does  violence  to  the  Fundamental  Principles  of  Church 
Polity,  set  forth  by  this  Council,  and  accepted  by  the  Wisconsin  Synod, 
particularly  Art.  VIII.,  which  was  meant  not  to  facilitate  hast}/  withdrawal 
but  to  discourage  it. 

1.  It  is  not  even  alleged  by  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin,  that  the  decision 
of  the  Council  of  last  year  on  the  Four  Points  is  in  “  conflict  with  the 
faith,”  but  only  that  it  is  not  “  adequate.”  It  is  granted  that  the  deci¬ 
sion  is  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth;  but  it  is  alleged  that  it  is 
not  the  whole  truth.  It  is  not  the  cl  decision  ”  to  which  they  object, 
but  their  objection  is  to  what  was  not  decided. 

2.  It  is  not  alleged  that  that  decision  involves  “  violation  of  the  rights 
of  conscience.”  On  the  contrarv.  t hat  decision  leaves  the  conscience  and 
acts  of  brethren  free,  even  when  they  feel  constrained  to  adopt  through¬ 
out  the  views  and  practice  of  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin. 

3.  The  decision  of  this  Council  is  uot  “final”  in  such  sense  as  to  pre_ 
elude  now,  or  in  the  future,  what  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin  would  allow  to  be 
“adequate”  action,  if  the  Council  should  be  led  to  see,  by  new  facts,  or 
new  arguments,  the  propriety  of  such  further  action. 

4.  If  this  Council  grants,  as  in  Christian  charity  it  is  willing  to  do, 
that  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin  has  taken  this  step  on  “  grounds  of  con¬ 
science,”  it  cannot  concede  that  those  grounds  are  “  well  founded,”  but 
on  the  contrary,  are,  at  best,  obscure  and  dubious. 

5.  The  Synod  of  Wisconsin  has  not  made  efforts  of  any  kind,  still  less 
“  prayerful,  earnest  and  repeated  efforts,”  to  correct  the  wrong  it  believes 
to  exist;  and  has  consequently  not  waited  till  it  was  appareut  that  “  no 
remedy  remains  but  withdrawal.”  It  has  found  its  first  recourse  in 
what  it  solemnly  pledged  itself  should  be  the  last. 

6.  Hence  the  Council  must  regard  with  profound  regret  the  withdrawal 
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of  the  Synod  of  Wisconsin,  believing  that  it  conflicts  with  the  solemn 
compact  made  by  that  Body  in  unity  with  the  General  Council,  and  can¬ 
not  be  justified  except  on  principles  which  would  forever  prevent  any 
permanent  union  of  our  Church  in  this  country. 

7.  T'ne  Synod  of  Wisconsin,  not  satisfied  with  hasty  withdrawal,  seems 
to  insinuate,  as  a  solution  of  the  action  of  this  Council,  undue  “secular,  ex¬ 
ternal  regard,”  and  a  reluctance  to  “give  honor  to  the  truth  alone.”  This 
Council  deeply  regrets  that  the  Wisconsin  Synod  could  give  as  a  solution 
of  the  conflict  of  their  action  with  ours,  that  which  involves  such  assump¬ 
tion  on  the  part  of  that  Body,  and  such  an  uncharitable  assault  upon  the 
motives  of  this. 

Resignation  of  Treasurer  Muhlenberg . 

III.  A  third  document  accompanying  the  Opening  Address  of  the 
President  is  a  letter  from  the  Treasurer,  Dr.  IT.  H.  Muhlenberg,  stating 
that  enfeebled  health  has  prevented  him  from  being  present  at  this  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  General  Council,  and  hence  also  resigning  his  office  as  Treas¬ 
urer. 

The  General  Council  regrets  the  absence  of  Dr.  Muhlenberg,  and  ex- 
tends  its  sympathy  in  his  failure  of  health,  and  prays  that  he  may  be 
speedily  restored  to  full  strength. 

The  Council  is  also  very  grateful  to  Dr.  Muhlenberg  for  the  generous 
services  rendered  by  him  as  its  Treasurer. 

J.  A.  Seiss,  Dels.  IT.  Lehman, 

C.  Volz,  Peter  P.  Keller, 

J.  A.  Boof,  H.  J.  Budisill. 

W.  A.  Passavant. 

Documents  on  Systematic  Beneficence  to  be  Published. 

Resolved ,  That  the  accompanying  papers  on  Systematic  Benefi¬ 
cence  be  published  in  the  German,  English,  and  Scandinavian 
Church  papers. 

Contributions  for  JY.  Y.  Immigrant  Mission. 

Resolved ,  That  the  District  Synods  request  their  Congregations 
to  make  yearly  contributions  to  the  New  York  Immigrant  Mission. 

Adjourned  with  Prayer  by  Re\r.  E.  Beifour. 
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Thirteenth  Session. 

Monday,  9  A.  M.,  Nov.  10,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  J.  A.  Kunkelman  conducted  the  de¬ 
votional  services.  Heb.  xiii :  5—15,  and  St.  Matt,  x :  16-83,  were 
read,  and  vs.  1,  4,  of  Hymn  274,  sung. 

The 

Auditing  Committee 

reported : 

The  Auditing  Committee  report,  that  they  have  examined  the  accounts 
of  the  Treasurer,  Dr.  II.  H.  Muhlenberg,  and  find  them  correct.  Eleven, 
dollars  for  the  Foreign  Mission  Fund,  has,  together  with  all  documents 
submitted  to  the  Committee,  been  handed  over  to  the  new  Treasurer, 
whose  receipt  therefor  is  appended.  A  balance  of  $67.55,  due  the  former 
Treasurer,  he  has  generously  donated  to  the  General  Council.  An  appro¬ 
priate  vote  of  thanks  is  respectfully  suggested. 

Hanbury  Smith,  1 
P.  Kennedy,  l  Committee. 

Chicago ,  Nov.  6//q  1869.  Paul  P.  Keller,  j 

Received  from  the  Auditing  Committee,  $11.00,  for  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Fund,  together  with  the  documents  alluded  to  above. 

C.  F.  Norton,  Treasurer. 

Thanhs  to  Treasurer  Muhlenberg. 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Council  be  returned 
to  H.  IT.  Muhlenberg,  M.  D.,  for  his  contribution  to  its  Treasury. 

Financial  Recommendations  to  District  Synods. 

Resolved ,  That  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  contingent  fund  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  General  Council,  out  of  which  snail  be  de¬ 
frayed  the  expenses  of  the  Delegates  to  its  Conventions,  the 
printing  of  the  Minutes,  &c.,  the  Synods  connected  therewith  be 
requested  to  send  up  at  least  one  dollar  for  every  one  hundred 
members  belonging  thereto. 

Resolved ,  That  the  District  Synods  be  requested  to  transfer  at 
least  one-fifth  (i)  of  all  their  funds  collected  for  Home  Missions 
and  Church  Extension,  to  the  Treasury  of  the  General  Council,  to 
be  expended  by  its  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions,  in 'the 
furtherance  of  the  objects  specified. 


36 


Time  for  Doctrinal  Discussions. 

Resolved ,  That  after  the  organization  of  the  Convention,  the 
First  and  Second  Morning  Sessions  be  spent  in  doctrinal  discus¬ 
sion. 

Dr.  Krauth  to  prepare  Theses  for  next  Convention. 

Resolved ,  That  “Justification  by  Faith  ”  be  the  subject  for  con¬ 
sideration;  that  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  be  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  Theses  on  this  subject,  and  that  these  Theses  be  published  in 
our  Church  papers  previous  to  the  assembling  of  the  next  Conven¬ 
tion. 

Publication  of  Lutheran  Tracts. 

Since  so  many,  not  only  among  the  people  generally  in  this  land, 
but  also  in  our  own  households,  do  not  understand  the  doctrinal 
position  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Lutheran  Book  Store,  807  Vine  street,  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  be  requested  to  issue  suitable  tracts,  especially  in  regard 
to  doctrines  which  have  been  misrepresented  or  misunderstood. 

Resolved ,  That  the  General  Council  will  assist  in  their  prepara¬ 
tion  and  wide  diffusion. 

Representation  at  Leipzig ,  A.  D.  1870. 

Resolved ,  That  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  be  appointed  the  Del¬ 
egate  of  this  Body  in  the  General  Lutheran  Conference  to  con¬ 
vene  in  the  city  of  Leipzig,  June,  A.  D.  1870,  and  that  Rev.  Prof.  S. 
Fritschel  be  requested  to  present  the  interests  of  this  Body  at  the 
same  Conference. 


Committee 


On  Nomination  of  Seminary  Commission 


Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.? 
“  Erl.  Carlson, 

“  0.  J.  Hatlestad, 

“  F.  Richards, 

“  S.  Liese, 

“  J.  H.  Sieker, 


reported  : 

Consul  P.  L.  Hawkinson, 
Lewis  Newton, 

H.  J.  Rudisill, 

Paul  Anderson, 

G.  H.  Pieckmann, 

A.  A.  Clove. 


The  report  was  adopted. 

Adjourned,  Rev.  Prof.  G.  Fritschel  leading  the  devotional  ser¬ 


vices. 
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Fourteenth  Session. 

2  P.  M.,  Nov.  10,  A.  D.  1869. 

Council  assembled.  Rev.  Prof  T.  N.  Hasselquist  offered  prayer 
in  the  Swedish  language. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  consideration  of  the  paper  pending  at  the  clos£  of  the  A.  M. 
session  was  resumed,  and  finally  was  adopted,  as  follows  : 

Recommendations  as  to  Languages. 

Whereas,  1.  It  is  natural  and  proper  for  those  who  have  emigrated  to 
this  country  to  retain  and  love  the  language  of  their  Fatherland,  and  to 
wish  that  their  children  should  be  familiar  with  it ;  and 

Whereas,  2.  The  languages  of  the  Old  World,  most  used  by  our 
brethren  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  deserve  to  be  cherished  by 
them,  not  only  on  account  of  the  associations  of  home  and  kindred,  and 
their  general  literary  value,  but  especially  because  the  greatest  treasures 
of  our  Evangelical  Lutherau  literature  and  church  life  are  made  accessible 
by  them  •  and 

Whereas,  3.  It  is  equally  evident  that  those  who  have  made  this 
their  adopted  country,  owe  it  to  the  country,  to  themselves  and  to  their 
children,  as  soon  as  possible  to  familiarize  themselves  with  the  English 
language,  which,  notwithstanding  the  very  large  foreign  population — 
constituting  a  majority  in  certain  portions  of  the  country — is,  and  will  be 
the  language  of  the  country,  the  language  of  business,  of  current  litera¬ 
ture,  of  legislation  and  of  the  courts  ;  and 

Whereas,  4.  The  history  of  our  Church  in  this  country  proves,  beyond 
cavil,  that  an  exclusive  regard  to  the  lan^uasre  of  the  Fatherland,  and 
a  neglect  of  the  dominant  language  of  the  country,  has  greatly  injured 
our  Church,  not  only  by  alienating  many  of  our  own  household  of  faith, 
who  no  longer  understood  the  language  of  their  fathers,  but  also  by  keep¬ 
ing  the  great  mass  of  the  English-speaking  population  ignorant  of  us; 

Therefore,  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  America,  would  most  earnestly  entreat  all  the  Churches  connected  with 
it,  to  give  the  most  serious  consideration  to  the  following  recommendations 
and  suggestions  : 

1.  It  is  the  solemn  duty  of  the  General  Council,  of  the  District  Synods, 
of  the  Conferences,  and  of  all  Pastors,  Church  Officers  and  Congregations, 
to  make  provision  for  public  worship  in  the  languages  of  the  Fatherland, 
as  long  as  these  languages  shall  be  used  and  preferred  by  even  a  very 
small  number  of  members  of  any  congregation. 
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2.  It  is  highly  commendable  in  any  German  or  Scandinavian  congre¬ 
gation  (or  whatever  the  nationality  may  be)  to  train  up  the  children  of 
the  congregation  in  the  knowledge  of  the  languages,  as  well  as  of  the  faith 
of  the  fathers. 

3.  It  should  he  remembered  by  all  such  congregations,  that  notwith¬ 
standing  the  ample  provision,  in  the  services  of  the  sanctuary,  the  paro¬ 
chial  school,  and  home  influence,  the  language  of  the  country  will  sooner 
or  later  make  itself  felt  so  powerfully,  that  the  second  or  third  genera¬ 
tion  of  their  descendants  will  be  more  familiar  with  the  English  language 
than  with  that  of  their  fathers. 

4.  It  will  be  found  that  even  now  the  children  and  young  people,  in 
such  congregations,  in  many  instances,  owing  to  eoustaut  intercourse  with 
the  English  community,  understand  the  language  of  the  latter  better  than 
that  of  their  parents. 

5:  In  every  community,  our  people  are  surrounded  by  other  denomina¬ 
tions,  and  our  young  people  are  easily  attracted  to  their  services  by  vari¬ 
ous  considerations,  such  as  companionship,  greater  familiarity  v  ith  the 
language,  and  the  like,  especially  if  their  own  church  does  not  offer  them 
an  opportunity  to  worship  in  the  language  which  is  most  familiar. 

6.  We  therefore  regard  if  as  a  most  solemn  duty,  and  a  matter  of  vital 
importance  for  all  our  German  and  Scandinavian  congregations,  to  take 
such  steps  as  will,  under  God,  prevent  such  losses  in  future,  and  serve  to 
retain  our  risine;  generation  within  our  own  bounds. 

7.  We  beg  them  to  consider,  that  as  Evangelical  Lutherans,  our  first 
aim  and  effort  should  be  to  keep  our  children  true  to  the  faith  of  our 
fathers,  no  matter  what  language  is  used  ;  and  that  it  is  just  as  possible  to 
hold  the  Lutheran  faith  and  observe  Lutheran  usages  iu  the  English 
language  as  in  the  German,  or  any  other. 

8.  Unless  ample  provision  for  services  in  the  English  language  be  made 
in  the  mother  congregation  itself  (as  proposed  by  some  of  the  Swedish 
Churches),  the  Pastors  and  people  of  our  German  and  Scandinavian 
Churches  should  cheerfully  and  conscientiously  promote  the  transfer,  into 
Englidi  Evangelical  Lutheran  Churches,  of  all  those  who  do  not  under¬ 
stand  the  preaching  of  the  Word  of  God  in  the  language  of  their  fathers. 

9.  Where  there  is  no  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  the  exist¬ 
ing  churches  should  do  the  best  they  can  to  provide  temporarily  for  the 
wants  of  those  who  prefer  the  English  language,  by  providing  an  occa¬ 
sional  English  service;  by  making  provision  for  it  in  some  departments 
of  the  Sunday  School,  and  by  taking  or  encouraging  the  necessary  steps, 
as  soon  as  possible,  for  the  establishment  of  English  Mission  Sunday 
Schools  and  Churches. 
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10.  It  is  recommended  to  all  our  Pastors  and  Churches  to  pray  and  to 
labor  together  in  the  unity  of  our  common  Lutheran  faith,  and  to  suffer 
no  distinctions  of  language  to  interfere  'with  the  great  work  which  God 
has  assigned  to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  this  country. 

Music  for  the  English  Church  Book . 

Resolved.  That  the  Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  ILasselquist  and  Rev.  A. 
Spaeth  with  the  English  Church  Rook  Comm.ttee,  constitute  a 
Committee  to  select  music  for  the  English  Church  Book. 

Sunday  School  Literature. 

The  following  paper  on  this  subject  was  adopted: 

In  view  of  the  lack  of  a  Sunday  School  Literature  at  once  true  to  our 
Church  and  her  history,  and  profitable  for  our  youth, 

Resolved ,  1.  That  our  Pastors  and  Laymen  be  urged  to  give  earnest  at¬ 
tention  to  this  great  want,  and  prepare  with  all  diligence  suitable  books 
for  our  Sunday  Schools. 

Resolved ',  2.  That  the  scholars  of  our  Sunday  Schools  be  especially 
asked  to  take  part  in  the  publication  of  S.  S.  Books,  by  collecting  and  con¬ 
tributing  funds  to  be  used  in  printing  such  books. 

Resolved ,  3.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  examine  S.  S.  Books 
now  published,  and  report  such  as  could  be  properly  recommended  to  our 
Schools,  and  also  to  make  inquiry  whether  special  editions  of  books  to 
suit  our  wants,  cannot  be  secured. 

The  Committee  contemplated  in  the  last  resolution  wTas  constitu¬ 
ted  as  follows: 

Rev.  II.  W.  Roth,  Rev.  J.  L.  Stirewalt,  Rev.  J.  II.  Sieker, 

Mr.  T.  L.  Schrack,  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst,  Rev.  G.  W.  Drees, 

Rev.  J.  Fry,  Rev.  F.  C.  XT.  Lampe,  Rev.  A.  Spaeth. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Kunkelman,  Rev.  Prof.  G.  FritscheF 

Full  Delegations  from  the  District  Synods. 

Resolved ,  That  the  District  Synods  be  respectfully  requested 
to  see  to  it,  that  they  have  a  full  delegation  in  attendance  from 
the  opening  to  the  close  of  the  Conventions  of  the  General 
Council. 

The  Committee 

On  the  Minnesota  Memorial 

reported  : 

Resolved ,  That  with  the  expressed  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
Delegate  of  the  Minnesota  Synod,  the  discussion  of  the  questions 
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submitted,  be  continued  over  to  the  next  Convention  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  was  consequently  deferred. 

The  Committee 

On  31inutes  of  Synods 

reported  : 

Minutes  of  the  following  Synods  were  given  into  the  hands  of  your 
Committee  for  examination  :  The  Synods  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
English  District  of  Ohio,  English  Synod  of  Onio,  Pittsburgh,  Illinois, 
Texas,  Iowa,  Michigan,  Canada,  Augustaua  and  Minnesota.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  have  found  the  following  points  claiming  the  attention  of  the 
Council  : 

1.  The  Synod  of  Texas  has  regularly  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the 
General  Council,  and  gratefully  rejoices  in  the  opportunity  of  being  con¬ 
nected  wTith  this  body,  whose  doctrinal  position  is  true  to  the  faith  of  the 
Church. 

This  Synod  regrets,  however,  that  being  so  far  distant,  it  is  not  able  to 
send  a  delegate  to  the  Council  this  year. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  Council  reciprocate  the  friendly 
feelings  of  the  Texas  Synod,  and  that  the  excuse  asked  for  be  granted. 

2.  The  Minnesota  Synod  thankfully  acknowledges  the  support  for  its 
Missionaries,  received  from  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania  through  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  also  gave  some  instructions  to  its  delegate.  President  Sieker,  which 
have  already  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  this  Body. 

The  Synods  of  New  York,  Iowa  and  Michigan  have  directed  their 
special  attention  to  the  education  of  Christian  teachers  for  parochial 
Schools,  and  the  Committee  recommended  that  the  General  Council  also 
take  this  subject  into  serious  consideration. 

4.  The  Committee  is  pleased  to  notice  that  most  of  the  Synods  in  con¬ 
nection  with  this  body  spend  some  time  during  their  Annual  Conventions 
in  the  discussion  of  important  doctrinal  questions,  and  that  all  the  Synods 
show  an  increased  activity  in  the  education  of  Ministers,  and  in  the  cause 
of  missions.  But  the  harvest  is  still  very  great,  and  the  laborers  en¬ 
tirely  too  few. 

5.  The  number  of  Ministers,  Congregations  and  Communicants  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  General  Council,  is  as  follows  :  (See  Table,  last  page.) 

Respectfully, 

S.  K.  Brobst, 

G.  W.  Drees, 

J.  Fishburn, 

Report  received.  0.  J.  IIatlestad, 


R,  Knoll, 

F.  C.  H.  Lampe, 
•J.  L.  Stir e walt, 

S.  Klingman. 
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Next  Convention 

Resolved ,  That  Thursday,  Nov.  3d,  A.  D.  1870,  be  the  time, 
and  St.  Peter’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  Lancaster,  Fairfield 
county,  Ohio,  be  the  place  of  the  next  Convention  of  the  General 
Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 


Thanks. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  return  to  the 
Pastors,  Congregations  and  Christian  friends  who  have  entertained 
this  Body,  the  sincere  thanks  of  the  members  of  the  General 
Council. 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  returned  to  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Chicago  Press,  for  the  favors  conferred  upon  the 
General  Council  by  their  full  reports  of  its  proceedings. 

Resolved ,  That  the  General  Council  hereby  express  its  high  ap¬ 
preciation  of  the  services  of  L.  L.  Houpt,  Esq.,  and  the  kind¬ 
ness  bestowed  by  the  Penn’a.  Rail  Road,  the  Pittsburgh,  Ft. 
Wayne  k  Chicago  Railway,  and  Western  Rail  Roads  favoring  its 
delegates. 

Commendation  of  Sivedish  Immanuel' s  Church. 

Resolved ,  That  the  peculiar  and  necessitous  condition  of  the 
Swedish  Immanuel’s  Church,  Rev.  Erl.  Carlson,  Pastor,  commends 
itself  to  the  earnest  sympathy  of  the  General  Council,  and  it  is 
hereby  commended  to  the  Congregations  as  worthy  of  their  liberal 
assistance. 

Closing  Exercises. 

Ein  Eeste  Berg  was  sung,  and  at  6  P.  M.,  with  usual  devotional 
services,  the  Convention  adjourned. 

H.  W.  ROTH, 

English  Secretary  of  the  General  Council 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 
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Religious  Services 

Were  held  in  different  Churches  during  the  Convention  of  the  Council. 

Immanuels  Church  ( Swedish ). 

Thursday  A.  M.,  Nov.  4. — The  Holy  Communion  was  celebrated  after 
an  address  by  Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist  in  Swedish,  Rev.  G.  A.  Wen¬ 
zel  in  German,  and  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  in  English. 

Thursday  evening. — Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  P.  Lord’s  Day  A.  M., 
the  new  church  dedicated  after  sermon  by  Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hassel¬ 
quist  in  Swedish,  and  G.  F.  Ivrotel,  D.  D.,  in  English.  J 

Lord’s  Day  P.  M. — Meeting  of  the  Swedish,  Norwegian  and  English 
Lutheran  Sunday  Schools.  Addresses  in  English  by  Rev.  C.  P. 
Krauth,  D.  D.,  and  H.  W.  Roth,  and  in  Swedish  by  Rev.  P.  Peters. 
Lord’s  Day  evening. — Rev.  J,  A.  Seiss,  D.  D. 

J&€§“*There  were  other  Swedish  services  in  this  church,  but  the  Secre¬ 
tary  has  not  been  able  to  secure  a  list. 

Immanuel's  Church  (Old). 

Wednesday  evening — Rev.  Prof.  S.  L.  Harkey,  English. 

Lord’s  Day,  3  P.  M.— Rev  Prof.  S.  Fritschel,  German. 

Church  of  Mercy  ( English ). 

Friday  evening— Rev.  F.  C.  II.  Lampe. 

Lord’s  Day,  9  A.  M. — Sunday  School  meeting  and  addresses. 

Lord’s  Day,  A.  M. — Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D. 

Lord’s  Day,  evening — Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D. 

Erie  Street  Chapel  ( Norwegian ). 

Lord’s  Day,  A.  M. — Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker. 

Trinity  Church  ( Norwegian ). 

Lord’s  Day,  evening — Rev.  E.  Belfour. 

North  Presbyterian  Church  (0.  S.). 

Lord’s  Day,  evening — Rev.  S.  Laird. 

Westminster  Church  (N.  S.). 

Lord’s  Day,  evening — Rev  Prof.  II.  E.  Jacobs. 

Crace  31.  E.  Church. 

Lord’s  Day,  evening— Rev.  J.  A.  Kunkelman. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

Thomas  H.  Lane,  in  account  with  Home  Mission  Fund  of  General 
Council  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  iu  America. 


1868. 

Dec.  3.  To  cash  received  from  PemPa.  Synod, . ...$400  00 

Nov.  To  cash  proceeds  of  collections  taken  during 

session  of  Gen.  Council  at  Pittsburgh .  293  33 

1869. 

Aug.  6.  To  cash  received  from  Penn’a.  Synod . 600  00 


Oct.  To  cash  received  from  F.  Mortimer  Lewis,  per 

hands  of  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D . 100  00  $1,393  33 

Cr. 

By  cash  paid  W.  S.  Haven  for  blank  books, 

&c, . $21  10 

By  cash  to  G.  W.  Johnston  &  Co.  for  copy¬ 
ing  press,  .  13  00 

By  cash  paid  Rev.  J.  H.  Sieker  for  “  Min¬ 
nesota  Synod, ” . 300  00 

By  cash  paid  to  Rev  J.  L.  Stirewalt,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  Indian  Mission . . .  125  00 

By  cash  paid  to  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant  for 

travelling  expenses, .  17  00 

By  cash  paid  to  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant  for 

travelling  expenses, . 10  Of) 

By  cash  paid  Rev.  J.  L.  Stirewalt  for  travel¬ 
ling  expenses, .  13  71 

By  cash  paid  Rev.  J.  H.  Sieker  for  11  Min¬ 
nesota  Synod,” . 100  00 

By  cash  paid  to  IP.  Vandersmissen,  Canada 

Synod . 200  00 

Oct  30.  Balance  cash  in  Treasury . 593  52  $1,393  33 


1869. 
Jan.  22. 

Feb.  24. 

Mar.  29. 

July  22. 

July  26. 

Sept.  15. 

Sept.  15. 

Sept.  24. 

Oct.  13. 


Pittsburgh,  Oct.  30,  1869. 


MINUTES 


OF  THE 

Fourth  Convention 


OF  THE 

General  Council 


OF  THE 


HELD  IK 


St.  Peter’s  Church,  Lancaster50»?  Nov.  3  to  9,  A.D.  1870. 


PITTSBURGH/ 

Printed  dy  Bakewell  &  Marthens,  No.  71  Grant  Street* 

1  8  7  0. 


MINUTES. 


The  Fourth  Convention  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  was  held  in  St.  Peter’s  Church, 
Lancaster,  Ohio,  Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling,  Pastor. 

At  10  o’clock  A.  M.,  Thursday,  Nov.  3d,  A.  D.  1870,  the 
Convention  was  opened  with  the  Morning  Service.  Rev.  C.  W. 
Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  preached  the  sermon  from  Psalm  27  :  4,  5,  and 
Rev.  A.  Spaeth  delivered  a  communion  address  from  St.  John  13  : 
12-15,  after  which  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  admin¬ 
istered  to  the  delegates,  together  with  the  visiting  clergymen  and 
members  of  the  congregation. 


First  Session. 

St.  Peter’s  Church,  Lancaster,  0., 
Thursday,  Nov.  3d,  2J  P.  M.,  A.  D.  1870. 

The  Council  having  assembled,  the  President,  Rev.  G.  F.  Kro~ 
tel,  D.  D.,  opened  the  business  sessions  with  the  liturgical  service 
appointed  for  such  occasions. 

The  roll  of  Synods  was  called,  and  certificates  presented,  showing 
the  appointment  of  the  following  delegates : 
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Register, 


I,  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and 

Adjacent  States. 

Organized ,  Trinity  Sunday ,  1748. 


MINISTERS. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D., 
“  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 

“  A.  Spaeth, 

“  E.  Greenwald,  D.  D.. 
J.  Fry, 

“  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D., 

“  S.  K.  Brobst. 


LAYMEN. 

L.  L.  Houpt, 

H.  Lehman, 

S.  Gross  Fry, 

H.  L.  Mattes, 

Paul  P.  Keller, 

T.  L.  Schrack, 

L.  K.  Stein,  M.  D. 


II,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  New  York  and  Adjacent 

States  and  Counties. 


Organized ,  1787. 

Rev.  G.  F.  Ivrotel,  D.  D., 

“  G.  Vorberg, 

“  R.  Neumann, 

“  R.  Hill. 


Peter  P.  Keller, 
C.  Stegman, 

A.  Ahrheidt, 

G.  0.  Wagner. 


Ill,  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Organized ,  Trinity  Sunday ,  1836. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Roof.  P.  Kennedy,  M.  I). 

IV.  Pittsburgh  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Organized ,  January  15,  1845. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  C.  A.  Steck, 

“  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  S.  Mowl. 

“  S.  Laird, 

“  H.  W.  Roth, 

“  D.  M.  Kemerer. 


V.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Texas. 

Organized ,  November  8,  1851. 

Rev.  R.  Jaeggli,  a.  e. 

a.  e.f  Absent  and  excused* 
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VI.  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  District  Synod  of  Ohio  and  Adjacent 

States. 


Rev.  Gr.  W.  Mechling 
“  J.  L.  Stirewalt, 

“  E.  Smith. 


Organized ,  August ,  1857. 


O.  a.  Beck,  M.  D. 
J.  Bowman, 

P.  Rumbaugh. 


VII.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Michigan  and  other  States. 

Organized ,  1858. 


Rev.  S.  Klingman. 


VIII,  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Augustana  Synod  (Swedish.) 

Organized ,  Jane  5,  I860. 

Rev.  Jonas  Swenson,  J.  Engberg, 

“  Prof.  T.  N.  flasselquist,  Gr.  Johnson. 

“  Erl.  Carlson, 

“  Prof.  A.  J.  Lindstrom. 

IX.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Minnesota  and  Adjacent  States. 

Organized ,  November ,  1860. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Sieker. 


X.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Canada. 

Organized  July ,  1861. 

Rev.  J.  Fishburn,  H.  Vandcrsmissen. 

u  J.  A.  Hengerer. 

XI,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Illinois  and  Adjacent  States. 

Organized ,  August  24,  1867. 

Rev.  R.  Knoll, 
u  F.  Herold, 

“  H.  Boetticher. 


WITH  PRIVILEGE  OF  DEBATE. 


I.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa. 

Organized ,  1854. 
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List  of  Lutheran  Ministers  present  whose  names  were  given  to  the 

Secretaries. 


Rev.  J.K. Plitt, 
u  J.  P.  Hentz, 

“  M.  C.  Horine, 

“  J.  Weber, 

“  G.  W.  Busby, 

“  W.  M.  Hering, 

“  G.  W.  Drees, 

“  J.  Wesner, 

Rev.  A.  S. 


Rev.  A.  N.  Bartholomew, 
“  J.  M.  Manning, 

Cl  J.  B.  Rath, 

“  M.  J.  Stirewalt, 

“  C.  Albrecht, 

“  C.  0.  Lindall, 

“  J.  H.  Smith, 

“  H.  Liesmann, 
Bartholomew. 


The  President  read  the  following  report: 

Report  offered  by  the  President. 

Beloved  Bkethken  : 

A  little  more  than  four  years  ago  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  “  the  oldest  of  the  Lutheran  Synods  in  the  United  States,” 
issued  a  fraternal  address  to  all  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods, 
ministers  and  congregations  in  the  United  States  and  Canadas, 
which  confess  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,  inviting  them 
to  unite  in  a  convention  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  union  of  Lu¬ 
theran  Synods.  Representatives  of  thirteen  Synods  responded  to 
this  appeal,  and  met  in  convention  in  the  city  of  Reading,  in  De¬ 
cember,  1866.  Anxious  to  lay  a  good  foundation,  they  devoted 
days  to  the  careful  and  prayerful  consideration  of  “  principles 
touching  the  faith  of  the  Church  and  its  polity,”  which  they  believed 
“to  be  fundamental  and  of  necessity  presupposed  in  any  genuine 
union  of  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods;”  and  the  history  of  our 
church  in  this  country  nowhere  presents  a  fuller  and  clearer  state¬ 
ment  of  the  faith  of  our  church  than  that  which  is  exhibited  in  the 
Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity ,  adopted  at 
Reading,  nor  any  ecclesiastical  assembly  that  displayed  a  clearer 
comprehension  and  more  cordial  love  of  that  faith.  Having  reached 
this  cordial  and  unanimous  understanding  in  regard  to  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles,  the  convention  believed  itself  providentially  con¬ 
strained  to  take  steps  to  effect  the  organization  of  a  general  body, 
and  instructed  its  committee,  charged  with  the  preparation  of  a 
constitution  to  be  submitted  to  the  District  Synods,  to  draft  an 
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“  article,  embodying  and  setting  forth  the  Doctrinal  Basis  of  such 
general  body,  in  accordance  with  the  preliminary  principles  already 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  convention/’ 

Instead  of  preparing  a  new  article,  the  committee  incorporated 
the  “  Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity,”  as  the 
clearest  and  best  statement  of  the  doctrinal  basis  of  the  new  organ¬ 
ization,  and  their  judgment  was  approved  by  the  District  Synods; 
and  the  General  Council,  as  subsequently  organized,  not  only  re¬ 
quires  all  Synods  seeking  admission  to  ratify  its  constitution  and 
these  Fundamental  Principles,  but  solemnly  declares,  in  the  clos¬ 
ing  words  of  its  constitution,  “The  Fundamental  Articles  of  Faith 
and  Church  Polity  shall  not  be  changed.”  Thus  deliberately, clearly, 
unequivocally,  finally,  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  did  the  General 
Council  plant  itself  on  the  firm  foundation  of  our  fathers. 

But  notwithstanding  this  clear  and  positive  utterance,  there  were 
those  who  were  unwilling  to  be  satisfied  with  it,  until  the  General 
Council  had  declared  itself  satisfactorily  in  regard  to  doctrines  and 
practices  which  were  alleged  to  exist  in  some  Synods,  “  despite  the 
reception  of  the  Confession  or  Doctrinal  Basis.”  Such  a  declara¬ 
tion  was  asked  at  the  meeting  in  which  the  General  Council  was  or¬ 
ganized,  and  as  that  body  declared  itself  “  not  prepared  to  endorse 
the  declarations  ”  of  some  who  had  been  associated  with  it  in  the 
consideration  and  adoption  of  the  Fundamental  Principles,  and  re¬ 
ferred  the  matter  to  the  District  Synods,  “  until  such  time  as  by 
the  blessing  of  God’s  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  leadings  of  His  Provi¬ 
dence,  we  shall  be  enabled  throughout  the  whole  General  Coun¬ 
cil  and  ail  its  churches,  to  see  eye  to  eye  in  all  the  details  of  prac¬ 
tice  and  usage,”  several  Synods  declined  to  become  members  of 
this  body. 

From  that  time  the  fidelity  of  the  General  Council  to  the  faith 
of  the  church  was  questioned  by  many,  although  it  was  evident  to 
every  candid  observer  that  its  ministers  and  congregations  were 
faithfully  striving  to  be  true  to  that  faith,  in  the  ministrations  of 
the  sanctuary,  and  in  daily  life.  Although  the  beneficent  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  General  Council  was  felt  in  wide  circles,  especially  in 
our  English  congregations,  which  were  established  more  firmly  in 
the  good  old  ways  of  the  fathers,  many  refused  to  give  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  any  credit  for  honest  Lutheranism,  because  it  failed  to 
express  itself  in  a  few  points  in  accordance  with  their  earnest  and 
honest  convictions. 
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At  the  Convention  at  Pittsburgh,  two  years  ago,  this  body  de¬ 
voted  much  of  its  time  and  all  its  earnestness  to  these  points  of  dif¬ 
ference,  and  endeavored  to  express,  in  the  clearest  manner  possible? 
the  ground  it  intended  to  occupy.  This  declaration  resulted  in  the 
withdrawal  of  one  Synod,  and  led  several  others  to  ask  a  more 
definite  and  satisfactory  declaration.  A  year  ago  the  General 
Council  was  formally  requested  to  give  such  an  explanation,  and 
want  of  time  alone  prevented  it  from  being  given. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  task  of  the  present  Convention  will 
be  to  give  this  answer.  The  General  Council  was  anxious,  from 
the  very  beginning,  to  give  no  uncertain  sound,  and  to  be  clearly 
and  fully  understood.  If  it  has  failed  in  this  endeavor,  it  was  not 
owing  to  any  want  of  earnestness  on  its  part,  or  to  any  disposition 
to  employ  ambiguous  terms. 

Most  of  those  who  stand  aloof  from  us  admit  that  we  have  spo¬ 
ken  plainly  enough,  so  plainly  indeed,  that  on  the  one  side  we*are 
pronounced  unfaithful  to  our  Lutheran  confession,  while  on  the 
other  hand  our  declarations  are  looked  upon  as  an  ultra  Lu¬ 
theranism  intolerable  in  this  land  and  day.  But  there  are  others, 
within  and  without,  who  profess  to  be  in  doubt,  and  call  for  such  a 
declaration  of  our  understanding  of  points  of  difference,  that  our 
position  shall  be  entirely  unmistakable.  Although  the  General 
Council  has  tried  to  do  this  before,  let  it  make  another  and  final 
effort,  so  that  all  may  know  where  it  stands.  The  General  Council 
is  not  asked  to  make  a  creed;  for  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  i 
of  which  it  professes  to  be  a  part,  has  had  an  acknowledged  creed 
for  more  than  three  hundred  years. 

When  the  General  Council  was  called  into  being,  it  simply  en¬ 
deavored  to  set  forth  its  relation  to  the  old  and  well  known  Luther¬ 
an  faith,  and  planted  itself  squarely  on  the  old  foundation.  It 
knew  at  the  time  of  its  organization  that  much  remained  to  be  done 
to  make  this  faith  a  living  power  in  every  congregation  and  indi¬ 
vidual.  It  remembered  that  the  Gospel  itself,  in  the  earliest  days 
of  the  Church,  did  not  immediately  bring  about  perfect  unity  “  in 
all  the  details  of  practice  and  usage”  among  believers,  and  that 
great  changes  were  wrought  in  the  Christian  Church,  and  through 
its  influence,  in  the  world,  by  the  gradual  but  sure  leavening  power 
of  the  truth.  It  believed  that  the  free  and  full  confession  of  the 
faith  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  made  by  so  many  Sy- 
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nods,  was  a  striking  evidence  of  that  “  unity  of  the  Spirit, ’’which  we 
are  to  endeavor  to  keep  “  in  the  bond  of  peace,”  and  hoped  that 
the  time  would  come*when  all  would  be  “  perfectly  joined  together 
in  the  same  mind  and  in  the  same  judgment,”  in  those  points  in 
regard  to  which  there  is  a  difference  among  those  who  profess  to 
be  sincerely  devoted  to  the  faith  of  our  fathers. 

If  it  is  possible  for  the  General  Council  to  define  its  position 
more  precisely  than  it  has  done,  it  will  do  so  honestly  and  in 
the  fear  of  God,  and  without  respect  of  persons. 

It  becomes  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the  death  of 
Charles  F.  Norton,  Esq.,  late  Treasurer  of  the  General  Council* 
As  a  prominent  member  of  the  delegation  of  the  Synod  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  he  attended  all  our  conventions  from  that  of  Reading  to 
the  one  in  Chicago,  and  it  is  not  saying  too  much,  when  I  assert 
that  not  one  of  our  numerous  and  zealous  laymen  took  a  more 
lively  and  devoted  interest  in  the  establishment  and  progress  of  thig 
body,  than  our  lamented  brother.  He  will  be  missed,  not  only  in 
the  narrower  sphere  of  the  congregation  and  Synod  with  which  he 
was  more  immediately  connected,  but  in  the  conventions  and  work 
of  the  General  Council. 

And  now,  beloved  brethren,  may  you  be  filled  with  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  His  will  in  all  wisdom  and  spiritual  understanding,  that 
you  may  walk  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto  all  pleasing,  being  fruitful 
in  every  good  work,  and  increasing  in  the  knowledge  of  God. 
Amen.  G.  F.  Krotel. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  hold  an  election  for  officers* 
Rev.  R.  Hill,  and  P.  Kennedy,  M.  D.,  and  Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry, 
were  appointed  tellers. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Convention  meet  daily  at  9  A.  M.  and  1J 
P.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  11J  A.  M.  and  4J  P.  M. 

A  communication  from  Rev.  R.  Jaeggli,  President  of  the  Texas 
Synod,  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee. 

Resolved ,  That  Monday  evening  be  devoted  to  addresses  on  the 
subject  of  Education,  and  Tuesday  evening  to  addresses  on  the 
Mission  work. 

Resolved ,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan  for 
the  preservation  of  the  documents  and  papers  of  the  General 
Council. 
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The  tellers  announced  the  result  of  the  election,  as  follows : 

Rev.  A.  Spaeth,  -  -  Ger.  Rec.  Secretary . 

Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  D.  D.,  Eng.  Cor.  Secretary. 

Rev.  E.  Carlson,  -  -  Swedish  Cor.  Secretary. 

Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry,  -  Treasurer. 

There  being  no  choice  for  President  or  English  Recording  Sec¬ 
retary,  a  second  ballot  was  ordered,  which  resulted  in  the  election 
of 

Rev.  Charles  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  President. 

Rev.  Samuel  Laird,  English  Rec.  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Convention  were  referred  to  a  commit¬ 
tee. 

The  accounts  of  the  late  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  F.  Norton,  were 
presented  and  referred  to  the  following  committee : 

No.  1.  Messrs.  L.  L.  Houpt,  T.  L.  Schrack  and  C.  A.  Steck. 

The  minutes  of  the  District  Synods  were  handed  in. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  New  York  Immigrant  Mission  was  made  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  Friday  afternoon. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel. 


Second  Session. 


Friday,  Nov.  4,  9  A.  M. 

Opening  service  conducted  by  the  President,  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth, 
D.  D.  The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read,  corrected  and 
approved.  The  appointment  of  the  following  committees  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  President : 

No.  2.  On  the  Communication  from  the  President  of  the  Texas 
Synod:  Revs.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  S.  K.  Brobst,  and  G.  Vorberg. 

No.  3.  On  Minutes  of  last  Convention:  Revs.  J.  Fry,  Enoch 
Smith,  and  Prof.  A.  J.  Lindstrom. 

No.  4.  To  prepare  a  plan  for  the  preservatioyi  of  the  documents 
of  the  General  Council :  Revs.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D.,  H.  W.  Roth, 
and  Mr.  Peter  P.  Keller  and  Dr.  G.  G.  Beck. 

No.  5.  On  the  Report  offered  by  the  President :  Revs.  C.  W. 
Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  Prof.  T.  E.  Hasselquist,  J.  Fishburn,  and  Mr. 
H.  Lehman  and  Dr.  P.  Kennedy. 
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No.  6.  On  Minutes  of  District  Synods :  Revs.  R.  Hill,  J.  H. 
Sieker,  F.  Herold,  J.  Fishburn,  and  J.  Swenson. 

The  following  Theses  on  Justification ,  prepared  by  Rev.  C.  P. 
Kranth,  D.  D.,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  last  Conven¬ 
tion,  were  taken  up  for  discussion  : 

Theses  on  Justification. 

I.  “  Jesus  Christ,  true  God  and  true  man,  truly  suffered,  was  crucified, 
dead  and  buried,  that  he  might  reconcile  the  Father  unto  us,  and  be  a 
propitiation  not  only  for  original  sin,  but  for  all  other  sins  of  men.”  (Augs. 
Conf.  iff.  2,  3.) 

II.  “Men  cannot  be  justified,  or  obtain  forgiveness  of  sins  and  righteous¬ 
ness  before  God  by  their  own  powers,  merits,  works  or  satisfaction.” 
(Augs.  Conf.  iv.  1.) 

III.  “  We  are  justified,  obtain  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  become  righteous 
before  God,  freely  out  of  grace,  for  Christ’s  sake,  through  faith.”  (Aug. 
Conf.  iv.  1.) 

IV.  “  We  are  justified  through  faith  when  we  believe  that  Christ  hath 
suffered  for  us,  and  that  for  His  sake  we  are  received  into  God’s  favor, 
our  sins  forgiven,  and  righteousness  and  eternal  life  granted  unto  us.” 
(Aug.  Conf.  iv.  2.) 

V.  This  faith  God  will  and  doth  reckon  and  impute  for  righteousness 
before  him,  as  St.  Paul  saith  in  Romans  iii.  andiv.  (Aug.  Conf.  iv.  3  ) 

YI.  That  this  faith  may  be  obtained,  God  hath  instituted  the  ministry, 
and  hath  given  the  Gcspel  and  Sacraments,  that  through  them,  as 
instruments  and  means,  the  Holy  Ghost  may  be  given,  who  worketh  faith 
in  them  who  hear  the  Gospel,  wherein  is  taught  that  “not  for  the  sake  of 
our  merits,  but  for  Christ’s  sake,  God  is  gracious  unto  us,  and  justifies 
those  who  believe  that  they,  for  Christ’s  sake,  are  received  into  favor.’ 
(Aug.  Conf.  v.") 

VII.  Such  faith  as  justifieth  should  and  doth  bring  forth  good  fruits 
and  good  works, and  we  must  do  good  works  of  every  kind,  as  God  hath  com¬ 
manded  and  because  of  God’s  will.  (A.  C.  vi.  1.)  And  where  good 
works  follow  not,  there  is  the  faith  spurious.  (S.  A.  xiii.  4.) 

VIII.  Good  works  are  not  to  be  done  that  we  may  trust  in  them,  that 
through  them  we  can  merit  grace  or  justification  before  God.  (Aug. 
Conf.  vi.  1.) 

IX  This  is  the  ancient  doctrine  of  the  Christian  Church  that  God  hath 
ordained,  that  he  who  believeth  in  Christ  shall  be  saved,  without  works 
by  faith  alone,  freely  receiving  remission  of  sins.  (Aug.  Conf.  vi.  3.) 

X.  Justifying  faith  bringeth  forth  a  new  light,  life  and  power  in  the 
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heart  which  renews  the  understanding,  will  and  affections,  and  is  a  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost :  it  cannot  consist  with  mortal  sin,  but  as  long  as  it  is 
present  produces  good  fruits,  and  makes  the  regenerate  man  a  new 
creature.  (Apol.  Conf.  98.64.) 

XI.  “  Christ  is  truly  our  righteousness ,  neither  according  to  the  divine 
nature  alone ,  nor  according  to  the  human  nature  alone ,  but  the  whole 
Christ  according  to  both  natures,  in  that  sole  and  most  perfect  obedience 
of  His,  which  He,  both  God  and  man,  rendered  to  the  Father  even  unto 
death,  and  by  which  He  hath  merited  for  us  the  remission  of  all  our  sins, 
and  life  everlasting  ”  (Formula  Concordiae,  584.) 

XII.  “  The  righteousness  before  God  of  faith  is  this,  that  man  a  sinner 
before  God  is  justified,  that  is,  absolved  from  all  his  sins  and  from  the 
judgment  of  a  most  just  condemnation,  and  is  adopted  into  the  number  of 
God’s  sons  and  is  made  an  heir  of  eternal  life,  without  any  merit  or  wor¬ 
thless  on  our  part,  and  without  respect  to  any  works  of  ours,  preceding, 
attending  or  following,  out  of  pure  grace,  solely  on  account  of  the  alone 
merit,  most  perfect  obedienee,  most  bitter  sufferings,  death,  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whose  obedience  is  imputed  unto  us  for 
righteousness.”  (Formula  Concordiae,  674.) 

XIII.  ‘  Faith  alone  is  that  mean  and  instrument  whereby  we  lay  hold 
on  Christ  the  Saviour,  and  thereby  in  Christ  of  that  righteousness  which 
availeth  before  the  judgment  of  God,  since  for  Christ’s  sake  that  faith 
is  imputed  for  righteousness.  Rom.  4  :  5,  24.”  (Formula  Concordiae, 
584.) 

XI V.  “  This  justifying  faith  is  not  a  naked  knowledge  of  the  history  of 
Christ,  but  such  a  great  gift  of  God,  that  thereby  we  rightly  acknowledge 
Christ,  our  Redeemer  in  the  word  of  the  Gospel,  and  trust  in  Him,  to 
wit,  that  on  account  of  His  alone  obedience,  and  grace,  we  have  the  re¬ 
mission  of  our  sins,  are  accounted  holy  and  righteous  before  God  the 
Father,  and  obtain  eternal  salvation.”  (Form.  Con.  585.) 

XV.  “  This,  therefore,  is  a  special  faith  by  which  each  one  believeth 
that  his  own  sins  are  forgiven  for  Christ’s  sake.”  (Apolog.  Confes¬ 
sion,  68.) 

XVI.  “  Faith  does  not  justify  or  save,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  a  work 
in  itself  worthy ,  but  only  because  it  taketh  the  promised  mercy.”  We  are 
not  justified  for  the  sake  of  our  faith ,  but  for  Christ’s  sake  only  (Apolog 
Confession,  70.) 

XVII.  “  In  this  article,  by  usage  derived  from  courts  of  law,  to  justify 
signifieth  to  acquit  him  that  is  arraigned  and  pronounce  him  just,  and 
this  on  account  of  the  righteousness  of  another,  to  wit,  of  Christ.”  (Apo¬ 
log.  Confession,  125.)  (Prov.  17  :  15 ;  Isaiah  5  :  23;  Rom.  8  :  33.) 

XVIII.  “  Though  they  that  truly  believe  in  Christ  and  are  born  again 


are  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  infirmities  and  faults ,  yet  should  they  not 
doubt  either  of  that  righteousness  which  is  imputed  to  them  through 
faith,  nor  of  their  eternal  salvation,  but  rather  should  be  assured  that  for 
Christ’s  sake,  according  to  the  promise  and  the  immovable  word  of  the 
Gospel,  their  God  accepteth  them.”  (Formula  Concordiae.  585.) 

XIX.  1.  u  To  preserve  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  righteousness  of  faith 
before  God,  it  is  necessary  that  the  exclusive  ‘  particles  (by  which  the 
Apostle  Paul  absolstely  separates  the  merits  of  Christ  from  our  works, 
and  gives  the  glory  to  Christ  alone)  should  be  retained  with  all  diligence, 
as  when  Paul  writes  ;  1  By  grace]  i  freely ]  1  without  merits ]  1  without  the 
law]  i  without  works]  1  not  of  works.’  2.  All  which  are  summed  up 
in  this  :  That  by  faith  alone  in  Christ  we  are  justified  and  saved.”  (For¬ 
mula  Concordiae,  585.)  (See  Eph.  2  :  5,  9;  Rom.  35  24;  4:  6;  Gal. 
3  : 11.) 

XX.  1.  “  Although  the  contrition  that  goeth  before  and  new  obedience 

that  followeth  after  it,  pertain  not  to  the  article  of  justification  before  God, 
yet  no  such  justifying  faith  is  to  be  feigned  as  can  be  and  remain  togeth¬ 
er  with  an  evil  purpose,  to  wit,  of  sinning  and  acting  against  conscience.” 
(For  Con.,  586.)  2.  Wherefore  they  have  no  true  and  saving  faith  who 
are  without  contrition ;  and  who  purpose  to  go  on  and  persist  in  their 
sins.  3.  For  true  contrition  precedes  faith,  and  justifying  faith  is  in  them 
who  truly,  not  feignedly,  repent.”  (Form  Con.  688.)  4.  u After  a  man 

hath  been  justified  by  faith,  that  true  and  living  faith  worketh  by  love 
(Gal.  5  :  6),  and  good  works  always  follow  justifying- faith,  and  will  most 
surely  be  found  with  it.”  (For.  Con.  586.)  5.  uFaith  and  works  are 

inseparably  connected,  but  that  which  apprehendeth  the  blessing  is  faith 
alone  without  works,  and  yet  it  never  is  alone.”  (Luther,  quoted  in 
Formula  Concordia},  692.) 

XXI.  “  It  is  no  less  necessary,  that  men  shall  be  invited  and  exhorted 
to  live  righteously  and  piously,  and  to  this  end  to  do  good  works  and  be 
shown  how  necessary  it  is  that  they  should  exercise  themselves  in  good 
works  to  show  forth  their  faith  and  gratitude  toward  God,  than  it  is  ne¬ 
cessary  to  beware  that  good  works  be  not  mixed  up  in  the  matter  of 
justification.  For  men  can  no  less  incur  damnation  by  an  Epicurean  per¬ 
suasion  concerning  faith  than  by  a  Pharisaic  and  Papistical  trust  in  their 
own  works  and  merits.”  (Formula  Concordiae,  591.) 

XXII.  1.  “  When  James  (2 :  24)  sayeth  1  that  by  works  a  man  is 
justified,  and  not  by  faith  ouly,’  he  speaketh  of  works  which  follow  faith 
and  show  that  it  is  not  dead-  but  is  living  and  efficacious  in  the  heart. 
2.  He  meaneth  not,  therefore,  that  we,  by  good  works,  merit  remission  of 
sins  and  grace,  but  he  speaketh  of  the  works  of  them  that  are  justified 
who  are  already  reconciled,  accepted  and  partakers  in  the  remission  of 
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sins.  3.  Faith,  as  it  is  a  new  life,  of  necessity  brings  forth  new  emotions 
and  works.  4.  Wherefore  James  rightly  denies  that  we  are  justified  by 
such  a  faith  is  devoid  of  works.  5.  To  justify  here  signifieth  to  be 
pronounced  righteous,  for  they  certainly  are  pronounced  righteous  who 
have  faith  and  good  works.”  (Apolog.  Con.  pp.  108,  109.) 

XXIII.  1.  “  The  knowledge  of  this  faith  is  necessary  and  bringeth  most 
plenteous  consolation  in  all  afflictions,  and  showeth  to  us  the  office  of 
Christ.  2.  For  they  who  deny  that  men  are  justified  by  faith,  deny  that 
Christ  is  a  Mediator  and  Propitiator,  deny  the  promise  of  grace  and  the 
gospel,  and  touching  justification  teach  only  a  doctrine  of  reason  or  of  the 
law.”  (Apolog.  Confes.  141.) 

The  discussion  of  the  first  Thesis  occupied  the  morning  session. 
Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Sieker. 


Third  Session. 

Friday,  Nov.  4,  1|  P.  M. 

The  opening  liturgical  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.F.IIerold. 

The  roll  was  called  and  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Communication  from  the  Union  Synod  of  Indiana. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended  to  hear  communi¬ 
cation  from  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Henkel,  President  of  the  Union  Synod 
of  the  Ev.  Lutheran  Church  in  Indiana  ;  upon  which  the  following 
action  was  taken  : 

Resolved ,  1.  That  the  General  Council  has  heard  with  much  pleasure 
that  the  Union  Synod,  expressing  the  sentiments  of  its  congregations, has 
unanimously  ratified  the  Constitution  and  the  Fundamental  Principles  of 
Faith  and  Polity  of  this  body. 

2.  That  we  fully  concur  in  the  conclusion  reached  by  said  Synod,  to 
postpone  an  application  for  membership  in  the  General  Council,  until  an 
effort,  now  pending,  has  been  made  to  “  bring  about  a  consolidation  of  all 
the  elements  favorable  to  the  General  Council,”  in  the  State  of  Indiana 

3.  That  without  the  slightest  disposition  to  prescribe  to  the  brethren 
concerned,  we  deem  it  highly  desirable  that  all  pastors  and  congregations 
in  Indiana,  in  harmony  with  our  Constitution  and  Fundamental  Principles, 
should  be  united  in  one  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  for  Indiana,  to  be 
connected  with  the  General  Council,  believing  that  such  a  course  will 
greatly  promote  the  interests  of  our  Church  in  that  State. 
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The  order  of  business  appointed  for  the  afternoon  was  re¬ 
sumed,  when  the  following  report  was  presented  : 

Report  of  the,  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York 

Immigrant  Mission. 

The  General  Council,  at  its  convention  in  Chicago,  was  asked  to  assume 
the  control  of  the  Immigrant  Mission  at  New  York,  established  and  sus¬ 
tained  by  the  Ministeriums  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  and  there¬ 
upon  resolved,  '‘that  the  General  Council  accept  the  care  of  this  Mission, 
said  action  of  the  Council  being  subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Ministerium  of  both  Pennsylvania  and  New  York/'" 
The  General  Council  also  appointed  a  Board  of  Managers,  consisting  of 
six  clergymen  and  twelve  laymen,  to  have  the  supervision  and  control  of 
the  Mission,  with  full  authority  to  employ  and  discharge  Missionaries,  to 
reduce  all  the  affairs  and  accounts  of  the  Mission  to  a  well  regulated  sys¬ 
tem,  and  to  do  whatever  might  be  needed  for  the  efficient  management  of 
the  Mission.  The  transfer  having  been  ratified  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittees,  and  approved  by  the  Synods  themselves,  your  Board  requested 
the  Committee  that  had  managed  the  Mission  from  the  time  of  its  estab¬ 
lishment  to  submit  a  final  report,  and  to  transfer  the  books  and  papers,  as 
soon  as  they  were  able  to  bring  their  work  to  a  close.  Your  Board  met, 
for  the  first  time,  in  St.  Matthew’s  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  New 
York,  February  22d,  1870,  and  organized  by  the  election  of  Rev.  G.  F. 
Krotel,  President,  Mr.  W.  Ilauff,  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Frederick  Schack, 
Treasurer.  As  the  latter  declined,  Mr.  Koerner  was  elected  at  a  subse¬ 
quent  meeting.  The  former  committee  presented  a  report  as  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  condition  of  the  Mission,  and  your  Board  assumed  formal  control  of 
the  work.  Meetings  were  also  held  in  March,  April  and  May.  At  the 
very  beginning  your  Board  encountered  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
former  committee  was  obliged  to  contend,  and  the  removal  of  which  was 
expected  from  the  transfer  to  an  entirely  new  authority.  At  the  May 
meeting  your  Board,  having  fully  heard  the  two  Missionaries,  resolved  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  investigation,  consisting  of  gentlemen  not  members 
of  the  Board,  hoping  in  this  way  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  first  Mis 
sionary,  and  to  reach,  if  possible,  a  solution  of  the  difficulties;  but  as  all 
our  efforts  in  this  direction  failed  utterly,  your  Board  finally  resolved,  in 
June  last,  to  suffer  the  two  Missionaries  to  go  on  in  their  respective  fields 
of  labor,  as  they  had  done  heretofore,  until  the  whole  matter  could  be 
laid  before  the  General  Council  for  final  decision  and  adjustment.  At  a 
meeting  held  October  17th,  1870,  your  Board  adopted  this  report,  and  beg 

leave  to  present  the  following  statement  of  the  facts  and  difficulties,  as 

• 
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they  have  become  known  to  us.  In  1864  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania 
adopted  the  following  "esolulions  : 

Resolved ,  1.  That  fully  appreciating  the  importance  of  the  German 
Immigration  to  this  country,  we  view  the  establishment  of  the  Castle 
Garden  Immigrant  Mission,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  a  matter  of  great 
moment,  and  that  we  accord  to  it  our  warmest  sympathy. 

Resolved ,  2.  That  in  our  opinion  the  sphere  of  activity  of  the  Mission¬ 
ary  at  Castle  Garden  will,  in  the  main,  be  described  in  the  following 
items : 

X 

a.  He  will,  as  the  representative  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  this 
country,  offer  to  the  Immigrants  the  kindest  greetings  in  the  name  of  the 
Church,  and  he  will  remind  them  of  the  fact,  that  in  this  foreign  country, 
they  may  also  find  their  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  home. 

b.  He  will  assist  the  Immigrants,  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  with  Chris¬ 
tian  admonition,  consolation  and  advice,  and  he  will  endeavor  in  this  way 
to  make  himself  useful  to  them  and  secure  their  esteem. 

c.  He  will  hold  regular  religious  services  on  the  Lord’s  day,  and  on 
other  suitable  occasions,  in  some  suitable  place,  to  be  located  as  near  as 
possible  to  Castle  Garden. 

d.  He  will  distribute  useful  publications  amongst  the  Immigrants,  and 
he  ought  to  be  enabled  to  furnish  them  an  ecclesiastical  guide,  giving 
information  about  German  Lutheran  places  of  worship  in  New  York,  and 
in  many  other  important  places  in  our  land. 

e.  He  is  expected  not  only  to  report  his  experiences  to  the  committee 
with  which  he  will  be  officially  connected,  but  also  to  communicate  inter¬ 
esting  facts  from  the  field  of  his  labors  to  our  Church  papers. 

Resolved ,  3.  That  it  appears  desirable  that  a  special  committee  should 
be  appointed,  to  be  composed  jointly  of  members  of  the  New  York  and 
of  this  Ministerium,  under  whose  control  the  Missionary  would  stand,  and 
to  whom  he  would  directly  report  and  apply  for  advice  or  assistance. 

Resolved ,  4.  That  notice  of  the  establishment  of  this  Mission  and  its 
designs,  ought  to  be  given  in  the  Church  papers  of  Germany ;  also,  that 
Editors  of  similar  papers  in  this  country  ought  to  be  respectfully  requested 
to  give  information  in  their  respective  papers  of  the  establishment  of  this 
Mission. 

The  fifth  resolution  mentioned  the  name  of  a  person,  who,  however, 
did  not  become  the  Missionary.  The  sixth  fixed  the  salary.  The  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  committee,  and  the  general  direction  of  the  work  was 
left,  as  far  as  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  was  concerned,  to  its  Executive 
Committee. 

The  work  was  undertaken  by  the  Ministeriums  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Neumann  accepted  the  appointment  as 
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Missionary^  and  entered  upon  his  duties  in  the  beginning  of  May,  1865. 
The  two  Synods  agreed  to  contribute  a  certain  sum  towards  his  support, 
and  it  was  expected  that  his  communications  concerning  the  necessities 
and  progress  of  his  work,  furnished  to  the  Church  papers,  would  awaken 
such  interest  and  sympathy,  that  voluntary  contributions,  sufficient  to  de> 
fray  the  remaining  expenses  of  the  Mission,  might  reasonably  be  expected. 
These  expectations,  as  the  books  of  the  treasurer  prove,  were  not  disap¬ 
pointed.  In  Mr.  Neumann’s  report,  as  furnished  to  the  Synod  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  1865,  be  calls  attention  to  the  importance  of  having  what  he 
calls  a  “  Christliche  Herberge”  a  Christian  place  of  entertainment,  where 
the  Immigrants  might  be  lodged,  without  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
unscrupulous  lodging-house  keepers,  of  whose  shameful  conduct  he  gave 
numerous  specimens,  in  his  interesting  communications  to  the  papers.  He 
also  called  attention  to  the  want  of  an  “  Immigrant  Chapel.” 

In  1866,  the  committee  reported  to  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  “the 
labors  of  the  Missionary  have  been  such  as  to  overtask  his  strength,  and 
the  committee  have  been  compelled  to  determine  to  appoint  an  assistant.” 
In  1867,  the  same  committee  reported  “  a  number  of  efficient  business 
men,  members  of  our  Church,  and  living  in  the  city  of  New  York,  have 
become  actively  interested  and  engaged  in  this  Mission.  The  joint  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  two  Synods  have  already  received  important  aid  from  them, 
in  the  way  of  counsel  and  co-operation,  and  their  further  interest  may  be 
reckoned  upon  towards  promoting  the  usefulness  of  the  Mission.  In 
order  to  meet  the  growing  wants  of  this  benevolent  enterprise,  but 
especially  to  secure  the  establishment  of  a  Christian  hospice  for  emi¬ 
grants,  the  joint  committee  of  the  two  Synods  had  called  the  Rev.  Berke- 
meier,  of  Wheeling,  to  co-operate  with  Brother  Neumann  in  the  labors  of 
the  field.  Brother  Berkemeier  has  accepted  the  call,  and  expects  to  enter 
upon  his  duties  in  July  next.”  The  Rev.  Mr.  Berkemeier  removed  to 
New  York,  with  the  understaading  that  he  was  to  devote  his  time  and 
strength  to  the  collection  of  funds,  for  the  establishment  of  an  Emi¬ 
grant’s  Home,  or  “  Emigrantenhaus,”  such  as  the  committte  contemplated. 
The  joint  committee  agreed  to  pay  him  a  certain  salary,  and  it  was  after¬ 
wards  determined  that  it  should  be  paid  out  of  the  collections  made  by 
him.  The  financial  condition  of  the  city  of  New  York,  at  that  time,  ren¬ 
dered  it  unadvisable  for  Brother  Berkemeier  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  col¬ 
lecting  subscriptions  at  once,  and  he  spent  months  of  necessary  labor,  in 
securing  recommendations  from  prominent  persons,  and  in  drawing  up, 
in  connection  with  the  committee,  the  plan  or  constitution  by  which  the 
projected  home  should  be  governed.  It  was  finally  determined  that  he 
should  solicit  subscriptions,  which  were  to  be  paid  as  soon  as  Thirty  Thou¬ 
sand  Hollars  were  subscribed.  The  plan  of  the  home  contemplated  a 
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Christian  house  of  entertainment,  where  the  immigrants  A  Quid  be  lodged 
at  fair  rates,  enjoying  the  comforts  of  a  temporary  Christian  home,  and  the 
advantages  of  religious  instruction  and  comfort,  which  were  to  be  secured 
by  having  a  chapel  and  religious  services  in  connection  with  the  home* 
As  this  plan  shaped  itself,  the  other  missionary,  the  Rev.  R.  Neumann  felt  it 
his  duty  to  present  certain  difficulties  and  objections.  On  the  one  side  he 
claimed  that  the  establishment  of  such  a  house  with  such  a  chapel,  and  such 
a  religious  teacher,  would  interfere  with  the  terms  of  hi3  own  vocation ) 
for  he  had  been  called  to  the  ministerial  and  pastoral  work  of  the  mission. 
On  the  other  hand  he  stated,  as  the  result  of  his  experience  and  observa¬ 
tion  in  the  work  at  Castle  Garden,  that  the  establishment  of  such  a  home, 
inn,  or  boarding  house,  in  which  representatives  of  the  church  were  to 
entertain  emigrants  at  so  much  per  head,  would  not  only  seriously  inter¬ 
fere  with  his  own  work  at  Castle  Garden,  but  was  contrary  to  the  best  in¬ 
terests  of  the  church.  He  claimed  that,  although  he  had  originally 
favored  and  even  called  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  home,  the  state  of 
affairs  at  Castle  Garden,  which  had  led  him  to  make  such  a  demand  years 
ago,  had  so  completely  changed,  that  such  an  establishment  was  not  only 
unnecessary,  but  would  prove  injurious.  This  difference  of  views  and  aims 
soon  made  itself  felt,  not  only  in  the  committee,  but  among  the  friends  of 
the  missionaries  and  their  respective  fields  of  labor.  Efforts  were  made  to 
harmonize  the  views  and  operations  of  the  laborers,  but  without  success. 

Both  continued  at  their  posts,  but  the  want  of  harmony  greatly  inter¬ 
fered  with  the  work.  An  attempt  was  made  to  divide  the  work,  by  as¬ 
signing  the  care  of  Brother  Berkemeier’s  department  to  the  churches  of 
New  York,  but  such  a  transfer  was  deemed  impossible  in  the  end,  as 
both  Synods,  through  their  committees,  had  called  him  to  the  work,  and 
had  warmly  commended  it  to  the  church.  It  appeared  as  if  the  represent¬ 
atives  of  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  were  disposed  to  take  the  Rev.  R.  Neu¬ 
mann’s  view  of  the  case,  while  the  members  from  New  York,  especially 
the  committee  of  laymen,  looked  upon  Brother  Berkemeier’s  work  as  the 
only  hope  of  the  mission. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  was  hoped  that  a  transfer  of  the  whole 
woik  to  a  new  body  might  lead  to  a  solution  of  the  difficulty.  In  addition 
to  this,  it  was  felt  that  a  great  work  like  this,  in  which  the  whole  country 
is  interested,  should  not  be  left  in  the  hands  of  two  Synods,  but  should 
be  under  the  supervision  of  a  general  body,  like  the  General  Council. 
The  joint  committees,  therefore,  and  the  Synods  they  represented? 
cheerfully  consented  to  the  transfer,  and  this  body  promptly  accepted 
the  trust. 

When  your  Board  attempted  to  harmonize  conflicting  views,  it  was 
found  to  be  impossible.  The  Rev.  R.  Neumann  gave  us  to  understand 
that  he  could  and  would  not  continue  at  his  present  post,  if  the  Board 
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determined  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  establishing  an  Emigrant’s  Home. 
As  the  whole  work  at  Castle  Garden,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
mission  up  to  this  time,  has  been  carried  on  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Neu¬ 
mann,  with  much  success,  and  most  of  the  contributions  for  its  support 
had  been  sent  in,  in  answer  to  his  constant  appeals  through  the 
papers,  the  Board  did  not  feel  like  assuming  the  responsibility  of  dis¬ 
charging  him.  On  the  other  hand,  while  some  of  the  members  of  your 
Board  have  doubts  and  difficulties  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  the 
“  Emigrantenhaus,”  they  felt  that  Brother  Berkemeier  had  been  called 
to  this  work,  by  the  Synods,  through  their  joint  committee,  and  that  he 
had  labored  most  successfully,  and  with  the  greatest  self-denial.  He  has 
already  secured  subscriptions  amounting  to  $25,000. 

Your  Board  also  felt  their  hands  tied  by  a  want  of  means.  Brother 
Neumann’s  support  is  mainly  derived  from  the  voluntary  contributions 
solicited  by  his  pen,  and  these  barely  suffice.  Brother  Berkemeier’s  sub¬ 
scriptions  are  not  payable  until  $30,000  are  subscribed. 

As  two-thirds  of  the  Board  appointed  by  this  body  belonged  to  the 
former  Committee  entrusted  with  the  care  of  this  double  mission,  this 
also  was  made  an  objection  by  some,  and  we  now  come  before  you  with  the 
frank  confession  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  do  better,  and  with  the 
earnest  request  that  we  be  discharged,  and  that  the  General  Council  will 
take  such  action  as  may  redound  to  the  best  interests  of  a  work 
which  has  already  accomplished  much,  and  may  do  still  more,  not  only 
for  the  good  of  our  brethren,  who  land  upon  our  shores,  but  for  our 
Church  throughout  the  land. 

As  the  whole  mission,  including  the  two  missionaries,  the  Rev.  R. 
Neumann  and  the  Rev.  W.  Berkemeier,  and  their  respective  depart¬ 
ments,  has  been  transferred  to  the  care  of  the  General  Council,  it  will 
remain  for  this  body  to  determine  the  future  relations  of  the  two  parts 
of  the  work,  and  to  entrust  its  management,  either  to  the  Executive 
Committee  on  Home  Missions,  or  to  a  new  board  or  committee  appointed 
for  the  purpose. 

The  work  of  Mr.  Neumann  at  Castle  Garden,  for  the  last  five  years, 
is  well  known  to  the  whole  church,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  supported,  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  all  classes,  proves  that 
it  has  taken  a  stronghold  of  the  minds  and  hearts  of  thousands.  As 
long  as  immigration  lasts,  such  labors  will  be  indispensably  necessary. 

The  plan  of  an  Emigrant’s  Home,  for  which  the  Rev.  W.  Berke¬ 
meier  has  been  laboring  for  some  years,  is  equally  dear  to  many  others, 
and  the  success  which  has  crowned  his  unwearied  efforts,  as  well  as  the 
interest  manifested  up  to  the  present  moment,  make  it  equally  clenr  that, 
although  some  of  its  original  friends  and  advocates  may  have  changed 
their  minds  in  regard  to  its  necessity  and  feasibility,  this  project  is 
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regarded  bv  very  many  as  the  only  security  for  the  perpetuity  and  true 
efficiency  of  the  church’s  proper  work  among  the  thousands  that  land 
upon  our  shores.  A  final  decision,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Council, 
will  be  accepted  by  the  missionaries  and  the  church,  and  we  entertain  the 
hope  that  our  successors  will  be  able  to  manage  the  work,  to  the  satisfac¬ 
tion  of  all,  and  without  the  hindrances  and  perplexities  that  have  beset 
our  path. 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  we  have  also  published,  in  Dr. 
Luthardt’s  11  Allgemeine  Kii'dien  Zeitung  ”  a  correct  historical  statement 
of  what  has  been  done  by  the  Ministeriums  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York,  in  Immigrant  Mission  Work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  Hauff,  Secretary.  G.  F.  Krotel,  Chairman. 

The  report  was  received  and  with  the  accompanying  documents 
referred  to  the  following  Committee  :  (No.  7.)  Revs.  D.  M.  Kem- 
erer,  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist  and  J.  H.  Sieker,  and  Messrs.  Peter 
P.  Keller,  A.  Ahrheidt  and  H.  Yandersmissen. 

Committee  No.  1  presented  the  following 

Report  on  the  Accounts  of  the  Treasurer. 

To  the  General  Council  of  the  Eoangelical  Lutheran  Church  : 

The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  books  of  the  late  Treasurer,  Mr. 
Charles  F.  Norton,  deceased,  beg  to  report  that  we  have  examined  the 
same  and  find  them  correct. 

1.  They  show  a  balance  of  $21.00  in  the  Treasury  of  the  General  Fund, 
and  of  $414.75  in  the  Foreign  Mission  Fund. 

2.  There  is  a  balance  of  $297.95  still  due  for  printing  the  Minutes  of 
the  previous  Convention  ;  and  we  would  respectfully  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Council  to  the  importance  of  making  better  provision  for  this  and 
other  items  of  expense. 

3.  Among  the  items  of  receipts  for  Foreign  Missions  we  find  $200  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  American  Bible  Society,  for.  the  purchase  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments  for  the  use  of  our  India  Mission,  under  Father  Heyer.  We 
think  the  General  Council  should  in  some  formal  way  communicate  to 
the  American  Bible  Society  its  appreciation  of  this  generous  donation. 

4.  We  recommend  that  Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry,  present  Treasurer,  have 
authority  to  draw  upon  Mr.  C.  D.  Norton,  administrator  of  the  late  Treas¬ 
urer,  for  the  amount  of  funds  ($435.75)  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the 
General  Council. 

5.  We  further  recommend  that  the  books  and  vouchers  of  the  firct 
Treasurer,  Dr.  H.  H.  Muhlenberg,  which  are  herewith  submitted,  be  put 
in  charge  of  the  keeper  of  the  archives  for  preservation. 
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6.  As  the  death  of  the  late  Treasurer  prevented  the  preparation  of  a  re¬ 
port  for  publication  in  the  minutes,  your  committee  respectfully  submit 
one,  as  shown  on  the  books  referred  to  them,  viz.  : 

Report  of  0.  F.  Norton  {late')  Treasurer  of  General  Council. 


General  Fund. 

1869. 

Nov  5.  Balance  from  former  Treasurer, . . . $11  00 

“  30.  Cash  received  from  R.  S.  Wagner, . » .  6  00 

“  “  “  “  “  F.  T.  Botticher, . . . .  2  00 

“  “  11  11  11  J.  Bading, . „ .  3  00 


Amount  on  hand, . $21  00 

Foreign  Mission  Fund. 

1869.  Cash  received — 

Nov.  30.  G-erman  Lnth.  Ladies’  Society,  Wilton,  Iowa, . $  10  00 

Dec.  18.  Grace  Church  Sabbath  School,  Birmingham,  Pa . .  15  00 

1870. 

Jan.  12.  Rev.  J.  Rugan,  Yandalia,  Ill .  2  75 

Feb.  19.  Rev.  D.  Sparks,  Stone  Creek,  Ohio, .  1  90 

“  “  St.  John’s  Ev.  Luth.  Church,  Mechanicsburg,  Pa .  20  50 

“  23  and  June  6.  Evan.  Luth.  Ministerium  of  New  York .  975  00 

Mar.  2.  St  Michael’s  Church,  Germantown,  Pa. . 75  00 

“  19.  St.  John’s  German  Church,  Philadelphia,  Pa .  180  00 

“  29.  Zion’s  German  Evan.  Luth.  Ch.,  Rochester,  N.  Y .  40  00 

April  1.  St. Peter’s  Church,  Lancaster,  Ohio, .  30  00 

“  20.  Aaron  Shoop,  Linn  Creek,  Mo .  2  50 

“  21.  Rev.  M.  H.  Richards,  Phillipsburg  N.  J .  5  00 

May  16.  Rev.  S  Klingman,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich .  20  00 

“  “  Mrs.  Susan  Keck,  Shannondale,  Pa .  10  00 

“  25.  American  Bible  Society, .  200  00 

June  10.  St.  Michael’s  and  Zion’s  Church,  Philadelphia,  Pa . . .  125  00 

“  17.  Pittsburgh  Synod, .  266  34 

“  29.  Rev.  S.  Suess,  Warsaw,  III .  20  00 

July  6.  Collected  by  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst,  . , .  100  60 

“  “  German  Ev.  Luth.  Ministerium,  Pa .  362  90 

11  20.  Rev.  A.  N.  Bartholomew,  Adamsville,  0 .  8  00 


Amount, . . . . . $2  480  49 

1870.  Cash  paid  Bills  of  Exchange — 


May  25.  “  “  for  Bibles,  Amer.  Bib.  Soc’y,...  200  00 


Balance  in  Treasury, .  $414  75 

Lewis  L.  Houpt, 

T.  L.  Schrack, 


Lancaster,  O.,  Nov.  4,  1870.  Caleb  A.  Steck. 

Received  and  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry,  Treasurer,  was  authorized  to  draw  on  Mr.  C. 
D.  Norton,  administrator  of  the  late  Treasurer,  for  the  amount  of 
funds  ({435.75)  in  his  possession  belonging  to  the  General  Council. 
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The  books  and  vouchers  of  the  first  Treasurer,  Dr.  H.  H.  Muh¬ 
lenberg,  were  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Archivarius. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions 
was  then  read. 

j Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  of  the 

General  Council. 

The  first  year  in  the  history  of  the  Foreign  Mission  of  the  General 
Council  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  draws  to  a  close,  and  it  af¬ 
fords  abundant  occasion  for  grateful  rejoicings  before  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
while  it  does  not  lack  occasion  for  sorrow. 

At  the  time  when  the  General  Council  assumed  charge  of  the  work,  at  its 
last  meeting,  our  venerable  Father  Heyer  and  Mr.  C.  F.  J.  Becker  were 
on  their  way  to  India,  and  Bev.  H.  C.  Schmidt  was  expected  to  leave 
within  a  month.  Father  Heyer,  after  a  toilsome  journey  across  India  from 
Bombay,  reached  Bajahmundry,  and  assumed  charge  of  the  Mission  in 
December,  1869.  Before  reaching  B - .  he  visited  the  field  of  his  for¬ 

mer  labors  in  the  Palnaud,  and  was  greatly  encouraged  by  the  proofs  of 
the  conquests  of  Christ  in  that  region.  He  says:  “  The  number  of  the 
baptized  adults  and  children  connected  with  the  Mission  is  500,  and  the 
number  of  inquirers  under  instruction  is  between  one  and  two  hundred, 
and  the  work  is  still  going  on,  spreading  from  village  to  village.  Bonifacius 
himself  could  not  have  been  received  more  joyfully  and  respectfully  by 
his  German  converts,  than  the  native  Christians  received  their  old  Mis« 
sionary  who  had  unexpectedly  come  to  see  them.” 

MISSION  AT  RAJAHMUNDRY. 

The  Mission  at  Bajahmundry  was  found  to  have  suffered  greatly  for 
want  of  a  resident  missionary.  Bev.  Gronning  had  left  in  1865,  and  Bev . 
Long  died  in  1866,  since  which  time  thore  has  been  no  missionary  re¬ 
siding  there.  Seven  months  before  Dr.  C.  F.  Heyer’s  arrival,  the  mission¬ 
ary  of  the  General  Synod’s  Society  had  made  a  transfer  of  the  Mission  to 
the  Church  Missionary  Society,  since  which  time  its  agents  had  occasion¬ 
ally  visited  the  station,  administered  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  paid  the 
salaries  of  the  catechists  and  teachers. 

After  some  reluctance  the  Mission  was  given  over  to  Dr.  Heyer,  with 
the  understanding  that  the  sum  of  $178  gold,  expended  by  the  Church 
Missionary  Society,  should  be  refunded. 

Of  the  Mission  field  around  Bajahmundry,  Dr.  Heyer,  in  a  letter  of 
date  March  1870,  writes:  “At  present  the  whole  field  is  divided  into 
wo  districts,  under  the  supervision  of  two  catechists,  one  of  them,  Paulus 
(whom  I  partly  educated  in  the  Palnaud),  resides  at  Moramunda,  and 
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attends  to  the  villages  around  •  the  number  of  baptized  persons  in  this 
district  is  76,  and  there  are  4  inquiring  families.  The  other  catechist, 
Joseph  (who  attended  school  in  Guntur  during  my  residence  there)  lives 

in  the  mission  compound  at  It - ,  and  attends  to  the  villages  within  12 

miles  around.  The  number  of  baptized  persons  in  this  district  is  85,  and 
there  are  3  inquiring  families.” 

There  are  9  schools,  7  for  boys  and  2  for  girls,  in  which  are  200  schol¬ 
ars.  Three  new  school-houses  have  been  built  with  moneys  presented  by 
English  friends  at  Rajahmundry.  Nearly  the  whole  cost  of  the  schools 
is  also  borne  by  them.  Until  May  15,  Dr.  Heyer  had  baptized  31  per¬ 
sons  since  his  arrival.  In  a  letter  of  July  18,  he  says  that  the  number 
of  persons  who  are  now  asking  for  baptism  in  different  villages,  is  about  50. 

CHRISTIAN  FREDERIC  JOHN  BECKER. 

Brother  Becker  reached  Madras  about  Christmas,  and  after  spending 
several  weeks  with  some  friends  there,  reached  the  Mission  Feb.  1st,  187 0 • 
He  at  once  entered  diligently  upon  such  work  as  he  could  perform,  ac¬ 
quiring  the  Telugu,  and  going  out  into  the  villages  around,  accompanied 
by  a  catechist  as  iuterpreter,  and  showing  himself  a  great  help  to  Father 
Heyer.  He  was  allowed  to  continue  his  labors  for  a  little  over  three 
months,  when  on  the  8th  of  May  he  was  called  suddenly  home  to  his 
eternal  rest,  in  the  26th  year  of  his  age.  Bro.  Becker  had  spent  four 
years  at  the  Mission  School  at  Copenhagen,  and  was  esteemed  as  an  ex¬ 
ceedingly  promising  and  able  young  man.  He  entered  on  his  work  with 
great  zeal.  But  it  pleased  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  bid  him  rest  early. 
Father  Heyer  was  much  distressed  at  his  death,  and  in  concern  about  the 
future  of  the  Mission,  for  he  was  now  again  left  alone,  and  of  the  arrival 
of  Bro.  Schmidt  he  was  very  uncertain. 

REV.  H.  C.  SCHMIDT. 

Contrary  to  the  hopes  and  desires  of  your  Committee,  the  departure  of 
this  brother  was  delayed  from  time  to  time,  and  it  was  not  until  May  that 
he  sailed.  After  reaching  Europe,  he  was  advised  by  Bro.  Gronning  to 
delay  a  little  longer,  so  as  not  to  reach  India  in  the  most  sickly  season. 
On  the  4th  of  August  he  arrived  safely  at  the  Mission  and  entered  on  his 
labors. 

After  the  death  of  Bro.  Becker,  Father  Heyer  wrote  at  once  to  Rev. 
Mr.  Gronning  to  send  out  some  one  to  take  his  place.  Your  Committee 
also  wrote  to  him  to  the  same  effect. 

IYER  K.  PAULSON. 

Among  the  students  at  the  Mission  School  at  Copenhagen  during  the 
time  Bro.  Becker  was  there,  was  Mr.  Iver  K.  Paulson,  who  had  entered  in 
1865,  and  had  just  completed  his  studies  when  the  news  of  the  death  of 
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his  friend  Becker  arrived.  He  offered  to  go  and  take  his  place,  and  was 
accepted  in  our  behalf  by  Bro.  Grronning.  He  sailed  from  London  in  the 
ship  Renown,  Aug.  28.  Bro.  Paulson  was  born  at  Ringkjoping,  Den¬ 
mark,  in  1846,  and  is  therefore  24  years  of  age. 

FUTURE  OF  THE  MISSION. 

We  may  hope  that  there  will  soon  be  three  missionaries  at  our  Mission. 
But  Father  Heyer  is  now  in  the  78tli  year  of  his  age,  and  only  contem¬ 
plated  remaining  two  or  three  years  in  order  to  see  the  Mission  well  estab¬ 
lished.  Should  he  return  home  soon,  we  should  have  at  least  some  one 
to  take  his  place,  and  it  would  of  course  be  very  advantageous  if  some 
one  well  acquainted  with  the  brethren  and  church  in  America,  and  able 
to  maintain  an  active  living  communion  between  the  churches  and  the 
Mission,  could  be  found.  In  a  letter  dated  Aug.  16th,  Father  Heyer 
says :  “  My  own  personal  affairs  render  it  necessary  that  I  should  bo  at 
home  during  the  summer  of  1871,  otherwise  I  might  remain  longer,  for 
I  like  the  work,  and  the  Lord  has  vouchsafed  me  a  comfortable  measure 
of  health.”  “  Rajahmundry  has  a  population  of  15  to  20,000 — a  Mission 
in  this  place  should  be  carried  on  efficiently  or  not  at  all.  If  you  can 
supply  this  station  with  suitable  missionaries,  the  Church  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  will  not  interfere )  but  if  the  work  comes  to  a  stillstand,  as  was  the 
case  some  time  ago,  the  Society  will  start  a  new  enterprise.” 

“  A  part  of  the  Church  Book  has  already  been  translated  *into  Telugu. 
I  should  like  to  have  a  small  edition  printed  of  the  Church  Service  and 
Telugu  Hymns,  if  you  can  furnish  the  necessary  funds,  say  $100.” 

“  Formerly  our  Sunday  schools  supported  native  boys  and  girls  to  ena¬ 
ble  them  to  continue  their  school  studies  longer  than  they  could  otherwise 
have  done.  The  benefits  of  this  charity  are  manifest  at  this  time.  For 
instance,  the  wives  of  our  catechists  and  teachers  can  read,  write  and  sew, 
and  are  a  credit  to  our  Mission.  It  would  be  well  if  some  of  our  Sunday 
schools  or  friends  were  to  revive  this  plan  and  contribute  annually  about 
$25  for  the  support  of  a  native  boy  or  girl  to  be  educated  in  our  Mission 
School.” 

EXPENSES  OF  THE  MISSION. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Council  will  of  course  present  an  account  of  the 
moneys  paid  by  him  for  Foreign  Missions,  but  as  the  history  of  the  Mission 
extends  some  months  beyond  his  term  of  service,  I  will  present  a  statement 


of  the  costs  of  the  Mission  to  the  present  time. 

Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer,  travelling  expenses  and  outfit, . $562 

“  “  Salary  Oct.  23,  1869— Oct.  23,  1870 . 500— $1062 

Mr.  C.  F.  J.  Becker,  travelling  expenses . .  425 

“  “  Salary,  Feb. — May, .  125 —  550 
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Kev.  H.  C.  Schmidt,  travelling  expenses  and  outfit, ...$8400 

“  u  Salary  one  quarter, . . . .  125 — 

Mr.  Iver  K.  Paulson,  travelling  expenses, . 

2  Cathechists,  ll  mos.  at  $7.50  each, . 

Repairs  and  taxes  paid, . . 

“  contracted  for,  . 


$525 

450 

165 

59 

200 


Total, . .  $3,001 

The  expenses  of  the  Mission  from  the  beginning  have  therefore  been 
about  $3,500  in  currancy  (for  the  above  account  is  in  gold,  and  exchange 
on  London  is  also  to  be  added  for  all  sums  sent  to  India).  Your  Commit¬ 
tee  has  with  great  difficulty  secured  the  money  to  meet  these  expenses. 

From  the  most  of  the  Svnods  in  the  Council  not  a  cent  has  been  received 

* 

for  Foreign  Missions.  The  Treasurer  of  the  Synod  of  Pa.  has  furnished 
about  two-tbirdsof  what  has  been  paid;  the  Treasurer,  Mr.  C.  F  Norton, 
atone  time  advanced  $896.69,  which  I  believe  has  not  yet  been  repaid,  or 
at  least  not  in  full.  Some  of  the  above  amount  has  not  yet  been  paid, 
and  the  Committee  anxiously  await  the  action  of  the  General  Council  at 
this  meeting  to  secure  the  actual  participation  of  the  various  Synods  in 
bearing  the  expenses  of  this  work.  The  Committee  believe  that  contribu¬ 
tions  to  various  European  Foreign  Missionary  Societies  have  been  made 
during  this  year  by  churches  and  even  Synods  in  the  General  Council, 
while  our  own  Mission  has  been  contending  with  serious  pecuniary  difficul¬ 
ty.  The  resolution  of  the  General  Council  last  year,  “  That  the  General 
Council  pledges  itself  vigorously  aud  faithfully  to  support  the  Foreign 
Mission  work,”  greatly  encouraged  your  Committee  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  and  they  greatly  regret  that  their  hopes  and  expectations  have 
been  realized  to  so  small  an  extent. 

CLAIMS  OF  THE  CHINESE  AND  ALASKA  INDIANS. 

In  the  state  of  the  treasury  above  described,  you  may  readily  under¬ 
stand  that  your  Committee  did  not  find  it  feasible  to  undertake  any  ex¬ 
ploration  of  new  fields  of  missionary  labor. 

OBLIGATIONS  TO  AMERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY,  DANISH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

AND  TO  REY.  C.  W.  GRONNING. 

The  American  Bible  Society  kindly  donated  $200  for  the  purchase  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments  from  the  Madras  Bible  Society  for  the  use  of  our 
Mission,  and  have  encouraged  the  hope  that  any  reasonable  amount  needed 
will  be  given  next  year.  Some  expression  of  thanks  for  this  donation 
should  be  made  by  the  Council.  The  Danish  Missionary  Society  has  borne 
the  expense  of  the  education  of  the  Brothers  Becker  and  Paulson  at  its 
school,  and  also  kindly  advanced  money  for  the  expenses  to  India  of  Bro. 
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B.  In  the  name  of  the  Council  your  Committee  have  returned  thanks, 
and  repaid  the  money. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Groaning,  of  Apenrade,  Schleswig,  maintained  our  Mission¬ 
ary  Schmidt  in  house  for  two  and  a  half  years,  and  prepared  him  for  his 
work.  He  also  secured  the  transfer  of  Bro.  Becker  to  our  work,  and  the 
advance  of  money  to  him,  and  he  has  continued  his  sympathy  by  securing 
Bro.  Paulson,  and  he  advanced  $450  to  pay  his  expenses  to  India,  and 
your  Committee  has  been  able  a9  yet  to  refund  only  $250  of  the  amount. 
Bro.  Grdnning  and  other  friends  whom  he  has  found,  is  now  bearing  the 
cost  of  the  education  at  Copenhagen  of  a  young  man  destined  for  our  Mis¬ 
sion.  All  these  facts  call  for  the  expression  of  the  warmest  gratitude  to  him. 

Praying  for  the  blessing  of  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  on  the  work 
of  evangalizing  the  world,  we  submit  our  report. 

B.  M.  SCHMUCKER, 

Eng.  Sec. 

Received  and  adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  the  English  Corresponding  Secretary  be  in¬ 
structed  to  return  the  thanks  of  the  General  Council  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Bible  Society,  and  to  Rev.  C.  W.  Grdnning,  for  the  favors 
shown  by  them  to  the  Mission. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  to  which  was  referred  the  Ques¬ 
tions  proposed  at  the  last  Convention  by  the  delegate  from  the 
Minnesota  Synod,  was  presented,  and  taken  up  for  consideration 
item  by  item. 

Pending  its  consideration  adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  R.  Hill. 

Fourth  Session. 


Saturday,  Nov.  5th,  9  A.  M. 

The  devotioual  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  S.  Laird. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  discussion  of  the  Theses  on  Justification  was  resumed. 
Resolved ,  That  these  Theses  be  commended  to  the  attention  of 
the  next  Convention  of  the  General  Council. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  the  second  Thesis  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  R.  Neumann. 
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Fifth  Session, 

Saturday,  Nov.  5th,  1J  P.  M. 

The  opening  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  S.  Klingmann. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Min¬ 
nesota  Questions  was  renewed. 

The  report  was  re-committed  to  the  Committee  with  instructions 
to  make  certain  alterations  and  present  it  on  Monday  morning. 

Report  of  Committee  (No.  5.)  on  the  Report  of  the  President. 

The  Committee  charged  with  the  consideration  of  a  Report  read  by 
the  retiring  President  at  the  opening  of  the  Council,  respectfully  present 
the  following  : 

The  document  contains  a  concise  and  faithful  statement  of  facts  that 
have  marked  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  G-eneral  Council,  specially 
connected  with  the  announcement  and  practical  application  of  the  “  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Faith  and  Policy.” 

Notwithstanding  the  honest  efforts  made  by  the  General  Council  to 
meet  the  demands  made  upon  it,  and  to  express  itself  clearly  and  une¬ 
quivocally  upon  certain  points,  in  such  manner  as  to  maintain  the  faith 
and  promote  the  glory  of  God  in  the  Church,  uncertainty  still  exists  in 
some  quarters,  as  to  what  the  position  of  the  General  Council  is.  The 
President  thinks  that  perhaps  the  most  important  task  before  the  General 
Council  at  this  time,  is,  not  to  be  more  earnest  and  zealous  than  it  has  ever 
been  in  respect  to  the  faith,  but  to  define  its  position  in  reference  to  the 
points  in  question  even  with  more  precision  than  it  has  already  done,  if 
such  precision  be  possible. 

The  President  also  notices,  in  fitting  terms,  the  decease  of  the  late 
Treasurer  of  the  General  Council,  who  departed  this  life,  Aug.  4th,  1870. 

Your  Committee  respectfully  propose  the  following  action  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  General  Council,  being  anxious,  as  it  has  ever  been 
from  the  beginning,  to  give  no  uncertain  sound,  but  to  be  clearly  and  fully 
understood  in  regard  to  faith  and  practice,  will,  with  the  help  of  the  Lord, 
as  it  has  ever  done,  honestly  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  without  respect 
of  persons,  again  endeavor,  at  this  meeting,  so  to  define  its  position  in  res¬ 
pect  to  the  points  referred  to,  as  by  the  Divine  blessing  to  contribute  to 
the  establishment  of  a  pure  faith,  and  good  order  throughout  the  Church 
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IN  MEMORY  OF  MR.  CHARLES  F.  NORTON. 

Resolved ,  That  the  many  personal  virtues  and  Christian  activities  of 
our  late  Treasurer,  Mr.  Charles  F.  Norton,  that  made  his  presence  always 
so  welcome  in  our  assemblies,  shall  not  fail  to  keep  his  name  and  his 
character  ever  precious  to  our  memories  and  our  hearts. 

Resolved ,  That  whilst  we  bow  in  humble  submission  to  the  Divine  will 
that  removed  him  from  the  Church  on'  earth,  we  glorify  the  grace  of 
God  that  enabled  him,  after  the  habitual  exercise  of  a  pure  and  child¬ 
like  faith  in  the  Divine  Redeemer,  to  depart  this  life  in  the  full  assurance 
of  the  hope  of  the  glory  of  God. 

Resolved ,  That  the  English  Secretary  be  instructed  to  convey  to  the 
family  of  our  late  Treasurer  the  assurance  of  the  deep  sympathy  of  the 
General  Council  in  their  bereavement,  and  of  the  earnestness  of  our  pray¬ 
er,  that  the  God  of  all  comfort  may  comfort  them  ;  and  that  this  trial  of 
their  faith  may  be  found  uuto  praise,  and  honor,  and  glory,  at  the  appear¬ 
ing  of  Jesus  Christ. 

THANKS  TO  RETIRING  OFFICERS. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Council  be  offered  to  the  re¬ 
tiring  President  and  Secretary,  for  the  dignity,  the  promptitude,  and  the 
faithfulness  with  which  they  have  discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  their 
respective  positions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  W.  Schaeffer,  Chairman. 

J.  Fishburn.  Henry  Lehman, 

P.  Kennedy,  T.  N.  Hasselquist. 

Accepted  and  adopted. 

The  resolutions  in  memory  of  Mr.  C.  F.  Norton  were  adopted 
by  a  rising  vote. 

Report  of  the  Committee  (No.  3,)  on  the  Minutes  of  the  last 

Convention. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Conven¬ 
tion  of  the  General  Council,  would  respectfully  report  the  following  items 
of  unfinished  busines  which  claim  the  attention  of  this  Convention  : 

1  A  Commission,  of  which  Dr.  Passavant  is  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  prepare  a  Charter,  Constitution  and  By-laws,  for  a  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  to  be  located  at  or  near  Chicago,  and  to  receive  proposals  and  deter¬ 
mine  its  site. 

2.  The  English  Church  Book  Committee  was  instructed  to  publish  a 
Provisional  Sunday  School  Hymn  and  Service  Book,  which  was  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  for  final  action  at  this  Convention. 
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3.  The  Committee  to  draft  Constitutions  for  Synods  and  Congregations 
was  instructed  to  publish  these  Constitutions  for  examination  at  the  earliest 
day  possible. 

4.  The  Swedish  Corresponding  Secretary  was  instructed  to  confer  with 
the  Finnish  Lutheran  Missionary  Society,  in  reference  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Mission  among  the  Indians  iu  Alaska. 

5.  The  District  Synods  in  connection  with  this  Council  were  requested 
to  contribute  one  dollar  for  every  one  hundred  members,  to  create  a  con¬ 
tingent  fund  for  the  expenses  of  the  Council;  and  to  transfer  one-fifth  of 
their  funds  collected  for  Home  Missions  and  Church  Extension,  to  the 
Treasury  ot  this  body. 

6.  Rev.  Dr.  Krauth  was  appointed  delegate  to  represent  this  Council 
in  the  Leipzig  Conference,  and  Prof.  S.  Fritschel  was  requested  to  present 
our  interests  at  the  same  Conference. 

7.  The  German  Hymn  Rook  Committee  was  instructed  to  have  printed 
500  copies  of  the  Provisional  Hymn  Rook. 

8.  Revs.  Hasselquist  and  Spaeth,  with  the  English  Church  Rook  Com¬ 
mittee,  were  appointed  to  select  Music  for  the  English  Church  Rook. 

9.  A  Committee,  of  which  Rev.  H.  W.  Roth  is  chairman,  was  appointed 
to  select  a  list  of  Sunday  School  Rooks  which  could  be  recommended  to 
our  schools,  and  to  inquire  whether  special  editions  of  books  to  suit  our 
wants,  cannot  be  secured. 

Your  Committee  deems  it  sufficient  to  call  attention  to  these  several 
topics. 

Jacob  Fry,  y 

Enoch  Smith,  (-  Com. 

A.  J.  Lindstrom,  3 

Received  and  considered  by  items. 

No.  1.  Report  to  be  presented.  (See  12th  Session.) 

No.  2.  Verbal  report  rendered.  Subject  postponed.  (See  below.) 

No.  3.  Committee  reported  the  Constitution  for  Congregations 
prepared  and  published,  and  the  Constitution  for  Synods  in  course 
of  preparation. 

No.  4.  Verbal  report  rendered  that  Dr.  Fielstedt  of  Sweden  had 
been  requested  to  attend  to  this  matter. 

No.  5.  Under  this  item  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  District 
Synods  were  instructed  to  state  in  their  report  what  Synods  have 
complied  with  the  requests  of  the  last  Convention. 

No.  6.  Postponed. 

No.  7.  Report  to  be  presented.  (See  11th  Session.) 

No.  8.  No  report. 
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No.  9.  Report  to  be  presented. 

The  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 

Report  of  the  English  Church  Booh  Committee. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  given  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
General  Council,  the  Committee  have  prepared  a  series  of  Introits  and 
Collects  for  the  Sundays  and  other  Festivals  of  the  Church  year,  and  a 
Collection  of  General  and  Special  Collects.  They  have  also  removed  the 
second  Order  of  Morning  Service,  and  have  made  the  paging  of  the  litur¬ 
gical  part  of  the  Church  Book  continuous.  A  new  edition  embracing 
these  changes  is  in  course  of  preparation,  the  stereotype  plates  having 
been  completed,  and  the  printing  is  in  progress.  No  additional  copies  of  the 
Church  Book  in  its  old  form  have  been  printed  since  the  last  meeting  of 
the  General  Council,  and  the  copies  on  hand  are  exhausted.  The  altera¬ 
tions  in  the  rubrics  concerning  the  use  of  the  Introit  and  Collect  made 
necessary  by  the  changes  ordered  by  the  Council,  have  been  made.  No 
other  alteration  whatever  has  been  made  in  the  Orders  for  Morning  and 
Evening  Service,  except  one.  In  the  Confession  of  Sins  in  the  Morning 
Service  the  rubric, 

“  Then  shall  he  say  ;  or  if  there  he  an  assistant ,  he  may  say  has 
been  altered  to  read, 

“  Then  shall  he ,  or  an  assistant  say)  and  the  Congregation  may  say 

The  preparation  of  a  suitable  selection  of  Family  Prayers  has  been  at¬ 
tended  with  great  difficulties.  The  great  range  of  works  of  this  kind  has 
made  it  difficult  to  find  a  few  sufficiently  comprehensive,  devout  and  ele¬ 
vated  to  furnish  a  satisfactory  series  confined  to  a  single  week,  and  the 
translation  of  those  thus  far  selected  has  presented  serious  difficulties. 
Two  attempts  at  translation  have  proved  unsatisfactory  to  those  who  made 
them.  We  have  consequently  been  unable  to  get  the  Family  Prayers  ready 
for  this  edition. 

The  Committee  have  continued  their  labors  on  the  Orders  for  Ministe¬ 
rial  Acts,  but  the  amount  of  labor  necessary  for  proper  preparation  of  these, 
the  time  demanded  by  the  additions  to  the  Introits  and  Collects,  and  the 
fact  that  the  members  of  the  Committee  are  all  charged  with  many  other 
important  duties  in  the  church,  have  not  allowed  them  to  bring  the  series 
to  such  a  stage  of  preparation  as  to  enable  them  to  submit  them  at  this  time 
to  the  Council.  Your  Committee  would  ask  definite  instructions,  whether 
after  they  have  been  prepared  by  the  Committee  of  preparation,  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  General  Council,  and  approved  by  them, 
they  shall  be  published,  or  whether  they  shall  first  be  submitted  to  the 
Council  itself  regularly  assembled.  Our  present  instructions  require  their 
submission  to  the  Council. 
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Your  Committee  have  as  yet  taken  no  steps  to  provide  a  Music  Book  for 
the  Church  Book.  They  have  been  deterred  chiefly  by  the  lack  of  means 
to  publish  such  book,  and  the  uncertainty  attending  its  sale.  Several  col¬ 
lections  of  music,  both  liturgieal  and  choral,  have  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Committee,  been  made  by  private  labor,  and  one  has  been  officially  offered 
to  the  Committee  for  examination,  said  to  be  complete  in  its  provision  for 
all  the  wants  of  the  Church  Book. 

The  Sunday  School  Hymn  and  Service  Book  is  not  yet  ready  for  publi¬ 
cation.  The  several  sub-Committees  to  whom  its  parts  were  entrusted 
have  been  prosecuting  their  labors  during  the  year,  but  have  not  yet- 
brought  them  to  completion. 

The  accounts  of  the  publication  of  the  Church  Book  up  to  June  1st 


1870,  are  as  follows  : 

Whole  number  printed, . * . 11,283 

“  “  sold,  . . * . . . 13,472 

“  u  on  hand, . .  811 

Cost  of  stereotyping,  . . . . $  1,126.13 

“  printing  and  binding,  &c., . * .  8,017.93 


Entire  cost, . . . . . . . $10,144.06 

NeCreceipts  on  all  sold,  . * . .$10,470.67 

Paid  in  fullentire  cost, .  10,144.06 


Cash  in  hand, . * . $  326.61 


Moport  of  (sub)  Committee  on  the  Sunday  School  Hymn  Book. 

The  Committee  charged  by  the  General  Committee  of  the  Church  Book 
with  the  preparation  of  a  Hymn  and  Service  Book  for  Sunday  School 
respectfully  report  as  follows  : 

1st.  The  portion  including  the  Liturgical  Service,  has  been  prepared,  in 
such  manner  as  to  conform,  in  general,  to  the  Service  furnished  in  the 
Church  Book,  with  such  variations  from  that  Service  as  are  adapted  to  the 
character  and  necessities  of  the  Sunday  School. 

2d.  The  portion  including  the  Hymns  has  been  arranged  under  the 
general  rubrics  of  the  Church  Book,  with  such  variations  as  the  wants  of 
the  Sunday  School  seem  to  render  necessary.  The  selection  has  been 
made  from  the  Church  Book  itself,  and  from  other  approved  Evangelical 
sources,  and  comprises  some  250  hymns,  which  a  further  and  stricter  ex. 
amination  might  perhaps  reduce  to  a  smaller  number.  The  hymns,  both 
i  n  style  and  spirit,  appear  to  the  Committee  to  be  of  a  high  grade  in  their 
literary  character,  and  to  breathe  the  spirit  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  All 
sensationalism,  and  all  conformity  to  a  merely  popular  style,  have  been  re- 
jected  in  the  selection. 
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The  Committee  having  no  definite  authority  to  furnish  a  musical  ar¬ 
rangement,  have  nothing  specific  to  report  in  that  direction. 

C.  W.  Schaffer, 
Chairman  snb-  Committee. 

Adjourned  after  uniting  in  the  Litany,  led  by  the  President. 

Sixth  Session. 

Monday,  Nov.  7,  9  A.  M. 

The  devotional  exereises  were  conducted  by  Dr.  Greenwald. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

On  the  proposition  of  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  delegation  to  sub¬ 
stitute  clergymen  present  for  lay  delegates  who  failed  to  attend,  it 
was . 

Resolved ,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Council  that  no  layman  can 
serve  in  the  place  of  a  minister,  and  no  minister  can  serve  in  the 
place  of  a  layman,  on  any  delegation  from  a  District  Synod. 

Report  of  Committee  (No.  2,)  on  the  Communication  from  Rev.  R. 

Jaeggli ,  Rresident  of  the  Texas  Synod. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  report  upon  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  by  Rev.  R.  Jaeggli,  President  of  Texas  Synod,  who  was 
also  appointed  as  delegate  from  said  Synod  to  the  General  Council,  res¬ 
pectfully  present  the  following : 

Pastor  Jaeggli  gives  a  brief  statement  of  the  operations  of  the  Texas 
Synod,  and  indicates  that  our  beloved  brethren,  the  pastors  and  members 
of  their  congregations,  are  disposed  to  exert  themselves  beyond  their 
power  rather  than  to  spare  their  strength,  in  efforts  to  build  up  the  Di¬ 
vine  kingdom. 

In  the  interests  of  a  thorough  Christian  education  for  their  people,  they 
have  begun  earnestly  to  work  in  the  establishment  of  a  college,  and  al¬ 
though  difficulties,  growing  out  of  the  present  derangement  of  business 
are  in  the  way,  yet  they  are  laboring  with  the  good  hope  of  final  success. 

In  tender  concern  for  the  souls  of  all  our  brethren  of  the  faith,  many  of 
whom  live  in  secluded  and  isolated  positions,  cut  off  from  the  regular  use 
of  the  means  of  grace  and  exposed  to  the  unwholesome  influences  of  the 
world,  the  operations  of  their  domestic  mission  are  both  laborious  and 
searching,  yet  often,  as  at  the  present  time,  they  have  to  be  intermitted 
on  account  of  the  lack  of  funds  necessary  for  their  support. 
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In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  tlie  Texas  Synod,  its  President,  as 
the  letter  states,  made  application  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  Missions 
of  the  General  Council,  for  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  their  missionary 
work.  The  letter  also  adds  that  this  application  has,  so  far,  been  without 
result.  In  the  meantime,  they  are  exerting  themselves  in  all  their  con¬ 
gregations  on  behalf  of  this  missionary  work. 

Your  Committee  propose  the  following  action  : 

1.  Resolved ,  That  the  absence  of  Pastor  Jaeggli,  delegate  elect  from 
the  Texas  Synod,  be  excused. 

2.  Resolved ,  That  the  General  Council  rejoices  to  learn  that  our 
brethren  in  Texas  have  been  led  to  devise  liberal  things,  and  cherishes  the 
hope,  that  with  the  Divine  blessing  their  efforts  on  behalf  of  sound  Chris¬ 
tian  education  will  be  crowned  with  eminent  success. 

3.  Resolved ,  That  we  commend  the  necessities  of  the  domestic  missions 
of  the  Texas  Synod,  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Missions,  trusting  that  the  Committee  will  extend  to  them  such 
material  aid  as  may  be  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  A.  Wenzel, 

S.  K.  Brobst, 

G.  VORBERG. 

Accepted  and  adopted. 

The  order  for  the  day,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Min' 
nesota  Questions,  was  taken  up.  Pending  its  consideration-  ad¬ 
journed. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  II.  Botticher. 

Seventh  Session. 

Monday,  Nov.  7,  1J  P.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  A. 
Spaeth. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  consideration  cf  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Min¬ 
nesota  Questions  was  resumed,  and  occupied  the  afternoon 
session. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  8J-  o’clock,  Tuesday  morning. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Fishburn. 


In  the  evening  Divine  Service  was  held,  and  addresses  on  the 

subject  of  Education  were  delivered  in  German  and  English. 
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Eighth  Session. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  8,  8J  A.  M. 

The  opening  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Roth. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  report  on  the  Minnesota  Questions  was  taken  up,  amended, 
and  the  order  of  items  re-arranged. 

The  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  as  a  whole  was  made  the 
first  order  of  business  for  the  afternoon  session. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  (No.  7)  on  u  The  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  ISew  York  Immigrant  Mission”  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  considered  by  items. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Siekcr  was  excused  from  further  attendance  after 
this  afternoon  session. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  R.  Knoll. 

Ninth  Session. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  8,  1J  P.  M. 

The  opening  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Hengerer. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Minnesota  Questions  hav¬ 
ing  been  amended  and  adopted  by  items,  was  now  taken  up. 

Answer  to  the  Questions  of  the  Delegate  from  the  Minnesota  Synod. 

The  questions  of  the  delegate  from  the  Minnesota  Synod,  laid  before 
the  General  Council  at  Chicago  for  official  answer,  as  finally  revised  and 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Committee,  are  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  the  testimony  of  the  General  Council  concerning  the  Four 
Points  has  been  differently  interpreted  in  different  quarters  within  the 
General  Council ;  unity  in  such  important  questions  must,  however,  be 
regarded  as  necessary  to  mutual  co-operation;  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Minnesota  Synod  begs  leave  to  ask  whether  the  right  interpretation  of 
the  testimony  in  question  is  this,  to  wit : 

“  1.  That  heretics  and  fundamental  errorists  cannot  be  admitted  to  our 
altars  as  communicants,  nor  into  our  pulpits  as  teachers  of  our  congrega¬ 
tions  ?  v 

u  2.  Since  the  so-called  distinctive  doctrines  by  which  doctrinal  op 
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position  between  the  Lutheran  Church  and  other  denominations  is  ex¬ 
pressed,  are  fundamental ,  whether  the  General  Council  (in  No.  III.  1, 
and  No.  IV.  1,  2,  of  the  declarations  made  at  Pittsburgh)  understood  by 
1  fundamental  errorists’  those  who,  with  regard  to  these  distinctive  doc¬ 
trines,  are  not  in  harmony  with  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  Word  of  God, 
as  it  is  confessed  and  taught  in  our  Church  V’ 

These  questions  have  been  presented  under  instruction  of  the  Minne¬ 
sota  Synod  to  its  delegate,  to  “  labor  in  the  General  Council,  that  the  re¬ 
lations  of  the  Council  to  the  Confessions  may  become  ever  more  and 
more  clear  and  unmistakable.” 

Two  things  are,  therefore,  embraced  :  (I.)  The  relation  of  the  General 
Council  to  the  Confession  ;  and  (II.)  The  meaning  of  certain  declarations 
made  at  Pittsburgh,  in  1868. 

I.  On  the  first  of  these  particulars  the  committee  submits  that— 

1.  There  can  be  no  reasonable  question  with  regard  to  the  unreserved 
official  adherence  of  the  General  Council  to  the  entire  faith  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church,  as  confessed  in  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Con¬ 
fession,  and  further  defined  and  defended  in  the  other  recognized  symbols 
of  our  Church.  The  Confessions  never  have  been,  and  never  can  be,  more 
explicitly  and  heartily  acknowledged,  as  statements  of  pure  doctrine, 
than  the  General  Council  has  acknowledged  and  does  acknowledge  them 

2.  What  is  given  in  the  acknowledged  Confessions  of  our  Church,  as 
doctrine ,  whether  positively  or  negatively,  that  the  General  Council  holds 
and  confesses  to  be  fundamental  to  the  complete  integrity  of  our  holy 
Christianity. 

3.  The  General  Council,  with  the  Confessions  and  theologians  of  our 
Church,  distinguishes  between  doctrines  which  are  fundamental  to  the  ex¬ 
istence  of  Christianity,  i.  e.,  u  essential  to  true  knowledge  of  Christ  and 
faith  in  Him,”  without  which  the  hope  of  salvation  is  precluded;  and 
doctrines  which  are  fundamental  to  the  complete  integrity  of  Christianity, 
i.  e.,  to  the  full  and  absolute  perfection  of  Christian  doctrine,  without 
which,  in  the  judgment  of  charity,  it  may  still  be  possible  for  persons  to 
be  saved. 

II.  On  the  second  of  these  particulars  the  committee  submits  the  an¬ 
swer  Yes,  to  the  first  inquiry  propounded. 

In  regard  to  the  second  qaestion,  the  committee  submits  the  following: 

1.  Although  the  General  Council  holds  the  distinctive  doctrines  of  our 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  as  in  such  sense  fundamental,  that  those 
who  err  in  them  err  in  fundamental  doctrines;  nevertheless,  in  employing 
the  terms  “  fundamental  error ists,”  in  the  declarations  made  at  Pittsburgh, 
it  understands,  not  those  who  are  the  victims  of  involuntary  mistake,  but 
those  who  wilfully,  wickedly,  and  persistently  desert,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
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the  Christian  faith,  especially  as  embodied  in  the  Confessions  of  the 
Church  Catholic,  in  the  purest  form  in  which  it  now  exists  on  earth,  to 
wit :  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  thus  overturn  or  destroy  the 
Foundation  in  them  confessed ;  and  who  hold,  defend  and  extend  these 
errors  in  the  face  of  the  admonitions  of  the  Church,  and  to  the  leading 
away  of  men  from  the  path  of  life. 

2.  The  particular  application  of  these  principles  and  distinctions,  in 
the  narrow  sphere  in  which  alone  conflict  of  opinion  on  this  subject  is  still 
possible,  as  already  measurably  decided  by  the  declarations  made  at 
Pittsburgh,  the  Council  leaves,  where  it  must  needs  be  left,  to  the  con¬ 
science  and  judgment  of  our  faithful  pastors  and  congregations,  as  the 
cases  arise. 

Adopted  as  a  whole. 

Revs.  R.  Knoll  and  H.  Bottieher  desired  to  have  their  names 
recorded  as  voting  in*  the  negative  ;  the  latter  with  the  statement, 
that  u  he  did  not  vote  against  the  spirit  of  the  report,  but  only 
against  the  form  in  which  it  is  presented.” 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  New 
York  Immigrant  Mission,  was  resumed.  Rev.  G.  W.  Drees  was 
granted  permission  to  make  any  statements  he  desired  to  present 
on  this  matter. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Roof  was  granted  leave  of  absence  to  attend  the  fu¬ 
neral  of  Rev.  Jacob  List. 

Rev.  Prof.  T.  N.  Hasselquist  and  Mr.  John  Bowman  were  ex¬ 
cused  from  further  attendance  after  this  session. 

Adjourned  to  meet  on  Wednesday  at  8J  o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Roof. 


In  the  evening  Divine  service  was  held,  and  addresses  on  Mis¬ 
sions  were  delivered  in  German  and  English. 


Tenth  Session. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  9,  8J  A.  M. 

The  opening  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Prof.  A.  J.  Lind- 
strom. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 
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New  York  Immigrant  Mission. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  (No.  7)  on  the 
“  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New  York  Immigrant 
Mission,”  was  resumed.  It  was  amended  and  adopted  as  follows: 

Resolved ,  1.  That  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  be  dis¬ 
charged,  be  granted. 

Resolved ,  2.  That  the  General  Council,  as  a  churchly  body,  devote  its 
whole  strength  to  the  building  up  of  an  Immigrant  Mission  of  a  churchly 
character,  as  defined  in  the  original  resolutions  of  the  Pennsylvania  Sy¬ 
nod,  in  Minutes  of  1864. 

THE  EMIGRANT’S  HOME. 

Resolved ,  3.  That  inasmuch  as  the  General  Council,  as  such,  cannot 
engage  in  the  work  of  the  proposed  u Rmigrautenhaus in  New  York,  this 
undertaking,  with  its  subscription  book,  and  other  assets,  be  and  hereby 
is  transferred  to  the  following  Board  of  Trustees,  and  such  additional 
persons  as  they  may  nominate,  to  conduct  it  in  the  spirit  of  our  Evangel¬ 
ical  Faith,  and  according  to  the  express  trusts  on  which  it  was  committed 
to  us,  with  the  special  condition,  however,  that  the  institution  shall  be 
secured  by  charter,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  forever. 

Board  of  Trustees :  W.  Hauff,  E,  C.  Koerner,  Rev.  G.  W.  Drees,  Rev. 
J.  H.  Baden,  F.  W.  Weiss,  Louis  Eglinger,  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel. 

A  Committee  consisting  of  Rev.  D.  M.  Kemerer,  and  Messrs. 
F.  Ahrheidt  and  Peter  P.  Keller,  was  appointed  to  nominate  a 
Committee,  consisting  of  three  clerical  and  three  lay  members,  to 
whom  the  care  of  the  New  York  Immigrant  Mission  shall  be  en¬ 
trusted. 

, English  Church  Book. 

The  report  of  the  English  Church  Book  Committee  was  taken  up. 

The  alteration  made  by  the  Committee  in  the  Rubric  between 
the  paragraphs  of  the  form  for  the  Confession  of  Sins,  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing  Service,  was  not  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  General  Council  urges  the  English  Church 
Book  Committee  to  have  th q  family  prayers  inserted  in  the  book 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Orders  for  Ministerial  Acts  be  submitted  to 
the  General  Council,  before  their  publication. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  English  Church  Book  Committee  be  author¬ 
ized  to  examine  such  music  as  may  be  laid  before  it,  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Service  and  Hymns  of  the  Church  Book,  and 
to  recommend,  in  the  name  of  the  Council,  such  music  books  as 
said  Committee  may  find  satisfactory  and  approve. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Gr.  Yorberg. 


Eleventh  Session. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  9,  1J  P.  M. 

The  devotional  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Sunday  School  Hymn  and  Service  Boole. 

• 

That  part  of  the  report  of  the  English  Church  Book  Committee 
referring  to  the  Sunday  School  Hymn  and  Service  Booh ,  was 
taken  up  for  consideration. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  publish  a  Provi¬ 
sional  Sunday  School  Hymn  and  Service  Book,  with  music  for  the 
same,  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  report  of  the  English  Church  Book  Committee  was  adopted 
as  a  whole. 

English  Church  Booh  Committee. 

Resolved ,  That  the  English  Church  Book  Committee  be  dis¬ 
charged,  and  that  henceforth  the  Church  Book  Committee  be  the 
Committee  appointed  by  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania. 

Report  of  the  (Sub)  Committee  on  the  German  Hymn  Booh . 

The  Committee  charged  with  the  preparation  of  a  German  Hymn 
Book  beg  leave  to  report,  that  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  adopted 
by  the  General  Council  last  year,  they  have  published  a  provisional  copy. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  our  former  treasurer,  Mr.  0.  F.  Norton,  who, 
with  his  usual  kindness,  had  guaranteed  the  payment  of  the  expenses  in¬ 
curred  by  the  publication  of  the  Hymn  Book,  the  account,  amounting  to 
$850.00,  was  sent  to  your  Committee,  who  now  respectfully  request  the 
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G-eneral  Council  to  provide  other  security,  and  thus  relieve  their  Com¬ 
mittee  from  all  further  responsibility  in  this  direction. 

The  Committee  did  not,  as  directed,  publish  the  liturgical  service; 
first,  because  it  is  to  correspond,  in  every  particular,  with  that  contained 
in  the  English  Church  Book ;  and  secondly,  in  order  to  save  expense. 

What  further  disposition  the  General  Council  intends  to  make  of  this 
matter,  it  must  itself  determine.  Your  Committee,  notwithstanding  the 
labor  and  anxiety  necessarily  connected  with  this  work,  are  nevertheless 
willing,  if  the  General  Council  should  so  determine,  to  continue  also 
their  efforts  in  future.  Should  it,  however,  please  this  body  to  commit  the 
future  prosecution  of  the  same  to  other  and  abler  hands,  your  Committee 
will  not  complain.  Any  one  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  such  a  work 
will  make  the  same  discovery  which  your  Committee  has  already  made, 
namely,  that  there  is  no  question  concerning  which  opinions  differ  more 
widely,  than  that  touching  the  character  of  the  hymns  that  should  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  a  collection  intended  to  be  used  for  worship.  What  one 
likes,  the  other  dislikes  ;  and  he  who  enters  upon  the  preparation  of  a 
Hymn  Book  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  satisfy  every  demand,  and  of 
gratifying  every  wish,  will,  after  the  first  attempt,  find  that  such  hope 
was  vain.  Your  Committee,  as  far  as  possible,  consulted  the  wishes  ex¬ 
pressed  by  others.  We  have  also,  through  a  member  of  our  Committee, 
submitted  a  copy  of  our  work  to  the  inspection  of  some  acknowledged 
hymnologists  in  Germany,  but  feel  sorry  that  owing  to  the  fact  of  this 
brother  not  having  yet  returned,  we  are  unable  during  this  present  session 
to  lay  their  opinion  before  the  General  Council. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  A.  Wenzel. 

Accepted. 

Resolved ,  That  the  German  Hymn  Book  be  referred  to  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Synods,  with  the  request  that  they  give  it  a  careful  examina¬ 
tion,  and  report  their  opinion  to  the  German  Hymn  Book  Com¬ 
mittee. 

Resolved ,  That  the  District  Synods  be  requested  to  contribute 
their  quota  of  the  expense  of  publishing  this  book,  in  its  present 
form. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Provisional  German  Liturgy  be  published  as 
soon  as  possible,  in  form  corresponding  to  the  Hymn  Book. 

Resolved ,  That  the  price  of  the  Provisional  German  Hymn 
Book  be  fixed  at  $1.50. 

The  Committee  was  discharged. 


40 


Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel  was  elected  chairman  of  a  new  Committee, 
and  the  President  was  authorized  to  appoint  the  other  members. 

Committee  on  New  York  Immigrant  Mission. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  Committee  to  have  charge  of 
the  New  York  Immigrant  Mission,  would  report  the  following  :  Revs. 
G.  Vorberg,  S.  K.  Brobst,  E.  Giese,  and  Messrs.  John  Moller,  J.  H.  Boe- 
shen  and  F.  Funk. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

D.  M.  Kemerer, 

P.  P.  Keller, 

A.  Ahriieidt. 

The  nominations  were  approved. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  New  York  Immigrant 
Mission  have  power,  with  the  consent  of  the  officers  of  the  Council, 
to  fill  any  vacancies  that  may  occur  in  the  Committee. 

Resolved ,  That  the  District  Synods  request  their  congregations 
to  make  yearly  contributions  to  the  NewYrork  Immigrant  Mission. 

Report  of  the  Committee  (No.  4)  to  prepare  a  Plan  for  the  Preser¬ 
vation  of  the  Documents  of  the  General  Council. 

Resolved ,  1.  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  procure,  if  pos¬ 
sible,  from  one  of  our  Lutheran  Churches  in  Philadelphia,  the  use  of  a 
safe  place  in  which  to  deposit  the  papers  and  documents  belonging  to  the 
General  Council. 

2.  That  the  Secretaries  and  the  English  ex-Secretary  be  requested  to 
collect  and  arrange  all  the  papers,  &c.,  of  the  General  Council,  particu¬ 
larly  those  relating  to  the  organization  of  this  body,  and  to  deposit  the 
same  for  present  safe  keeping,  as  the  Committee  may  find  place. 

3.  That  an  Archivarius  be  appointed,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the 
documents  and  papers  thus  deposited,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the 
Council,  through  whom  access  to  them  may  be  had  on  the  part  of  those 
belonging  to  this  body. 

4.  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  digest  a  plan  for  the  formation  of 
a  Historical  Society  in  connection  with  the  General  Council,  and  to  report 
said  plan  at  the  next  meeting  of  this  body. 

J.  A.  Seiss, 

H.  W.  Roth, 

Peter  P.  Keller, 

G.  G.  Beck. 


Received  and  adopted. 
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Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D.,  and  Messrs.  S.  Gross  Fry  and  Paul 
P.  Keller,  were  appointed  the  Committee  under  the  first  resolution. 

Rev.  H.  W.  Roth  was  appointed  the  Committee  under  the  fourth 
resolution. 

Report  of  the  Committee  (No.  6)  on  Minutes  of  District  Synods . 

The  documents  placed  in  our  hands  are  the  Minutes  of  the  Synods  of 
Pennsylvania,  New  York,  English  District  of  Ohio,  Michigan,  Augus- 
tana,  Minnesota,  Canada,  Illinois  aud  Texas. 

These  documents  show  that  the  work  of  the  Church  is  being  carried 
forward  with  energy  and  success  by  all  these  different  bodies. 

Your  Committee  only  deem  it  necessary  to  direct  attention  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars  : 

1.  The  Pennsylvania  Synod,  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  the  English  Dis¬ 
trict  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  the  Synod  of  Michigan,  have  resolved  to  pay 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  General  Council  the  proportion  of  funds  which 
was  requested  by  the  General  Council  at  its  last  meeting  at  Chicago.  The 
New  York  Ministerium  asks  to  be  excused  from  this  duty  for  the  pres¬ 
ent,  and  instructs  its  delegation  to  present  the  reasons  to  the  Council. 

2.  Systematic  beneficence  appears  to  have  been  introduced  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Synod  with  the  most  gratifying  and  surprising  results, 
showing  the  amount  of  contributions  to  be  many  thousand  of  dollars 
above  those  of  former  years.  The  New  York  Ministerium  has  strongly 
recommended  its  congregations  to  adopt  a  similar  plan. 

3.  The  Scandinavian  Augustana  Synod  has,  by  resolution  of  the  Synod, 
deen  divided  into  two  separate  bodies.  The  Swedish  part  retains  the  old 
name,  and  the  Norwegian  partis  to  be  known  as  The  Norwegian-Danish- 
Augustana  Synod. 

The  Scandinavian  Augustana  Synod  (Swedish)  has  unanimously  rat¬ 
ified  “The  Fundamental  Principles  of  Faith  and  Church  Polity,”  and 
the  11  Constitution  ”  of  the  General  Council. 

4.  The  Synod  of  Illinois  requests  the  Councils  to  refer  the  subjects  of 
Chiliasm  and  Secret  Societies  to  the  District  Synods  for  consideration 
and  discussion,  in  order  that  the  General  Council  may  be  able  to  take 
satisfactory  action  on  these  points  at  its  next  meeting. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  Hill, 

J.  H.  Sieker, 

J.  Fishburn, 

Jon.  Swenson. 

Received  and  taken  up  for  consideration  by  items. 
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Resolved ,  That  the  Recording  Secretaries  request  the  Presidents 
of  the  District  Synods,  which  have  not  adopted  the  resolutions  re¬ 
ferred  to  in  the  first  item,  to  call  the  attention  of  their  Synods  to 
them.  (See  Minutes  of  1869,  p.  35.) 

The  election  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions 
was  made  the  first  business  in  order  this  evening. 

Adjourned  to  meet  this  evening  at  7  o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  S.  Laird. 

Twelfth  Session. 


Wednesday,  Nov.  9,  7  P.  M. 

Rev.  D.  M.  Kemerer  conducted  the  opening  service.  The  roll 
was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missioixs. 

The  election  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  re¬ 
sulted,  in  the  choice  of  the  following  persons  : 

Rev’.  S.  Laird,  T.  H.  Lane, 

“  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  A.  Lange,  M.  D., 

“  G.  A.  Wenzel,  Lewis  Kim, 

“  H.  W.  Roth,  J.  A.  Doyle, 

“  J.  K.  Plitt,  D.  M.  Armor. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes 
of  District  Synods  was  resumed. 

Secret  Societies. 

Resolved- ,  That  the  declaration  of  the  General  Council  at  Pitts¬ 
burgh  on  the  subject  of  Secret  Societies,  be  commended  to  the 
consideration  of  the  District  Synods. 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Commission  appointed  at  the  last  Conven¬ 
tion  to  prepare  a  Charter,  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  a  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  at  Chicago,  and  to  receive  proposals  and  deter¬ 
mine  the  site  of  the  Institution,  presented  the  following  report : 

In  view  of  “the  deliberate  judgment  ”  of  the  General  Council,  as  ex¬ 
pressed  at  its  last  Convention,  “  that  the  time  had  come  when  the  wants  of 
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the  Lutheran  population  of  the  Western  States  require  the  establishment, 
at  some  central  point,  of  a  Theological  Seminary,  where  the  future  min¬ 
istry  of  our  English,  German  and  Scandinavian  Churches  may  be  edu¬ 
cated  together  in  the  unity  of  the  common  faith  confessed  and  maintained 
by  this  Body;”  your  Committee  appointed  at  that  Convention  have  felt 
that  a  responsibility  of  no  ordinary  kind  rested  on  them.  The  gravity  of 
the  work  entrusted  to  them,  restrained  from  hasty  action,  and  the  necessity 
of  the  greatest  deliberation  and  most  perfect  understanding  of  the  great 
interests  involved  in  this  issue,  are  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  form  of  this 
report. 

The  first  duty  imposed  upon  them  was  “  to  receive  proposals  and  to  de¬ 
termine  the  site  of  the  Seminary  in  or  near  the  city  of  Chicago.”  In 
order  to  obtain  the  most  advantageous  offers  it  was  deemed  advisable  to 
publish  a  call,  in  the  three  leading  dailies  of  the  city,  for  proposals  to 
owners  of  property,  stating  the  purpose  of  the  General  Council  to  estab¬ 
lish  such  a  Seminary,  and  to  solicit  offers  of  land  in  view  of  the  erection 
of  the  proposed  Institution  upon  it.  In  response  to  this  call,  a 
number  of  personal  and  written  communications  were  received  from 
parties  interested  in  property  near  the  city,  with  a  view  to  the  sale  or 
donation  of  a  building  site.  Two  objections  of  a  very  serious  nature, 
however,  existed  in  the  case  of  all  of.  these,  viz.,  their  distance  from  the 
city,  even  by  rail,  and  an  expressed  understanding  that  a  Seminary  edi¬ 
fice,  costing  a  certain  amount,  would  be  erected  within  a  certain  time 
upon  the  land  which  might  be  donated.  Under  these  circumstances  your 
Committee  deemed  it  the  most  judicious  course  to  defer  final  action  in 
the  matter  of  location  until  after  this  Convention,  in  the  hope  that  pos¬ 
sibly  some  offer  might  yet  be  presented,  even  more  advantageous  than  the 
one  of  four  acres  on  the  Green  Bay  road,  adjoining  the  city  of  Chicago, 
which  was  made  by  a  member  of  the  Committee  at  the  last  meeting  of 
this  body.  This  location  has  been  visited  by  a  number  of  the  brethren 
here  present,  and  the  general  seatiment  appears  to  your  Committee  to  be, 
that  both  as  regards  accessibility,  healthfulness  and  the  beauty  of  position 
and  surroundings,  as  well  as  freedom  from  burdensome  conditions,  this  is 
the  most  desirable  site  which  has  yet  been  offered  to  the  Seminary. 

2.  A  second  duty  imposed  upon  the  Committee  was^the  preparation  of 
a  Charter,  together  with  a  Constitution  and  By*Laws,  which  were  to  be 
submitted  to  the  General  Council  at  the  present  Convention.  In  the 
preparation  of  these  important  papers,  your  Committee  met  with  unex¬ 
pected  difficulties,  resulting  mainly  from  the  relation  of  the  proposed 
Seminary  both  to  the  General  Council  and  the  Western  District  hynods 
belonging  to  it,  in  their  present  peculiar  situation.  Nor  will  it  be  in  the 
power  of  your  Committee  to  present  them  in  a  perfected  form,  until  cer- 
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tain  preliminary  principles  are  determined  by  this  Body,  and,  therefore, 
to  avoid  all  mistakes  for  the  future,  we  respectfully  submit  to  this  Conven¬ 
tion  the  following  questions  for  their  decision  : 

1.  Shall  the  site  of  the  proposed  Seminary  vest  absolutely  in  the 
General  Council  as  such,  or  in  a  Board  of  Directors,  who  shall  hold  it  in 
trust  for  the  said  institution  ? 

2.  Shall  the  doctrinal  basis  of  the  Theological  Seminary  be  identical 
in  language  with  that  of  this  General  Council,  and  the  oath  of  the  Pro¬ 
fessors  and  the  affirmation  of  the  Directors  in  entering  upon  their  office, 
be  made  to  correspond  exactly  with  it  ? 

3.  Shall  the  Professors  be  elected  by  the  General  Council,  or  by  the 
Directors  of  the  Seminary  ? 

4.  Shall  the  Directors  be  elected  by  the  General  Council  on  the  nomi¬ 
nation  of  the  District  Synods  sustaining  it,  or  by  the  remaining  members 
of  the  Board  ? 

5.  In  the  event  of  the  Augustana  Synod,  or  any  other  Synod  in  full 
connection  with  this  body,  resolving  to  transfer  their  Theological  Pro¬ 
fessor  or  Professors  to  the  proposed  Seminary  in  Chicago,  would  the 
General  Council,  in  case  it  elected  such  Professors  to  a  place  in  the  Faculty 
of  its  Seminary,  allow  such  Synod  or  Synods  to  assume  the  support  of 
their  own  Professors,  and  also  erect  upon  the  Seminary  grounds,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  necessary  buildings  for  pro¬ 
fessors’  residences  and  boarding  halls  for  students,  with  a  written  agree¬ 
ment,  that  in  case  of  any  subsequent  transfer  of  their  Professors  elsewhere, 
an  equitable  remuneration  be  made  for  the  improvements  they  might 
leave  behind  t 

In  concluding  this  report,  your  Committee  deem  it  their  duty  to  add, 
that  owing  to  the  great  distance  from  Chicago  at  which  most  of  the  com¬ 
mission  reside,  the  occasion  of  sickness  in  the  families  and  churches  of- 
several,  and  the  absence  of  brethren  whose  presence  was  necessary  at 
the  times  of  meeting  contemplated,  neither  the  whole  commission  nor  yet 
a  majority  could  be  called  together.  Under  these  circumstances,  a  sub¬ 
committee,  consisting  of  the  brethren  whose  names  are  annexed,  met 
several  times  in  Chicago,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  resolutions  of 
the  last  Council  into  effect.  If  the  Commission  is  continued,  we  hope  to 
be  more  successful  in  obtaining  a  full  meeting,  than  during  the  past  year. 

W.  A.  Passayant, 
Erland  Carlson, 
Frank  Richards. 


Received. 
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The  questions  proposed  in  the  above  report  were  answered  as 
follows  : 

Question  1.  The  site  of  the  proposed  Theological  Seminary  at 
Chicago  shall  vest  in  the  General  Council. 

Question  2.  In  the  affirmative. 

Question  3.  The  Professors  shall  be  elected  by  the  General 
Council. 

Question  4.  The  Directors  shall  be  elected  by  the  General 
Council  on  the  nomination  of  the  District  Synods  uniting  in  sus¬ 
taining  the  Seminary  ;  each  Synod  nominating  clerical  and  lay 
Directors  in  such  ratio  as  the  General  Council  shall  from  time  to 
time  determine. 

Question  5.  In  the  affirmative;  with  the  understanding  that  the 
sentence  “in  case  it  elected  such  Prof  'essors  to  a  place  in  the  Faculty 
of  its  Seminary be  changed  so  as  to  read,  “in  case  it  confirmed 
the  election  of  such  Professors  to  a  place  in  the  Faculty  of  its  Semi¬ 
nary.  ” 

Resolved ,  That  the  whole  matter,  with  these  instructions,  be  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  commission  appointed  at  the  last  Convention. 

Charter  of  the  Ceneral  Council. 

Resolved ,  That  the  President,  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treas¬ 
urer  be  a  Committee  to  secure  a  Charter  for  the  General  Council. 

Report  of  Committee  to  draft  Constitutions  for  Synods  and 

Congregations. 

The  Committee  to  draft  Constitutions  respectfully  submits  published 
copies  of  the  Constitution  prepared  for  Congregations. 

The  Constitution  for  Synods  is  in  an  advanced  stage  of  completion. 

Your  Committee  respectfully  calls  attention  to  the  importance  of  the 
work  entrusted  to  it,  and  asks  that  the  General  Council  designate  some 
time  for  the  full  consideration  of  these  Constitutions. 

Received. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Constitutions  for  Synods  and  Congregations 
be  sent  to  the  District  Synods  for  examination,  and  that  they  be 
requested  to  send  any  suggestions  they  may  make  to  the  Committee. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  By-Laws  for  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Council,  the  following 
report  is  respectfully  submitted  : 
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(a)  Revs.  J.  L.  Stirewalt*  John  Rugan  and  W.  P.  Ruth rauff  have 
been  in  the  immediate  service  of  your  Committee  within  the  past  year. 

1.  Rev.  Stirewalt,  as  Missionary  Agent  for  the  State  of  Indiana, 
has  been  prosecuting  his  work  with  seal  and  efficiency  since  the  last  Con¬ 
vention  of  this  body.  A  number  of  vacant  and  hitherto  disconnected 
congregations  have  been  formed  into  Charges  and  supplied  with  Pastors. 
To  other  destitutions  the  Word  and  Sacraments  have  been  carried,  and 
in  new  fields  explorations  have  been  made,  and  steps  taken  toward  the 
organization  of  congregations.  Your  Committee  confidently  expects  a 
rich  harvest  to  be  gathered  from  the  toils  of  the  year  in  South-eastern 
Indiana  and  South-western  Ohio. 

2.  At  its  Convention,  in  1869,  the  Synod  of  Illinois  transferred  the  St. 
James  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Vandalia,  Ill.,  to  the  care  of  the 
Home  Mission  Committee  of  the  General  Council.  The  trust  was  accept¬ 
ed,  and  Rev.  J.  Rugan  appointed  Missionary,  his  appointment  to  date 
from  Nov.  1st,  1869. 

With  his  usual  earnestness,  and  with  very  encouraging  success,  Rev. 
Rugan  prosecuted  his  work  in  this  important  and  flourishing  city.  But 
sickness  entered  his  household.  Himself  was  struck  of  the  Icy  Hand, 
Aug  29th,  1870.  He  sleeps  in  Jesus.  u  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die 
in  the  Lord  from  henceforth ;  yea,  saitli  the  Spirit,  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labors  $  and  their  works  do  follow  them.” 

He  was  a  good  man  and  true.  His  memory  will  be  precious  to  the 
Church.  His  bereaved  family  has  our  sincerest  sympathies,  and  for  the 
sorrowing  congregation  our  prayers  and  efforts  are,  that  the  Great  Head 
of  His  Church  will  make  supply  for  this  post  which  he  has  caused  to  be 
vacated. 

3.  At  Akron,  Ohio,  after  a  number  of  toilsome  journeys,  amid  anxie¬ 
ties  and  difficulties,  the  Trinity  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  December,  1869,  with  twenty-five  members.  Subscriptions  were 
also  taken  to  secure  a  lot  for  church  purposes,  and  for  the  erection  of  a 
church. 

The  congregation  united  with  your  Committee  in  a  call  to  Rev.  W.  Pt 
Ruthrauff,  as  Missionary  Agent  for  Eastern  Ohio,  and  Pastor  of  the  new 
organization.  With  April,  1870,  Rev.  Ruthrauff  entered  upon  his  work, 
and,  under  serious  disadvantages,  continues  its  hopeful  and  sucessful  pros¬ 
ecution. 

Alliance,  Ohio,  has  aEo  been  visited,  and  steps  taken  in  the  interest  of 
the  Church  at  that  rapidly  developing  rail  road  eentre. 

(&)  As  far  as  possible,  your  Committee  has  also  co-operated  with  the 
Mission  Executives  of  the  different  District  Synods  in  furthering  our 
common  cause. 
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1.  The  officers  of  the  Minnesota  Synod  made  distribution  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  funds  passing  through  the  hands  of  your  Committee,  among  Revs, 
Nordeck,  Richter,  Jahn,  Fry  and  Renter.  At  St.  Anthony;  at  Water- 
toton,  Janesville,  Kassel,  Buffalotown,  Winstead  and  Lake  Howard  in 
Wright  and  M’Leod  counties;  at  Salem  and  in  a  number  of  other  settle¬ 
ments,  these  brethren  have  supplied  our  people  with  the  means  of  grace. 
New  districts  have  also  been  explored,  with  many  dangers  and  self-de¬ 
nials,  and  very  substantial  results  toward  the  development  of  our  work 
among  the  Herman  outposts  in  Minnesota,  have  been  secured. 

2.  Through  Rev.  E  Norelius,  of  the  Minnesota  Conference  of  the  Au- 
gustana  Synod,  the  generous  contribution  of  a  friend  to  the  Missions,  was 
expended  largely  in  the  exploration  of  new  fields  by  Revs.  P.  Beckman 
and  P.  A.  Cederstam. 

In  Meeker  and  Kandiyohi  counties,  Minnesota,  the  very  numerous 
Swedish  settlements  were  visited.  At  Tripolis,  a  ten  acre  lot  for  church 
purposes,  with  a  subscription  toward  a  church  edifice,  has  been  secured. 
At  Grass  Lake,  in  Kandiyohi  county,  there  are  good  prospects  for  a  large 
congregation.  A  ten  acre  lot  for  church  purposes  has  been  secured.  So, 
also,  at  Genesee,  a  similar  lot  and  subscriptions  for  a  new  church.  Ser¬ 
vices  are  held  at  Willmar,  Beckville,  Litchfield  and  Acton. 

On  the  Upper  St.  Croix  river,  in  Burnett  county,  Wisconsin  ;  in  the 
northern  part  of  Chisago  county,  Minnesota ;  along  the  Lake  Superior 
Rail  Road  and  the  Lake  Superior  shore,  are  many  promising  Swedish 
settlements,  blastings,  Aftore,  MainsValley,  Trade  Lake,  Cambridge,  Fish 
Lake,  Rushabee,  &c.,  have  been  visited,  and  initiatory  work  done.  Signal 
blessings  have  attended  these  mission  journeys  and  labors. 

3.  Rev.  M.  C.  Horine  receives,  since  September  last,  a  partial  support 
from  your  Committee.  He  is  stationed  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  a  mission  cf 
the  English  District  Synod  of  Ohio.  Zanesville  is  a  thriving  and  vevy 
important  place,  and  your  Committee  congratulates  the  Church  upon  the 
establishment  of  this  Mission  with  a  beginning  so  auspicious. 

4.  The  Missions  within  the  Canada  Synod,  hitherto  aided  by  the 
Pittsburgh  Synod,  have  been  transferred  to  the  General  Councils  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  on  Home  Missions.  The  Church  of  Mercy,  Chicago,  Ill., 
the  organizations  at  Nashville  and  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  have  also  been 
placed  under  the  care  of  your  Committee  by  the  Pittsburgh  Synod. 

The  past,  at  these  several  points,  has  been  abundantly  fruitful,  and 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  even  richer  measures  will  crown  the 
faithful  toil  of  the  future. 

Your  Committee  has  given  not  a  little  of  time  and  effort  to  promote 
the  union  and  co-operation  of  the  several  Synods  in  one  general  plan  of 
missionary  labor.  The  u  Plan”  submitted  to  the  General  Council  at  the 
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Pittsburgh  Convention  is  now  that  substantially  upon  which  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Synod,  the  Pittsburgh,  the  English  District,  Ohio,  the  Augustana 
and  the  Canada  Synods,  carry  on  their  Mission  work. 

Several  Synods  have  been  visited  by  members  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee.  Attention  was  called  to,  and  an  interest  awakened  anew  in  the 
pressing  Mission  work,  which  the  Lord  Jesus  has  committed  to  our 
Church  in  this  Western  World,  and  which  fidelity  to  her  Head  and  his 
pure  Faith  imperiously  call  her  vigorously  to  perform. 

(di)  The  Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  the  English 
District  Synod,  and  the  Michigan  Synod  have  complied  with  the  sug¬ 
gestion  of  the  General  Council  at  the  Chicago  Convention.  One-fifth 
of  their  Home  Mission  collections  will  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  desired  that  all  the  Synods  would  in  like  manner 
make  provision  for  the  supply  of  funds  necessary  to  the  efficient  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  our  immense  Home  Mission  work. 

(e)  Your  Committee  also  calls  special  attention  to  11  Second  Conven¬ 
tion/’  p.  19,  By-Law  7  :  11  All  District  Synods  connected  loith  this  body 
shall  present  to  the  officers  of  this  Committee  an  Annual  Report  of  their 
Mission  operations ,  to  he  incorporated  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  to  the  General  Council .” 

It  is  a  source  of  sincere  regret  that  non-compliance  with  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  By-Law  renders  it  impossible  for  your  Committee  to  notice, 
as  its  extent  demands,  the  work  done  in  behalf  of  Missions  by  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Synods  of  the  General  Council. 

In  the  hope  that  a  more  complete  summary  will  be  hereafter  rendered, 
the  annexed  is  submitted  : 

* 

MINISTERIUM  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  following  Missions,  including  the  Philadelphia  City  Missions,  were 
under  the  care  of  this  Synod  during  the  year  ending  Trinity  Sunday, 
1870,  viz.:  Norristown;  New  Germany  and  Fruitland;  White  Haven; 
Newark;  Stroudsburg;  Jersey  Shore;  Trenton;  Williamsport;  Millville; 
Germania;  Bloomsburg;  Mt.  Holly;  Milford;  Lambertville;  Woodbury; 
Riverside;  Montoursville ;  St.  Peter’s,  Philadelphia;  St.  Stephen’s,  West 
Philadelphia  ;  Christ  Church,  Chestnut  Hill ;  St.  Thomas,  Germantown  ; 
Trinity,  Nicetown  ;  and  Emanuel’s,  Frankford. 

The  sum  of  $8,649.75  was  paid  in  carrying  on  this  work.  Five  mission 
fields,  including  eight  congregations,  became  self  sustaining  during  the 
year. 

Twelve  missionaries  were  employed  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
synodical  year.  Eight  congregations  were  still  to  be  provided  for. 

The  collections  for  Missions  in  the  vacant  fields  visited  by  the  Super¬ 
intendent  amounted  to  $130  24. 
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The  Superintendent  reports  that  he  baptized  sixteen  persons,  confirmed 
eleven,  and  administered  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ten.  He  also  states  that  “  the  condition  of  the  Missions,  as 
presented  in  the  reports  of  the  missionaries,  or  as  ascertained  by  personal 
inspection,”  is  u  encouraging.” 

NEW  YORK  MINISTERIUM. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  New  York  Ministerium,  it  appears  that,  during 
last  year,  eleven  missionaries  were  employed,  at  a  cost  of  $1,050.  Reports 
received  from  Cornhill,  Utica,  the  English  Mission  in  Rochester,  East 
Brooklyn,  Liverpool,  East  Webster,  and  Port  Clinton,  show  these  Missions 
in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  and  of  some  the  hope  is  entertained  that 
they  will  soon  be  self-sustaining. 

Pastor  H.  Yoss  has  been  laboring  as  travelling  missionary  at  different 
points  along  the  line  of  the  Erie  Railroad. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  number  of  the  scattered  members  of  our 
Lutheran  Zion  along  the  line  of  this  road  in  the  State  of  New  York,  as 
well  as  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New  Jersey,  it  is 
very  desirable  that  the  Ministerium  take  early  steps  to  break  the  bread  of 
life  to  these  destitute  brethren. 

PITTSBURGH  SYNOD. 

During  the  year  ending  October  1st,  1870,  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  has 
paid  for  Mission  work  the  sum  of  five  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten 
dollars  and  seventy-six  cents.  Under  her  care  Revs.  J.  A.  Kribbs,  L.  H. 
Gschwind,  H.  W.  Roth,  F.  Richards,  J.  Q.  Waters,  J.  M.  Long,  W.  F. 
Ulery,  J.  Heckel,  M.  Schweigert,  S.  H.  Swingle,  II.  E.  Jacobs,  W.  0. 
Wilson,  G.  C.  Frederich  and  J.  Fritz  have  done  missionary  work. 

In  the  Missions  of  this  Synod,  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  infant  bap¬ 
tisms  have  been  performed,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  persons  re¬ 
ceived  to  Church  fellowship.  Two  new  churches  have  been  erected ;  one 
church  building  greatly  improved ;  the  debts  on  several  church  proper¬ 
ties  largely  reduced;  four  lots,  at  different  points,  secured  for  church 
purposes,  on  one  of  which  is  a  small  building  used  for  regular  services ; 
several  new  fields  entered,  and  work  done  preparatory  to  organization. 

There  are  a  number  of  vacant  places  which,  through  lack  of  laborers, 
have  not  been  supplied.  The  Missionary  President,  in  his  annual  re¬ 
port,  says :  “Although  all  that  was  proposed  a  year  ago  has  not  been  ac¬ 
complished,  yet  we  thankfully  acknowledge  that,  by  the  Divine  blessing, 
a  goodly  measure  of  success  has  attended  the  labors  of  our  self-denying 
missionaries.” 

Money  expended  on  missionaries,  $5,310.76;  missionaries  employed, 
fourteen ;  regular  services  held  at  twenty-five  different  places. 

i 
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ENGLISH  DISTRICT  SYNOD  OF  OHIO. 

The  Missionary  President  reports  three  Missions  under  the  care  of  this 
Synod,  during  the  synodical  year  ending  Aug.  4,  1870.  They  include 
five  congregations,  at  Lima,  Elida  and  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  in  Shelby 
county,  Indiana.  Two  of  them  are  now  supplied  with  pastors.  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  sixty-five  dollars  were  expended  in  their  support,  and  seven 
hundred  dollars  were  appropriated  for  the  present  year. 

The  Synod  has  adopted  the  “ Plan  of  Action  ”  proposed  by  the  General 
Council,  for  the  government  of  its  missionary  operations.  In  order  also 
to  prosecute  more  vigorously  this  and  other  work  of  the  Church,  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  “  to  make  a  careful  estimate  of  all  the  Synodical  ex¬ 
penses  for  the  current  year,  and  apportion  the  amount  among  the  several 
pastoral  charges  in  proportion  to  their  strength.” 

AUGUSTANA  SYNOD  (SWEDISH). 

The  Mission  work  of  this  Synod  during  the  past  year  has  been  carried 
on  in  several  States,  especially  in  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Kansas.  Missouri, 
Iowa  and  Michigan. 

Rev.  S.  G.  Larson  has  been  laboring  at  Omaha  and  other  places  in 
Nebraska  during  the  entire  year.  He  organized  several  congregations  in 
this  field,  to  which  he  still  ministers. 

Rev.  P.  A.  Cederstam  was  engaged  part  of  the  year  as  travelling  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Minnesota;  and  Rev.  S.  P.  A.  Lindahl  in  Kansas  and  Mis¬ 
souri,  where  several  new  congregations  were  organized.  Other  pastors 
have  also  made  shorter  missionary  tours  among  their  widely  scattered 
countrymen. 

The  Synod  expended  the  sum  of  twelve  hundred  and  sixty  one  dollars 
in  this  work,  part  of  which  they  were  compelled  to  meet  by  a  loan.  At 
the  last  Synodical  Convention  a  more  systematic  plan  for  carrying  on 
missionary  operations  was  adopted ;  and  the  different  Conferences  are 
now  working  vigorously  with  the  Executive  Committee,  on  this  plan,  in 
bearing  the  Word  and  Sacraments  to  the  great  number  of  Swedes  who  are 
fast  settling  in  almost  every  State  in  the  Union. 

MINNESOTA  SYNOD. 

The  President,  in  his  annual  report,  refers  to  the  fact  that  Pastors  A. 
Wolf  and  F.  L.  Frey  have  been  engaged  in  thoroughly  exploring  desti¬ 
tute  portions  of  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  their  experience  confirms  the 
necessity  of  increased  activity  in  the  cause  of  Missions,  both  as  regards 
men  and  means. 

Report  accepted  and  adopted  as  a  whole. 
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Contingent  Fund. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  apply  to  the  sev¬ 
eral  Ireasurers  of  the  District  Synods,  for  the  amount  due  by  their 
respective  Synods  to  the  Contingent  Fund  of  the  General  Council. 

The  President  announced  the  following  appointments  : 

t 

ARCHIVARIUS. 

Rev.  C.  F.  Schaeffer,  D.  D. 

GERMAN  CHURCH  ROOK  COMMITTEE. 

Rov.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  Chairman ,  Rev.  S.  Fritschel, 

“  A.  Spaeth,  u  G.  Grossmann, 

Rev.  A.  T.  Geissenliainer. 

• 

Next  Convention. 

Resolved ,  That  we  accept  the  invitation  to  hold  the  next  Con¬ 
vention  in  the  First  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Ro¬ 
chester,  N.  Y.,  Rev.  F.  V.  Rosenberg,  Pastor. 

Resolved ,  That  Thursday,  Nov.  2,  A.  D.  1871,  be  the  time 
fixed  for  the  meeting  of  the  next  Convention. 


Thanhs . 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Council  be  tendered 
to  the  pastors  and  members  of  the  congregation  of  St.  Peter’s 
Church,  for  the  favors  and  kindness  extended  by  them  in  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  this  body. 

Adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Council  be  returned 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad;  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  & 
Chicago  Railway ;  the  Pan  Handle  Railroad ;  the  Columbus  & 
Hocking  Valley  Railroad;  the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincinnati  & 
Indianapolis  Railway  ;  and  the  Cincinnati  &  Muskingum  Valley 
Railroad  ;  and  also  to  the  Press,  for  very  substantial  favors  shown 
this  body. 
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The  Minutes. 

Resolved ,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  Minutes  be  printed 
in  English  and  German. 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegation  of  the  Augustana  Synod  (Swedish) 
be  requested  to  have  an  abstract  of  the  Minutes  translated  and 
published  in  the  Swedish  papers,  and  that  a  proper  remuneration 
be  paid  for  this  work. 

Closing  Exercises. 

At  10  o’clock,  P.  M.  the  Convention  adjourned.  The  President 
and  English  Secretary  conducted  the  closing  liturgical  services,  in 
which  a  part  of  Luther’s  Hymn,  “  Ein’  feste  Burgist  unser  Gott,” 
was  sung. 

SAMUEL  LAIRD, 

English  Secretary  of  the  Ceneral  Council. 
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Religious  Services 

Were  held  during  the  Convention  and  sermons  preached,  as 
follows  : 

St.  Peter  s  Church. 

Wednesday  evening,  November  2,  Rev.  S.  Laird,  English. 
Thursday  A.  M.,  November  8,  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Sup¬ 
per  was  administered.  Sermon  in  English  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer, 
E.  E.,  and  Communion  Address  in  German  by  Rev.  A.  Spaeth. 
Thursday  evening,  German  service,  Rev.  G.  Yorberg. 

Friday  evening,  English  service,  Rev.  E.  Greenwald,  E.  D. 
Saturday  evening,  German  service,  Rev.  H.  Boetticher. 

Sunday  A.  M.,  English  service,  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  L).  E. 

Sunday  P.  M.,  German  service,  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel. 

Sunday  evening,  English  service,  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  E.  E. 

On  Sunday  morning  a  Sunday  School  service  was  held,  at  which 
several  addresses  were  delivered. 

Monday  evening,  addresses  on  Education  by  Revs.  J.  H.  Sieker 
and  G.  F.  Krotel,  E.  E. 

Tuesday  evening,  addresses  on  Missions  by  Revs.  S.  K.  Brobs^ 
and  W.  A.  Passavant,  E.  E. 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church. 

Sunday  P.  M.,  Rev.  R.  Hill. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Sunday  A.  M.,  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  E.  E. 

Sunday  evening,  Rev.  H.  W.  Roth. 

English  Lutheran  Church  ( General  Synod). 

Sunday  A.  M.,  Rev.  W.  P.  Ruthrauff. 

Sunday  evening,  Rev.  J.  Fry. 

Presbyterian  Church. 

Sunday  morning,  Rev.  R.  Hill. 


Appendix  A.  Statistics  of  District  Synods. 
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Appendix  B. 

0 

Thomas  H.  Lane,  in  Account  with  Home  Mission  Fund  of 

Gceneral  Council. 

1S69.  Dr. 

November  1  To  balance  as  ner  former  statement, . . .  ...$593  52 

1870. 

To  Cash  received  from — 

Feb.  25  Eev.  J.  A.  Eoof  for  certificates . 42  45 

28  11  F.  G.  Zuemer,  Melrose,  N.  Y .  8  70 

l!  “  Mr.  G.  W,  Deickman,  Vandalia,  Ill.  . .  8  00 

Mar.  9  Eev.  N.  T.  Winquist, . .  10  00 

Apr.  5  Mr.  P.  Blomstrand, . 9  25 

“  “  Bible  Class  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  West  Phila .  5  00 

“  “  Eev.  D.  Sparks,  Stone  Creek,  0 .  8  50 

“  16  Mr.  H.  Sheafer,  Maysville,  Pa .  2  65 

“  “  Eev.  S.  S.  Lawson,  Leesville,  0 .  18  00 

“  “  “  D.  Earhart,  Pardee,  Kansas, .  13  00 

“  11  “  J.  P.  Hentz,  Somerset,  Pa .  1  00 

“  “  “  D.  Sparks,  Stone  Creek,  0 .  10  00 

May  7  Eev*.  A.  L.  Benze,  Warren,  Pa .  14  00 

“  l:  Bible  Class  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  West  Phila .  1  00 

11  9  Mrs,  Eliza  Passavant, .  30  00 

“  “  Miss.  Zeiia  Passavant, .  10  00 

“  11  Eev.  A.  H.  Waters, .  10  00 

“  11  Mr.  Albert  Getz,  St.  Peter’s  S.  S.  Lancaster,  0 .  15  00 

“  20  Eev.  E.  Smith,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Pa .  11  50 

June  6  Eev.  Jacob  Singer, . . .  26  00 

Communion  col.  St.  A.  Ch.,  UniontownO.  $10  31 
“  “  Jerusalem  Ch.,  Morgan  Co.  O.  8  63 

11  11  St.  Paul’s,  Eoseville,  0 .  3  00 

il  “  Certificates .  4  06 

“  10  Eev.  J.  Sarver,  Leechburg,  Pa .  5  25 

“  “  Mr.  T.  B.  Both,  Phillipsburg,  Pa .  10  00 

“  13  Mr.  B.  F.  Weyman,  Pittsburgh,  Pa . 5  00 

11  24  S.  S.  of  Ch.  of  Transfiguration,  Potstown.  Pa  .  20  00 

“  “  Eev.  J.  A.  Kunkleman,  from  a  little  girl,  .  5  00 

25  J.  A.  Eoof,  Zion’s  E.  Luth,  Ch.  Harrison  Co.,  0 .  10  82 

u  l(  11  “  St.  James,  Fairview,  Ohio . 10  57 

11  “  “  “  Salem,  Jefferson  Co,  Ohio, .  9  47 

July  1  S.  S.  of  1st  Eng.  Ev.  Luth.  Ch.,  Pittsburgh,  .  6  05 

“  11  per  hands  of  Eev.  Prof.  H.  W.  Both, . 55  65 

From  Eev.  J.  Q.  Waters, .  $3  09 

“  “  Kitzmiller, . 1  00 

“  11  H.  J.  H.  Lemcke,. .  1  75 

“  ‘l  H.  Weicksell, .  1  00 

u  Mr.  Chas.  B.  Geisenhainer, .  2  00 

“  Mrs.  Brobaum, . 2  00 

“  Eev.  J.  Yogelbach, . . .  2  00 

“  “  J.  H.  Smith, .  1  00 

“  “  J.  W.  Early, .  1  25 

“  “  Dr.  Mohldenke, . 7  75 

“  “  D.  Sparks, .  8  00 

“  “  Prof.  H.  E.  Jacobs, .  2  00 

“  “  C.  F.  W.  Eechenberg . . .  1  78 

“  “  L.  H.  Gerndt, . 14  93 

“  “  Sundry  sales  Certificates .  6  10 
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July  28  Rev.  B.  F.  Apple,  Stone  Ch.  Pa., . $31  25 

Oct.  5  “  A.  G.  Setterdahl,  Knoxville,  Ill . . .  8  50 

Sept.  14  “  A.T.  Geisenhainer,  Penna.  Synod  appropriation  250  00 

“  26  Pittsburgh  Synod  appropriation,*  per  Mr.  W.  P.  \  oaa  aa 

Weyman,  Treasurer, .  f 

Oct.  28  Rev.  A.  T.  Geisenhainer,  Penna.  Synod  appropriation  250.  00 

“  <£  Balance  overdrawn, .  36  80 

- $1,861,93 

1869.  Or. 

By  Cash  paid — 

Dec.  1  Rev.  J.  L.  Stirewalt  for  one  quarter’s  salary  $125  00  )  g,- 

Travelling  expenses .  28  67  /  ^ 

“  “  Rev.  E.  bTorelius  for  Minnesota  Conference, .  100  00 

1870. 

Jan.  20  “  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  travelling  expenses...  15  00 

“  24  “  J.  H.  Sieker,... .  . .  200  00 

Apr.  19  “  J.  L.  Stirewalt, .  122  12 

“  “  “  Dr.  Passavant,  travelling  expenses, . 6  00 

lt  “  “  Sami.  Laird,  “  “  .  6  00 

May  9  “  John  Rugan,  one  quarter’s  salary .  50  00 

“  18  “  J.  H.  Sieker,  “  “  .  100  00 

££  “  11  John  Rugan,  “  ££  .  50  00 

££  “  “  G.  A.  Wenzell’s travelling  expenses, .  5  75 

June  23  ££  J.  L.  Stirewalt,  one  quarter’s  salary, .  110  25 

July  5  ££  Prof.  H.  W.  Roth,  expense  incurred  distrib- 1  Q  .. 

uting  Certificates, . / 

££  22  “  Dr.  Passavant,  travelling  expenses, .  21  40 

Aug.  1  ££  W.  P.  Ruthrauff,  one  quarter’s  salary  and)  cc 

travelling  expenses, . J 

Sept.  1  “  J.  L.  Stirewalt,  one  quarter’s  salary  and  trav- 1  „r 

elling  expenses, . / 

“  “  ££  J.  Rugan,  one  quarter’s  salary .  50  00 

“  ££  11  J.  H.  Sieker, .  100  00 

11  21  Mrs.  J. Rugan,  one  qrs.  sal’y  due  Rev.  J. Rugan,  dec’d  50^00 

££  26  Rev.  Dr.  Passavant,  Canada  Mission, .  300  00 

“  28  “  W. P. Ruthrauff,  one  quarter’s  salary  and  trav- 1  -,0o  aa 

elling  expenses,  . . }  133  00 

- $1,861.93 
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MINUTES. 


The  Fifth  Convention  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangel¬ 
ical  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  assembled  in  Zion’s  First  Ger¬ 
man  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  Rochester,  New  York,  Rev. 
F.  von  Rosenberg,  Pastor,  on  Thursday,  November  2,  A.  D.  1871. 
In  the  morning  the  service  preparatory  to  the  Holy  Communion 
was  held,  when  Rev.  C.  Volz  preached.  In  the  afternoon  the 
main  service  was  held,  and  the  opening  sermon  delivered  by  Rev, 
A.  Spaeth,  from  2  Cor.  2  : 14-17,  after  which  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered. 


First  Session. 


Zion’s  First  Ger.  Ev.  Luth.  Cii.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,\ 
Thursday,  Nov.  2,  7%  P.  M.,  A.  D.  1871.  J 

The  first  business  session  of  the  Council  was  opened  by  the 
President,  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  with  the  Morning  Service  of 
the  Church  Rjok. 

The  Roll  of  the  Synods  was  called,  and  the  certificates  of  dele¬ 
gates  presented,  showing  the  appointment  of  the  following  persons  : 


EGISTER. 


I.  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and  Adja 

cent  States. 


Organized ,  Trinity  Sunday ,  A.  D.  1748. 


MINISTERS. 

Rev.  0.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D., 

“  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 

“  13.  M.  Schmucker,  D.  D., 

“  A.  Spaeth, 

“  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D., 

“  J.  Fry, 

“  J.  A.  KunkelmaD, 

“  E.  Belibur, 

“  G.  A.  Iliuterleitner. 


DAYMEN. 

S.  Gross  Fry, 

L.  L.  Iioupt, 

H.  Trexler, 

Paul  P.  Keller, 

L.  K.  Stein,  M.  D., 
H.  Lehman, 

E.  Brendliuger, 

C.  Pretz, 

F.  S.  Berndt, 

A.  W.  Potteiger. 


II.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Hew  York  and  Adjacent  States 

and  Countries. 


Rev.  C.  Yolz, 

“  G.  Vorberg, 

“  C.  II.  Thomsen, 
“  C.  L.  Knapp. 


Organized ,  1787. 

F.  Sehack, 

G.  II.  Moeller, 
Geo.  Kuey, 
Peter  P.  Keller. 


III.  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  cf  Ohio. 

Organized ,  Trinity  Sunday ,  183fi. 

Rev.  A.  N.  Bartholomew.  S.  L.  Baker. 


IV.  Pittsburgh  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 
Organized ,  January  15,  1845. 

Rev.  H.  W.  Roth,  A.  Hertzel, 

“  S.  Laird,  L.  Kim. 

“  \Y.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D. 

“  G.  A.  Wenzel, 

“  W.  P.  Ruthrauff, 

II.  E.  Jacobs. 
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V.  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  District  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  Adjacent 

States. 

Organized ,  August ,  1857. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling,  G.  G.  Reck,  M.  D., 

“  G.  A.  Bruegel,  M.  Keffer. 

“  E.  Smith. 


VI.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Michigan  and  Other  States. 


Rev.  S.  Klingman. 


Organized ,  1858. 


VII.  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Augustana  Synod  (Swedish). 

Organized ,  June  5,  1860. 

Rev.  J,  Swensson, 

“  E.  Carlson, 

“  C.  0.  Hultgren. 


VIII.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Canada. 

Organized ,  Julg,  1861. 

Rev.  J.  Fishburn,  W.  Eckhart. 

“  F.  Ehinger. 

IX.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Texas. 
Organized ,  November  8,  1851. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Lieb,  a.  e. 


WITH  PRIVILEGE  OF  DEBATE. 

I.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa. 
Organized ,  1854. 

Rev.  S.  Fritschel. 


II.  Rorwegian-Danish- Augustana  Synod. 
Organized ,  1860. 


Rev.  O.  J.  Hatlestad. 


JlAMES  OF  yiSITING  p LERGYMEN  ^RESENT. 

Rev.  H.  C.  Kaehler,  Rev.  C.  Koerner, 

“  L.  IT.  Gerndt,  “  F.  Richards. 

“  J.  H.  Baden, 


a.  e.  Absent  and  excused. 
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The  President  read  the  following  report : 

President’s  Report. 

Beloved  Brethren  : 

The  correspondence  connected  with  the  presidency  of  this  body,  dar¬ 
ing  the  past  Synodical  year,  makes  it  proper  for  me  to  lay  before  you  the 
subjects  of  interest  connected  with  the  attendant  documents. 

I.  The  General  Lutheran  Conference  at  Leipsic. 

This  body,  which  met  at  Leipsic,  June  7th  of  last  year,  received  Rev- 
Prof.  S.  Fritschel  with  the  utmost  cordiality,  and  through  him  sent  to  the 
General  Council  a  letter,  dated  June  10,  1870,  which  had  been  read  be 
fore  the  Conference,  and  by  it  approved,  and  which  expresses  great  inter¬ 
est  in  the  General  Council  and  warm  sympathy  with  it.  (Doc.  I.) 

II.  The  Castle  Garden  Mission. 

A  letter  was  received,  dated  Dec.  16,  1870,  in  which  the  question  of 
the  disposition  of  the  Samaritan  Herberge  was  submitted  to  the  officers 
of  the  General  Council.  They  declined  accepting  for  the  Council  a  re¬ 
sponsibility  which  it  had  not  authorized  them  to  assume. 

In  April,  1S71,  the  Committee  raised  the  question  whether  it  would 
be  lawful  for  them  to  increase  their  number.  The  decision  made  was, 
that  it  is  not  lawful.  In  the  same  month,  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Nehrbas,  in  place  of  Mr.  Moeller,  was  confirmed.  (Doc.  II.) 

III.  Withdrawal  of  Synods. 

By  a  letter  of  June  16,  1871,  the  withdrawal  of  the  Synod  of  Illinois 
from  this  body  was  officially  communicated. 

A  letter  of  June  26,  1871,  officially  communicated  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Synod  of  Minnesota. 

Both  withdrawals  are  based  upon  the  ground  that  the  utterances  of  the 
General  Council  on  the  “  Four  Points  ”  are  not  satisfactory  to  the  Synods 
concerned.  (Doc.  III.) 

Printing  of  the  German  Hymn  Book. 

A  letter  from  Sherman  &  Co.,  Oct.  24,  1871,  asks  for  information  as 
to  the  source  to  which  they  are  to  look  for  payment  of  their  bill  for 
printing  the  German  Hymn  Book,  prepared  by  a  Committee  of  this 
body.  (Doc.  IV.)  C.  P.  Krautii. 

Received  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  Committee. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers,  the  voting 
on  the  first  ballot  being  confined  to  the  election  of  a  President  and 
a  Treasurer. 
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Revs.  11.  E.  Jacobs  and  C.  H.  Thomsen,  and  Mr.  L.  L.  Houpt, 
were  appointed  tellers. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Convention  meet  daily  at  9  A.  M.  and  2 
P.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  11 J  A.  M.  and  5  P.  M. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  on  Foreign  Missions,  and  busi« 
ness  pertaining  thereto,  was  made  the  first  order  for  {Saturday 
afternoon. 

On  motion,  Saturday  evening  was  set  apart  for  services  con¬ 
nected  with  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  Monday  evening 
of  Home  Missions. 

The  tellers  reported  that  the  first  ballot  had  resulted  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  -  President. 

A  second  ballot  was  then  taken,  at  which  all  the  other  officers 
were  voted  for. 

Resolved ,  That  Friday  and  Saturday  mornings  be  devoted  to 
the  continuation  of  the  discussion  of  the  Theses  on  Justification, 
presented  at  the  last  Convention. 

The  tellers  announced  the  result  of  the  election  as  follows : 

Rev.  Samuel  Laird,  English  Recording  Secretary. 

Rev.  A.  Spaeth,  German  Recording  Secretary. 

Rev.  B.  M.  ScilMUCKER,  D.  D.,  English  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  German  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Rev.  E.  Carlson,  Sivedish  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry,  Treasurer. 

Mr.  Paul  P.  Keller  was  appointed  Treasurer,  to  serve  during 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Fry. 

The  Treasurer’s  accounts  were  presented  and  referred  to  the 
Auditing  Committee. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following  Com¬ 
mittees  : 

Auditing  Committee — Messrs.  L.  L.  Houpt,  G.  H.  Moeller  and  G.  G. 
Beck. 

Committee  on  President' s  Report — Revs.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  G.  Vorberg 
and  G.  W.  Mechling,  and  Messrs.  Peter  P.  Keller  and  W.  Eckhart. 

On  Minutes  of  District  Synods — Revs.  J.  A.  Kunkelman,  A.  N.  Bar¬ 
tholomew,  C.  0.  Hultgren  and  Dr.  Stein. 

On  Minutes  of  Last  Convention — Revs.  IT.  W.  Roth  and  G.  A.  Hin- 
terleitner,  and  Mr.  S.  L.  Baker. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Hinterleitner. 
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Second  Session, 

Friday,  Nov.  3,  9  A.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by  Rev.  S. 
Laird. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Norivegian -  Danish-  August  ana  Synod. 

A  communication  from  the  Norwegian-Danish-Augustana  Synod 
was  read,  stating  that  that  Synod  had  adopted  the  Fundamen¬ 
tal  Principles  of  Faith,  and  had  appointed  Rev.  0.  J.  Hatlestad 
and  Prof.  J.  Andersen  delegates  to  this  body. 

Resolved ,  That  the  privilege  of  debate  be  extended  to  the  del¬ 
egates  of  the  Nor.-Dan.-At:gustana  Synod,  and  that  the  Synod 
itself  be  received  as  an  integral  part  of  the  General  Council  when 
it  shall  have  adopted  the  Constitution. 

The  Theses  on  Justification,  presented  at  the  last  Convention, 
were  taken  up  for  discussion. 

The  third,  fourth  and  fifth  Theses  were  considered. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  II.  C.  Kaehler. 

Third  Session. 

Friday,  Nov.  3,  2  P.  M. 

The  opening  services  were  conducted  by  the  German  Secretary, 
Rev.  A.  Spaeth. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  the  New  York  Immigrant  Mission  presented 
the  following  Report : 

New  York  Immigrant  Mission . 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  in  Fourth  Convention  assembled,  at  Lan¬ 
caster,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  day  of  November,  1870,  to  take  charge  of  the 
Emigrant  Church  Mission  at  Castle  Garden,  in  New  York,  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  report  on  their  proceedings  and  the  status  of  the  Mission  en¬ 
trusted  to  their  care,  from  the  time  of  their  appointment  to  the  date  of 
this  report — a  period  of  almost  a  year — as  follows  : 
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In  the  name  of  God,  your  Committee,  as  they  verily  believe,  have  gone 
at  their  work  with  fervent  zeal,  and  have  made  a  prudent  and  careful  use 
of  all  the  means  placed  at  their  command.  In  the  course  of  the  year, 
your  full  Committee  have  held  eleven  sessions;  besides  these,  the  four 
members  residing  in  New  York — as  a  duly  appointed  sub-committee,  em¬ 
powered  to  act  within  certain  limits — have  held  four  meetings,  aggrega¬ 
ting  fifteen  sessions  during  the  year,  Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  call 
attention  to  the  following  particularly  important  transactions  : 

1.  A  suspicion  having  gained  ground  in  various  circles  that  the  Emi¬ 
grant  Mission  was  not  as  strict  and  thoroughly  honest  as  it  might  be, 
your  Committee,  in  order  to  avoid  even  all  evil  appearances,  deemed  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  unite  in  an  accurate  order  of  business,  those  rules  for  the  man¬ 
agement  of  business  which  had  already  been  deliberated  upon,  and  which 
particularly  instruct  the  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  the  Missionary,  to  an 
exact  performance  of  their  respective  duties.  (This  order  of  business 
will  be  found  with  the  papers.) 

2.  '/our  Committee  found  it  impossible  to  conduct  and  utilize  to  ad¬ 
vantage,  from  the  city  of  New  York  as  a  centre,  the  so-called  “  Samari¬ 
tan’s  Home,”  purchased  by  the  Missionary,  Rev.  R.  Neumann.  They 
thought  it  judicious,  therefore,  to  transfer  this  institution,  and  the  work 
therewith  connected,  to  a  separate  Managing  Board,  composed  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Lutheran  Churches  in  New  York,  and  thereby  place  it  in  a 
similar  position  with  the  projected  “  Emigrant  Home.”  A  negative 
reply  being  the  result  of  the  presentation  of  these  views  and  wishes  to 
the  reverend  presiding  officer  of  this  body,  your  Committee,  on  the  17th 
of  January,  resolved  to  sell  the  premises  belonging  to  the  “  Samaritan’s 
Home,”  in  Plainfield,  New  Jersey.  The  sub-committee  entrusted  with 
the  sale  were  able  to  report  at  the  following  meeting,  that  the  sale  had 
been  closed  on  the  8th  of  February  (see  minutes  of  March  13th),  and 
that  there  had  been  realized  therefrom  the  sum  of  $5,500,  being  $500 
more  than  had  been  paid  therefor.  A  mortgage  of  $2,500  still  encum¬ 
bering  the  property,  the  Treasurer  received  from  this  source  $3,000  cash. 

3.  The  premises,  No.  5  Battery  Place,  which  had  been  used  by  the 
Emigrant  Mission  since  its  organization,  were  unexpectedly  rented  to 
other  parties  early  in  last  March,  and  the  procuring  of  other  rooms  was 
thereby  necessitated.  A  valuable  and,  for  our  purposes,  most  suitable 
piece  of  property,  situated  at  the  foot  of  Broadway,  and  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Castle  Garden — No.  6  Bowling  Green — was  at  this  time  to  be 
had  at  a  comparatively  low  figure.  Your  Committee,  therefore,  in  their 
embarrassment,  made  an  effort  to  secure  these  desirable  premises.  Their 
first  attempt  proving  uusuccesful,  they  deemed  themselves  bound  to  re- 
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gard,  as  an  interposition  of  Divine  Providence,  the  offer  of  Missionary  W. 
Lobscheid,  to  collect  a  sufficient  amount  of  money,  should  your  Commit¬ 
tee  authorize  him  so  to  do..  The  aforenamed  gentleman,  who  had  pecu¬ 
liarly  valuable  connections  at  his  command,  expected  to  raise  the  sum 
in  strictly  American  circles.  Even  though  your  Committee,  as  a  whole, 
could  have  no  faith  in  the  success  of  the  scheme,  yet  the  trial  appeared 
a  duty,  especially  as,  in  the  worst  event,  only  a  cherished  hope  could  be 
disappointed,  and  the  sum  of  about  $100  for  printing,  &c.,  be  lost.  (See 
minutes,  23d  March.)  So  insurmountable  were  the  difficulties  besetting 
the  initial  steps  taken,  that  the  aforementioned  sum  was  actually  lost,  and 
the  collector,  three  months  after  his  engagement,  proceeded  on  his  jour¬ 
ney  to  China,  which  had  been  thus  interrupted. 

In  the  meanwhile  your  Committee,  in  accordance  with  the  plan  before 
mentioned,  had  hired  the  parlor  floor  of  No.  6  Bowling  Green,  at  a 
monthly  rental  of  $100,  beginning  from  May  1.  All  hope  of  purchasing 
the  property  being  gone,  your  Committee  considered  the  outlay  for  rent 
too  high,  in  contrast  with  the  unfortunately  very  small  income  of  the 
Mission,  and  they  therefore  resolved  to  make  another  change.  The  pres¬ 
ent  premises,  a  large  front  parlor,  No.  7  Broadway,  requires  a  rental  of 
but  $400  per  annum,  has  been  occupied  since  August  1st,  and  is  very  fa¬ 
vorably  located,  but  unfortunately  does  not  afford  sufficient  room  for  the 
purposes  of  divine  service. 

4.  At  the  last  meeting  of  your  Committee,  the  Bev.  It.  Neumann  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  yearly  report : 

Report  of  the  Missionary  attached  to  the  Enigrant  Mission,  to  Oet.  1)  1871. 

By  the  mercy  of  God,  the  Emigrant  Mission  has  passed  through  an¬ 
other  year.  May  He  bless  the  work  which  was  accomplished  during  that 
time.  May  He  cover  the  faults,  which  may  have  occurred,  with  Disgrace. 
We  offer  Him  our  most  heartfelt  praise  and  thanksgiving.  May  He 
countenance  the  full  scope  of  our  labors,  for  the  advancement  of  His 
glory. 

DIVINE  SERVICE. 

Divine  service  for  pilgrims  has  been  regularly  held  in  times  past.  To 
the  poorest  of  the  poor  the  Gospel  was  preached,  and  thus  was  their  en¬ 
trance  into  their  new  u  fatherland  ”  doubly  blessed.  Recognizing  this, 
they  have  often  shown  their  thorough  appreciation  and  gratitude  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  as  we  received  the  fervent  grasp  of  the  grateful  hand. 
The  vicinity  began  to  send  its  listeners  more  and  more.  At  our  last  cele¬ 
bration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  we  had  25  communicants  composed  of  such 
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members.  Since  that  time  the  attendance  at  the  service  has  fallen  off, 
through  the  loss  of  our  old  hall,  which  had  already  become  familiar  to 
them.  Finally,  on  account  of  the  exorbitant  rent  of  No.  6,  Bowling 
Green,  it  had  to  be  given  up  altogether.  For  the  last  two  months  and  a 
half  it  has  been  suspended  owing  to  lack  of  room.  The  worst  which 
could  have  befallen  us  has  thus  happened.  During  this  period  there  were 
16  baptisms,  29  marriage  ceremonies,  3  funerals,  and  70  partakers  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL. 

A  Sunday  School  was  connected  with  the  services,  consisting  of  about 
25  children,  and  besides  these  there  were  often  present  youthful  immi¬ 
grants,  who  for  the  first  time  in  this  country  heard  their  old  German 
hymns  repeated,  and  other  new  songs  in  the  English  language.  The 
Sunday  School  therefore  encountered  the  parent  immediately  upon 
his  arrival,  and  whatever  he  seemed  to  lack  in  comprehending  its 
scope  and  usefulness,  was  at  once  practically  explained.  I  was  mainly 
assisted  in  this  field  by  Mr.  Schaffer,  who  aided  me  Sunday  after  Sunday 
so  zealously  and  faithfully  that  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  com¬ 
mendation.  Our  last  Sunday  School  festival  was  held  at  Silver  Lake, 
Staten  Island  Since  that  time  the  Sunday  School  has  been  discontinued, 
with  the  services,  for  want  of  suitable  accommodations. 

CHAPEL. 

It  is  one  of  the  most  deplorable  facts,  that  at  the  great  landing  place 
there  is  no  Evangelical  Lutheran  Chapel,  and  now  not  even  a  place  where 
Divine  Service  may  be  held,  either  for  the  benefit  of  the  immigrating 
strangers,  or  the  many  residents  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  who  derive 
their  support  from  business  transactions  with  the  immigrants.  If  any¬ 
where  in  this  country,  then  here  on  this  spot  there  should  be  a  Taberna¬ 
cle  of  the  Lord,  whose  light  and  strength  should  permeate,  as  a  sort  of 
leaven,  the  masses  without.  If  such  a  structure  be  not  called  into  exist¬ 
ence  by  us,  it  will  be  undertaken  by  other  denominations,  and  one  of  our 
most  fruitful  fields  will  be  lost  to  us. 

CARE  OF  THE  POOR. 

Divine  service  in  this  “  field  of  the  stranger”  can  no  more  exist  with¬ 
out  having  the  care  of  the  poor  in  view,  than  the  latter  ought  to  be  car¬ 
ried  on  without  the  former.  If  anywhere,  then  in  this  place  should  “the 
Word  become  flesh,”  our  teaching  manifest  itself  in  the  life  of  the  i n di¬ 
vidual,  and  the  care  of  the  soul  go  hand  in  hand  with  that  of  the  body, 
After  having  broken  the  heavenly  manna  for  the  spirit  on  the  Sabbath, 
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I  divided  the  bread  in  times  of  dire  necessity,  for  the  hungering  body. 
Having  offered  the  robe  of  righteousness  which  is  in  Jesus  Christ,  I 
clothed  the  trembling  frame,  from  the  infant  just  baptized,  through  all 
the  various  stages  of  life  to  the  aged  man  and  matron.  Of  660  articles 
of  all  sorts  of  wearing  apparel  for  large  and  small,  for  men  and  women, 
about  589  were  distributed  to  helpless  families  and  to  individuals.  659 
persons  were  fed,  the  most  of  whom  had  already  suffered  the  pangs  of 
hunger  for  from  12  to  24  hours.  Of  those  who  were  wholly  without 
shelter,  and  who  had  in  general  not  seen  a  bed  for  weeks,  39  were  provided 
for.  I  was  enabled  to  aid  245  persons  by  procuring  for  them  some 
suitable  employment.  In  123  cases,  in  which  generally  the  well  being  of 
families  was  at  stake,  I  assisted  them  in  reaching  their  place  of  destina¬ 
tion,  with  an  aggregate  expenditure  of  $2,180.45.  In  131  cases,*  the 
money  thus  loaned  was  returned  to  me,  aggregating  $2,001.86;  thus 
leaving  $178.59  still  unpaid  in  nine  cases. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Five  hundred  and  fifteen  parties,  from  single  persons  up  to  twenty  or 
more,  were  pecuniarily  aided  in  their  journey  at  the  request  of  their 
friends.  In  265  cases,  I  received  money  to  pay  the  fares  for  the  new¬ 
comers,  aggregating  $10,785.86.  For  very  many,  their  baggage  was  at¬ 
tended  to,  lost  articles  found  and  sent  on,  and  reductions  obtained  on  ship 
and  railroad  fares,  by  which  hundreds  of  dollars  were  saved.  Thousands 
of  periodicals,  tracts,  and  a  large  number  of  New  Testaments  furnished 
by  the  Bible  Society,  were  given  them  as  companions  on  their  journey. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

This  extends  through  America  and  Europe,  and  includes  2,031  letters 
whic-h  I  received  and  1,360  which  I  wrote  in  answer.  Among  these  are 
letters  from  Africa  and  from  the  countries  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  from  one 
end  of  the  sea  to  the  other. 

CASTLE-GARDEN. 

I  have  received  the  most  courteous  assistance  at  the  hands  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  in  charge  of  the  various  departments  in  Castle  Garden.  In  the 
many  cases  in  which  I  advanced  the  necessary  funds  to  the  very  needy 
for  the  continuation  of  their  journey,  these  gentlemen  furnished  such 
poor  individuals  with  the  requisite  food.  When  I  knew  of  no  other  ex¬ 
pedient,  they  gladly  sent  such  helpless  ones  to  Ward’s  Island  at  my 
request.  Among  the  Commissioners  of  Emigiation  there  are  noble  men, 
who  have  the  well-being  of  the  people  at  heart.  Mr.  Schack  particularly 

*Note. — The  number  of  cases  in  excess  has  arisen  from  previous  loans. 


13 


has  done  very  much  for  the  poor,  and  also  Mr.  W.  Wallacli,  who  has 
broken  up  the  ring  of  emigrant  swindlers,  and  sent  four  of  them  to  Sing 
Sing,  each  for  five  years.  Whether  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
immigration  will  be  made  a  subject  of  national  legislation,  as  is  planued, 
the  future  alone  can  show. 

CONCLUSION. 

First  of  all,  thanks  be  to  God,  that  the  antagonism  in  the  work  itself 
has  been  done  away  with,  and  that  peace  has  been  restored.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  have  done  what  they  could  do  under  the  circumstances  which  pre* 
sented  themselves.  May  God’s  grace  and  blessing  compensate  their  love, 
pains  and  labor,  and  may  my  heartfelt  thanks  be  pleasing  to  them.  May 
the  God  of  peace  sanctify  us  more  and  more,  and  further  the  work  of 
His  and  our  hands,  for  His  name’s  sake. 

Your  Committee  feel  themselves  in  duty  bound  hereby  clearly  and  em¬ 
phatically  to  affirm,  that  during  the  past  year  your  Missionary  has  zeal¬ 
ously  co-operated  with  your  Committee,  and  that  no  difference  of  opinion 
has  ever  prevailed  upon  him  to  alter  his  courteous  and  friendly  disposition 
toward  them.  Your  Committee  was  compelled  to  contend  against  many 
difficulties,  but  your  Missionary  has  ever  energetically  exerted  himself  in 
aiding  us  to  surmount  them.  May  the  Lord  richly  bless  his  labors  in  this 
so  peculiar  field,  aud  make  it  appear  more  and  more  clearly  to  our  entire 
community,  how  he,  in  the  name  of  God,  zealously  and  skilfully  labor 
in  the  interest  of  his  fellow-men. 

5.  At  the  same  meeting  of  your  Committee,  the  Treasurer  also  pre¬ 
sented  his  report  for  the  past  year,  which  was  duly  examined  and  found  cor¬ 
rect,  and  it  is  recommended  to  your  consideration.  From  this  report, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  total  receipts  during  the  year  foot  up  86,263.90, 
and  the  total  expenditures  for  the  same  period  aggregate  85,533.28, 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasurer’s  hands  of  8730.62. 

If  the  moneys  belonging  to  the  “  Samaritan's  Home’’  fund  had  not, 
for  the  time  being,  been  at  the  disposal  of  your  Committee,  they  would 
not  have  been  able  to  defray  their  necessary  expenses.  It  is  greatly  to 
be  regretted,  that  the  receipts  have  been  so  small.  Various  causes  have 
obviously  aided  in  bringing  about  this  result.  Thus,  e.  g  ,  our  resources 
have  been  much  narrowed  down,  for  the  reason  that  those  very  German 
Lutheran  circles  that  are  warmly  interested  in  our  Emigrant  Mission,  do 
not  sympathize  with  the  General  Council.  But,  nevertheless,  it  would 
seem  that  your  Committee  have  not  been  successful  in  their  endeavors  to 
completely  exonerate  the  Mission,  from  the  complaints  raised  against  it. 
May  it  please  God  that  another  Committee  may  be  more  favored.  It  is 
impossible  that  each  individual  member  of  the  church,  or  even  of  thii  body 
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can  personally  control  the  Mission  or  justly  criticise  its  every  act.  It 
is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the  names  and  public  declara¬ 
tions  of  the  individual  members  of  your  Committee  be,  to  every  impar¬ 
tial  mind,  a  sufficient  guarantee  for  an  honest  administration  of  the 
moneys  received,  and  of  the  entire  scope  of  the  Mission,  in  accordance 
with  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  organized. 

As  to  all  other  matters  which  might  be  considered  in  this  connection, 
your  Committee  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  minutes  and  other 
documents  herewith  presented  for  your  consideration.  These  papers, 
showing  the  work  of  the  past  year,  can  be  readily  examined  by  a  Com¬ 
mittee  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose.  They  would,  also,  at  the  close 
of  their  term  of  office,  deliver  over  their  various  other  books  and  papers- 
Finally,  permit  your  Committee  to  make  a  few  suggestions  in  relation  to 
the  “  Emigrant  Home,”  these  being  prompted  by  their  experience  during 
the  past  year. 

The  General  Council,  on  the  9tli  of  November,  1870,  at  Lancaster,  0., 
resolved,  on  the  one  hand,  to  devote  all  the  power  at  its  command  to  the 
upbuilding  of  an  Emigrant  Mission,  under  the  auspices  of  the  church, 
which  is  more  particularly  described  in  the  original  resolutions  of  the 
Synod  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  1864.  To  carry  out  this  idea,  the 
undersigned  Committee  were  appointed.  On  the  other  hand,  it  resolved 
not  to  undertake  the  projected  Emigrant  Home  in  New  York,  but  to  en¬ 
trust  the  matter  to  a  distinct  Managing  Board.  It  has  appointed  such  a 
Board,  and  thus  separated  this  branch  of  the  Emigrant  Mission  from  its 
control,  with  the  single  condition,  that  the  institution  be  forever  secured  to 
the  Lutheran  Church  by  a  charter,  to  be  obtained  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  New  York.  By  this  determination  and  by  this  means 
the  unhappy  differences  existing  in  relation  to  the  Emigrant  Mission  were 
to  have  been  healed.  In  the  hope,  therefore,  that  the  limits  of  each  branch 
of  the  work  had  been  finally  settled,  those  members  of  the  undersigned 
Committee,  who  formerly  had  a  voice  in  the  management  of  the  Mission, 
again  consented  to  serve,  feeling  it  to  be  their  duty,  since  now  so  promis¬ 
ing  a  change  had  been  brought  about.  The  action  of  the  Managing 
Board  of  the  Emigrant  Home,  seems  to  your  Committee  to  conflict  with 
the  resolutions  just  mentioned,  inasmuch  as  at  about  the  same  time  when 
your  Committee  were  in  great  perplexity  in  regard  to  obtaining  a  suitable 
hall  in  which  divine  service  might  also  be  held,  and  when  they  were  do¬ 
ing  their  utmost  to  collect  funds  to  obtain  such  a  suitable  place,  the  said 
Managing  Board  published,  with  as  wide  a  circulation  as  possible,  an  “  Ex¬ 
planatory  Address”  relative  to  the  good  cause, — the  projected  founding 
of  a  Lutheran  Emigrant  Home  in  New  York.  In  this  address,  the  neces- 
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sary  constituent  parts  of  the  “  Home  ”  are  described  to  be  :  An  office , 
a  chapel ,  and  a  self  supporting  inn  or  hotel,  managed  in  a  Christian  spirit; 
and  in  the  mind  of  any  one,  who  peruses  the  whole  of  this  pamphlet,  but 
who  is  ignorant  of  the  aforementioned  resolutions,  the  impression  will 
exist  that  the  General  Council  had  transferred  the  whole  of  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  Mission,  as  before  mentioned,  including  the  part  having 
reference  to  divine  service,  and  represented  by  the  chapel ,  to  the  Man- 
agiug  Board  of  the  Emigrant  Home.  This,  obviously,  was  not  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  this  body.  Had  not  appearances  warranted  the  anticipation  that 
a  peaceful  separation  and  brotherly  division  was  to  take  place,  pursuant 
to  which  every  one  could  choose  to  aid  that  part  of  the  work  which 
seemed  to  him  nearest  and  most  important,  not  one  of  the  undersigned 
would  have  accepted  the  election  as  a  member  of  your  Committee ;  and 
we  seriously  doubt  whether  in  the  future  any  Committee,  who,  in  advance, 
are  aware  of  the  circumstauces,  will  consent  to  be  entrusted  with  the  re¬ 
sponsible  management  of  the  Mission,  unless  the  service  ceases  to  be  a 
source  of  quarel  and  discord. 

For  an  assured  upbuilding  of  an  Emigrant  Church  Mission,  a  building 
is  obviously  necessary  in  which  there  is  a  roomy  chapel  and  an  office. 
But  we  can  scarcely  hope  to  attain  this  end,  if  the  Emigrant  Home  also 
aims  at  the  same  object,  and  seeks  to  attain  it  by  and  with  the  sanction 
of  the  General  Council.  Yes,  we  go  further,  and  declare,  that  in  such 
case  we  would  advise  that  the  Church  Mission  be  discontinued.  The 
reasons  therefor  are  apparent. 

First.  Two  chapels  would  require  two  separate  Missionaries,  and  one 
would  be  independent  of  the  other,  and  each  animated  by  different  views 
of  their  field  of  labor.  From  the  want  of  harmony  in  the  furtherance 
of  the  Emigrant  Mission  evinced  since  the  call  of  a  second  Missionary, 
we  can  hope  for  nothing  better  in  the  future.  In  our  judgment,  even 
two  peculiarly  meek  persons  would,  under  such  circumstances,  be  involved 
in  quarrels  arising  from  concurrence  of  jurisdiction.  For  the  very  reason 
that  the  chief  workers  would  be  bound  to  the  church  by  the  same  ties, 
this  result  could  not  well  be  avoided;  but  on  that  very  ground  the  quar¬ 
rel  becomes  so  odious.  Now,  we  would  ask,  is  this  Convention  willing  to 
sanction  such  double  work  ?  For  a  long  time  we  have  noticed,  with  re¬ 
gret,  that  from  this  manner  of  conducting  the  Mission  all  sorts  of  incon¬ 
veniences  have  arisen,  to  the  detriment  of  the  contributions  of  our  Ger¬ 
man  congregations,  and  we  must  ask  that  these  may  not  be  allowed  to 
continue. 

Secondly.  Such  a  double  Mission  would  be  doubly  expensive,  and  our 
people  have  every  reason  to  economize  their  money.  This  very  want  of 


16 


funds  has  already  tempted  the  representatives  of  the  two  institutions 
more  or  less,  not  to  allow  brotherly  and  impartial  charity  to  govern  their 
actions.  He  who  desires  the  money  must  have  the  good  will  of  the  com¬ 
munity;  and  he  who  desires  to  gain  this,  unwittingly  takes  care  that  others 
are  kept  aloof.  This  rivalry  in  the  same  sphere  and  in  the  same  field, 
can  bear  no  good  fruit.  We  only  see  two  paths  open  to  us: 

I.  If  this  Convention  be  of  opinion,  contrary  to  that  of  last  year,  that 
the  Mission  be  not,  and  ought  not  to  be.  carried  on  separated  and  divided, 
and  that  it  can  fully  as  well  be  conducted  in  connection  with  the  Emigrant 
Home,  resolutions  to  that  effect  should  be  passed,  its  own  Mission  should 
be  discontinued,  and  everything  in  our  power  done  to  further  the  objects  of 
the  Emigrant  Home. 

II.  But  if  the  Convention  be  of  the  same  mind  as  at  its  last  yeai’s  ses¬ 
sion,  let  it  be  pleased  to  state  anew  to  the  Committee  it  will  appoint, 
the  work  to  be  performed  by  them,  in  unequivocal  and  precise  terms; 
and  let  it  be  required  of  all  the  members  and  friends  of  the  General 
Council,  without  distinction,  to  respect,  without  reserve,  its  will  as  thus 
expressed,  which  would  require  obedience  to  these  two  propositions: 

1.  Not  to  seek  to  establish  a  second  chapel,  and  thereby  lead  to  confu¬ 
sion  ;  but, 

2.  By  bountiful  pecuniary  contributions,  to  secure  the  external  estab¬ 
lishment  of  tbe  Emigrant  Church  Mission. 

A  determination  must  be  arrived  at.  May  the  Almighty  teach  us  to 
comprehend  what  is  right,  and  to  carry  out,  with  genuine  and  uuselfish 
Christian  love,  what  shall  be  decided  upon. 

(Signed.)  G.  Vorberg,  Chairman. 

S.  K.  Brobst, 

Ciias.  J.  Nkiirbas, 

John  II.  Boescuen,  Treas. 
E.  F.  Giese,  Secy. 

The  report  was  received,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  consisting 
of  Ilevs.  B.  M.  Schtnucker,  D.  D.,  and  C.  Volz,  and  Messrs.  II. 
Lehman,  G.  G.  Beck  and  A.  Hertzel. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasu¬ 
rer,  presented  their  report. 

Treasurer  s  Accounts. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  accounts  of  S.  Gross  Fry,  Treas¬ 
urer,  beg  to  report : 

1.  That  they  have  examined  the  same,  and  find  them  correct. 
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2.  The  receipts  for  the  General  Expense  Fund  amount  to... .8  410  18 


And  the  disbursements  to .  395  75 

Leaving  a  balance  of . $  44  43 

And  for  Foreign  Missions . .  . . . . .  3,065  00 

And  disbursements . . . . .  2,861  32 

Leaving  a  balance  of . $  203  68 


$15.50  were  received  also  for  Home  Missions,  which  were  paid  over  to 
the  Treasurer  of  that  fund. 

3.  The  present  indebtedness  of  the  Council  (including  the  amount  due 
Sherman  &  Co.,  for  the  Provisional  Hymn  Book,)  exceeds  $1,000. 

4.  The  Pittsburgh  Synod  and  the  Pennsylvania  Synod  are  the  only 
ones  that  have  responded  to  the  assessment  of  $1  for  every  100  commu¬ 
nicants. 

5.  The  following  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the  accounts : 


General  Fund. 

1870 

Dec.  10.  Balance  from  farmer  Treasurer. . .  $  21  00 

1871. 

Feb.  1.  Received  from  Pittsburgh  Synod .  103  43 

“  9.  “  “  Lecsville  Church — Rev.  A.  A.  Bartholomew,  7  75 

Apr.  13.  “  tl  Ministerium  of  Penn’a . .  300  00 

“  “  Rev.  Roof — Rumley  and  Zion’s  Cong.  O...  8  00 


$440  18 

Cash  paid  Printing  Minutes . $343  90 

il  11  Secretaries'  Incidentals  and  Postage .  49  85 

“  “  Copy  of  Act  of  Incorporation .  2  00 — $395  75 


Balance  in  Treasury  .  $44  43 

Foreign  Mission  Fund. 

1870.  Balance  from  former  Treasurer . . . $  414  76 

Received  of — 

Nov.  4.  Rev.  Boetticher,  Synod  of  Illinois . . .  65  00 

“  5.  Rev.  Sieker,  Trinity  Church,  St.  Paul .  28  25 

“  7.  J.  Yandersmissen,  Tr.  Canada  Synod .  60  00 

Dec.  12.  “  Jaeggli,  Texas  Synod . .  . . .  9  00 

“  “  St.  John’s  Sunday  School,  Philadelphia . .  200  00 

1871.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  New  York . =>  1,305  00 

Jan.  7.  Rev.  A.  T.  Geissenhainer,  Sundry  Contributors .  75  00 

“  24.  “  J.  L.  Smith,  S.  School,  Erie,  Pa  .  25  00 

Feb.  8.  W.  H.  James’  Class,  St.  Mark’s  S.  S.,  Baltimore .  5  00 

Mrs.  Eliza  Klingler,  New  York .  10  00 

A  member  of  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Philadelphia . .  .  10  00 

“  14.  Two  ladies  of  Pittsburgh. . .  100  00 

Mar.  1.  Rev.  Yon  Rosenberg,  1st  Ger.  Luth.  Cb.,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  35  00 


Lewis  and  Cath.  Hiegler  (children)..  2  20 
2 
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June  2. 
“  14. 


July  18. 
“  24. 

Aug.  11. 
“  24. 

Sept.  20. 
Oct  24. 


1871. 

Jan.  12. 
Apr.  13. 


Rev.  E.  Carlson,  Augustana  Synod . . . $  100  00 

“  J.  Richards,  Grace  Church,  Phillipsburg,  N.  J. .......  3  50 

“  A.  Spaeth,  St.  Johannes  Church,  Philadelphia .  184  21 

“  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  St.  Michael’s  Church,  Germantown..  30  00 

“  S.  S.  Henry .  62  55 

“  B.  W.  Schmauck,  Lebanon,  Pa... .  122  54 

“  “  “  Annville,  Pa .  16  00 

“  Isenschmidt,  Wilmington,  Del .  20  00 

O.  M.  Thomle,  Batavia,  Ill . . .  6  00 

Geo.  Cole,  Meadville,  Pa . . . . .  10  00 

Rev.  D.  Lysner,  Decorah,  Iowa .  100  00 

“  G.  A.  Bruegel,  Greensburg  Cong.,  Pa .  15  00 

“  Scheie,  Norwegian  Luth.  Ch.,  Newbury,  Minn .  47  00 

Mrs.  Zuber’s  School  Children,  Pottstown,  Pa .  4  00 


$3,065  00 

Cr.  By  amount  expended — 

Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer,  sundry  times . $1,696  71 

“  C.  W.  Groening .  217  56 

“  W.  C.  Schmidt .  947  05— $2,861  32 


Balance  in  Treasury . . 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Nov.  3d,  1871. 


. $  203  68 

Lewis  L.  Houpt, 

Geo.  H.  Moller, 

G.  G.  Beck 

Committee. 


Received  and  adopted. 

CATECHISM. 

A  preamble  and  resolutions  were  offered  by  Dr.  Seiss,  setting 
forth  the  necessity  and  providing  for  the  preparation  and  publica¬ 
tion  of  a  new  edition  of  Luther’s  Small  Catechism.  (See  Sixth 
session.) 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was  amended  and  adopted. 

Rev.  C.  L.  Knapp  was  excused  from  attendance  until  Monday 
morning. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Fry. 


Fourth  Session. 

Saturday,  Nov.  4,  9  A.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  C.  W. 
Schaeffer,  D.D. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 
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A  communication  wag  received  from  Rev.  J.  G.  Lieb,  delegate 
from  the  Texas  Synod,  giving  reasons  for  his  absence  and  asking 
to  be  excused,  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  we  have  heard  with  pleasure  the  interesting  let¬ 
ter  of  the  delegate  from  the  Texas  Synod,  and  that  his  request  to 
be  excused  be  granted. 

Resolved ,  That  we  regret  the  absence  of  the  delegates  of  the 
Texas  Synod  from  this  Convention,  and  express  the  hope  that  the 
Synod  will  provide  against  the  absence  of  their  duly  appointed 
representatives. 

The  consideration  of  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  churches 
in  Chicago,  was  made  the  order  for  this  afternoon,  immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  subject  of  Foreign  Missions  has  been  disposed  of. 

The  discussion  of  the  Theses  on  Justification  was  resumed. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  the  7th  Thesis,  adjourned.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  S.  Klingman. 


Fifth  Session. 

Saturday,  Nov.  4,  2  P.  M. 

The  devotional  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  G.  Vorberg. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  order  of  business  for  the  afternoon  was  taken  up. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  of  your  Committee,  our  venera¬ 
ble  Father,  C.  F.  Heyer  and  Rev.  H.  C.  Schmidt  were  engaged  in  the 
Mission  work  at  Rajahmundry. 

On  the  last  day  of  last  year  Dr.  C.  F.  Heyer  wrote  :  “  In  taking  a 

retrospective  view,  and  in  comparing  the  present  state  of  our  Mission 
with  what  it  was  a  year  ago,  we  find  abundant  cause  to  say,  ‘  the  Lord 
has  done  great  things  for  us/  When  I  arrived  in  Rajahmundry,  Decem¬ 
ber  1,  18G9,  I  found  a  catechist,  a  schoolmaster,  and  dilapidated  build¬ 
ings;  ten  miles  from  R.  in  Muramunda,  a  school  house,  a  catechist,  and 
teachers ;  in  Metta,  twelve  miles  from  R.,  a  teacher  with  a  few  children. 

“  On  Easter  Sunday,  1870,  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered  to  25 
communicants;  on  Palm  Sunday  in  Muramunda,  to  22.  Now  at  the 
close  of  the  year  we  have  8  schools  in  the  different  villages  connected 
with  the  Mission.  The  number  of  persons  baptized  during  the  year  is 
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107.  At  Christmas  we  had  70  communicants  at  R.;  on  the  Eve  of 
Christmas,  about  200  adults  and  children  assembled  around  the  Christ¬ 
mas  tree.  On  Monday  the  26th,  the  whole  company  sat  down  to  dinner 
prepared  at  the  expense  of  H.  Morris,  Esq.;  presents  of  clothes,  books, 
&c.,  were  made  to  old  and  young  at  the  expense  of  Capt.  Taylor.” 

On  the  22d  of  Jan.,  Mr.  Iver  K.  Paulsen  arrived  at  Rajahmundry. 
Your  Committee  had  applied  in  advance  to  the  officers  of  the  Minis- 
terium  of  Pennsylvania  to  give  authority  to  the  Missionaries  in  India  to 
examine  and  ordain  Mr.  Paulsen.  This  request  was  granted,  and  the 
proper  papers  were  already  received  at  Rajahmundry  when  Mr.  P.  ar¬ 
rived.  He  was  ordained  Jan.  23d,  1871. 

To  the  great  regret  of  the  Committee,  Father  Heyer  did  not  consent 
to  remain  another  year  in  India  until  both  the  younger  Missionaries  were 
more  familiar  with  the  Telugu  language,  and  after  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
Paulsen,  he  started  on  his  return  voyage.  The  Committee  gratefully  ac- 
knowlege  the  eminent  importance  and  success  of  Father  Heyer’s  labors 
in  recommencing  the  Mission,  in  bringing  its  arrangements  into  efficient 
operation,  and  in  securing  the  confidence  and  assistance  of  the  English 
residents  at  R.  If,  as  we  hoped,  when  he  went  out,  he  could  have  been 
able  to  devote  another  year  to  the  work  of  the  Mission,  it  would  have 
been  of  great  benefit. 

The  two  Missionaries  remaining  have  been  laboring  diligently  since 
bis  return,  but  of  course  their  imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  Telugu, 
especially  oa  the  part  of  Brother  Paulsen,  has  prevented  their  accom¬ 
plishing  as  much  as  we  may  hope  for  in  the  future. 

Brother  Paulsen  has  passed  through  a  dangerous  illness,  in  which  at 
times  his  life  seemed  to  hang  in  the  balance.  He  was  removed  to  the 
higher  and  healthier  station  at  Samulcotta,  and  letters  just  received  repre¬ 
sent  him  as  nearly  recovered. 

In  the  last  letter  received  from  the  Missionaries,  of  date  Sept.  4th, 
Brother  Schmidt  writes :  11  Our  relation  to  the  Brethren  of  the  Her- 

mannsburg  and  Leipzig  Missions  is  most  friendly.  Two  of  the  Ilermans- 
berg  Brethren  are  my  countrymen,  and  one  of  them,  Brother  Petersen, 
an  old  friend.  Their  Mission  has  been  but  recently  begun.  A  most 
friendly  relation  also  exists  between  us  and  the  resident  English  families. 
Their  friendship  is  of  great  value  to  us  personally  and  to  the  Mission. 

The  Telugu  country  contains  13  millions  of  inhabitants.  In  the  God- 
avery  or  Rajahmundry  district,  with  6,000  square  miles  and  a  million  in¬ 
habitants,  there  are  beside  ourselves  only  2  Missionaries,  (Plymouth 
Brethren)  at  Nursapur.  The  nearest  Mission  is  that  of  the  Church  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  at  Ellore,  120  miles  distant.  Bro.  Groening  established 
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this  Mission,  but  on  account  of  the  lack  of  Missionaries  it  was  relin¬ 
quished  and  transferred  to  the  Church  Missionary  Society.  Oae  of  the 
scholars  of  Bro.  Greening’s  time  is  now  ordained  and  laboring  in  their 
service.  North  of  us,  the  nearest  station  is  Vizagapattam,  200  miles  dis¬ 
tant.  Lou  see  how  large  our  field  is,  and  that  more  than  a  million 
heathen  are  uncared  for  except  by  our  Mission.  It  is  probable  that  the 
Church  Missionary  Society  will  ere  long  enter  on  this  field.  If  the  Lord 
preserves  my  health,  I  desire  to  press  forward  into  the  interior  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country. 

The  statistics  of  the  Mission  are  as  follows,  or  as  nearly  so  as  I  can  give 
them : 


Stations. 

Teachers. 

Adults. 

Children  in  School*. 

Rajahmundry, 

"Will.  Amoortliiah, 

30 

40 

Muramunda, 

Barnabus, 

40 

20 

Jegurapad, 

Metta,  ^ 

Benjamin, 

25 

16 

Pedahem,  l 

Gowripattam,  J 

Jacob, 

50 

20 

Yalapur, 

Nursapur, 

Nathaniel, 

Alfred,  'l 

16 

14 

Pacole, 

J  ugernattapuram, 
Peravarem,  ) 

Jeremiah,  J 

60 

20 

Lolah,  ^ 

None. 

20 

8 

7 

241 

138 

The  above  table  is  not  exactly  correct,  but  it  is  not  overstated. 


The  expenditures  for  the  year,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the  Treas¬ 
urer,  have  been  $2,861.32.  The  exact  amounts  of  the  expenditures  have 
been  mislaid  by  Father  Heyer,  and  until  we  receive  copies  again  from 
India,  we  are  unable  to  present  a  minute  statement  of  individual  items. 

Your  Committee  have  been  greatly  gratified  at  the  co-operation  of 
nearly  all  the  Synods  in  the  Council  in  the  support  of  the  Mission  during 
the  past  year,  some  contribution  having  been  received  from  every  Synod, 
except  one.  The  New  York  Ministerium,  especially,  has  shown  great 
liberality. 

There  are  a  few  questions,  recently  presented  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee,  which  they  have  preferred  to  submit  to  the  Council 
for  its  consideration  : 

1.  One  is,  the  question  of  the  occupation  of  Samulcotta.  There  is  no 
organized  congregation  there,  no  school,  and  no  English  residents ;  and 
should  one  of  the  Missionaries  remove  thither,  but  one  would  be  at  each 
place. 

2.  Another  question  is,  of  the  repairs  necessary  in  the  Mission  build¬ 
ings,  and  of  accommodations  for  the  Missionaries.  The  salaries  of  Mis¬ 
sionaries  may  also  need  to  be  enlarged,  in  case  of  marriage. 
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3.  Bro.  Groening  inquires  whether  the  Committee  would  approve  the 
coming  to  America  of  Jorgen  Bruhn,  a  young  man  who  has  been  pursu¬ 
ing  his  studies  at  Copenhagen,  supported  by  Bro.  G.  and  his  friends, 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  his  studies  at  Philadelphia,  and  then  going 
to  India. 

Several  Sunday  Schools  have  transmitted  to  the  Treasurer,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  request  made  last  year,  the  sum  of  $25  for  the  support  of 
a  youth  while  being  trained  for  the  office  of  teacher  or  catechist,  and 
have  pledged  the  like  sum  for  at  least  three  years.  These  schools  are 
those  of  the  English  Luth.  Church  at  Erie,  St.  James’,  at  Reading, 
Trinity  Church,  Reading,  and  St.  Johannes’  Church,  Philadelphia. 

The  time  of  service  of  your  Committee  has  expired,  and  they  commit 
the  work  again  to  your  hands. 

B.  M.  Schmucker, 
English  Sec.  Ex.  Committee. 

In  response  to  the  questions  contained  in  this  report,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolved ,  That  whilst  we  retain  possession  of  Samulcotta,  and 
desire  the  Missionaries  to  visit  it  from  time  to  time,  we  do  not 
think  it  desirable  that  one  of  the  Missionaries  should  at  present  re¬ 
move  'to  that  place. 

Resolved ,  That  the  decision  of  the  second  question  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee,  and  that  the  General  Council  pledge 
itself  to  raise  any  funds  which  may  be  needed  to  carry  out  their 
decision. 

Resolved ,  That  the  third  question  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee,  to  be  acted  on  at  their  discretion. 

Resolved ,  That  the  District  Synods  be  requested  to  direct  the 
attention  of  their  congregations  to  the  fact,  that  the  services  of  an 
additional  number  of  Missionaries  can  now  be  secured  for  the  for¬ 
eign  field,  and  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  awaken  renewed 
interest  in  this  cause,  and  to  increase  the  funds  needed  to  carry 
it  on. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania 
was  reappointed  the  General  Council’s  Executive  Committee  on 
Foreign  Missions. 

Report,  as  a  whole,  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions,  and 
the  business  connected  therewith,  were  made  the  first  order  for 
Monday  afternoon. 
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The  time  of  adjournment  being  extended,  the  Convention  was 
addressed  by  Revs.  E.  Carlson,  F.  Richards,  W.  A.  Passavant, 
D.  D.,  and  L.  Klingman,  in  reference  to  the  great  losses  sustained 
by  our  Church  in  the  recent  destructive  fires  in  Chicago  and  Mich¬ 
igan,  and  the  necessity  of  some  concerted  action  of  the  whole 
Church  to  aid  in  replacing  the  buildings  consumed. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Revs.  J. 
A.  Seiss,  D.  D.,  J.  Fry  and  G.  Yorberg,  and  Messrs.  L.  L.  Houpfc 
and  Peter  P.  Keller. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Roth. 

Sixth  Session. 

Monday,  Nov.  6,  9  A.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  E.  Carl¬ 
son. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  C.  W.  Schaeffer  was  read,  stating  that  he  had 
been  compelled  to  absent  himself  from  the  further  sessions  of  the 
Council  on  account  of  sickness,  and  asking  the  indulgence  of  the 
Convention,  whereupon  he  was  excused  ;  and  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  we  deeply  regret  the  illness  of  our  beloved  broth¬ 
er,  which  is  the  harder  to  be  borne  by  him  at  the  present  time, 
when  his  heart  is  weighed  down  with  sorrow  on  account  of  a  re¬ 
cent  domestic  bereavement,  and  that  we  will  beseech  the  Lord  to 
remove  his  sickness  and  comfort  him  in  his  affliction. 

Mr.  A.  Hertzel  was  excused  from  further  attendance. 

CATECHISM. 

The  consideration  of  the  preamble  and  resolutions  in  regard  to 
the  preparation  and  publication  of  a  new  edition  of  Luther’s  Small 
Catechism,  was  resumed. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  resolutions  and  preamble  were  amended 
and  adopted,  and  the  paper  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  as  follows: 

Whereas,  A  separate  edition  of  Luther’s  Small  Catechism,  in  cheap 
and  convenient  form,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  children  and  catechu¬ 
mens,  is  eminently  desirable,  and  much  in  demand;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  General  Council  “  to  recommend 
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or  prepare  suitable  books  for  official  use,”  and  its  duty  :c  to  promote  the 
religious  training  of  the  young  in  the  use  of  the  Catechism  of  the 
Church;”  and 

Whereas,  The  General  Council  has  not  hitherto  provided  or  recom¬ 
mended  any  edition  of  the  Catechism  separate  and  apart  from  the  Church 
Book  :  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  1.  That  a  Committee  of  three  clergymen  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be,  at  their  earliest  convenience,  to  prepare^  and  then  to  su¬ 
perintend  the  publication  of  an  English  and  a  German  edition  of  the 
Small  Catechism. 

2.  That  the  books  so  to  be  prepared  and  published,  be  made  to  follow 
the  text  of  the  Catechism  as  contained  in  the  Church  Book,  adding  “  Lu¬ 
ther’s  Questions  and  Answers  for  those  who  propose  to  receive  the  Lord’s 
Supper.” 

3.  That  the  simple  text  of  the  Catechism  be  printed  first,  and  after  it 
the  text  of  the  Catechism,  with  an  Analysis  of  the  same  inserted  in 
place  under  the  text  which  it  analyzes,  together  with  the  proof  texts 
given  in  full. 

4.  That  the  Analysis  be  published  in  a  provisional  form  (if  possible 
in  the  Church  papers),  so  that  it  may  be  submitted  to  the  consideration  of 
the  General  Council  f6r  final  adoption. 

Committee  under  the  first  resolution  to  prepare  a  New  Edition 
of  Luther’s  Small  Catechism,  Revs.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D.,  A.  Spaeth 
and  Prof.  II.  E.  Jacobs. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Last  Convention . 

Your  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Last  Convention  respectfully  calls  at¬ 
tention  to  the  following  items  : 

1.  (p.  26.)  The  English  Corresponding  Secretary  is  instructed  to 
return  the  thanks  of  the  General  Council  to  the  American  Bible  Society 
and  to  Rev.  C.  W.  Groening  for  favors  shown  our  Foreign  Mission. 

2.  (p.  37.)  The  General  Council  (a)  urges  that  family  prayers  be  in¬ 
serted  in  the  Church  Book  as  speedily  as  possible. 

3.  (b)  Resolves  that  the  Orders  for  Ministerial  Acts  be  submitted  be¬ 
fore  their  publication. 

4.  (p.  38.)  The  Church  Book  Committee  is  authorized  (a)  to  exam" 
ine  music  for  the  service  and  hymns,  and  recommend  such  music  books 
as  they  may  find  satisfactory  and  approve. 

5.  (b)  To  publish  a  Provisional  Sunday  School  Hymn  and  Service 
Book,  with  music  for  the  same,  as  soon  as  possible. 

6.  (p.  39.)  District  Synods  are  requested  to  carefully  examine  the 
German  Hymn  Book,  and  report  their  opinion  to  the  German  Hymn 
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Book  Committee,  and  to  contribute  tbeir  quota  of  the  expense  of  pub¬ 
lishing  this  book  in  its  present  form. 

7.  (p.  40,  a.)  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D.,  and  Messrs.  S.  Gross,  Fry  and 
Paul  P.  Keller  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  procure,  if  possible,  a  safe 
place  in  which  to  deposit  the  papers,  &c.,  of  the  General  Council. 

8.  (b)  The  Secretaries  are  requested  to  collect  and  arrange  matter 
pertaining  especially  to  the  organization  of  this  body,  and  deposit  the 
same  for  present  safe  keeping. 

9.  (c)  Rev.  H.  W.  Roth  was  appointed  a  Committee  to  digest  a  plan 
for  the  formation  of  a  Historical  Society. 

10.  (p.  42,  a.)  The  Recording  Secretaries  are  directed  to  request  the 
Presidents  of  District  Synods,  which  have  not  adopted  them,  to  call  their 
attention  to  the  resolutions  (p.  35,  Min.  1869,)  requesting  that  u  at  least 
one  dollar  for  every  one  hundred  members  belonging  thereto and  “  at 
least  one-fifth  of  all  their  funds  collected  for  Home  Mission  arid  Church 
Extension be  paid  into  the  proper  Treasuries  for  the  use  of  the  General 
Council. 

11.  (b)  The  Pittsburgh  declaration  of  the  General  Council  on  the 
subject  of  Secret  Societies  is  commended  to  the  consideration  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Synods. 

12.  (p.  45,  a.)  The  President,  Recording  Secretaries  and  Treasurer 
are  a  Committee  to  secure  a  Charter  for  the  General  Council. 

13.  (b)  The  Constitution  for  Congregations  is  reported  published. 
That  for  Synods  is  in  an  advauced  stage  of  completion,  and  both  were 
directed  to  be  sent  to  the  District  Synods  for  examination. 

14.  (p.  52.)  The  delegation  of  the  Swedish  Augustaua  Synod  is  re¬ 
quested  to  translate  and  publish  an  abstract  of  the  Minutes  in  the  Swedish 
papers,  a  proper  remuneration  for  the  work  being  promised. 

H.  W.  Rotii, 

G.  A.  Hint erleitn er, 

L.  S.  Baker. 

Received  and  considered  by  items. 

The  following  reports  were  made  under  the  several  items  : 

1.  The  English  Corresponding  Secretary  replied  that  he  had 
carried  out  the  instructions  of  the  Council. 

2,  3,  4,  5.  These  items  to  come  up  in  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  English  Church  Book. 

6.  Report  to  be  presented. 

7.  Committee  reported  that  a  place  in  which  to  deposit  the  pa¬ 
pers,  &c.,  of  the  General  Council  could  be  secured. 
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8.  The  Secretaries  replied  that  they  had  carried  out  their  in* 
structions. 

9.  Report  to  be  presented. 

10.  The  Recording  Secretaries  answered  that  they  had  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned  them. 

SECRET  SOCIETIES. 

11.  Under  this  item  the  list  of  Synods  was  called,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowing  verbal  statements  made : 

Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania — The  subject  has  been  referred  to 
the  Conferences,  four  of  which  have  already  discussed  it. 

Ministerium  of  New  York — The  declarations  of  the  General 
Council  have  been  printed  in  this  year’s  Minutes  for  future  action. 

English  Synod  of  Ohio — The  subject  had  not  been  discussed, 
but  the  Synod  was  ready  to  abide  by  the  action  of  the  Council. 

Pittsburgh  Synod — The  declarations  of  the  General  Council 
have  been  referred  to  the  Conferences,  and  are  under  considera- 
tion. 

English  District  Synod  of  Ohio — The  Synod  has  adopted  the 
declarations  of  the  General  Council,  made  at  Pittsburgh  and  Lan¬ 
caster,  and  the  congregations  and  pastors  are  conforming  to  this 
action. 

Michigan  Synod — The  President  replied  that  he  had  handed  in 
in  writing  to  this  Convention,  the  action  of  the  Synod  on  this 
question. 

Augustana  Synod — Resolutions  against  secret  societies  were 
passed  seven  years  ago  ;  and  in  the  Constitution  for  Congregations 
approved  by  the  Synod,  provision  is  made  that  no  members  of  se¬ 
cret  societies  shall  be  members  of  the  congregations. 

Canada  Synod. — No  official  action  has  been  taken. 

Iowa  Synod  has  always  condemned  secret  societies. 

Nor. -Dan. -August ana  Synod  has  taken  action  advising  its 
members  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  secret  societies. 


CHARTER. 

12.  The  Committee  reported  that  a  Charter  for  the  General 
Council  had  been  secured  from  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  It 
was  laid  before  the  Convention. 
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CONSTITUTIONS  FOR  SYNODS  AND  CONGREGATIONS. 

13.  The  Committee  reported  the  Constitution  for  Synods  not 
yet  completed,  and  the  Constitution  for  Congregations  completed, 
printed  and  distributed. 

The  list  of  Synods  was  then  called  to  ascertain  what  action  had 
been  taken  by  them  on  the  latter  document. 

Mimsterium  of  Pennsylvania  has  had  a  Constitution  for  Con¬ 
gregations  under  discussion  and  trial  for  ten  years.  The  revised 
form  had  not  been  finally  adopted,  but  had  been  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  the  General  Council,  as  an  expression  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  of  the  Ministerium  on  this  matter. 

Mmisterium  of  New  York  has  appointed  a  Committee  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  Constitution  for  Congregations,  to  which  the  one  prepared 
by  the  General  Council’s  Committee  has  been  referred. 

. English  Synod  of  Ohio  had  not  been  in  a  situation  to  take  ac¬ 
tion  on  this  subject. 

The  Pittsburgh  Synod  as  such  had  taken  no  action.  Members  of 
the  same  had  examined  the  form  proposed,  and  made  suggestions 
in  regard  to  it  to  the  Committee. 

English  Pistrict  Synod  of  Ohio — The  President  stated  that  he 
had  not  received  a  copy  of  the  proposed  Constitution,  and  there¬ 
fore  had  not  laid  it  before  the  Synod. 

The  Michigan  Synod  has  given  the  proposed  form  to  a  Com¬ 
mittee  for  review,  with  instructions  to  report  during  the  present 
year. 

The  Augustana  Synod  has  revised  its  Constitution  for  Congre¬ 
gations,  at  the  same  time  comparing  it  with  that  framed  by  the 
General  Council’s  Committee. 

The  Canada  Synod  has  appointed  a  Committee  to  examine  the 
proposed  Constitution,  and  to  report  their  opinion  to  the  Council’s 
Committee. 

14.  The  President  of  the  Augustana  Synod  stated  that  an  ab¬ 
stract  of  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Council  had  been  translated 
and  published  in  the  u  EemlandetC 

All  the  items  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  last 

Convention  having  been  attended  to,  it  was  adopted  as  a  whole. 

% 

Ileport  of  the  English  Church  Book  Committee. 

At  the  time  of  the  last  annual  report  of  your  Committee  an  edition  of 
5,000  copies  was  passing  through  the  press,  in  which  the  changes  ordered 
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two  years  ago  were  carried  out.  This  edition  lias  supplied  the  demands 
of  the  past  year,  but  is  now  nearly  exhausted.  The  change  directed  to 
be  made  in  the  rubric  before  the  second  part  of  the  Confession  of  Sins  in 
the  Morning  Service  has  not  yet  been  made,  inasmuch  as  no  use  has  been 
made  of  the  plates  since  then.  The  same  change  would  also  need  to  be 
made  in  the  Evening  Service,  to  secure  consistency.  Should  the  Council 
desire  to  reconsider  its  action  in  this  matter,  an  opportunity  is  still  af¬ 
forded.  The  rubric  merely  permits,  does  not  direct  the  participation 
of  the  congregation.  An  edition  of  5,000  copies  contains  the  permis¬ 
sion.  It  is  sanctioned  by  a  number  of  authorities  of  great  weight,  and 
has  been  used,  and  approved  in  use  by  some  of  our  largest  congrega¬ 
tions.  It  is  suggested  that  a  reconsideration  of  the  action  of  last  year 
would  occasion  no  inconvenience,  and  might  be  of  service. 

The  Committee  have  diligently  endeavored  to  secure  a  series  of  Family 
Prayers,  but  with  renewed  want  of  success.  No  less  than  three  separate 
efforts  have  been  made  to  this  end  by  those  whom  the  Committee  es¬ 
teemed  the  most  competent  persons,  and  all  have  utterly  failed.  We  are 
more  than  ever  convinced,  that  no  satisfactory  provision  can  be  made 
within  the  compass  prescribed.  The  very  richness  of  the  provision  of 
the  household  treasuries  of  devotion,  which  have  been  held  so  precious  by 
our  Church,  makes  the  meager  provision  ordered  seem  valueless.  We 
are  persuaded  that  the  order  of  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer  in  the  Cate¬ 
chism  as  rubricated  in  the  Church  Book  is  far  superior  to  the  arrange¬ 
ment  ordered,  and  beyond  that  a  separate  work  is  needed. 

I  he  preparation  of  the  Orders  for  Ministerial  Acts  is  not  yet  complete. 
The  multiplied  labors  and  little  leisure  of  those  engaged  in  their  prepara¬ 
tion  has  prevented  their  entire  preparation,  and  the  presentation  of  any¬ 
thing  less  than  the  whole  would  be  no  gain. 

An  arrangement  of  music  for  the  Church  Book,  its  liturgical  service, 
psalms,  canticles  and  hymns,  made  by  Miss  II.  R.  Krauth,  late  organist 
of  St.  Stephen’s  Church,  Philadelphia,  has  been  submitted  to  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  and  after  careful  examination  it  has  been  heartily  commended. 
The  parts  changed  in  the  new  edition  are  now  being  arranged,  and  the 
work  will  then  probably  go  into  the  hands  of  the  printer. 

The  Sunday  School  Service  and  Hymn  Book,  as  presented  in  outline  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Council,  has  been  subjected  to  a  thorough  re¬ 
vision  by  the  Committee,  in  which  the  structure  of  the  book  has  been  so 
much  altered  as  to  require  its  preparation  anew.  The  sub-committee 
charged  with  the  work  is  vigorously  engaged  upon  it. 

Respectfully  submitted,  The  Committee. 

Received. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  first  item,  adjourned.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  F.  Ehinger. 
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Seventh  Session. 

Monday,  Nov.  6,  2  P.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  Prof.  FritseheL 
The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  order  of  business  for  the  afternoon,  viz.,  Home  Missions, 
was  taken  up. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Rome  Missions. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Home  Mission  work  of  the  General 
Council  respectfully  present  the  following  report  of  their  labors  during 
the  past  year,  and  a  brief  review  of  this  great  interest  in  the  different 
Synods. 

The  Committee  have  held  monthly  meetings,  and  several  special  ones, 
for  mutual  consultation  and  prayer,  and  such  action  as  was  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  work  committed  to  their  charge.  These  meetings  have 
grown  in  interest,  and  have  served  both  to  acquaint  the  members  with 
the  growing  wants  of  the  many  fields  which  call  for  laborers,  and  to 
enable  them  to  comprehend  more  clearly  the  difficulties  which  embarrass 
us  in  our  operations. 

It  is  deeply  painful,  but  it  is  unavoidable,  that  we  again  refer  to  these 
difficulties,  even  more  plainly  than  in  a  former  report.  The  first  of  these, 
which  meets  us  at  every  step  in  our  progress,  is  the  want  of  means  to  ap¬ 
point  and  sustain  the  needed  laborers.  Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that 
the  Committee  must  be  supplied  by  the  Church  with  adequate  means  to 
carry  on  the  Mission  work,  or  they  must  be  permitted  to  collect  them, 
either  personally  or  through  agents,  in  the  District  Synods.  If  the  first 
of  these  is  not  done,  and  the  second  is  not  consented  to,  by  the  District 
Synods,  because  of  a  supposed  interference  with  the  Mission  work  on 
their  own  territory,  the  appointment  of  an  Executive  Committee  on  Home 
Missions  by  the  Council  and  its  Mission  work  will  be  a  mere  nominal 
affair.  The  General  Council,  foreseeing  this  issue  of  things,  wisely  re¬ 
quested  the  District  Synods  composing  it,  to  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer 
of  its  Executive  Committee  the  one-fifth  of  all  their  missionary  contribu¬ 
tions,  for  such  general  Mission  work  “  in  the  regions  beyond,”  as  the 
smaller  and  newer  Synods  could  not  perform.  This  reasonable  request, 
we  regret  to  say,  only  three  of  the  District  Synods  have  as  yet  complied 
with,  while  two  others,  the  New  York  and  Texas  Synods,  have  asked  to 
be  excused  on  the  ground  of  the  great  work  to  be  done  in  their  own 
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fields.  Most  of  the  other  Synods  have  taken  no  action  on  the  subject, 
and  the  Committee  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  not  only  personally 
paying  the  appropriation  to  one  of  their  most  important  Missions,  but  also 
to  become  responsible  for  loans  in  order  to  meet  the  salaries  of  those  who 
are  already  under  commission. 

It  is  easy  to  see,  that  if  such  a  short-sighted  policy  is  continued,  and 
the  contributions  for  Domestic  Missions  in  the  older  and  more  established 
portions  of  the  Church,  are  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  expended  in  supplying 
the  destitutions  on  their  territory,  the  Committee  will  have  to  choose  be¬ 
tween  the  embarrassment  of  debt,  or  the  abandonment  of  our  most  hopeful 
Missions.  The  inevitable  consequence  of  the  course  now  pursued  by  the 
majority  of  the  District  Synods  is,  so  to  cripple  the  missionary  operations 
of  the  Committee,  that  the  day  seems  more  distant  than  ever  of  any  im¬ 
portant  general  undertaking  being  successfully  carried  on  through  their 
instrumentality. 

The  want  of  laborers  of  a  suitable  character  for  the  Mission  work,  has 
this  year  also  been  most  painfully  felt.  In  several  instances,  however 
laborers  of  the  requisite  qualifications  could  have  been  procured  •  but 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  whole  amount  of  the  contributions  which 
passed  through  our  hands  was  $1,698.15,  it  will  be  understood  why  more 
could  not  be  commissioned.  Had  the  District  Synods  but  conscientiously 
carried  out  the  recommendation  of  the  Council,  in  the  payment  of  the  one- 
fifth  of  their  income,  the  operations  of  the  Committee  would  have  been 
materially  increased. 

During  the  past  year  the  Committee  have  had  seven  laborers  under 
commission,  to  whom  aid  was  extended  : 

1.  The  llev.  J.  L.  Stirewalt,  of  Germantown,  Ohio,  who  has  devoted 
one-half  of  his  time  to  missionary  superintendency  and  exploration  in 
Indiana.  Bro.  Stirewalt’s  labors  have  been  continued  under  great  bodily 
infirmity  and  repeated  attacks  of  sickness.  He  has,  nevertheless,  labored  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  in  the  ingathering  of  our  people,  the  organization 
and  dedication  of  churches,  and  the  supply  of  vacant  congregations  until 
pastors  could  be  obtained.  The  formation  of  a  new  Synod  in  Indiana  will, 
we  trust,  become  the  means  of  a  more  vigorous  missionary  agency  in  that 
State,  which  has  been  so  sadly  neglected  by  our  Eastern  Synods,  in  their 
missionary  labors  in  the  West. 

2.  The  ftev.  M.  C.  Horine  continued,  until  August  31st,  to  labor  as 
the  joint  Missionary  of  the  Committee  and  the  English  District  Synod 
of  Ohio,  at  Zanesville.  Since  then  he  is  aided  alone  by  that  Synod.  The 
result  of  his  labors  may  be  briefly  stated  to  be  the  reclamation  of  this 
important  interest  for  our  Church,  the  recovery  and  renovation  of  their 
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house  of  worship,  the  increase  of  the  communicant  membership  from 
eight  to  forty-one,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Sunday  Sschool  upon  a 
basis  of  permanent  efficiency.  By  the  continued  blessing  of  God  upon 
the  labors  of  His  servant,  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  vigorous  and  effi¬ 
cient  English  Lutheran  Church  being  built  up  in  Zanesville — a  city  con¬ 
taining  so  many  excellent  materials  for  the  establishment  of  such  a 
congregation. 

3.  The  Bev.  W.  P.  Buthrauff  has  continued,  during  the  past  year,  as 
our  Missionary  at  Akron,  Summit  county,  Ohio,  and  adjacent  counties. 
The  English  congregation  in  this  city  was  organized  by  the  Committee  not 
quite  two  years  ago,  and  we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  a  church 
edifice  is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  which  will  be  alike  worthy  of  this 
energetic  flock,  and  our  pure,  evangelical  faith.  The  part  which  is  being 
erected  will  cost  upwards  of  $35,000,  and  will  be  free  from  debt.  The 
congregation  already  numbers  65  communicants,  among  whom  are  some 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  city.  The  Church  has  also  pur¬ 
chased  and  paid  for  an  excellent  brick  parsonage.  At  Alliance,  Ohio,  a 
lot  has  finally  been  secured,  and  measures  are  being  taken  for  the  erection 
of  a  chapel  upon  it.  At  both  these  places  the  labor  has  been  very  great, 
and  at  times  discouraging ;  but  by  perseverance  and  the  Divine  blessing, 
success  must  crown  our  endeavors. 

4.  Vandalia,  111. ,  which  became  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  Bev.  J. 
Bugan,  was  supplied,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  by  the  Bev. 
H.  Beck,  of  Jacksonville,  Ill.,  until  May,  1871,  when  the  Bev.  J.  L. 
Smith,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  entered  upon  his  labors.  These,  we  deeply  regret  to 
state,  have  been  greatly  hindered  by  sickness  in  his  own  person  and  fam¬ 
ily,  but  with  this  exception,  the  Mission  has  been  encouraged  and 
strengthened  by  his  zealous  labors.  It  is  yet  too  soon  to  report  the  nu¬ 
merical  increase,  but  the  prospects  are  of  the  most  hopeful  character. 

5.  The  Bev.  J.  Heckel,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  was  transferred  to  the 
Executive  Committee  by  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  in  November  last,  and 
since  then  has  labored  with  singular  fidelity  and  success  at  Knoxville 
and  numerous  other  German  settlements  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  By 
the  Divine  blessing,  a  neat  and  comfortable  church  has  been  erected  in 
Knoxville,  which  is  now  paid  for,  and  the  congregation  has  already  become 
self-sustaining.  At  Atlanta,  Ga.,  a  German  Lutheran  congregation  was 
collected  by  Bro.  Heckel,  and  a  pastor  has  since  been  called  in  the  per¬ 
son  of  Bev.  Mr.  Dunsing,  of  the  Iowa  Synod.  A  congregation  of  Ger¬ 
man  Lutherans  has  also  been  organized  in  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  which  is, 
however,  greatly  suffering  for  want  of  a  Minister,  who  would  live  among 
the  people,  and  would  be  able  to  instruct  the  youth  of  the  Church  as  well 
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as  preach  the  Word.  The  church  at  the  Wartburg,  Morgan  county  ? 
Tenn.,  with  the  various  smaller  German  settlements  in  E.  Tenn.,  have 
been  visited  and  served  by  Pastor  Heckel,  as  frequently  as  possible  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year.  In  like  manner,  the  German  Lutheran  congregation 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  has  been  provided  with  a  Pastor  in  the  person  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Nolte,  likewise  of  the  Iowa  Synod,  who  was  duly  installed  by  our 
Missionary. 

6.  The  Ilev.  Frank  Richards  and  the  “  English  Lutheran  Church  of 
Mercy”  were  transferred  to  the  Committee  by  the  Pittsburgh  Synod,  at 
the  same  time.  A  year  of  labor  and  comparative  success  had  just  passed, 
when  the  congregation  lost  their  beautiful  sanctuary  in  the  general  de¬ 
struction;  and  now,  naught  remains  but  the  little  scattered  flock,  their  own 
homes  and  earthly  all,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  burnt  out  and  their 
holy  and  beautiful  house  in  ashes.  Now,  more  than  ever,  do  the  Com¬ 
mittee  feel  that  this  church  is  indispensable  to  our  Western  work,  and  wo 
commend  both  the  Missionary  and  the  work  of  rebuilding  the  sanctuary, 
to  the  generous  sympathies  of  the  whole  brotherhood. 

7.  Since  the  1st,  of  May,  the  Rev.  D.  M.  Henkel  has  been  under  com¬ 
mission,  as  the  joint  Missionary  of  this  Committee  and  the  Virginia  Syn¬ 
od,  in  Richmond,  Va.  Owing  to  a  variety  of  causes,  the  English  Luth¬ 
eran  Mission  there  was  very  much  discouraged  and  scattered,  and  time 
and  painstaking,  with  much  prayer,  will  be  necessary  to  gather  it  again. 
The  reports  of  Bro.  Henkel,  however,  indicate  a  cheerful  hope  that  by 
God’s  blessing,  a  church  edifice  will  be  erected  during  the  coming  year, 
and  that  then,  with  a  sanctuary  of  their  own,  a  congregation  of  a  perma¬ 
nent  character  will  be  gathered. 

8.  The  earnest  appeals  of  Rev.  Pastor  Sieker  to  the  Committee,  for  aid 
in  the  support  of  numerous  Missionaries  in  the  Minnesota  Synod,  could  be 
responded  to  only  by  a  small  appropriation  in  money  ;  but  the  Committee, 
by  means  of  personal  application  to  a  number  of  English  Lutheran  Churches 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Synod,  were  enabled  to  send  valuable  boxes  of  cloth¬ 
ing,  &c.,  to  the  amount  of  some  seven  hundred  dollars,  which  were  of  great 
service  to  a  number  of  suffering  Pastors  and  Missionaries,  laboring  among 
the  scattered  Germans  in  the  frontier  counties  of  the  State.  These  offer¬ 
ings  of  the  Christian  love  of  the  female  members  of  our  Church  wore  most 
gratefully  received  and  acknowledged,  both  by  Pastor  Sieker  and  those 
who  were  enabled,  by  this  timely  aid,  to  remain  at  their  difficult  posts  of 
duty. 

9.  In  the  absence  of  pecuniary  aid,  the  Committee  was  enabled,  in  the 
same  way,  to  render  material  assistance  to  various  Missionaries  aud  strug¬ 
gling  Pastors  in  the  Swedish  and  Norwegian  Augustana  Synods.  The 
services  of  the  ladies  in  the  churches  of  Rev.  Drs.  Schaeffer,  Greenwald 


and  Seiss,  and  Rev.  Messrs  Laird  and  Kunkelman,  are  hereby  thankfully 
acknowledged.  At  the  same  time,  the  hope  is  confidently  expressed  that 
the  example  of  these  excellent  women,  “  who  labored  with  us  in  the  gos¬ 
pel,”  will  be  imitated  by  many  others,  and  that,  this  year  also,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  will  be  aided  in  their  work  by  the  same  service  of  faith  and 
charity. 

These  feeble  results,  alas  !  are  all  that  the  Committee  can  refer  to, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  journeys  of  exploration  into  the  Western 
States,  by  members  of  the  Committee,  at  the  outlay  of  a  small  sum  for 
travelling  expenses.  We  therefore  pass  on  to  a  brief  survey  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionary  operations  of  the  different  District  Synods. 

PENNSYLVANIA  SYNOD. 

The  Mission  Committee  of  this  Synod  have  had  ten  Missionaries  under 
their  care,  viz. :  the  Rev.  Messrs.  P.  Tsenschmidt,  of  Norristown  ;  J.  Id. 
Schmidt,  of  White  Haven;  D.  M.  Henkel,  of  Stroudsburg;  G.  H.  Tra- 
bert,  of  Ephrafca ;  A.  Id.  Bartholomew,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.;  F.  K.  Hunt- 
singer,  of  St.  Luke’s,  Reading ;  J.  Leonberger,  of  Riverside,  N.  J. ;  J.  H 
Fritz,  of  Millville,  N.  J.;  F.  W.  Guensch,  of  Jersey  Shore,  and  Pastor 
Buehler,  of  Doylestowm  Nearly  30  Congregations  and  Stations  have 
thus  been  provided  with  the  stated  ministrations  of  the  G-ospel,  and 
many  of  the  scattered  members  of  our  Church  have  been  gathered  into 
the  fold.  The  sum  of  $2,350  was  expended  on  these  Missions;  the 
Castle  Harden  Mission  was  assisted,  as  heretofore;  and  small  appropria¬ 
tions  were  made  to  several  Southern  Synods.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
Board  of  City  Missions,  in  Philadelphia,  has  under  its  care  six  distinct 
Missions,  viz.:  the  German  Church,  at  Frankford;  the  two  G-erman 
Churches  at  Germantown  and  Rising  Sun,  and  the  New  St.  Michael's 
Gertnau  Church,  on  Cumberland  and  Trenton  avenue,  Philadelphia  ;  the 
English  Church  at  Chestnut  Hill,  St.  Peter’s  English,  at  Philadelphia^ 
and  St.  Stephen’s,  West  Philadelphia.  The  support  of  these  six  Missions, 
amounting  to  $2,750,  was  contributed  mainly  by  the  older  churches  of 
our  faith  in  Philadelphia.  And  so  gratifying  have  been  the  results  of 
the  labors  of  these  Missionaries  in  establishing  these  young  and  weak 
churches,  that  several  new  Mission  stations  have  recently  been  made 
among  the  German  population  within  the  limits  of  the  city. 

It  must,  however,  be  evident  lo  all  who  are  in  the  least  acquainted 
with  the  vast  masses  of  Lutheran  material  in  the  hands  of  the  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  Synod,  and  particularly  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  other 
large  towns  and  cities  which  are  growing  up  in  the  coal  regions  of  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  that  the  amount  expended  for  missionary  labor  in  so  dense 
a  population,  iQ  altogether  inadequate  to  the  work  which  the  Church 
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must  perform  in  behalf  of  her  long  neglected  and  scattered  membership. 
If,  instead  of  $5,000,  treble  this  sum  were  devoted  to  this  interesting 
teiritory,  and  a  system  of  Missions  was  inaugurated  and  carried  out, 
which  would  embrace  the  many  hopeful  and  important  centres  of  popu¬ 
lation  )  the  wilderness  and  solitary  places  would  be  glad  because  of  the 
faithful  ministry  of  the  Word,  and  the  desert  would  rejoice  and  blossom 
as  the  rose. 

THE  NEW  YORK  MINISTERIUM. 

The  Mission  Committee  of  this  Synod  have  labored  with  greatly  in¬ 
creased  zeal  in  the  wide  Mission  field  in  the  States  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey.  The  Missions  under  its  care  have  been  the  English  Mission  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y. ;  German,  in  East  Brooklyn;  Waterloo,  Mt.  Vernon, 
Port  Chester,  Cornhill,  Utica,  Hudson  City,  in  charge  of  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Hill,  Frey,  Ebson,  Berkemyer,  Hauk,  Biittner  and  Maschopp.  All  of 
these,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  in  Waterloo,  seem  to  have  made  en¬ 
couraging  progress.  The  amount  expended  on  them  was  $1,080.40.  In 
addition  to  these,  the  New  York  Conference,  ot  the  same  Synod,  has  had 
under  its  care  and  partial  support  the  following  Missions :  German  Luth¬ 
eran  Churches  at  Ycnkers,  Newark  Bay,  N.  J.,  Thirty-Fourth  street  and 
Eighth  avenue,  Eighty-Fifth  street  and  Ninth  avenue,  East  Morrisania, 
and  several  smaller  stations  which  are  served  by  neighboring  pastors. 
The  amount  thus  expended  will  probably  leach  $2,000.  It  is  gratifying 
to  notice,  that  at  the  recent  Convention  of  this  Synod  measures  were 
adopted  which  will  largely  increase  the  missionary  activity  of  this  Synod, 
and  develop  in  the  churches  a  spirit  of  liberality  which  promises  the  most 
important  results.  If  the  sum  of  $10,000  could  be  annually  secured  for 
this  object,  only  a  comparatively  small  part  of  the  large  territory  of  this 
Synod  could  be  reached  by  such  an  outlay- — so  wide-spread  is  the  destitu¬ 
tion,  particularly  among  the  German  population  in  and  near  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  the  adjacent  State  of  New  Jersey. 

THE  PITTSBURGH  SYNOD. 

The  Missions  of  this  Synod  are  now  confined  to  the  western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  German  settlements  in  Western  Virginia,  and  one  in 
a  border  county  in  Ohio,  those  in  East  Tennessee  and  Chicago  having 
been  transferred  to  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  General  Council. 
They  are  thirteen  in  number,  and  consist  of  the  Birmingham  and  East 
Liberty  English  Missions,  the  Corry  German,  the  Monongahela  German, 
the  franklin  and  Oil  City  English,  the  West  Va.  German,  the  New  Leb¬ 
anon  English,  the  Liverpool  German,  the  Saxonburg  English,  the  Butler, 
English,  the  North-Eastern  German  and  English,  the  Horn  Settlement 
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English,  and  the  Allegheny  Valley  English.  The  Missionaries  were  the 
Rev.  Messrs.  Melhorn,  Waters,  Jaeckel,  Schweigert,  Lang,  Friedrich? 
Swingle,  Fritz,  Geschwind,  Brenneman,  Wilson  and  Kribbs,  who 
preach  statedly  to  nearly  thirty  organized  congregations,  and  at  many 
other  places.  The  past  year  has  been  one  of  quiet  growth  and  establish¬ 
ment,  a  number  of  new  churches  having  been  organized,  amd  several 
houses  of  worship  consecrated  to  the  service  of  Christ — while  larger  or 
smaller  classes  of  Catechists  have  been  confirmed,  and  valuable  additions 
made  to  the  membership  by  certificate  and  restoration.  The  territory 
occupied  by  this  Synod  is,  to  a  great  extent,  a  new  field  for  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  only  by  the  most  persevering  and  diligent  labor,  publicly 
and  from  house  to  house,  is  it  possible  to  gather  and  build  up  churches. 
Almost  everywhere,  however,  the  labor  of  an  earnest  ministry  is  demand¬ 
ed,  and  out  of  the  scattered  elements  of  our  own  Church,  a,nd  the  neg¬ 
lected  of  other  communions,  living  and  working  churches  are  established, 
The  sum  of  S3, 343  was  contributed  for  the  Mission  work  of  the  Synod 
during  the  past  year,  one-fifth  of  which  was  paid  over  to  the  General 
Council’s  treasury.  At  least  double  this  sum  is  needed  to  carry  on  the 
Missionary  work  with  anything  like  the  necessary  efficiency,  and  when 
our  membership  give  the  small  sum  of  one  dollar  per  annum,  more  than 
this  amount  can  be  secured. 

THE  ENGLISH  DISTRICT  SYNOD  OF  OHIO. 

Two  years  ago,  this  body  adopted  the  plan  of  Missionary  operations 
recommended  by  the  General  Council.  Since  that  time  the  efficiency  of 
the  Synod  in  the  Missionary  work  has  been  more  than  quadrupled.  The 
Zanesville  and  Lima  English  Missions,  with  aid  extended  to  several  small 
charges,  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Mission  Committee  during, 
the  past  year.  The  success  of  their  labors  has  been  of  such  a  cheering 
nature,  that  several  new  Missions  were  laid  out  at  their  recent  Convention 
and  arrangements  were  made  to  raise  the  neceasary  means  for  the  sup¬ 
port  of  the  Mission  cause.  The  sum  of  $923.15  was  paid  out  for  this 
cause,  of  which  sum  $173.15  were  paid  into  the  General  Council’s  treas¬ 
ury. 

THE  AUGUSTAN  4  SYNOD. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  Missionary  plan  of  the  Council,  by  this  Synod, 
two  years  ago,  a  new  life  has  characterized  the  operations  of  this  body, 
already  so  active  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  kingdom  of  God.  Nowhere, 
certainly,  was  the  destitution  so  wide  spread  and  distressing  as  among  the 
Swedish  population  of  the  West;  and  we  are  happy  at  being  able  to  add, 
that  nowhere  in  our  American  Church  have  the  results  of  Missionary  labor 
been  more  remarkable  and  gratifying  than  among  these,  our  dispersed 
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brethren.  In  addition  to  the  large  amount  of  Missionary  work  performed 
by  the  settled  Pastors,  in  the  supply  of  vacant  charges  and  settlements 
in  the  District  Conferences,  the  Mission  Committee  of  the  Synod  have 
employed  five  travelling  Missionaries,  viz. :  the  Rev.  Pastors  S.  A.  Ceder- 
stam,  S.  P.  A.  Lindahl,  L.  G.  Larsen,  J.  Magny,  and  G.  A.  Berggren,  who 
have  travelled  extensively  in  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Da- 
cotah,  Missouri,  Iowa,  Michigan  and  the  north-western  counties  of' west¬ 
ern  Pennsylvania  and  New  York — visiting  and  exploring  every  known 
Swedish  settlement,  and  preaching  the  Word  to  thousands  of  their  dispers¬ 
ed  and  neglected  countrymen.  A  large  number  of  congregations  has  been 
organized,  a  number  of  new  churches  erected,  sites  for  others  secured,  sev¬ 
eral  pastorates  formed  and  supplied  with  ministers,  and  an  amount  of  pre¬ 
paratory  work  performed  which  will  tell  with  the  happiest  results  in  the  fu¬ 
ture  Missionary  operations  of  the  Synod.  The  hunger  and  thirst  of  the 
people  for  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  multitudes 
for  the  sacraments  of  God’s  house,  have  been  the  most  cheering  tokens  of 
a  blessed  spiritual  harvest,  yet  to  be  gathered  in.  Upwards  of  S3, 000 
were  contributed  by  the  churches  of  the  Augustana  Synod  to  carry  on  this 
part  of  the  work  among  their  countrymen.  The  principal  difficulty,  how¬ 
ever,  being  not  so  much  the  lack  of  means,  as  of  experienced  and  abls 
men,  who  could  be  spared  without  detriment,  from  the  older  churches  of 
the  Synod.  “  The  harvest  is  truly  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few.” 

THE  MICHIGAN  SYNOD. 

We  are  not  informed  whether  this  Synod  has  adopted  the  Missionary 
plan  of  the  Council,  but  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  at  the  recent 
Convention  in  Kalamazoo,  a  travelling  Missionary  was  appointed  in  the 
person  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Raw,  of  Ruby  P.O.,  St.  Clair  Co.,  Mich.,  who  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  newly  organized  German  Lutheran  church  in  Greenwood  Tp., 
and  several  other  neighboring  stations,  is  charged  with  the  exploration 
and  supply  of  the  many  destitute  settlements  of  Germans  in  the  North¬ 
eastern  counties  of  the  State.  In  addition  to  the  aid  thus  rendered,  this 
Synod  appropriated  small  sums  for  missionary  labor  to  the  pastors  of  sev¬ 
eral  of  the  smaller  charges  in  their  bounds. 

THE  CANADA  SYNOD. 

No  official  report  of  the  Missionary  operations  of  this  Synod  has  reach¬ 
ed  us.  From  a  few  imperfect  items  which  were  handed  us  this  morning, 
we  reeret  to  say  that  the  Mission  work  within  the  bounds  of  this  Synod, 
has  not  been  prosecuted  as  vigorously  as  in  former  years;  owing,  in  part  to 
a  debt  which  prevented  new  operation  and  the  formation  of  new  Missions. 
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In  Hamilton,  the  church  of  the  Herman  Congregation,  under  Rev.  G. 
Schmidt,  is  now  happily  free  from  debt,  and  the  Council  propose  to  erect 
a  suitable  parsonage.  The  Toronto  City  Mission,  after  a  vacancy  of  nine 
months,  and  a  short  supply  for  the  past  four  months,  is  again  vacant. 
The  Aldborough  Mission,  of  which  the  Rev.  Zahn  is  pastor,  has  paid  for 
its  church  and  parsonage.  The  Mission  at  Middleton  is  vacant,  and  the 
the  one  in  Morrison,  is  served  quarterly  from  Toronto.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Missionary  spirit  will  again  be  revived  in  this  Synod,  which  is 
the  fruit  of  the  Missionary  spirit  of  past  years.  Only  in  this  way  can  the 
scattered  members  of  our  communion  be  reached  by  the  living  ministry 
in  a  province  where  so  many  forces  are  at  work  to  alieniate  the  Germans 
alike  from  their  language  and  their  faith. 


The  report  was  received,  considered,  and  as  a  whole,  adopted. 

Council  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Home  Missions. 

Revs.  J.  Eishburn  and  H.  W.  Roth,  and  Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry 
were  appointed  Tellers,  who  reported  the  election  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing; 

Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions. 


Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant.  D.  D., 
“  Samuel  Laird, 

“  G.  A.  Wenzel, 

“  J.  Iv.  Melhorn, 

“  II.  W.  Roth, 


Thomas  II.  Lane, 
D.  M.  Armor, 

J.  A.  Doyle, 

L.  Kim, 

A.  Lange,  M.  D. 


teachers’  seminary. 

Permission  was  given  Rev.  J.  H.  Baden  to  address  the  Conven¬ 
tion,  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of  a  Seminary  near  .New 
York  City  for  the  training  of  Teachers  for  Parochial  Schools. 
Upon  which  a  series  of  resolutions  was  introduced. 

Pending  their  consideration  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Rev,  G.  W.  Mechling. 


Eighth  Session. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  7,  9  A.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  E.  Smith.  The 
roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  English  Church  Book 
Committee  was  resumed. 
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Resolved ,  After  a  farther  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  that  the  action  of  the  last  Convention  of  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  (see  Minutes  of  1870,  p.  37,)  in  regard  to  the  non-approyal  of 
the  change  in  the  rubric,  between  the  parts  of  the  Form  for  Con¬ 
fession  of  Sins  in  the  Morning  Service,  made  by  the  Committee, 
be  rescinded,  and  that  the  rubric  remain  ;  it  being  understood  that 
we  do  not  mean  to  approve,  by  this  resolution,  of  the  alteration  of 
any  part  of  the  Church  Book,  without  the  consent  of  the  General 
Council. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel. 


Ninth  Session, 

Tuesday,  Nov.  7,  2  P.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  C.  H. 
Thomsen.  The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  ap¬ 
proved. 

ENGLISH  CHURCH  BOOK. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  English  Church  Book 
Committee  was  resumed. 

Resolved ,  That  the  preparation  of  a  series  of  Family  Prayers 
for  the  Church  Book  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee,  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  continue  this  work. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  as  many 
of  the  Orders  for  Ministerial  Acts  as  possible,  and  have  them 
printed  in  provisional  form,  and  submitted  to  the  next  meeting  of 
the  General  Council  for  consideration  and  approval. 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  future  no  proposition  to  change  any  part 
of  the  service  in  the  Church  Book,  either  in  the  text  or  in  the  ru¬ 
brics,  shall  be  entertained  by  the  Council,  unless  notice  of  such 
proposition  has  been  given  at  a  previous  Convention. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole. 

ARCHIVES, 

The  Secretaries  and  English  ex- Secretary  were  instructed  to  trans¬ 
fer  the  documents  of  the  Council  in  their  possession  to  the  charge 
of  the  Archivarius. 
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Historical  Society. 

The  undersigned,  a  appointed  to  digest  a  plan  for  the  formation  of  a 
Historical  Society  in  connection  with  the  General  Council,”  respectfully 
submits  the  following : 

(a)  That  a  Historical  Society  be  organized  in  connection  with  the 
General  Council. 

(b)  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  Constitution  for  such 
a  Society. 

(c)  That  the  Executive  Committee  designate  some  one  having  a  taste 
and  facilities  for  the  work,  as  a  Historian,  who  shall  present  a  report 
embracing  the  transactions  for  the  year,  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  this  country,  and  that  provision  be  made  for  the  annual  pub¬ 
lication  of  this  report. 

(d)  That  each  of  the  District  Synods  be  requested  to  appoint  a  Histo¬ 
rian,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  gather  items,  and  make  record  of  the 
growth  and  work  of  the  Church,  especially  within  the  bounds  of  the 
District  Synod,  for  each  passing  year;  at  the  same  time,  also,  collecting 
facts  and  incidents  connected  with  the  founding,  organization,  &c.,  of 
the  Synod  and  its  several  congregations. 

H.  W.  Roth. 

Received. 

Resolved ,  That  this  report  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three, 
who  shall  prepare  a  Constitution  for  a  Historical  Society. 

Committee — Revs.  H.  W.  Roth,  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  and 

II.  E.  Jacobs. 

CHARTER  OF  TIIE  GENERAL  COUNCIL. 

The  Charter  of  the  General  Council,  secured  by  the  officers  of 
the  last  Convention,  was  read  as  follows : 

An  Act 

To  Incorporate  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 

North  America. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania ,  in  General  Assembly  met,  and 
it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same ,  That  G.  P.  Krauth,  C. 
W.  Schaeffer,  W.  A.  Passavant  and  S.  Gross  Fry,  of  Pennsylvania,  Peter 
P.  Keller,  of  New  York,  E.  G.  Carlsson,  of  Illinois,  and  J.  H.  Sieker,  of 
Minnesota,  and  their  successors  in  office  duly  elected,  as  hereinafter 
specified,  be  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  and  declared  a  body  politic 
and  corporate  in  deed  and  in  law,  by  the  name  and  style  and  title  of 
Tr  ustees  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
North  America. 
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Section  2.  That  said  corporation  shall  have  perpetual  sue  cession, 
and  the  right  to  hold  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities,  franchises  and 
other  hereditaments,  and  also  personal  property,  which  may  be  conveyed, 
assigned,  transferred,  devised  and  bequeathed  to  them,  or  to  any  person 
or  persons  in  trust  for  them,  and  the  same  shall  be  vested  in  said  corpo¬ 
ration  forever,  for  such  uses  and  purposes  as  said  conveyances,  assign* 
merits,  transfers,  bequests  and  devises  were  respectively  made  or  intended; 
and  said  corporation  is  hereby  declared  to  be  seized  and  possessed  of  such 
estates  and  interests  therein  as  in  and  by  said  conveyances,  assignments, 
transfers,  bequests  and  devises  thereof,  is  or  are  declared,  limited,  express¬ 
ed  or  intended.  And  further,  said  corporation  shall  have  all  the  rights, 
franchises  and  powers  which  by  law  pertain  to  corporations,  the  right  to 
hold  and  possess  real  and  personal  property  yielding  a  net  annual  income 
not  exceeding  fifty  thousand  (150,000)  dollars,  and  the  same  to  sell,  con¬ 
vey  and  dispose  of  at  pleasure,  but  said  limitation  not  to  be  construed  as 
including  the  annual  or  periodical  collections  and  voluntary  contribu¬ 
tions  made  in  the  churches  under  the  care  of  said  General  Council,  or 
contributions  from  any  other  source  :  Provided,  That  in  cases  where  spe¬ 
cial  instructions  for  the  management  and  disposal  of  any  of  the  real  or 
personal  property  of  the  corporation  shall  be  given  by  the  General  Council 
in  writing  under  the  hand  of  their  Secretary,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
corporation  to  act  according  to  such  instructions. 

Section  3.  That  no  misnomer  of  said  corporation  shall  defeat,  or  an¬ 
nul  any  gift,  grant,  devise  or  bequest  to  or  from  said  corporation  :  Pro¬ 
vided ,  That  the  intent  of  such  gift,  grant,  devise  or  bequest  shall  sufficient¬ 
ly  appear,  that  the  same  was  intended  to  pass  to  or  from  said  corporation. 

Section  4.  That  said  corporation  shall  have  power  to  adopt  and  use 
one  common  seal,  and  the  same  to  break,  alter,  amend  and  renew  at  pleas¬ 
ure. 

Section  5.  That  said  corporation,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  afore¬ 
said,  shall  be  able  to  sue  and  be  sued,  to  plead  and  be  impleaded  in  any 
court  of  law  or  equity  or  before  any  alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace,  in 
all  manner  of  suits,  complaints,  pleas,  matters  and  demands  of  whatever 
nature,  kind  or  form  the  same  may  be. 

Section  6.  That  said  corporation  shall  have  full  power  to  make* 
pass  and  establish  by-laws  for  the  proper  administration  of  the  funds  and 
the  due  government  of  said  corporation  :  Provided,  That  said  by-laws 
be  not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  or  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Section  7.  That  said  corporators  shall  compose  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees  of  said  corporation,  until  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Generai 
Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  North  America,  when 
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two  trustees  in  addition  shall  be  elected  by  said  General  Council,  who 
with  said  corporators  shall  constitute  thereafter  a  full  Board  of  Trustees, 
who  shall  be  divided  into  three  classes  of  three  members  each  in  alpha¬ 
betical  order,  and  whose  term  of  office  shall  expire  as  follows,  to  wit :  the 
term  of  office  for  the  first  class  shall  expire  on  the  third  Monday  of  No¬ 
vember,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-two; 
the  term  of  office  of  the  second  class  shall  expire  on  the  third  Monday  of 
November,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- three ; 
and  the  term  of  office  of  the  third  class  shall  expire  on  the  third  Monday 
ol  November,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four. 
Further,  the  said  General  Council  shall,  at  their  regular  meeting  in  the 
year  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- two,  arid  an¬ 
nually  thereafter,  elect  three  persons  to  serve  as  trustees,  to  supply  the 
places  of  those  whose  term  of  office  shall  expire  as  aforesaid  :  Provided 
however,  that  on  failure  to  elect  trustees  as  aforesaid,  or  in  case  of  death, 
resignation  or  other  inability,  those  remaining  in  office  shall  have  full  pow¬ 
er  to  fill  such  vacancies  until  the  next  regular  meeting  of  said  General 
Council. 

Section  8.  That  five  members  of  thi3  corporation  shall  constitute  a 
quorum,  and  be  a  sufficient  number  to  transact  the  business  of  said  cor¬ 
poration,  to  make  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations,  whose  regular  meetings 
shall  be  held  annually  during  the  sessions  of  the  General  Council.  Spe¬ 
cial  and  adjourned  meetings  may  also  be  held  :  Provided ,  That  previous  to 
any  special  meeting  of  said  corporation  not  appointed  by  adjournment, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  calling  a  meeting,  to  cau  se  notice  to 
sent  by  mail  to  each  member  ten  days  prior  to  such  meeting.  And  said 
corporation  may,  as  often  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  by-laws,  elect 
from  said  Board  of  Trustees,  a  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treas¬ 
urer  or  other  officers. 

Section  9.  That  all  questions  before  said  corporation,  shall  be  decided 
by  a  majority  of  the  trustees  present.  And  said  corporation  shall  keep 
regular  and  fair  entries  of  their  proceedings,  and  a  just  account  of  their 
receipts  aud  disbursements,  in  a  book  or  books  kept  for  that  purpose;  and 
the  Treasurer  shall  exhibit  to  said  General  Council,  at  each  regular  meet¬ 
ing,  an  exact  statement  of  the  accounts  of  said  corporation. 

James  H.  Webb, 

Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Peps. 
William  A.  Wallace, 
Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved  the  29th  day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-one. 


Jno.  W.  Geary. 
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Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Harrisburg,  June  4th,  A.  H.  1871. 

Pennsylvania,  ss.  : 

I  do  hereby  certify ,  That  the  foregoing  and  annexed  is  a  full,  true 
[seal]  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  Act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
entitled  11  An  Act  to  incorporate  the  General  Council  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  North  America ’’  as  the  same  remains  on 
file  in  this  office.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  caused  the  seal  of  the  Secretary’s  office  to  be  affixed,  the  day  and 
year  above  written.  J.  M.  Weakley, 

Deputy  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth . 

Resolved ,  That  the  Charter  be  accepted. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Treasurer  be  instructed  to  inform  the  Sec¬ 
retary  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  of  the  acceptance  of 
the  Charter. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Charter  be  referred  to  a  Committee  who 
shall  report  the  changes  necessary  to  secure  uniformity  between 
the  Charter  and  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Council,  and  nom¬ 
inate  two  persons  to  fill  the  the  number  of  Trustees  as  provided  in 
the  charter. 

Committee:  Revs.  J.  Fry,  IP.  W.  Roth,  W.  A.  Passavant,  D. 
D.,  and  Messrs.  S.  Gross  Fry  and  F.  Schack. 

The  Committee  on  the  President’s  Report,  presented  their  report, 
the  consideration  of  which  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Adjourned  to  meet  this  evening  at  7  o’clock.  Prayer  by  Rev. 
W.  P.  Ruthrauff. 


Tenth  Session. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  7,  7  P.  M. 
The  evening  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  Fishburn. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  President’s  Report 

Was  again  taken  up  for  action.  It  was  amended  and  adopted  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  President’s  Report,  submit 
the  following : 
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1.  The  Committee  recommends  that  the  fraternal  letter  of  the  Leipsic 
Conference,  held  in  June,  1870,  be  translated  into  English,  read  before 
this  Convention,  and  printed  in  our  Minutes,  and  that  the  thanks  of  the 
Council  be  returned  to  Rev.  Prof.  Fritschel,  for  his  service  in  repre¬ 
senting  this  body  in  the  Leipsic  Conference.  Also,  that  the  German 
Secretary  be  instructed  to  send  copies  of  our  Minutes  to  the  Officers  of 
the  Leipsic  Conference,  from  year  to  year. 

2.  In  regard  to  the  Castle  Garden  Mission,  we  recommend  that  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  officers  be  approved. 

3.  In  regard  to  the  account  of  Sherman  &  Co.,  for  printing  the  German 
Hymn  Book,  we  recommend  that  said  account  be  given  to  the  Treasurer 
for  payment  •  and  that  the  attention  of  the  District  Synods  be  again  called 
to  the  resolution  passed  at  the  last  Convention,  viz.,  “That  the  District 
Synods  be  requested  to  contribute  their  quota  of  the  expense  of  publish¬ 
ing  this  book,  in  its  present  form.”  (See  Min.  of  1870,  p.  39) 

4.  Finally,  we  recommend  that  the  President’s  Report  be  printed  with 
the  minutes. 

G.  A.  Wenzel, 

G.  Vorberg, 

G.  W.  Mechltng, 

P.  P.  Keller, 

W.  Echardt. 

Report  as  a  whole  adopted. 

Following  is  the  letter  referred  to  in  the  first  item  of  the  above 
report  : 

Letter  of  the  General  Lutheran  Conference  in  Germany ,  to  the 
General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America  : 

Reverend  and  Belovee  Brethren  in  the  Lord:  The  letter  by 
which,  soon  after  our  first  meeting  in  Hanover  (June,  1868),  you  sent  us,  by 
your  honorable  President,  the  salutations  of  your  fraternal  love,  has  been 
laid  before  us  on  this  day,  on  which  the  grace  of  our  God  has  granted  us 
a  second  meeting,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to  express  to  you  our  gratitude 
and  rejoicing. 

You  may  be  assured,  beloved  brethren  in  the  Lord,  that  we  have  ac¬ 
companied  your  labors  for  the  union  of  our  Church  in  America,  with  the 
same  interest  as  you  did  ours.  That  at  the  same  time  in  which  we  in 
this  country  have  been  led  by  the  pressure  of  the  times  to  tie  firmer  the 
bonds  of  union  among  us,  you  also  not  only  expressed  the  desire  for  a 
closer  union,  but  accomplished  so  much  on  the  right  foundation  of  sure 
doctrine.  All  this  mustc  ertainly  be  a  testimony  to  us,  that  one  and  the 
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same  heart  beats  in  your  churches  and  in  our3,  that  we  have  one  and  the 
same  heavenly  King,  who  in  his  one  body  on  this  and  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  through  His  one  Spirit,  awakens  the  same  impulses;  and 
we  therefore  must  take  it  also  as  a  vivid  indication  that  you  and  we  are 
one  flesh  and  one  blood,  and  must  live  and  labor  and  suffer  and  hope  to¬ 
gether. 

We  therefore  rejoice  in  the  union  of  the  Lutheran  Churches  and 
Synods  of  America,  as  it  has  begun  to  form  itself  in  the  “  General  Council 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America.”  We  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  caution  with  which  you  have  acted,  not  being  over 
anxious  for  premature  fruits  or  hasty  alliances,  trying  first  every¬ 
where  to  gain  the  Ann  foundation  of  a  clear  understanding  and  an  unmis¬ 
takable  confession  in  order  that  the  building  might  become  solid.  We 
praise  the  grace  of  God  through  which  you  have  achieved  such  great 
success.  And  we  are  confident  that  He  who  has  begun  the  good  work 
amongst  you,  will  also  perform  it  to  the  end. 

For  ourselves  we  ask  from  you  the  prayers  of  heartfelt  and  sorrowing  synr 
pathy.  We  cannot  speak  to  you  of  success  attained  or  of  victories  won, 
but  of  dangers  and  anxieties  in  the  midst  of  which  we  stand.  In  looking 
around  us,  we  behold  on  the  one  side  our  old  foe,  the  Church  of  Rome) 
seeking  to  rally  with  fresh  energy  by  educing  the  last  consequences  of 
her  fundamental  antagonism  to  the  Word  and  Gospel  of  our  God  ;  on  the 
other  side  we  behold  infidelity  and  apostasy  eating  up  the  marrow  of  the 
European  nations,  and  finding  among  ourselves  allies  and  instruments  in 
those  blinded  ones,  who  fancy  to  crown  the  work  of  the  Reformation  by 
betraying  to  modern  culture  the  inalienable  foundations  and  objects  of  our 
Christain  faith.  We  behold  a  theology  which  claims  to  be  called  believ¬ 
ing  and  positive,  scarcely  refraining  from  publicly  proclaiming  the  “  non 
licet  esse  vos  ”  against  the  Church  of  Luther ;  and  those  who  ought  to 
know,  that  by  divine  and  human  right  they  are  called  to  be  the  guardians 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  only  too  ready  to  give  away  her  treasures  with  a 
show  of  law  and  justice.  These  things  we  behold,  and  in  consequence 
thereof,  ourselves  almost  from  land  to  land  struggling  for  existence. 

Therefore  we  implore  you  whose  Mother  Church  and  (with  many  of 
you)  whose  Fatherland  is  here  in  Germany,  to  lift  up  your  hands  with  us 
to  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  out  of  His  mercy  He  may  not 
suffer  the  candlestick  of  the  pure  Word  and  Sacraments  to  be  removed  out 
of  this  German  Fatherland. 

The  General  Lutheran  Conference  salutes  you  in  the  love  of  Christ. 

Dr.  A.  Harless. 


Leipsic,  June  10,  1870. 


45 


GERMAN  CHURCH  BOOK. 

On  motion  the  business  relating  to  the  preparation  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Church  Book  was  taken  up,  and  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  the  German  Church  Book  be 
instructed  to  proceed  with  their  work,  and  make  out  a  clear  and  ap¬ 
proved  copy  of  the  same  ready  for  publication,  and  submit  it  to  the 
next  Convention  of  the  General  Council. 

Dr.  Stein  was  excused  from  further  attendance  after  this  session. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  C.  L.  Knapp. 

Eleventh  Session. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  8,  9  A.  M. 

The  morning  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  E.  Belfour. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

GERMAN  CHURCH  BOOK. 

The  German  Church  Book  Committee  asked  for  instructions  in 
regard  to  the  preparation  of  the  book,  and  the  following  were  given. 

1.  The  first  letter  of  the  nouns  shall  be  printed  in  capitals. 

2.  Each  verse  of  the  hymns  shall  be  made  a  separate  line,  pro¬ 
vided  the  hymnal  part  of  the  book  be  not  increased  thereby,  more 
than  one-third. 

3.  In  any  case  the  verses  shall  begin  with  capitals. 

4.  The  metres  of  the  hymns  shall  be  designated. 

5.  The  names  of  the  authors  and  date  of  publication  of  the  hymns 
shall  be  inserted,  and  in  case  the  latter  cannot  be  ascertained,  the 
date  of  the  death  of  the  author. 

6.  The  original  text  shall  be  made  the  basis  of  the  redaction  of 
the  hymns,  and  that  where  changes  are  necessary,  the  principles  con¬ 
tained  in  the  “  Unverfalsehter  Liedersegen  ”  shall  be  followed;  it 
being  understood  that  the  Committee  take  care  that  the  text  of  the 
hymns  be  made  clearly  intelligible  to  all  the  members  of  the  Church. 

T.  That  the  hymns  which  are  not  contained  in  the  Hymn  Book 
of  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  and  those  in  which  considera¬ 
ble  alterations  are  made,  be  printed  in  the  “Zeitschrift,”  from  time 
to  time. 

8.  The  normal  number  of  hymns  shall  be  five  hundred,  and  in 
no  case  shall  the  number  exceed  six  hundred. 
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9.  That  where  a  hymn  is  translated  from  the  Latin,  the  first  line 
in  Latin  be  printed  above  it. 

The  German  Church  Book  Committee  was  enlarged  by  the  addi” 
tion  of  the  following  persons,  viz.:  Revs.  G.  Yorberg,  B.  M. 
Schmucker,  D.  D.,  E.  Heydler,  and  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D. 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  last  Convention  fixing  the 
price  of  the  Provisional  Ilymn  Book,  be  rescinded. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Charter  and  Constitution. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Act  of  Incorporation  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  General  Council,  to  suggest  such  changes  as  will  make 
them  harmonize  with  each  other,  and  also  to  nominate  suitable  persons  to 
fill  the  two  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees,  report : 

1.  That  they  unanimously  agree  to  nominate  George  H.  Moeller,  of 
New  York,  and  Thomas  II.  Lane,  of  Pittsburgh,  to  fill  the  vacancies  in 
the  Board  of  Trustees. 

2.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  carefully  to  examine  both 
the  Act  of  Incorporation  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Council,  and  to  re¬ 
port  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  what  changes,  if  any,  in  either  of 
these  instruments,  are  necessary. 

J.  Fry, 

H.  W.  Rotit, 

W.  A.  Pa  SSAVANT, 

S.  Gross  Fry, 

F.  Schack. 

The  report  was  accepted  and  adopted ;  and  Revs.  J.  Fry,  J.  A. 
Seiss,  D.  D.,  and  Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry,  were  appointed  the  Committee 
under  the  second  item. 

AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  CHURCH. 

In  connection  with  the  above  action,  the  following  resolutions 
were  offered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  we  call  upon  the  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  to  remember  the  General  Council  in  their  last 
will  and  testament,  in  order  to  enable  it  to  promote  the  Kingdom 
of  God  in  an  extended  manner. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  publish  an  ap¬ 
peal  to  this  eflect,  in  our  Church  papers,  together  with  the  state¬ 
ment  that  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
is  a  corporate  body,  under  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 
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New  York  Immigrant  Mission. 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  on  the  New 
York  Immigrant  Mission: 

Your  Committee  would  suggest  the  following  action : 

Resolved ,  1.  That  we  are  gratified  that  the  internal  arrangements  and 
affairs  of  the  Immigrant  Mission  at  Castle  Garden  have  been  gotten  into 
better  working  order,  and  have  proved  satisfactory  to  the  Committee. 

2.  We  heartily  regret  that  the  support  extended  to  the  Mission  has  not 
been  sufficient  to  meet  its  wants,  and  under  a  strong  conviction  of  its  ne¬ 
cessity,  w’ould  again  urgently  commend  it  to  the  churches. 

3.  That  provision  for  religious  services  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  Mission,  and  that  the  rooms  secured  for  its  usa 
should  be  suitable  for  this  purpose. 

4.  That  we  regret  that  in  the  lack  of  funds  in  the  treasury,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  found  it  necessary  temporarily  to  use  some  of  the  funds  of  the 
Samaritan’s  Home,  and  that  we  expect,  that  as  soon  as  the  state  of  the 
treasury  allows,  they  wil[  be  repaid. 

6.  That  as  some  confusion  has  arisen  in  the  minds  of  many  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  two  operations  in  behalf  of  the  immigrants  at  New  York,  it  is 
well  to  remind  the  members  cf  our  churches  that  it  is  the  Immigrant 
Mission  which  is  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Council,  and  con¬ 
cerning  which  it  was  resolved  last  year,  “  That  the  General  Council ,  as  an 
ecclesiastical  body ,  devote  its  whole  strength  to  the  building  up  of  an  Im¬ 
migrant  Mission  of  a  churchly  character.”  Of  this  Mission,  Rev.  R.  New¬ 
man  is  the  Missionary,  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Boeschen  is  Treasurer,  and  the 
present  location  is  No.  7  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

B.  M.  SCHMUCKER, 

C.  Volz, 

G.  G.  Beck, 

Henry  Lehman. 

The  report  was  received  and  considered,  and  adopted  by  items, 
and  then  as  a  whole. 

Rev.  C.  L.  Knapp  was  excused  from  attendance,  after  this  morn, 
ing’s  session. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Hinterleitner. 
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Twelfth  Session. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  8,  2  P.  M. 

The  opening  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  C.  Volz. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Committee  on  New  York  Immigrant  Mission. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  on  the  Committee  on  the 
New  York  Immigrant  Mission,  for  the  ensuing  year.  viz.  :  Revs* 
R.  F.  Giese,  S.  K.  Brobst  and  A.  Spaeth,  and  Messrs.  J.  Boeschen 
and  C.  Nehrbas. 

Resolved ,  That  the  five  members  now  appointed  have  authhority 
to  enlarge  their  number  to  eight  members,  but  that  the  pastors 
nominated  by  the  Committee  shall  be  approved  by  the  officers  of 
the  General  Council. 

emigrant’s  home. 

The  following  resolution  in  regard  to  this  institution  was  adopted  . 

Resolved ,  That  the  action  of  last  year,  taken  by  this  body  on 
the  subject  of  the  Immigrant  Home,  be  republished  in  the  Minutes 
together  with  the  address  of  its  agent. 

Tne  following  is  the  action  of  the  Convention  of  1870  : 

“  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  General  Council,  as  such,  can¬ 
not  engage  in  the  work  of  the  proposed  Emigrantenhaus  in  New 
York,  this  undertaking,  with  its  subscription  book  and  other  assets, 
be  and  hereby  is  transferred  to  the  following  Board  of  Trustees, 
and  such  additional  persons  as  they  may  nominate,  to  conduct  it 
£n  the  spirit  of  our  Evangelical  Faith,  and  according  to  the  ex¬ 
press  trusts  on  which  it  was  committed  to  us,  with  the  special  con¬ 
dition,  however,  that  the  institution  shall  be  secured  by  charter, 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Re w  York,  to  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Church  forever.” 

“  Board  of  Trustees  :  W.  Ilauif,  E.  C.  Koerner,  Rev.  G.  W. 
Drees,  Rev.  J.  II.  Baden,  F.  W.  Weiss,  Louis  Eglinger,  Rev.  G. 
A.  Wenzel.” 

The  address  of  the  agent  is,  Rev.  W.  Rerkemeier,  Mount  Ver¬ 
non,  New  York. 
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teachers’  seminary. 

In  reference  to  the  establishment  of  a  Teachers’  Seminary, 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Council  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Baden, 
in  the  name  of  a  Society  organized  for  that  purpose,  the  following 
action  was  taken  : 

Resolved ,  1.  That  we  regard  the  establishment  of  an  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Teachers*  Seminary  as  an  urgent  necessity  of  our  Church. 

2.  That  the  General  Council  approve  of  the  preparatory  steps 
which  have  been  taken  for  this  purpose,  rejoice  in  what  has  been 
done,  and  encourage  those  who  have  begun  it,  to  continue  their 
efforts  in  preparing  the  way  for  such  an  institution. 

3.  That  our  congregations  be  requested  to  aid  this  work  with 
voluntary  contributions,  according  to  their  ability. 

Relief  for  Churches  of  Chicago  and  Michigan. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  expression  on  behalf  of  the 
General  Council  with  reference  to  the  losses  by  fire  and  consequent  suf¬ 
fering  of  our  brethren  and  churches  in  Chicago,  Bay  City,  &c.,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  : 

1.  That  the  General  Council  has  learned  with  profound  sorrow  aQd 
sympathy  of  the  total  destruction  of  the  English  Church  of  Mercy,  the 
Hospital  of  the  Deaconesses,  and  the  Swedish  Emmanuel’s  and  Gethse. 
mane  churches,  along  with  other  Lutheran  churches  in  Chicago,  and  of 
the  like  destruction  of  the  First  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
Bay  City,  and  other  Lutheran  churches  in  the  same  region;  as  also  of 
the  great  calamity  which  has,  in  addition,  befallen  almost  all  the  members 
of  these  churches,  especially  in  Chicago,  in  having  been  so  suddenly  de¬ 
prived  of  their  homes  and  property  by  the  mysterious  and  afflictive  prov¬ 
idence  which  has  come  upon  them. 

2.  That  the  General  Council,  in  its  earnest  and  fraternal  sympathy, 
extends  to  these  sufferers  its  sincere  wish  and  entreaty,  that  they  be  not 
despondent  under  these  trials;  that  they  meekly  regard  them  as  from  the 
hand  of  a  good,  wise  and  gracious  Father;  that  they  continue  to  hope 
and  trust  in  Him  who  has  covenanted  never  to  forsake  his  people,  though 
He  cause  them  to  pass  through  the  fires;  and  especially,  that  they  do 
neither  despair  nor  falter  with  regard  to  rebuilding  their  burned  churches, 
or  the  continuation  of  the  congregations  and  institutions  which  have  been 
so  severely  visited. 

3.  That  the  General  Council  hereby  calls  upon  all  its  congregations  and 

4 


50 


people  to  remember  these,  their  greatly  afflicted  brethren,  in  all  such  ways 
as  the  need  may  require  and  Christian  affection  dictate,  and  especially  to 
arrange  for  the  collection  and  transmission  of  prompt  and  liberal  contribu¬ 
tions  to  assist  in  rebuilding  the  destroyed  churches  referred  to. 

4.  That  the  English  congregation  of  the  Church  of  Mercy  in  Chicago, 
of  which  Rev.  F.  Richards  has  been  reappointed  the  pastor,  be,  and 
hereby  is  advised  to  seek  out  and  arrange  for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable 
lot  of  ground  on  which  to  build  its  church  edifice  ;  and  that,  as  said  church 
has  no  corporate  existence  in  law,  the  Lutheran  Mission  and  Church  Ex¬ 
tension  Society  (of  which  S.  Gross  Fry,  of  Philadelphia,  is  President,  and 
which  has  been  especially  organized  and  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  as¬ 
sisting  in  obtaining  and  temporarily  holding  titles  for  Lutheran  missions 
aod  churches  where  no  legal  corporations  as  yet  exist)  be,  and  hereby  is 
requested  to  take  under  its  care  for  the  time  being,  the  purchase  and  title 
for  such  lot  for  said  Church  of  Mercy,  and  also  the  reception  and  dis¬ 
bursement  of  the  funds  contributed  for  the  rebuilding  of  said  church; 
and  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  all  our  churches  and  people 
to  send  their  contributions  intended  for  said  Church  of  Mercy,  without 
delay,  to  Peter  A.  Keller,  Cashier  of  Union  National  Bank,  corner  of 
Third  and  Arch  streets,  Philadelphia,  Treasurer  of  said  Lutheran  Mission 

and  Church  Extension  Societv. 

•• 

5.  That  the  Swedish  Emmanuel’s  Church  in  Chicago,  of  which  Rev. 
Erl.  Carlson  is  pastor,  be  and  hereby  is  requested  to  designate  and  duly 
appoint  some  person  or  persons,  aod  to  publish  the  name  or  names  of  the 
same  in  the  Church  papers,  who  shall  be  authorized  to  receive  for  it  all 
contributions  intended  to  aid  said  congregation  in  the  rebuilding  of  its 
church  edifice. 

6.  That  the  same  request  and  advice  be  and  hereby  is  also  given  to  the 
Swedish  Gethsemane  Church,  Rev.  P.  Erickson,  pastor  ;  to  the  First  Nor¬ 
wegian  Church,  Chicago,  in  connection  with  the  Norwegiao-Danish-Au- 
gustana  Synod;  and  also  to  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  Bay  City,  Michigan,  Rev.  W.  Reuter,  pastor. 

7.  That  the  Hospital  at  Chicago,  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  W.  A. 
Passavant,  D.  D.,  the  merciful  work  of  which  in  ministering  to  the  relief 
and  comfort  of  the  sick  is  worthy  of  all  commendation,  though  not  being 
in  the  same  direct  connection  with  this  body  as  the  congregations  named 
above,  be,  and  hereby  is,  nevertheless,  also  commended  to  the  kind  con¬ 
sideration  and  aid  of  all  benevolently  disposed  persons  in  its  effort  to  re¬ 
pair  its  losses  and  to  reopen  its  doors  to  the  afflicted  and  suffering. 

The  report  was  received,  considered  by  items,  and  adopted. 

Revs.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  E.  Carlson,  F.  Richards  and  S. 
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Klingman  were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  and  issue  a  cir¬ 
cular  to  the  churches,  setting  forth  the  losses  and  needs  of  those 
who  have  suffered  by  the  destructive  fires  above  referred  to. 

Minutes  of  District  Synods. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  District  Synods  was 
presented,  and  taken  up  for  consideration. 

The  first  and  second  items  were  adopted. 

A  few  minutes  only  remaining  until  the  time  of  the  close  of  the 
afternoon  session,  the  discussion  of  the  third  item  was  postponed 
until  the  evening  session  ;  and  a  ballot  was  taken  to  determine  the 
time  and  place  for  the  next  Convention. 

Mr.  F.  Schack  was  excused  from  further  attendance. 

Rev.  A.  Spaeth  gave  notice  that  he  would  offer  an  additional 
By-Law,  at  the  next  Convention,  providing  for  the  discussion  of 
Theses,  on  some  important  doctrine  or  practical  question,  at  each 
Convention  of  the  General  Council. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Kunkelman. 


Thirteenth  Session. 


Wednesday,  November  8th,  7  P.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  A.  Spaeth. 
The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  aproved. 

TIME  AND  PLACE  OF  NEXT  CONVENTION. 

The  tellers  appointed  to  conduct  the  balloting  for  the  time  and 
place  of  the  next  Annual  Convention  of  the  General  Council, 
reported  that  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  the  Holy  Trin¬ 
ity,  Akron,  Ohio,  had  been  selected  as  the  place,  and  the  First 
Thursday  in  November,  A.  D.  1872,  as  the  time  for  said  meeting. 

MINUTES  OF  DISTRICT  SYNODS. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Min¬ 
utes  of  District  Synods  was  resumed. 

The  third  item  was  amended  and  adopted. 

The  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted  as  follows  : 
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Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods . 

The  documents  placed  in  our  hands  are, — 

1.  The  Minutes  of  the  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Pittsburgh,  Augus- 
tana,  Canada,  Norwegian,  English,  and  English  District  Synods. 

All  these  bodies  are  prosecuting  the  work  of  the  Master  with  com¬ 
mendable  activity,  and  their  labors  have  been  rewarded  with  gratifying 
success. 

As  some  of  them  have,  and  others  have  not  acted  upon  the  recommend* 
ations  of  the  General  Council,  concerning  Systematic  Beneficence,  Home 
Missions  and  the  Contingent  Fund,  and  as  without  means  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Council  to  prosecute  successfully  the  work  so  invitingly  opening 
up  before  it,  the  attention  of  these  and  all  other  Synods  connected  with 
this  body,  is  again  invited  to  these  subjects,  and  prompt  action  requested. 

2.  A  communication  from  Rev.  J.  E.  Wesner,  conveying  the  gratifying 
intelligence,  that  a  Synod  has  been  organized  in  the  State  of  Indiana  on 
the  basis  of  the  General  Council,  called  “  the  Indiana  Synod  of  the  Evang. 
Lutheran  Church.” 

It  embraces  at  present  8  pastors,  18  pastoral  charges  and  45  congre¬ 
gations.  Other  ministers  and  congregations  in  the  State,  in  doctrinal 
sympathy,  are  expected  to  unite  with  it  soon,  and  a  year  hence  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  apply  for  admission  into  this  Council. 

May  the  blessing  of  God  rest  upon  this  new  Synod  and  make  it  abund¬ 
antly  successful  in  the  work  of  the  Church. 

3.  A  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  the  Michigan  Synod  upon  the 
“Four  Points.” 

In  presenting  their  action  the  Synod  has  exercised  an  unquestioned 
constitutional  privilege.  The  Declaration  of  the  Council  on  one  of  these 
points  has  been  referred  to  the  Synods,  and  is  now  under  discussion  in 
the  Synods  and  Conferences;  and  being  convinced  of  the  prominent  im¬ 
portance  of  the  questions  of  Exchange  of  Pulpits  and  Communion,  we 
recommend  the  utterances  of  the  Council  on  these  points  to  the  further 
serious  consideration  of  our  Synods,  hoping  that  we  will  attain  to  a  greater 
unanimity  of  belief  upon  these  important  questions. 

Respectfully  submitted,  J.  A.  Kunkelman, 

A.  N.  Bartholomew, 

C.  0.  Hultgren, 

G.  A.  Bruegel, 

L.  K.  Stein. 
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THESES  ON  JUSTIFICATION. 

The  Theses  on  Justification  were,  on  motion,  commended  to  the 
attention  of  the  next  Convention,  for  discussion  during  the  morn 
ing  sessions  of  the  second  and  third  days. 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary. 

The  following  report  from  a  Sub-Committee  of  the  Commission, 
to  which  was  referred  the  interests  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Chicago,  was  presented  and  adopted  : 

The  undersigned  having  been  directed  by  the  General  Council  at  its 
last  session,  to  prepare  a  Charter,  Constitution  and  By-Laws  for  the  pro¬ 
posed  Theological  Seminary  at  Chicago,  with  special  reference  to  the 
principles  which  were  determined  upon  at  the  Convention  in  Lancaster, 

O, ,  would  respectfully  report,  that  owing  to  the  recent  calamity  which 

befell  our  Churches  at  Chicago,  it  was  found  impossible  to  meet  and 
deliberate  upon  these  important  matters.  They,  therefore,  ask  for  time 
until  the  next  Convention.  W.  A.  Passavant, 

Erland  Carlson, 
Frank  Richards, 

Sab-  Committee. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  General  Council. 

Rochester,  Nov.  8th,  1871, 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  “Trustees  of  the  General  Council 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  North  America”  for  organization, 
was  held  this  afternoon,  the  following  members  being  present :  Rev.  C- 

P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  Rev.  E.  Carlson,  S.  Gross 
Fry,  Geo.  IT.  Moller  and  Peter  P.  Keller. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth  was  appointed  temporary  chairman,  and  Peter  P. 
Keller  secretary. 

According  to  the  arrangement  of  the  Charter,  the  Board  was  divided 
into  three  classes,  as  follows  : 

TO  SERVE  ONE  YEAR. 

Rev.  E.  Carlson,  S.  Gross  Fry,  Peter  P.  Keller. 

Term  expires  on  Third  Monday  of  Nov.  1872. 

TO  SERVE  TWO  YEARS. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  Thos.  H.  Lane,  Geo.  H.  Moller, 

Term  expires  on  Third  Monday  of  Nov.  1873. 
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TO  SERVE  THREE  YEARS. 

Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D., 

Rev.  J.  H.  Sieker. 

Terra  expires  on  Third  Monday  of  Nov.  1874. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  : 

President — Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D. 

Vice  President — Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D. 

Treasurer — S.  Gross  Fry. 

Secretary — Peter  P.  Keller. 

The  Treasurer  was  duly  authorized  to  prepare  a  seal  for  the  corpora¬ 
tion,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Charter. 

The  Treasurer  and  Secretary  were  also  authorized  to  procure  suitable 
Rooks  for  the  uses  of  this  Board. 

Rev.  0.  P.  Krauth  and  S.  Gross  Fry  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
frame  By-Laws.  Peter  P.  Keller, 

Rec.  Secretary. 

SWEDISH  EMIGRANT  CERTIFICATES. 

A  statement  was  made  by  the  delegation  of  the  Augusfana  Synod* 
in  which  they  informed  the  Council  of  the  difficulties  and  troubles 
experienced  by  them,  arising  from  the  peculiar  character  of  the 
certificates  given  to  the  Swedish  emigrants  by  the  Church  author¬ 
ities  in  Sweden,  and  asked  the  aid  of  this  body  in  correcting  the 
evils  complained  of ;  upon  which  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  : 

Resolved ,  That  having  heard  the  delegation  of  the  Augustana 
Synod  in  reference  to  the  serious  embarrassments,  which  are  caused 
by  the  peculiar  character  of  many  of  the  letters  of  dismission  given 
to  emigrants  by  their  pastors  in  Sweden,  and  at  the  earnest  request 
of  the  Synod  itself,  made  at  its  late  Convention,  a  Committee,  con¬ 
sisting  of  the  President,  Rev.  Dr.  Hasselquist,  Rev.  E.  Carlson 
and  Rev.  J.  Swensson,  be  instructed  to  address  a  fraternal  letter, 
in  the  name  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,  to  the  authorities  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in 
Sweden,  respectfully  asking  for  such  a  change  in  all  letters  of 
dismission,  as  will  effectually  remove  the  embarrassments  com¬ 
plained  of. 

THANKS. 

Resolved ,  That  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  General  Council  be 
returned  to  the  Pastors  and  Christian  brethren  of  Zion’s  Church 
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and  the  Church  of  the  Reformation,  for  the  generous  hospitality 
with  which  the  members  of  this  body  have  been  received  and  en¬ 
tertained  during  its  Convention  in  Rochester,  and  we  pray  that 
the  blessing  of  the  Highest  may  rest  upon  these  Congregations,  in 
all  their  households  and  in  all  their  interests. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Pastors,  von  Rosenberg  and  Hill,  be  re¬ 
quested  to  make  known  this  action  to  their  Congregations,  on  next 

Lord’s  Dav  at  Divine  Service. 

«/ 

Resolved ,  That  the  English  Secretary  return  our  thanks  to  Lewis 
L  Houpt  and  to  the  North  Penn’a.,  Leading,  Lehigh  Valley,  Erie, 
Allegheny  Valley,  Michigan  Central  and  Grand  Trunk  Railroads, 
for  favors  extended  to  members  of  the  General  Council. 

MINUTES. 

Resolved ,  That  twelve  hundred  copies  of  the  Minutes  be  printed 
in  German  and  English. 

Resolved ,  That  the  delegations  of  the  Augustana  (Swedish)  and 
Norwegian-Danish-Augustana  Synods  be  requested  to  have  an  ab 
stract  of  the  Minutes  translated,  and  published  in  their  respective 
papers. 

CLOSLNG  EXERCISES. 

At  10  o’clock  the  Council  adjourned. 

The  President  led  the  closing  exercises,  using  the  Litany  and 
the  Lord’s  Prayer,  after  w’hich  a  part  of  the  274th  Hymn  was  sung 
and  the  Benediction  pronounced  by  the  President. 

SAMUEL  LAIRD, 

English  Recording  Secretary 

of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evang.  Luth.  Chur  chin  America. 
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Religious  Services. 


The  religious  services  held  during  the  Convention  were  as  fol- 

C3  o 

lows  : 

Zion's  First  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Thursday  morning,  Nov.  2. — Preparatory  Services.  Rev.  C. 
Yolz. 

Thursday  afternoon — Opening  Service,  with  the  Communion. 
Rev.  A.  Spaeth. 

Friday  evening — German  Service.  Rev.  G.  A.  Bruegel. 
Saturday  evening — Foreign  Missionary  Service.  Addresses  by 
Revs.  C.  F.  Heyer,  J.  Fry  and  S.  Klingman. 

Sunday  morning — German  Service.  Rev.  S.  Fritschel. 

Sunday  evening — English  Service.  Rev.  H.  E.  Jacobs. 
Sunday  afternoon — Sunday  School  addresses  by  Revs.  C.  F. 
Heyer,  E.  Belfour  and  A.  Spaeth. 

Monday  evening — Home  Missionary  Service.  Addresses  by 
Revs.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  E.  Belfour,  J.  A.  Kunkelman  and  W.  A. 
Passavant,  D.  D. 

United  Presbyterian  Church . 

Sunday  morning — Rev.  J.  Fry. 

Central  Presbyterian  Church. 

Sunday  evening — Rev.  S.  Laird. 

Memorial  Presbyterian  Church. 

Sunday  evening — Rev.  E.  Smith. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

Theses  on  Justification . 

I.  “  Jesus  Christ,  true  God  and  true  man,  truly  suffered,  was  crucified, 
dead  and  buried,  that  he  might  reconcile  the  Father  unto  us,  and  be  a 
propitiation  not  only  for  original  sin,  but  for  all  other  sins  of  men.”  (Augs- 
Conf.  iii.  2,  3.) 

II.  “  Men  cannot  be  justified,  or  obtain  forgiveness  of  sins  and  right¬ 
eousness  before  God  by  their  own  powers,  merits,  works  or  satisfaction.” 
(Augs.  Conf.  iv.  1.) 

III.  “  We  are  justified,  obtain  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  become  right¬ 
eous  before  God,  freely,  out  of  grace ,  for  Christ’s  sake,  through  faith.” 
(Augs.  Conf.  iv.  1.) 

IV.  “  We  are  justified  through  faith  when  we  believe  that  Christ  hath 
suffered  for  us,  and  that  for  His  sake  we  are  received  into  God’s  favor, 
our  sins  forgiven,  and  righteousness  and  eternal  life  granted  unto  us.” 
(Augs.  Conf.  iv.  2.) 

V.  This  faith  God  will  and  doth  reckon  and  impute  for  righteousness 
before  him,  as  St.  Paul  saith  in  Homans  iii.  and  iv.  (Augs.  Conf.  iv.  3.) 

VI.  That  this  faith  may  be  obtained,  God  hath  instituted  the  ministry, 
and  hath  given  the  gospel  and  sacraments,  that  through  them,  as  instru¬ 
ments  and  means,  the  Holy  Ghost  may  be  given,  who  worketh  faith  in 
them  who  hear  the  gospel,  wherein  is  taught  that  “  not  for  the  sake  of 
our  merits,  but  for  Christ’s  sake,  God  is  gracious  unto  us,  and  justifies 
those  who  believe  that  "they,  for  Christ’s  sake,  are  received  into  favor.” 
(Augs.  Conf.  v.) 

VII.  Such  faith  as  justifieth  should  and  doth  bring  forth  good  fruits 
and  good  works,  and  we  must  do  good  works  of  every  kind,  as  God  hath 
commanded  and  because  of  God’s  will.  (A.  C.  vi.  1.)  And  where  good 
works  follow  not,  there  is  the  faith  spurious.  (S.  A.  xiii.  4.)] 

VIII.  Good  works  are  not  to  be  done  that  we  may  trust  in  them ,  -that 
through  them  we  can  merit  grace  or  justification  before  God.  (Augs. 
Conf.  vi.  1.) 

IX.  This  is  the  ancient  doctrine  of  the  Christian  Church  that  God 
hath  ordained,  that  he  who  believeth  in  Christ  shall  be  saved,  without 
works  by  faith  alone,  freely  receiving  remission  of  sins.  (Augs.  Conf- 
vi.  3.) 

X.  Justifying  faith  bringing  forth  a  new  light,  life  and  power  in  the 
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heart  which  renews  the  understanding,  will  and  affections,  and  is  a  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost:  it  cannot  consist  with  mortal  sin,  but  as  long  as  it  is 
present  produces  good  fruits,  and  makes  the  regenerate  man  a  new  crea¬ 
ture.  (Apol.  Conf.  xcviii.  64.) 

XI.  Christ  is  truly  our  righteousness ,  neither  according  to  the  divine 
nature  alone ,  nor  according  to  the  human  nature  alone ,  but  the  whole 
Christ  according  to  both  natures,  in  that  sole  and  most  perfect  obedience 
of  His,  which  He,  both  God  and  man,  rendered  to  the  Father  even  unto 
death,  and  by  which  He  hath  merited  for  us  the  remission  of  all  our  sins, 
and  life  everlasting.”  (Formula  Concordiae,  584.) 

XII.  “  The  righteousness  before  God  of  faith  is  this,  that  man  a  sinner 
before  God  is  justified,  that  is,  absolved  from  all  his  sins  and  from  the 
judgment  of  a  most  just  condemnation,  and  is  adopted  into  the  number 
of  God’s  sons  and  is  made  an  heir  of  eternal  life,  without  any  merit  or 
worthiness  on  our  part,  and  without  respect  to  any  works  of  ours,  preced¬ 
ing,  attending  or  following,  out  of  pure  grace,  solely  on  account  of  the 
alone  merit,  most  perfect  obedience,  most  bitter  sufferings,  death  and  res¬ 
urrection  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whose  obedience  is  imputed  unto  us 
for  righteousness/’  (Formula  Concordiae,  674.) 

XIII  “  Faith  alone  is  that  mean  and  instrument  whereby  we  lay  hold  on 
Christ  the  Saviour,  and  thereby  in  Christ  of  that  righteousness  which 
availeth  before  the  judgment  of  God,  since  for  Christ’s  sake  that  faith  is 
imputed  for  righteousness.  Rom.  iv.  5,  24.  (Formula  Concordiae,  584.) 

XIV.  “  This  justifying  faith  is  not  a  naked  knowleege  of  the  history 
of  Christ,  but  such  a  great  gift  of  God,  that  thereby  we  rightly  acknowl¬ 
edge  Christ,  our  Redeemer  in  the  word  of  the  Gospel,  and  trust  in  Him, 
to  wit,  that  on  account  of  His  alone  obedience,  and  grace,  we  have  the 
remission  of  our  sins,  are  accounted  holy  and  righteous  before  God  the 
Father,  and  obtain  eternal  salvation/’  (Form.  Cone.,  585.) 

XV.  “  This,  therefore,  is  a  special  faith ,  by  which  each  one  believeth 
that  his  own  sins  are  forgiven  for  Christ’s  sake/’  (Apol.  Conf.  68.) 

XVI.  Faith  does  not  justify  or  save,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  a  work  in 
itself  worthy ,  but  only  because  it  taketh  the  promised  mercy.”  We  are  not 
justified  for  the  sake  of  our  faith ,  but  for  Christ’s  sake  only.  (Apol. 
Conf.  70.) 

XVII.  “  In  this  article,  by  usage  derived  from  courts  of  law,  to  jus¬ 
tify  signifieth  to  acquit  him  that  is  arraigned  and  pronounce  him  just,  and 
this  on  account  of  the  righteousness  of  another,  to  wit,  of  Christ.”(  Apol. 
Conf,  125.)  (Prov.  17  :  15 ;  Is.  5:23;  Rom.  8  :  33.) 

XVIII.  “  Though  they  that  truly  believe  in  Christ  and  are  born  again 
are  all  their  lifetime  subject  to  infirmities  and  faults ,  yet  should  they  not 
doubt  either  of  that  righteousness  which  is  imputed  to  them  through 
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faith,  or  of  their  eternal  salvation,  but  rather  should  be  assured  that  for 
Christ’s  sake,  according  to  the  promise  and  immovable  word  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  their  God  accepteth  them.  (Form.  Cone.  585.) 

XIX.  1.  “  To  preserve  the  pure  doctrine  of  the  righteousness  of  faith 
before  God,  it  is  necessary  that  the  exclusive  particles  (by  which  the 
Apostle  Paul  absolutely  separates  the  merits  of  Christ  from  our  works, 
and  gives  the  glory  to  Christ  alone,)  should  be  retained  with  all  diligence, 
as  when  Paul  writes ;  1  By  grace,’  1 freely ’  1  without  merit’  1  without  the 
law,  1  without  works,’  1  not  of  works.  2.  All  which  are  summed  up  in 
this:  That  by  faith  alone  in  Christ  we  are  justified  and  saved.  (Form. 
Cone.  585.)  (See  Eph.  2:5,9;  Pom  3  :  24 ;  4:6;  Gal.  3:11.) 

XX.  1.  “  Although  the  contrition  that  goeth  before  and  new  obedience 

that  followeth  after  it,  pertain  not  to  the  article  of  justification  before  God^ 
yet  no  such  justifying  faith  is  to  be  feigned  as  can  be  and  remain  togeth¬ 
er  with  an  evil  purpose,  to  wit,  of  sinning  and  acting  against  conscience.  ” 
(Form.  Cone.  586.)  2.  Wherefore  they  have  no  true  and  saving  faith 

who  are  without  contrition  ;  and  who  purpose  to  go  on  and  persist  in  their 
sins.  3.  For  true  contrition  precedes  faith,  and  justifying  faith  is  in  them 
who  truly,  not  feignedly,  repent.”  (Form.  Con.  688.)  4.  “  After  a  man 

hath  been  justified  by  faith,  that  true  and  living  faith  worketh  by  love 
(Gal.  5:  6),  and  good  works  always  follow  justifying  faith,  and  will  most 
surely  be  found  with  it.”  (Form.  Con.  586.)  5.  “  Faith  and  works  are 

inseparably  connected ,  but  that  which  apprehendeth  the  blessing  is  faith 
alone  without  works,  and  yet  it  never  is  alone.  (Luther  quoted  in  Form. 
Con.  692.) 

XXI.  u  It  is  no  less  necessary,  that  men  should  be  invited  and  ex¬ 
horted  to  give  righteously  and  piously,  and  to  this  end  to  do  good  works, 
and  be  shown  how  necessary  it  is  that  they  should  exercise  themselves  in 
good  works  to  show  forth  their  faith  and  gratitude  toward  God,  than  it  is 
necessary  to  beware  that  good  works  be  not  mixed  up  in  the  matter  of 
justification.  For  men  can  no  less  incur  damnation  by  an  Epicurean  per- 
uasion  concerning  faith,  than  by  a  Pharisaic  and  Papistical  trust  in  their 
own  works  and  merits.”  (Form.  Con.  591.) 

XXII.  1.  “  When  James  (2  :  24)  sayeth  1  that  by  works  a  man  is  justi. 
fied,  and  not  by  faith  only,’  he  speaketh  of  works  which  follow  faith  and 
show  that  it  is  not  dead  but  is  living  and  efficacious  in  the  heart.  2.  He 
meaneth  not,  therefore,  that  we,  by  good  works,  merit  remission  of  sins 
and  grace,  but  he  speaketh  of  the  works  of  them  that  are  justified  who 
are  already  reconciled,  accepted  and  partakers  in  the  remission  of  sins- 
3.  Faith,  as  it  is  a  new  life,  of  necessity  brings  forth  new  emotions  and 
works.  4.  Whereforth  James  rightly  denies  that  we  are  justified  by 
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sucli  a  faith  as  is  devoid  of  works.  5.  To  justify  here  signifieth  to  bo 
pronounced  righteous,  for  they  certainly  are  pronounced  righteous  who 
have  faith  and  good  works.”  (Apol.  Conf.  108,  109  ) 

XXIII.  1.  11  The  knowledge  of  this  faith  is  necessary  and  bringeth  most 
plenteous  consolation  in  all  afflictions,  and  showeth  to  us  the  office  of 
Christ.  2-For  they  who  deny  that  men  are  justified  by  faith,  deny  that 
Christ  is  a  Mediator  and  Propitiator,  deny  the  promise  of  grace  and  the 
gospel,  and  touching  justification  teach  only  a  doctrine  of  reason  or  of  the 
law.”  (Apol.  Conf.  141.) 
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APPENDIX  C. 

Dr.  Thomas  H.  Lane,  In  account  with 

* 

1870.  To  cash  received  from — 

Nov.  10  St.  Mark’s  S.  S.,  Phil’a.,  for  certificates . $  4  50 

“  “  Dev.  C.  Schlenker,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa .  4  5U 

“  “  J  Brenneman,  New  Lebanon .  3  00 

“  u  J.  Sarver,  Leedaburg .  4  50 

“  “  C.  L.  Knapp,  Lancaster,  N.  Y .  . .  2  00 

“  “  V.  B.  Christy,  Salem  X  Boads,  Pa . ...  .  13  00 

“  “  J.  Swensson,  Andover,  111 .  25  00 

“  17  Coll.  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Lancaster,  0 .  68  15 

“  28  D.  Sparks,  Stone  Creek,  Tuscarawas  Co., 

1871.  Ohio .  6  75 

Jan.  30  Dorcas  Society,  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Phil’a...  60  00 

“  “  From  a  Lady  of  “  “  “  for 

a  specific  purpose  .  20  00 

Feb.  20  Dev.  B.  Jaeggli,  Neese  Store,  Texas .  oo 

“  “  Dev.  J.  K  Melhorn,  Freeport,  Pa . .  8  00 

Mar.  19  Mr.  Klickner,  Hickville,  S.  S.,  Ohio .  3  00 

“  24  Prof.  A.  D.  Cervin,  Paxton,  Ill .  11  25 

u  “  Miss  A.  Dinwiddic,  S.  S.  St.  Peter’s  Ch., 

Philadelphia .  9  00 

April  11  W.  II.  James,  Baltimore,  Md .  10  00 

“  20  Trinity  Luth.  Ch.,  Lancaster,  Pa . .  14  00 

“  “  Dev.  A.  N.  Bartholomew,  Leesville,  O- .  15  50 

“  “  Busy  Bees,  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Phil’a .  4  00 

May  9  Dev.  J.  A.  Boot,  Dumney  and  Zion  Cong..  10  00 

June  24  Dev.  G.  A.  Bruegel,  Tr.  E.  L.  E.  D.  S.,  O.  55  00 

“  26  Penn’a.  Synod,  bal.  of  appropriation .  500  00 

July  12  Dev.  Samuel  Laird . . .  125  00 

“  15  Joseph  A.  Doyle .  ..  ..  125  00 

Aug.  19  A  Lady  of  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Phil’a .  20  00 

“  21  Dev.  G.  A.  Bruegel,  Tr.  E.  L.  E.  D.  S.,  O.  50  00 

Sept.  25  Dev.  J.  K.  Melhorn . . .  19  50 

Oct.  26  Pittsburgh  Synod,  per  W.  P.  Weyman, 

Esq.,  Treasurer .  .  500  00 

“  31  Balance  due  Treasurer .  684  32 

- $2,382  47 


Pittsburgh,  Oct.  31st,  1871. 
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Home  Mission  Fund  of  General  Council .  Or. 

1870. 

Nov.  1  By  Balance  due  Treasurer,  as  per  former 

1871.  statement . $  36  80 

By  cash  paid — 

Jan.  11  Otto  Krebs  &  Co.,  for  Lithographing,  &c...  323  50 

Feb.  20  Postage,  per  Rev.  Prof  Roth  .  1  00 

“  ‘£  Rev.  W.  P  Ruthrauff,  1  yrs.  salary .  125  00 

“  u  Rev.  J.  L.  Stirewalt,  4  yrs.  salary  and  trav¬ 
elling  expenses .  110  00 

“  ££  Rev.  Frank  Richards,  4  yrs.  salary .  150  00 

££  “  Rev.  M.  C.  Horrine,  4  yrs.  salary . 50  00 

t£  ££  Rev.  J.  Ileckel,  4  yrs.  salary. .  .  50  00 

u  ££  Rev.  M.  Reck,  service  at  Vandalia .  20  00 

££  ££  Rev.  J.  H.  Sieker,  St.  Paul .  100  00 

April  22  Rev.  W.  P.  Ruthrauff,  4  yrs.  salary  and 

travelling  expenses .  145  45 

July  12  Rev.  D.  M.  Henkel .  125  00 

Aug.  25  Rev.  J.  L.  Stirewalt .  204  27 

l£  “  Rev.  W.  P.  Ruthrauff .  138  20 

“  29  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  B.  D.,  trav.  exp....  56  00 

££  ££  Rev.  M.  C.  Horrine .  100  00 

££  ££  Rev.  F.  Richards . 300  00 

££  ££  Rev.  John  Hecke! .  62  50 

££  31  Rev.  J  L.  Smith . 50  00 

Oct.  16  Rev.  D.  M  Henkel  .  125  00 

“  17  Rev.  M.  C  Horrine .  .  50  00 

“  31  Interest  paid  on  funds  borrowed .  29  75 


— —  $2,382  47 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  by  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Home  Missions  to  audit  the  Treasurer’s  account,  as  submitted, 
would  respectfully  report  that  we  have  made  an  examination  of  the  Trea¬ 
surer’s  books  and  vouchers,  and  have  found  them  correct. 

D.  M.  Armor,  )  p 

Pittsburgh,  Oct.  31st,  1871.  Jos.  A.  Boyle,  j  Lommulee- 
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MINUTES. 


I 


Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  Akron,  Ohio,  \ 
Thursday,  Nov.  T,  A.  D.  1872.  j 

The  Sixth  Convention  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  was  held  in  Holy  Trinity  Church, 
Akron,  Ohio,  Rev.  J.  F.  Fahs,  Pastor,  commencing  Thursday, 
November  7,  1872.  At  10 J  o’clock  the  Convention  was  opened 
with  the  Morning  Service,  including  the  Holy  Communion.  The 
President,  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  H.,  preached  the  sermon  from 
1  Peter  1 : 18-19. 


First  Session. 


Thursday,  Nov.  7,  2J  P.  M. 

The  devotional  service  of  the  first  business  session  was  conduct" 
ed  by  the  Rev.  A.  Spaeth. 

The  roll  of  Synods  was  called  and  the  certificates  of  their  rep» 
resentatives  were  handed  in,  showing  the  appointment  of  the  foL 
lowing  delegates  : 

Register. 


I.  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and  Adjacent 

States. 


MINISTERS. 

Roy.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 

“  J.  A.  Seiss,  I).  X). 

“  B.  M.  Schmucker,  I).  D., 
“  A.  Spaeth, 

“  J-  Fry, 

“  H.  Grahn, 


LAYMEN. 

Lewis  L.  Houpt, 
S.  Gross  Fry, 
Paul  P.  Keller, 
II .  Trexler, 

H.  Lehmen. 


Akron,  0.]  4 

II.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  New  York  and  Adjaoent  States 

and  Countries 

MINISTERS.  LAYMEN. 

Rev.  G.  Vorberg,  W.  A.  Schmitthenner, 

“  F.  von  Rosenberg,  Peter  P.  Keller, 

11  J.  H.  Baden.  N.  Conrad. 


III.  Pittsburgh  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 
Rev.  H.  W.  Roth,  E.  J.  Scnmauck, 

“  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  Lewis  Kim, 

“  S.  Laird,  J.  F.  Seiberling. 

u  G.  A.  Wenzel, 

“  J.  K.  Plitt, 

“  D.  M.  Kemerer. 


IV.  Evangelical  Lutheran  District  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling,  G.  G.  Beck,  M.  D., 

“/  D.  Worley,  P.  Frase, 

“  D.  Rothacker,  G.  Geiger,  M.  D. 

“  J.  L.  Smith. 

V.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Michigan  and  other  States. 
Rev.  S.  Klingman. 

VI.  Scandinavian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Angnstana  Synod.  (Swedish,) 
Rev.  T.  N.  Hasselquist,  D.  D.. 

“  E.  Carlson, 

“  H.  Lindeblad. 

VII,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Canada, 

Rev.  H.  C.  Kaehler. 

VIII,  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Texas. 

Rev.  R.  Jaeggli,  a.  r. 

IX.  Indiana  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 

Rev.  J.  H.  Hunton, 

“  S.  Wagenhals. 

With  Privilege  of  Debate* 

I.  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa, 

Rev.  c.  Fritsohel. 

II.  Norwegian- Danish  Angnstana  Synod. 

Rev.  0.  J.  Hallestad,  a.  e. 

■ 
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Other  Clergymen  Present. 

Rev.  J.  A.  Roof, 

Rev.  A.  H.  Bartholomew 

“  A.  Poor  man, 

“  J.  R.  Groff, 

a  G.  Gaumer, 

“  W.  P.  Ruthrauff, 

“  J.  H.  A.  Kitzmiller. 

“  G.  W.  Frederick. 

) 


a.  e.  Absent  and  excused. 


Reception  of  the  Indiana  Synod. 

Rev.  S.  Wagenhals,  a  delegate  from  the  Indiana  Synod,  made 
application  for  the  admission  of  that  body  into  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  presented  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  its  last  Convention, 
held  September  12th  to  16th,  187"2,  containing  the  statement  that 
the  Synod  had  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the  General  Council; 
whereupon  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Indiana  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  be  received  as  an  integral  part  of  the  General  Council. 

The  President  offered  the  following  report: 

President’s  Report. 

Beloved  Brethren  : 

The  official  correspondence  of  the  last  synodical  year  has 
presented  few  items  which  need  occupy  the  attention  and  time  of  this 
body. 

I.  SYNOD  OF  TEXAS. 

A  report  from  the  Synod  of  Texas,  dated  October  21,  1872,  with  a 
letter  to  the  General  Council,  from  the  Bev.  B.  Jaeggli,  President  of  that 
Synod,  has  been  received.  (Doc.  I.) 

* 

II.  SECOND  DISTRICT  CONFERENCE  OF  MINISTERIUM  OF  PENN’A. 

A  document  has  been  sent  to  this  body  from  the  Second  District  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  its  judgment  on 
certain  points  of  importance.  (Doc.  II.) 

C.  P.  Krauth,  President. 

Received  and  referred  to  a  committee. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers.  Rev.  H. 
W.  Roth  aud  Messrs.  L.  L.  Houpt  and  G.  G.  Beck  were  appointed 
tellers. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved  to  meet  daily  at  9  A.  M.  and  2  P 
M.,  and  adjourn  at  12  M.  and  5  P.  M. 
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Friday  morning  was  set  apart  for  the  discussion,  of  the  Theses 
on  Justification,  and  Saturday  morning  for  the  discussion  of  the 
Constitution  for  Congregations. 

The  tellers  reported  the  following  officers  elected  : 

Rev.  C.  P.  Kranth,  D.  D., . President. 

Rev.  8.  Laird, . English  Recording  Secretary. 

Rev.  A.  Spaeth,  -----  German  Recording  Secretary. 
Rev.  B.  M.  Sehmucker,  D.  D.,  -  -  English  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Werszel,  -  German  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Rev.  E.  Carlson,  -  Swedish  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry,  -------  Treasurer. 

*  ■» 

The  Minutes  of  the  Last  Convention  were  referred  to  a  committee. 
The  Treasurer  s  Report  was  read  and  received,  and  referred  to 
the  Auditing  Committee. 

The  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods  were  then  presented,  and,  on 
motion,  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee. 

Church  of  Mercy ,  Ohio  ago. 

Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry,  President  of  the  “  Lutheran  Mission  and 
Church  Extension  Society,”  which  at  the  last  Convention  was  re¬ 
quested  to  take  under  its  care,  for  the  time  being,  the  purchase 
and  title  of  a  lot  for  the  Church  of  Mercy  of  Chicago,  and  also  the 
reception  and  disbursement  of  the  funds  contributed  for  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  of  said  church,  reported  that  the  Society  had  accepted  the 
trust,  and  presented  the  accounts  of  its  treasurer,  showing  the 
funds  received  and  disbursed  for  the  Church  of  Mercy.  The 
paper  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Auditing  Committee. 

Fcreign  Missions. 

The  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions 
was  presented,  and  its  consideration  made  the  order  for  Friday 
afternoon. 

Charter  and  Constitution. 

The  Committee  on  the  Charter  and  Constitution  of  the  General 
Council  offered  the  following  report  : 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Council 
to  examine  the  Act  of  Incorporation  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Council, 
and  to  report  what  changes,  if  any,  in  either  instrument  are  necessary  to 
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make  them  harmonize  with  each  other,  report  the  only  discrepancy  they 
have  discovered  is  in  the  title  of  the  Council ;  in  the  Constitution  it  is 
called  the  “  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America/7  and  in  the  Charter  it  is  called  the  “  General  Council  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  North  America/7 

The  question  whether  the  Constitution  shall  be  amended  so  as  to  make 
the  title  the  same  as  given  in  the  Charter,  or  whether  a  supplement  to  the 
Act  of  Incorporation  shall  be  secured,  in  which  the  title  of  the  Council 
shall  be  conformed  to  that  in  the  Constitution,  is  submitted  to  the  General 
Council  by  the  Committee  without  advice. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Fry, 

J.  A.  Seiss, 

S.  Gross  Fry, 

Committee. 

The  report  was  received,  and  it  was 

• Resolved ,  That  the  Treasurer  be  requested  to  procure  the 
necessary  legislation  to  make  the  title  in  the  Charter  agree  with 
the  form  contained  in  ^he  Constitution. 

Committees. 

The  President  announced  the  following  Committees : 

Auditing  Committee — Messrs.  L.  L.  Houpt,  H.  Trexler,  Peter 
P.  Keller  and  E.  J.  Schmauck. 

Committee  on  President1  $  Deport — Revs.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  B. 
Worley,  H.  C.  Kaebler  and  S.  Wagenhals,  and  Messrs.  W.-A.'  ». 

Schmitthenner  and  H.  Lehman. 

On  Minutes  of  District  Synods — Revs.  J.  Fry,  F.  von  Rosen¬ 
berg,  E.  Carlson  and  J.  K.  Plifct,  and  Messrs.  G.  G.  Beck  and  N. 
Conrad. 

On  Minutes  of  Last  Convention — Revs.  G.  W.  Mechling,  H. 

W.  Roth,  T.  N.  Hasselquist,  B.  B.,  and  J.  H.  Baden,  and 
Messrs.  B.  Frase  and  J.  F.  Seiberling. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Fry. 


Friday,  Nov.  8,  9  A.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  the  President. 
The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 
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Theses  on  Justification. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Theses 
on  Justification  by  Faith  where  it  was  closed  at  the  last  Conven¬ 
tion  ;  previous  to  which,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  privilege  of  joining  in  the  discussion  of 
these  Theses  be  extended  to  those  brethren  present  who  are  in  ac¬ 
cord  with  the  doctrinal  basis  of  the  General  Council,  and  who  have 
handed  in  their  names  to  the  Secretaries  to  be  entered  on  the  min¬ 
utes. 

The  eighth  and  ninth  Theses  were  considered. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Baden. 

Third  Session. 

Friday,  Nov.  8,  2  P.  M. 

The  devotional  services  were  conducted  by  Rev.  G.  Yorberg. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Norwegian- Danish  Augustana  Synod. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  0.  J.  Hatelstad  was  read,  stating  his  ina¬ 
bility  to  be  present  at  this  Convention  of  the  General  Council, 
with  the  other  delegates  appointed  by  the  Nor.-Dan.  Augustana 
Synod,  and  conveying  interesting  information  concerning  that 
body. 

On  motion,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Dis¬ 
trict  Synods. 

The  order  for  the  afternoon  was  then  taken  up. 

Foreign  Missions. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

Another  year  in  the  history  of  our  Mission  among  the  Telugus  has 
passed,  and  we  have  to  record  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  and  his  loving 
kindness  shown  in  the  preservation  of  the  lives  of  our  Missionaries  and 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  Mission.  The  schools  have  been  actively  in  op¬ 
eration  and  have  been  increased  in  number  within  the  year.  The  Mission¬ 
aries  have  been  diligently  at  work,  both  at  the  Mission  and  in  extended 
tours  among  the  surrounding  heathen,  and  God  ha3  blessed  their  labors, 
and  at  home  the  interest  in  behalf  of  the  Mission  work  has  steadily  in¬ 
creased. 
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In  January  last,  surveying  the  course  of  the  year  just  closed,  Brother 
Schmidt  writes:  “We  look  back  upon  the  year  past  with  thanks  and 
praises  toward  God.  We  must  confess  that  the  Lord  has  helped  and  done 
more  than  we  could  expect.  When  Dr.  Heyer  left  we  felt  that  we  could 
not  trust  in  our  own  ability,  looking  upon  the  great  work  left  to  our 
charge;  but  thank  God,  no  serious  disadvantages  have  ariseD  from  his 
departure.  The  number  of  inquirers  gradually  increased,  and  though  we 
have  been  very  careful  in  admitting  them  to  the  church,  we  have  baptized 
44.  At  Christmas  74  partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  This  is  the  largest 
number  which  ever  at  one  time  received  the  Lord’s  Supper  here.  We 
were  very  glad  that  our  friends  here  enabled  us  this  year  again  to  invite 
many  from  the  out-stations  to  celebrate  Christmas  with  us.  As  nearly  all 
our  Christians  are  poor,  they  would  have  been  prevented  from  coming  if 
we  could  not  have  given  them  their  meals.  Our  friends,  Capt.  Taylor 
and  Judge  Morris,  not  only  provided  for  this,  but  also  enabled  us  to  have 
a  nice  Christmas-tree  for  the  children.  About  sixty  children  received 
small  presents,  whilst  Mrs.  Taylor  gave  dresses  to  the  elder  girls.  We 
hope  that  many  have  taken  a  blessing  home  with  them.  It  must  be  very 
encouraging  to  those  in  the  villages  who  are  frequently  tried  by  persecu¬ 
tions  to  be  in  a  large  communion  of  Christians.  By  the  middle  of  this 
month  X  start  on  a  long  trip.  I  will  try  to  reach  the  Kois  and  Red¬ 
dies,  and  see  whether  anything  can  be  done  to  bring  the  gospel  to  them. 
People  here  generally  are  afraid  of  fevers  and  of  the  tigers  there,  but  I 
trust  in  the  Lord,  and  pray  him  to  preserve  me  in  every  danger.” 

From  the  middle  of  January  to  the  middle  of  February,  Brother 
Schmidt  was  engaged  in  a  tour  up  the  Godavery  river  and  through  the 
mountainous  district  northwest  from  the  Mission.  This  district  is  in¬ 
habited  by  Kois  and  Reddies,  tribes  of  other  origin  than  the  Telugus, 
supposed  to  belong  to  the  aborigines  of  the  country.  They  are  in  a  much 
less  advanced  stage  of  civilization  than  the  people  nearer  the  Mission. 
The  caste  system  is  not  found  among  them,  and  in  their  simplicity  they 
seemed  much  more  ready  to  receive  the  word  of  life  than  others.  The 
Missionary  and  his  attendant  catechist,  Jeremiah,  were  very  kindly  re¬ 
ceived,  and  an  earnest  desire  was  expressed  in  several  places  to  have 
teachers  sent  to  them.  No  Missionary  had  ever  been  among  them;  the 
gospel  message  was  good  news.  Brother  S.  says  :  “  It  was  a  cause  of  joy 
to  us  to  see  with  what  avidity  they  received  the  gospel.  After  their  first 
timidity  was  overcome  we  ever  found  open  ears.  They  said,  ‘We  live 
like  wild  beasts,  separated  from  men,  no  one  cared  for  us  and  preached 
the  truth  to  us;  but  now  we  will  no  longer  pra}'  to  stones,  but  to  the  liv¬ 
ing  God/  Some  said,  ‘  We  are  too  ignorant  to  be  able  to  believe  in 
Jesus/  Few,  or  nearly  none  of  them,  can  read  or  write,  and  we  could 
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not  therefore  provide  instruction  for  them  after  our  return  through  hooks 
left  behind/7  After  their  return,  and  the  account  they  gave  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  mountains,  great  interest  was  excited  among  the  native  Chris¬ 
tians,  and  four  teachers  were  sent  up  to  those  people.  It  may  prove  to 
be  the  entrance  upon  a  most  important  field  of  labor.  Photographs  were 
taken  of  groups  of  the  natives,  of  many  interesting  points  of  scenery  on 
the  upper  Godavery,  and  of  several  prominent  heathen  temples  which 
they  passed  nearer  home  on  their  return. 

Bro.  S.  says :  “  It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  that  I  report  these  facts  to 
you  and  all  the  friends  of  the  Mission.  The  Lord  has  done  more  thaa 
we  expected  or  could  pray  for.  And  we  hope  that  he  will  give  such  in¬ 
crease  of  help  and  blessing  as  those  dangerous  places  seem  to  require  in 
comparison  to  our  stations  here  at  home.  I  hope  that  our  churches  will 
take  a  lively  interest  in  that  field  of  labor,  even  if  we  have  to  wait  for 
fruit  longer  than  we,  our  Master’s  impatient  servants,  wish  and  like.77 

REPAIRS. 

Extensive  repairs  in  the  buildings  of  the  Mission  have  been  required 
by  the  ravages  of  time,  and  in  view  of  the  contemplated  marriage  of 
Brother  Paulsen.  They  have  been  made  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Missionaries,  and  at  last  accounts  were  progressing  favorably,  though  not 
nearly  completed. 

SALARIES. 

A  slight  increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  Missionaries  was  made,  and  they 
were  authorized  to  make  some  addition  to  the  pay  of  the  teachers  and 
catechists,  and  the  grateful  acknowledgements  of  these  natives  show  that 
it  was  well  so  to  do. 

DECISIONS  OP  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  decisions  given  by  the  Council  last  year  on  the  questions  submitted 
to  them  have  been  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  Missionaries,  only  they 
greatly  regret  that  the  Council  was  constrained  to  decide  not  to  increase 
the  number  of  Missionaries  for  that  time.  In  the  midst  of  the  millions 
of  Telugus  among  whom  they  are  the  only  Missionaries,  and  with  the 
tribes  beyond  seeming  to  offer  an  unusually  open  and  promising  field,  it 
seems  scarcely  possible  for  our  Missionaries  to  believe  that  more  laborers 
should  not  enter  with  them  into  this  field  white  for  harvest. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

The  committee  would  respectfully  submit  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Council  whether  other  Missionaries  ought  not  to  be  sent  out. 

In  the  last  annual  report  the  names  of  four  Sunday  Schools  were  given 
which  had  pledged  the  sum  of  $30  annually  for  the  support  of  a  scholar 
for  three  years  till  able  to  be  a  teacher,  or  five  years  so  as  to  labor  as 
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catechist;  the  schools  were  those  of  the  Eng.  Church,  at  Erie;  fife. 
James  and  Trinity,  Reading;  and  St.  Johannis,  Philadelphia.  Since 
that  time,  or  unreported  to  the  committee  then,  the  following  schools  have 
generously  made  the  same  pledge:  St.  Michael’s,  Ga  ,  antowu,  Pa.; 
Zion’s,  Wilmington,  Del.;  Zion’s,  German,  at  Rochest  St.  John’s, 
Philadelphia;  St.  Peter’s,  New  York;  and  also  Re?.  J.  B.  Pox.  An  as¬ 
sociation  of  the  Catechumens  of  the  congregation  of  Rev.  W.  Rieb,  at 
Newark,  offer  to  support  two  orphans.  The  interest  shown  by  so  many 
is  very  encouraging.  But  the  letters  of  the  Missionaries  show  that 
there  are  difficulties  attending  this  matter  which  will  require  some  pa¬ 
tience  and  forbearance  on  the  part  of  the  schools.  We  give  the  state¬ 
ments  of  the  Missionaries.  February  26,  Brother  S.  writes  :  “I  am  glad 
that  five  schools  have  paid  to  support  scholars.  I  keep  an  account  for 
these  scholars.  My  friends  in  Schleswig  sometimes  send  money  for  the 
same  purpose,  and  it  would  be  troublesome  to  keep  an  account  for  eaeh 
scholar.  The  pictures  of  the  scholars  I  shall  send  also,  as  it  will  please 
the  S.  S.  children  to  see  those  whom  they  support.  Dr.  Heyer’s  proposal 
to  send  some  of  the  boys  to  the  government  school  shall  be  tried  as  soon 
as  they  can  be  admitted.”  And  in  a  letter  of  June  11,  1872,  he  says: 
i4I  am  very  glad  that  our  Sunday  Schools  take  such  an  interest  m  our 
work.  I  try  my  best  to  procure  scholars  for  them,  but  I  fear  that  We 
must  make  some  alterations.  I  think  that  Dr.  Heyer  wrote  that  two 
years  would  he  a  proper  time  to  prepare  them  for  teachers,  but  this  was 
with  regard  to  boys  of  16  or  18  years  of  age.  They  are  not  so  easily 
found.  I  should  not  like  to  be  too  hasty,  as  we.  wish  to  select  those 
whom  we  consider  upright  and  pious  lads.  Would  it  not  be  acceptable 
if  the  money  contributed  by  the  Sunday  Schools  goes  to  the  support  of 
teachers  until  the  proper  boys  are  found  ?  It  is  not  our  intention  to  save 
parents  from  their  duty  to  educate  their  children.  If  it  was  not  for  that 
we  would  soon  have  more  boys  than  we  require.  In  new  Mission  fields 
boarding  schools  are  often  established  because  Missionaries  find  it  a  good 
way  to  commence  operations.  As  it  is  not  necessary  here,  we  find  it  bet¬ 
ter  not  to  tie  our  hands  in  this  way.  It  would  be  well  if  the  Sunday 
Schools  would  allow  us  to  act  as  the  circumstances  may  seem  to  require.’5 

Your  committee  would  propose  that  the  Sunday  Schools  which  have 
contributed  moneys,  and  for  whom  scholars  have  not  been  found,  be  con¬ 
sulted  and  their  desire  respected,  and  that  hereafter  until  a  scholar  can 
be  found  who  is  deemed  worthy,  the  money  may  be  paid  toward  the  sup¬ 
port  of  teachers  and  schools. 

EXPENDITURES. 

"I  The  expenditures  for  the  past  year,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
Treasurer,  have  been  $2,270.54,  but  the  sum  of  $500  in  gold  must  be 
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sent  at  once  in  order  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Mission  to  the  close  of 
1872,  which  will  make  the  expenses  for  the  year  about  $2,800.  This 
will  not  pay  the  whole  cost  of  needful  repairs,  for  some  of  these  were 
delayed  until  another  year.  But  the  receipts  have  so  increased  that  the 
Treasurer  will  have  a  balance  of  about  $1,400. 

The  entire  amount  received  by  the  Treasurer  during  the  year,  exclu¬ 
sive  of  last  year’s  balance  and  of  moneys  paid  for  support  of  scholars,  is 
$4,047.11,  of  which  amount,  except  it  were  given  through  the  Zeitschrift, 
the  following  sums  have  come  from  within  the  different  Synods:  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  $2,182.43;  New  York,  $997.52;  Augustana,  $300;  Michi¬ 
gan,  $69.70;  Minnesota,  $76;  Canada,  $75;  Iowa,  $81.  From  other 
Synods  no  contributions  toward  the  support  of  our  Mission  have  been 
received  by  the  Treasurer. 

The  committee  would  also  propose  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the 
Missionaries.  Eespectfully  submitted, 

B.  M.  SCHMUCKER, 

English  Secretary. 

The  report  was  considered  by  items,  and  the  following  action 
taken  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  in¬ 
crease  the  salaries  of  the  Missionaries  to  one  thousand  dollars,,  to 
take  effect  from  January  1,  1873. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  authorized  to  send 
additional  laborers  to  the  mission  field  in  India. 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  District  Synods  be  directed 
to  the  facts  that  an  additional  number  of  laborers  will  be  commis¬ 
sioned,  and  that  increased  salaries  are  required  for  the  Missionaries, 
which  will  call  for  greater  activity  in  this  department  of  the 
church’s  work. 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  instructed  to  re¬ 
quest  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Heyer  to  prepare  for  publication  a  history* 
of  his  Mission  work  in  India,  and  of  the  Missions  there  with  which 
he  has  been  connected. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  keep 
the  interests  of  Foreign  Missions  more  constantly  before  the 
people,  in  the  columns  of  the  church  papers. 

The  report  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Resolved ,  That  the  report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  For¬ 
eign  Missions,  and  the  action  of  the  General  Council  thereon,  be 
printed  for  circulation  in  the  churches,  and  that  the  Secretaries  be 
instructed  to  carry  out  this  resolution. 
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The  Catechism. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  new  edition 
of  the  Catechism,  was  made  the  order  for  Saturday  afternoon. 

Treasurer’s  Accounts. 

The  Auditing  Committee  presented  the  following  report : 

The  undersigned  Committee,  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts  of 
S.  Cross  Fry,  report  that  they  have  compared  the  same  with  the  vouchers, 
and  certify  them  to  be  correct.  The  condensed  report  is  as  follows. 
The  detailed  report  is  also  submitted  for  publication  in  full. 

S,  Cross  Fry ,  Treasurer ,  in  Account  with  The  Ceneral  Council 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  North  America. 


1871.  dr. 

Nov.  3.  To  balance  in  Treasury . . . . . $  44  48 

“  Foreign  Missions .  2©3  68 — $  248  11 

1872. 

Nov.  5.  Cash  received  during  the  year .  676  33 

(l  “  “  for  Foreign  Missions . . .  4,352  11 — $5,028  44 


$5,276  55 

$  609  61 

2,276  29— $2,885  90 
$2,390  65 

Balance  on  hand  General  Fund . $  111  15 

Foreign  Mission  Fund.. . . . . .  2,279  50 — $2,390  65 

Lewis  L.  Houpt, 

Horatio  Trexler, 
i  Peter  P.  Keller, 

E.  J.  SCHMAUCK, 

Auditing  Committee. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Hunton. 

Fourth  Session. 

Saturday,  Nov.  9,  9  A.  M. 

The  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.?  conducted  the  opening 
religious  service. 


1872.  cr. 

Nov.  5.  By  sundry  bills  paid  . . . . 

“  “  “  accounts  Foreign  Mission 
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The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  S.  Gross  Fry  was  excused  from  further  attendance  after 
this  session. 

,,  Constitution  for  Congregations. 

The  order  for  the  morning — the  Constitution  for  Congregations 
- — was  taken  up. 

The  roll  of  Synods  was  called,  to  ascertain  how  far  they  have 
complied  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Council.  The  following 
answers  were  given  : 

Ministermm  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Constitution  prepared  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Council  had  been  received,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Ministerium  engaged  on  a  similar  work. 
That  Committee  had  reported  a  form,  which  the  Ministerium 
offered  to  the  Council  as  its  best  and  most  mature  presentation  of 
the  matter. 

Ministerium  of  New  York  had  been  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  a  Constitution  for  Congregations,  with  the  form  of  the  Council’s 
Committee  before  them,  and  had  resolved  to  request  the  General 
Council  to  consider  the  matter  at  this  Convention. 

Pittsburgh  Synod.  No  action  had  been  taken  since  the  Con¬ 
vention  of  1871.  The  question,  however,  had  been  made  a  special 
order  for  consideration  at  the  next  Convention. 

District  Synod  of  Ohio .  The  Committee  to  whom  the  document 
had  been  referred,  reported  that  they  had  examined  it,  and  were 
of  opinion  that  it  needed  entire  rewriting  and  condensing. 

Michigan  Synod .  Action  had  been  taken  on  this  matter,  and 
a  paper  embodying  it  submitted  to  this  Convention. 

Augustana  Synod.  A  Constitution  for  Congregations  had  been 
framed  and  adopted  by  the  Synod,  and  was  now  in  use. 

Canada  Synod .  The  matter  had  been  referred  to  a  Committee, 
which  had  it  under  consideration. 

Iowa  Synod.  A  new  Constitution  was  about  to  be  framed,  and 
would  come  up  for  adoption  at  the  next  Convention. 

Resolved ,  That  a  new  Committee  be  appointed,  to  whom  the 
form  presented  by  the  Committee  of  the  Council,  together  with 
he  suggestions  made  by  the  various  Synods,  and  any  others  that 
may  be  received,  shall  be  referred,  who  shall,  with  these  Constitu¬ 
tions  before  them,  frame  another,  to  be  printed  in  the  German  mi, 
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English  languages,  distributed  for  examination,  and  reported  to 
the  next  Convention  of  the  General  Council. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  indicate  in  the 
Constitution  those  parts  deemed  essential  to  such  a  document,  so 
that  they  may  be  distinguished  from  those  which  may  be  changed 
with  the  varying  circumstances  of  the  case. 

The  Council,  on  motion,  then  proceeded  to  the  statement  and 
discussion  of  those  principles  deemed  essential  to  a  Constitution 
for  Congregations. 

The  continuation  of  this  subject  was  made  the  order  for  Monday 
morning, 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev,  H.  0.  Kaehler. 


Saturday,  Nov.  9,  2§  P.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  F.  von  Ros¬ 
enberg. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 


The  Committee  on  the  preparation  of  the  new  edition  of  the 
Catechism,  presented  the  following  paper  : 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Catechism . 

The  Committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing  an  edition  of  the 
Small  Catechism  a3  per  resolutions  of  last  year,  though  having  given 
much  consideration  and  labor  to  the  subject,  is  unprepared  to  report  ex¬ 
cept  the  progress  made. 

A  plan  has  been  agreed  on  by  the  Committee,  and  each  member  has 
been  engaged  in  working  it  out  on  some  particular  part  of  the  Catechism. 
Ample  specimens  of  this  individual  and  unrevised  work  are  herewith 
submitted,  in  illustration  of  the  plan  and  ideas  of  the  Committee. 

If  it  please  the  General  Council,  it  is  also  desired  that  some  expression 
be  given  with  regard  to  the  same,  that  the  Committee  may  be  advised  of 
the  will  of  the  General  Council  whether  to  go  on  and  complete  the  work 
after  this  manner  or  not. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jos.  A.  Seiss, 

H.  E.  Jacobs, 

A.  Spaeth. 


The  report  was  received. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  complete  their 
work  after  the  manner  submitted,  and  present  it  at  the  next  Con¬ 
vention. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  also  to  prepare  an 
edition  of  Luther’s  Small  Catechism,  with  the  chief  proof  pas¬ 
sages  given  in  full,  adding  “  Luther’s  Questions  and  Answers  for 
those  who  propose  to  receive  the  Lord’3  Supper,”  and  submit  it  to 
the  next  Convention  of  the  General  Council. 

The  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  President' 8  Report 

was  presented  and  taken  up  for  consideration  by  items. 

Pending  its  consideration,  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Hunton. 


Sixth  Session. 


Monday,  Nov.  11,  9  A.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss, 

D.  D. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Constitution  for  Congregations. 

The  consideration  of  the  principles  deemed  essential  to  a  Con¬ 
stitution  for  Congregations  was  resumed. 

On  motion,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  frame  an  article  as  a 
confessional  basis  for  the  Constitution.  Committee,  Revs.  J.  A. 
Seiss,  I).  D.,  T.  N.  Ilasselquist,  D.  D.,  E.  Carlson,  G.  Yorberg, 
H.  Lindeblad  and  S.  Fritschel. 

Further  discussion  of  this  subject  was  deferred  until  the  next 
Convention. 

Emigrants'  House. 

The  “  Lutheran  Emigrants’  House  Association  of  New  York,” 
having  offered  to  this  body  a  report  from  that  Association,  on 
motion,  it  was  received. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  S.  Klingman. 
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Monday,  Nov.  11,  2  P.  M. 

The  devotional  service  wa3  conducted  by  the  President. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Revs.  D.  Worly  and  D.  M.  Kemerer  asked  and^obtained  leave  of 
absence  after  this  session. 

Confessional  Basis  for  the  Constitution  for  Con¬ 
gregations, 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  morning  session  to  prepare  the 
article  embodying  such  a  confessional  basis,  offered  the  following : 

OF  DOCTRINE. 

This  congregation  receives  and  adheres  to  the  canonical  Rooks  of 
the  Old  and  New  Testaments  as  the  revealed  word  of  God,  and  the 
only  Rule  of  Faith  and  Life,  and  the  Confessions  of  the  Evangeli¬ 
cal  Lutheran  Church,  especially  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confes¬ 
sion  and  Luther’s  Small  Catechism,  as  a  correct  and  faithful  ex¬ 
position  of  the  Divine  Word,  to  which  rule  and  confessions  all 
instruction  in  the  church,  the  schools  and  the  family  shall  be 
conformed,  and  by  which  all  questions  of  doctrine  shall  be  decided  ; 
and  all  books  of  worship  and  instruction  used  in  the  congregation 
shall  accord  with  the  same. 

OF  THE  PASTOR. 

Every  pastor  of  this  congregation  must,  at  his  ordination  or 
installation,  be  obligated  to  the  Confession  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church,  namely,  the  Apostles’,  the  Nieene  and  the  Athan- 
asian  Creeds,  the  Augsburg  Confession,  the  Apology,  the  Smalcald 
Articles,  the  Catechisms  of  Luther,  and  the  Form  of  Concord,  and 
solemnly  promise  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  in  conformity 
with  the  same,  as  a  pure  and  correct  presentation  of  the  doctrine 
of  Holy  Scripture. 

It  was  received  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  English  was  made  the  standard  text,  to  which  the 
German  is  to  conform. 
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Report  of  Committee  on  President’s  Report. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  President’s  report  was 
resumed. 

The  first  item  was  adopted. 

The  second  item  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee,  with  in¬ 
structions  to  rewrite  it,  and  report  again. 

New  York  Immigrant  Mission. 

Report  of  the  Committee . 

The  Committee  on  the  Castle  Garden  Mission  appointed  by  the  Gen  - 
eral  Council  at  its  last  meeting,  held  at  Rochester  N.  Y.,  in  November, 
1871,  begs  leave  to  report  its  proceedings  during  the  past  year. 

The  committee  made  use  of  the  right  bestowed  on  it  of  increasing  its 
number  to  eight  members,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  officers  of  the 
General  Council,  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  :  Rev.  C.  F.  Hauss- 
mann,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Messrs.  J.  D.  Heissenbiittel,  of  Brooklyn,  and 
J.  G.  Ahren3,  of  Willamsburg. 

Five  meetings  were  held  in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  a  constant,  at 
times  even  an  almost  daily,  intercourse  with  the  Missionary  and  hi3  work, 
was  kept  up  by  the  officers  and  other  members  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  found  its  duties  easy  compared  with  the  task  of  its  pre- 
decessors  of  the  previous  year.  The  harmony  between  the  committee 
and  the  Missionary  for  some  years  sorely  missed  had  been  restored  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  the  removal  of  the  distrust  that  for  a  time  clouded 
the  Mission  had  been  successfully  begun.  Thus  it  was  that  the  commit¬ 
tee  found  its  work  for  the  main  part  done  already  when  it  entered  upon 
its  field  of  labor.  It  considered  the  continuation  of  these  two  endeavors 
its  principal  duty,  and  trusts  not  to  have  labored  in  vain. 

The  harmony  with  the  Missionary  was  undisturbed  and  altogether 
brotherly.  The  illfavor  among  Lutheran  friends,  once  so  injurious  to 
the  work  of  the  Mission,  seems  to  be  disappearing.  The  committee  has 
lent  a  willing  ear  to  every  word  of  blame,  every  objection  raised  against 
the  Missjpn  entrusted  to  its  care,  ready  to  make  the  most  impartial  and 
thorough  investigation ;  hut  likewise  it  felt  itself  bound  to  defend  the 
Missionary,  with  the  utmost  earnestness  in  his  burdensome  and  blessed 
labor,  against  any  wrong  arising  from  misunderstanding  and  unfounded 
rumor. 

The  financial  affairs  of  the  Mission  have  also  improved,  as  the  report 
of  the  Treasurer  shows.  Whilst  in  the  preceding  year  it  had  been  pos¬ 
sible  only,  by  means  of  funds  collected  especially  towards  establishing  a 
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Samaritan  Home,  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  Mission,  it  supported 
.itself  this  year  without  recourse  to  any  suoh  extraordinary  help.  Dis¬ 
trust  kept  the  gifts  of  friends  back,  returning  confidence  reopens  the  help¬ 
ing  hands.  At  the  same  time  the  labor  itself  of  the  Missionary  in  Ca  tie 
Garden  helped  to  fill  the  treasury  of  the  Mission  j  i.  e.,  by  certain  com- 
mission-moneys  allowed  by  the  railroad  companies  for  tickets  taken  on 
their  roads  for  immigrants.  At  first  we  thought  best  not  to  have  anything 
to  do  with  this  matter,  but  on  closer  inquiry  finding  that  by  refusing  these 
moneys  we  did  not  benefit  the  immigrants,  and  only  declined  to  accept 
what  is  considered  and  paid  everywhere  as  due  to  any  one  that  procures  a 
ticket,  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  we  had  no  right  to  resign  the  right¬ 
ful  gain  of  the  Mission  in  favor  of  the  railroad  companies.  We  were  con¬ 
firmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  action  of  the  State  officers  of  Castle  Garden, 
who  at  one  time  were  disposed  to  doubt  the  right  of  accepting  said 
money,  but  soon  gave  up  their  objections. 

Complete  harmony  exists  between  our  Missionary  and  these  officers 
As  a  sign  of  that  wo  gladly  acknowledge  an  invitation  which,  through 
the  agency  of  the  Superintendent  of  Castle  Garden,  and  as  a  persona] 
favor  from  him  to  our  Missionary,  was  tendered  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Immigration  to  the  Ministerium  of  New  York  at  its  last  meeting  to  visit 
the  institutions  under  their  charge. 

The  matter  of  holding  regular  Divine  service  for  the  immigrants  gave  us 
no  small  trouble.  We  were  always  of  opinion  that  it  was  one  of  the  main 
duties  laid  upon  us  by  our  office  to  provide  for  it  and  maintain  it  con¬ 
stantly.  After  long  searching  we  had  to  consent  to  rent  some  small  rooms 
scarcely  large  enough  for  the  office  of  the  Missionary,  and  which  were 
entirely  unsuitable  for  holding  Divine  service.  We  could  find  no  oth 
place  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cattle  Garden  as  long  as  we  had  no  greats 
means  at  our  disposal.  'But  for  the  present  there  are  no  prospects 
getting  suitable  rooms,  and  perhaps  never  will  be,  before  peace  and  good 
will  are  restored  between  the  large  bodies  of  our  church  in  the  country* 
In  this  embarrassment  we  felt  very  much  relieved  when  the  Missionary 
informed  us  that  he  had  time  and  strength,  and  felt  inclined  to  gather 
and  organize  a  congregation  in  the  adjoining  parts  of  Brooklyn,  which 
procured  for  us,  without  expense  on  our  part,  an  appropriate  locality  fo 
Divine  service,  so  that  the  wandering,  ever-changing  congregation  of  im¬ 
migrants  are  thus  enabled  to  participate  in  the  worship  of  a  regular  con¬ 
gregation.  With  pleasure  we  granted  to  Bev.  Neumann  the  requested 
permission  to  engage  in  this  additional  labor,  of  course  under  the  restric¬ 
tion  that  he  must  resign  this  congregation  as  soon  as  a  regular  Immigrant 
Chapel  is  established. 

Finally,  we  thought  not  to  overstep  our  commission,  but  simply  to  ac 
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according  to  its  meaning  by  efforts  to  extend  the  influence  of  the  Mission 
as  far  as  possible.  We  tried  to  do  this  in  this  country  as  well  as  in 
Germany,  applying  to  the  church  papers,  to  societies  and  individuals, 
and  also  to  the  government  of  some  churches,  as  far  as  our  connections 
allowed.  These  efforts  have  been  attended  with  partial  success,  in  some 
instances  having  only  been  begun. 

The  reports  of  the  Missionary  and  of  the  Treasurer,  and  the  minutes 
of  our  meetings,  are  herewith  submitted. 

As  we  then  hereby  resign  the  office  entrusted  to  us  by  the  General 
Council,  we  think  ourselves  in  duty  bound  to  render  thanks  to  the  Lord 
of  the  church  for  his  blessings  that  visibly  rested  upon  the  Mission.  We 
entreat  every  friend  of  our  church  thankfully  to  remember  the  Mission  in 
his  prayers,  and  desire  also  to  acknowledge  the  faithfulness  and  zeal  with 
which  the  Missionary,  Rev.  Robert  Neumann,  devotes  himself  to  the  work 
devolving  upon  him. 

(Signed,)  E.  F.  Giese,  Prest. 

John  D  Heissenbuttel, 
John  G.  II  Ahrens, 

John  H.  Boschen,  Treas. 

C.  F.  Nehrbas,  Sec'y. 

•  S.  K  Brobst. 

A.  Spaeth. 

Brooklyn,  Nov.  2,  1872. 

ABSTRACT  OF  THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  REV.  ROBERT  NEUMAN,  MIS¬ 
SIONARY  AT  CASTLE  GARDEN,  NEW  YORK. 

The  Missionary  reports  that  $12,676.93  were  received  from  various 
parts  of  the  country  for  the  use  of  relatives  arriving  at  the  port  of  New 
York.  Of  this  sum  $12,392.75  have  been  paid,  the  balance  is  held 
awaiting  the  arrival  of  others.  Money  was  exchanged  for  the  immi¬ 
grants,  amounting  to  $14,851.86.  For  the  transportation  of  families 
$1,897.07  were  advanced,  of  which  $1,664.53  were  refunded,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $232.54  still  unpaid.  Three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  letters  were  exchanged,  involving  an  endless  mass  of  com¬ 
missions,  performed  with  great  trouble,  care  and  labor.  Meals  were  fur¬ 
nished  to  915  persons.  Lodgings  were  procured  for  410  persons,  during 
cold  winter  nights,  or  in  case  of  physical  weakness.  One  hundred  and 
forty-five  articles  of  clothing  were  furnished  to  the  destitute.  Of  Bibles 
and  Testaments,  140  were  distributed.  Employment  was  procured  for 
404  persons.  Calls  were  made  at  the  office  by  5,604  persons  with  various 
requests.  Of  errands  relating  to  immigrant  matters  1,944  were  attended 
to.  From  8  to  10,000  periodicals  and  religious  papers  were  distributed 
among  the  new  comers. 
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The  Missionary  gathered  a  congregation  which  worships  in  Brooklyn, 
four  blocks  from  the  ferry,  in  a  room,  the  rent  of  which  is  paid  by  St. 
Paul’s  German  Lutheran  church.  The  congregation  numbers  58  com* 
municants,  and  has  a  Sunday  school  of  79  scholars  and  11  teachers.  The 
immigrants  were  brought  over  from  Castle  Garden  to  worship  at  this  place; 
at  times  70  to  80  of  them  were  in  attendance.  The  Lord’s  Supper  was 
administered  at  appropriate  seasons.  Forty-four  children  were  baptized, 
24  persons  were  married  and  4  buried.  This  work  was  performed  mostly 
towards  evening  and  after  the  regular  Mission  work  at  Castle  Garden. 
The  Missionary  laments  the  want  of  a  suitable  house  of  worship  at  this 
great  American  landing  place,  and  appeals  to  the  churches  to  supply  it. 

The  Missionary  concludes  his  report  by  returning  his  sincere  thanks 
to  the  various  individuals  and  associations  in  New  York  and  elsewhere, 
who  have  aided  him  in  the  toilsome  and  important  work  in  which  he  is 
engaged. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  received  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  the 

Committee  on  the  New  York  Immigrant  Mission 

% 

was  reappointed  for  the  present  year,  viz., 

Revs.  E.  F.  Giese,  S.  K.  Brobst,  A.  Spaeth,  C.  F.  Haussmann, 
and  Messrs.  J.  H.  Boschen,  C.  F.  Nehrbas,  J.  D.  Heissenbiittel 
and  J.  G.  H.  Ahrens. 


Emigrants'  House . 

A  report  from  this  institution  having  been  read,  in  accordance 
with  the  action  at  the  morning  session,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee,  with  instructions 
to  report  to  the  Council,  determinate  action  with  reference  to  the 
relation  of  this  institution  to  this  body. 

Committee— Revs.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D.,  F.  von  Rosenberg,  T. 
N.  Hasselquist,  D.  D.,  D.  Rothacker,  and  Messrs.  H.  Trexler  and 
W.  A.  Schmittkenner. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Last  Convention. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  Convention  held  in  November 
1871,  find  the  following  items  to  which  your  attention  is  respectfully 
called: 

1.  (p.  38.)  The  English  Church  Book  Committee  was  instructed ;  (a) 
to  continue  the  work  of  preparing  a  series  of  Family  Prayers  for  the 
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Church.  Book ;  (b)  to  prepare  as  many  of  the  Orders  for  Ministerial 
Acts  as  possible,  and  have  them  printed  in  provisional  form,  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  this  meeting. 

2.  (p.  39.)  A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  Constitution  for 
a  Historical  Society. 

3.  (p.  45.)  The  Committee  on  the  German  Church  Book  was  instructed 
to  make  out  a  clear  and  approved  copy  of  said  book  ready  for  publica¬ 
tion,  and  submit  it  to  this  Convention. 

4.  (p.  51.)  Rev.  A.  Spaeth  gave  notice  that  he  would  offer  an  addi¬ 
tional  By-Law  at  this  meeting,  providing  for  the  discussion  of  Theses  on 
some  important  doctrinal  or  practical  question  at  each  Convention  of  the 
General  Council. 

5.  (p.  53.)  The  Committee  on  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary  was 
instructed  to  report  at  this  meeting. 

,  6.  (p.  53.)  The  term  of  office  of  three  of  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  General  Council  has  expired. 

7.  (p.  54.)  A  committee  was  appointed  to  address  a  fraternal  letter  to 
the  authorities  of  our  church  in  Sweden  in  regard  to  letters  of  dismission. 

8.  (p.  55.)  The  delegates  of  the  Augustana  Synods  (Swedish  and 
Nor.-Danish)  were  requested  to  have  an  abstract  of  the  minutes  trans¬ 
lated  and  published  in  their  respective  papers. 

G.  W.  Meciiling, 

H.  W.  Roth, 

T.  N.  Hasselquist, 

'  J.  H.  Baden, 

P.  Frase, 

J.  F.  Sexberling. 

Received  and  considered  by  items. 

Under  the  various  items  the  following  statements  were  made : 

1.  Report  to  be  presented  by  the  Church  Book  Committee. 

2.  Report  ready. 

3.  German  Church  Book  Committee  report  progress. 

4.  By-Law  framed  as  Ho.  6  in  the  order  of  business. 

5.  Report  ready. 

6.  The  names  of  the  three 

% 

Trustees  of  the  General  Council 

whose  term  of  office  expires  on  the  third  Monday  in  November  of 
the  present  year,  were  reported,  and  on  motion  they  were  re¬ 
elected  for  three  years,  viz., 

Rev.  E.  Carlson,  S.  Gross  Fry  and  Peter  P.  Keller. 
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7.  2n  o  official  action  had  been  taken,  but  information  had  been 
sent  to  Sweden  concerning  the  matter,  and  printed  in  the  papers  of 
that  country. 

8.  .translations  had  been  made  and  published  in  the  Swedish 
papers. 

Teachers  Seminary. 

A  paper  was  presented  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  insti¬ 
tution,  which  without  being  read,  was  referred  to  a  committee  to 
report  whether  anything  in  the  document  requires  the  action  of 
the  Council. 

Committee— -Revs.  J.  Fry  and  J.  H.  Baden,  and  Mr.  II,  Leh¬ 
man. 

Adjourned,  to  meet  at  8J  o’clock  on  Tuesday  morning.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  D.  M.  Kemerer. 


Eighth  Session. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  12,  8J  A.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  H.  Lindeblad. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Historical  Society. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Constitution  for  the  His¬ 
torical  Society  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  whereupon  it 
was 

Resolved^  That  the  form  of  Constitution  for  a  Historical  Soci¬ 
ety  be  received  and  printed  in  the  minutes,  for  action  at  the  next 
convention.  (See  Appendix  B.) 

Committee  on  Constitution  for  Congregations. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  to 
frame  a  new  Constitution  for  Congregations,  and,  on  motion,  the 
President  was  also  added.  The  following  is  the  Committee  : 

Revs.  0.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  B.  M.  Schmucker,  D.  D.,  J.  A. 
Seiss,  D.  I).,  E.  Greenwald,  D.  D.,  A.  Spaeth  and  H.  Grahn, 
and  Messrs.  H.  II.  Muhlenberg,  H.  Trexler  and  L.  L.  Houpt. 
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Parochial  Schools. 

Resolved ,  That  the  attention  of  the  District  Synods  of  'the 
General  Council  be  respectfully  directed  to  the  subject  of  Paro¬ 
chial  or  Congregational  Schools  ;  and  that  they  be  requested  to 
lay  their  action  in  regard  to  it,  before  this  body,  at  its  next  regu¬ 
lar  meeting. 

English  Church  Book. 

Report  of  the  Committee. 

Your  Committee  would  beg  leave  to  report,  that  the  sales  of  the 
Churoh  Book  since  the  book  store  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  Rev. 
G.  W.  Frederick,  have  been  1,628  copies,  which  leaves  unsold  of  the  last 
edition,  3,056  copies. 

The  preparation  of  the  Orders  for  Ministerial  Acts,  and  the  Family 
Prayers,  has  not  yet  been  completed. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  HYMN  AND  TUNE  BOOK. 

The  state  of  this  book  is  as  follows  :  The  hymns  having  been  generally 
determined  by  the  committee,  the  collection  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Rev.  F.  F.  Buermeyer  (a  cultivated  and  expert  musician,  of  fine  taste 
and  spirit),  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  music.  He  has  given  it 
prompt  and  diligent  attention,  and  has  the  music  ready  to  submit  to  the 
examination  of  the  committee.  Should  the  committee  find  the  work 
satisfactory,  it  may  be  possible  that  the  work  will  be  published  early 
in  1873. 

The  Order  for  the  opening  and  closing  of  the  Sunday  School  has  been 
prepared,  and  will  appear  in  the  number  of  the  Lutheran  for  the  current 
week.  It  has  not  yet  been  examined  by  the  committee. 

THE  CHURCH  BOOK  WITH  MUSIC. 

On  the  Festival  day  of  the  Reformation  in  this  year  was  published  a 
work  of  great  interest  and  importance  to  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Amer¬ 
ica,  well  worthy  to  take  rank  along  side  of  the  great  cantionals  of  the 
earlier  period  of  our  church's  history. 

The  Lutheran  Church  has  never  in  any  land  produced,  or  possessed  a 
manual  for  use  in  the  worship  of  the  Church,  more  full  and  complete  in 
its  provisions  for  all  the  parts  of  the  service,  and  for  all  the  Seasons  of. 
the  Church  Year,  than  is  furnished  in  the  “  Church  Book  with  Music/' 
edited  by  Miss  Harriet  R.  Krauth,  of  Philadelphia.  For  four  years  she 
has  been  engaged  upon  it,  sparing  neither  trouble  nor  expense  to  make 
it  what  the  church  needs.  The  book  includes  every  portion  of  the 


25 


f 187  2. 


Church  Book  used  iu  worship,  and  the  system  of  references  introduced, 
together  with  the  indexes  prepared  with  so  much  labor  and  judgment, 
greatly  facilitate  its  use.  In  all  respects  the  hook  is  the  result  of  the 
most  diligent  and  protracted  labor,  and  is  an  enduring  monument  to  the 
zeal,  devotion  and  skill  of  the  authoress. 

In  view  of  the  amount  of  time,  labor  and  expense  devoted  to  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  work,  and  the  very  heavy  costs  of  publication,  the  com¬ 
mittee  have  granted  to  Miss  Krauth  the  right  to  use  so  much  of  the 
Church  Book  as  was  required  by  the  plan  of  her  work,  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms :  So  soon  as  the  cost  of  publication  of  her  book  has  been 
covered  by  its  profits,  she  is  to  pay  the  same  percentage  per  copy  that  is 
at  that  time  paid  by  the  Church  Book  in  its  ordinary  plain  form  )  and 
until  that  time  the  use  of  it  is  free  to  her. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

By  the  Committee. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Iowa  Synod  and  German  Church  Book. 

Rev.  Prof.  Fritschel  having  stated  that  the  Iowa  Synod  ex¬ 
pected  to  use  the  German  Church  Book  of  the  Council,  and  with  this 
intention  had  suspended  the  publication  of  one  of  their  own,  asked 
whether  that  body  would  be  permitted  to  participate  in  the  profits 
of  its  sale.  It  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of 
Iowa  be  put  upon  the  same  footing  with  the  other  Synods  of  this 
body,  in  the  participation  of  the  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of 
the  German  Church  Book. 

New  By-Law. 

According  to  notice  given  at  the  last  Convention,  Rev.  A.  Spaeth 
offered  the  following  By-Law,  to  be  known  as  No.  6,  in  the  firsCof 
the  series  of  By-Laws.  (See  Minutes  of  1868,  p.  8.) 

6.  The  first  two  morning  sessions  after  the  opening  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  shall  be  devoted  to  the  discussion  of  doctrinal  points  and 
important  practical  questions. 

Theological  Seminary  at  Chicago. 

A  sub-committee  of  the  commission  appointed  on  this  institu¬ 
tion,  presented  a  report,  which  was  received  and  considered  by 
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items.  During  its  consideration  the  Constitution  of  the  Semi¬ 
nary,  offered  by  the  same  committee,  wa3  taken  up  for  action. 
Pending  this  action,  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  D.  Rothacker. 


Tuesday,  Nov.  12,  2  P.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  S.  Fritschel. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Chicago  Seminary. 

The  Constitution. 

The  consideration  of  this  document  was  resumed.  It  was 
amended  and  adopted  by  items,  and  as  a  whole.  (See  Appendix 
A.)  In  order  to  make  the  action  of  the  Council  at  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  1870,  consistent  with  its  adoption  of  Art.  8,  Sec.  2,  of  this 
Constitution,  the  answer  to  Question  4,  p.  45,  Minutes  of  1870, 
was  reconsidered  and  amended  so  as  to  read  : 

The  Directors,  after  the  first  election ,  shall  be  elected  by  the 
General  Council,  on  the  nomination  of  the  District  Synods  uniting 
in  sustaining  the  Seminary ;  each  Synod  nominating  clerical  and 
lay  Directors  in  such  ratio  as  the  General  Council  shall  from  time 
to  time  determine. 

Report  of  Sub-Committee  on  Chicago  Seminary. 

The  consideration  of  the  renort  of  the  committee  was  then  re- 
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Burned.  It  was  amended  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  proposed  Theological  Seminary  at  Chicago  re¬ 
spectfully  present  the  following  report : 

While  they  deeply  regret  that  the  calamity  of  the  Chicago  fire,  and 
the  pressing  needs  of  our  destroyed  churches  in  that  city,  made  it  inad¬ 
visable  to  press  the  claims  of  this  most  important  undertaking  during 
the  past  year,  they  nevertheless  rejoice  that  they  are  able  at  the  present 
Convention, 

1.  To  offer  to  the  General  Council,  from  one  of  our  ministers,  a  deed 
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in  fee  simple  of  four  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  city  of  Chicago,  as  the 
site  of  the  Theological  Seminary.  The  market  value  of  this  property  is 
now  $16,000,  but  its  prospective  value  is  much  greater.  It  is  situated 
on  the  highest  elevation  in  Cook  county,  immediately  on  the  G-raceland 
road,  and  is  now  accessible  by  it  and  the  street  cars  on  the  Dummy 
road,  though  in  a  short  time  it  can  probably  be  reached  every  hour  by  the 
cars  on  the  new  road  to  Evanston.  The  location  is  one  of  entire  health- 
fulness,  and  what  make3  it  specially  desirable,  is  its  proximity  to  all  our 
principal  churches  and  to  the  great  majority  of  our  foreign  Lutheran 
population  in  the  city.  The  donation  is  made  without  conditions,  except 
the  necessary  one,  that  it  shall  be  the  site  of  the  proposed  Seminary  for  a 
period  of  twenty-five  years,  after  which,  as  the  providence  of  God 
seems  to  direct,  and  the  General  Council  elects,  the  property  may  remain 
as  the  site  of  the  Seminary  or  be  sold,  provided,  however,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  be  sacredly  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  same  Seminary  in  or  near 
the  city  of  Chicago. 

2.  The  committee  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state,  that  they  have  a 
subscription  of  $1,500  for  the  support  of  the  first  English  Professor  who 
may  be  elected,  for  one  year,  and  a  personal  pledge  or  obligation  by  a 
member  of  the  committee,  to  raise  a  similar  sum  for  the  second  year, 
should  there  be  no  endowment  by  that  time. 

3.  The  committee  express  the  confident  belief  that  the  sum  of  $10,- 
000  can  be  raised  from  individuals  and  churches  during  the  coming  year 
for  the  erection  of  the  most  necessary  buildings,  so  that  by  the  1st  of 
September,  1873,  they  may  be  ready  for  occupancy,  without  the  incum¬ 
brance  of  debt. 

4.  The  Constitution  of  the  Theological  Seminary  in  Philadelphia, 
modified  in  a  few  of  the  minor  details,  and  adapted  to  the  circumstances 
of  an  institution  under  the  care  of  a  general  body,  is  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  thb  Council,  as  the  constitution  of  the  proposed  seminary. 

5.  It  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  prepare  a  charter,  as  the  amended 
constitution  of  Illinois  prohibits  the  granting  of  special  charters,  and  the 
title  to  the  property  is  to  be  vested  in  the  General  Council. 

6.  The  committee  respectfully  propose  : 

(a)  That  at  this  Convention  an  election  be  held  for  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  of  the  Seminary,  and  also  for  the  first  English  Professor. 

(b)  That  the  General  Council  invite,  and  hereby  does  respectfully 
invite  the  Augustana  Synod,  if  possible,  to  unite  the  theological  de¬ 
partment  of  the  Angustana  Synod's  Institution  at  Paxton,  with  the  new 
Theological  Seminary  at  Chicago. 

(c)  That  the  Board  of  Directors  be  authorized  to  make  the  particular 
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arrangements  with  the  Augustana  Synod  to  consummate  the  union  con¬ 
templated,  subject  to  the  ratification  of  this  body. 

W.  A.  Passavant, 

Erl.  Carlson, 

F.  Richards, 

Sub-  Committee. 

In  reference  to  the  first  item  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : 

Resolved ,  That  we  accept  the  gift  of  four  acres  of  ground  near 
Chicago,  as  a  site  for  the  Theological  Seminary,  tendered  through 
the  sub-committee ;  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  General  Council  are 
due  and  hereby  returned  to  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  for 
this  generous  gift  for  this  institution. 

On  motion  a  committee  was  appointed  to  nominate  Directors  for 
election  at  the  next  session. 

Committee — Revs.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  T.  N.  Hasselquist, 
D.  D.,  and  E.  Carlson. 

A  committee  was  also  appointed  to  present  a  name  or  names  for 
the  action  of  the  Council  in  the  election  of  the  English  Professor 
in  the  Seminary. 

Committee — Revs.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D.,  H.  W.  Roth,  G.  W. 
Mechling,  S.  Klingman,  T.  N.  Hasselquist,  D.  D.,  and  J.  H, 
Hunton. 

Report  on  the  President's  Report. 

The  Committee  on  the  President’s  Report  presented  the  item 
of  their  report  which  was  recommitted  to  them.  It  was  read  and 
its  consideration  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

i 

Iowa  Synod  and  German  Hymn  Booh . 

Resolved ,  That  the  Synod  of  Iowa  have  authority,  through  an 
agent  to  be  appointed  by  them,  to  procure  copies  of  the  German 
Church  Book,  for  sale  in  the  congregations  of  that  Synod  ;  and 
that  the  percentage  of  the  General  Council  on  those  copies  be 
paid  to  that  Synod. 

Immigrants'  House . 

The  committee  on  the  report  of  the  “  Lutheran  Emigrants’ 
House  Association  of  New  York,”  offered  a  report,  which  was 
received  and  taken  up  for  consideration  by  items. 

Pending  action  upon  it,  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling. 
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Wednesday,  Nov.  13,  9  A.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  S. 
Wagenhala. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Chicago  Seminary, 

The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  some  suitable  person  or 
persons  to  be  voted  for  as  the  first  English  Professor  in  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Seminary,  reported  that  they  had  unanimously  agreed  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  name  of  Rev.  Prof.  Henry  E.  Jacobs,  of  Gettysburg,  Pa. 

The  committee  appointed  to  suggest  names  of  Directors  of  the 
Seminary,  also  reported. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  English  Pro¬ 
fessor  and  of  the  Directors  of  the  Seminary.  Rev.  J.  K.  Plitt, 
Paul  P.  Keller  and  H.  Lehman  were  appointed  tellers.  They  re¬ 
ported  the  following  result : 

English  Professor  in  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary . 

Rev.  Henry  Eyster  Jacobs. 

Directors  of  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary. 

Rev.  Dr.  T.  H.  Hasselquist,  Paxton,  David  Pox,  Marshall,  Mich., 

Ill.,  Rev.  P.  Richards,  Chicago,  Ill., 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  Passavant,  Pitts-  L.  H.  Johnson,  “  “ 

burgh,  Pa.,  '  Rev.  O.  J.  Hatlestad,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

P.  Coleeth,  Chicago,  Ill.,  A.  Clove,  Leland,  Ill., 

Rev.  E.  Carlson,  Chicago,  Ill.,  Rev.  D.  Pritschel,  Strawberry  Pt.,  Ia., 

Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling,  Lancaster,  O.,  Rev.  H.  Peck,  Jacksonville,  Ill., 

Dr.  George  G.  Beck,  “  “  George  Deickman,  Yandalia,  Ill., 

P.  L.  Sawkinson,  Chicago,  'Ill.,  Rev.  J.  H.  Hunton,  East  Germantown, 
Rev.  J.  P.  Pahs,  Akron,  Ohio,  Ind., 

Jno.  F.  Seiberling,  “  “  L.  L.  Houpt,  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Rev.  S.  Wagenhals,  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  And’w  Drischel,  Cambridge  City,  Ind., 
H.  J.  Rudisell,  “  “  Washington  D,  Beeler,  Alliance,  O. 

Rev.  S.  Klingman,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 

Teachers'  Seminary. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the 
Wartburg  Seminary  for  school  teachers,  has  examined  the  same,  and 
learned  that  the  Trustees  feel  greatly  encouraged  with  the  prospects  of 
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the  institution.  Subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  about  $7,500  have  been 
obtained,  and  there  is  a  prospect  of  obtaining  a  suitable  piece  of  ground 
for  the  school  near  New  York  City,  at  a  reasonable  price.  They  request 
that  opportunities  be  afforded  their  representatives  to  present  the  claims 
of  the  Seminary  to  the  congregations  in  connection  with  the  General 
Council. 

Your  committee  suggests  that  the  report  be  read  before  the  Council, 
and  the  cause  of  the  Wartburg  Seminary  be  commended  to  the  attention 
of  the  District  Synods  and  to  the  generous  assistance  of  the  churches. 

J.  Fry, 

J.  H.  Baden, 
Henry  Lehman. 

Deceived  and  adopted. 

Under  the  first  item,  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Wartburg 
Seminary  for  School  Teachers  was  read. 

Report  of  Committee  on  President’s  Report 

The  consideration  of  this  report  was  resumed. 

•  The  second  item  was  adopted,  and  the  report  as  a  whole  adopt¬ 
ed,  as  follows  : 

Your  Committee  to  whom  was  submitted  the  President’s  Deport  for 
examination,  respectfully  report,  that  the  document  in  question  contains 
two  items,  viz.: 

No.  1.  A  letter  of  excuse  from  the  President  of  the  Texas  Synod,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  statistics  of  said  Synod. 

No.  2  A  communication  from  the  Second  District  Conference  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Synod. 

In  reference  to  No.  1,  your  committee  would  move  that  the  Synod  of 
Texas  be  excused  for  not  sending  a  delegate  to  this  Convention,  and  that, 
whilst  we  deeply  regret  their  inability  to  be  here  represented,  we  yet 
heartily  rejoice  in  the  assurance  of  their  continued  interest  in  the  work 
and  prosperity  of  the  General  Council. 

3.  in  reference  to  the  interrogatories  addressed  by  the  Second  District 
Conference  of  the  Synod  of  Pennsylvania,  your  committee  respectfully 
move  that  said  Conference  be  referred  for  a  reply  to  the  action  of  their 
own  Synod,  found  on  page  26,  section  3,  in  the  English  Minutes  of  the 
last  Convention,  which  action  the  General  Council  fully  endorses. 

G.  A.  Wenzel 

H.  C.  Kaehler, 

S.  Wagenhals, 

W.  A.  SCHMITTHENNER, 

H.  Lehman. 
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The  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions 
was  read  and  received. 

Pending  its  consideration,  adj  ourned. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel. 

Eleventh  Session. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  18,  2  P.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  H. 
Grahn. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Mom©  Missions, 

The  consideration  of  this  subject  was  resumed. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  in  presenting  their  fourth 
annual  report  ask  the  thoughtful  attention  of  the  General  Council  to  a 
brief  review  of  the  Missionary  interests  in  our  connection,  and  to  the 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  work  at  the  present  time. 

When  the  General  Council  was  organized  five  years  ago,  preliminary 
steps  were  taken  to  create  a  uniform  system  of  Missions  in  the  District 
Synods,  and  also  to  form  a  central  organization  for  such  Missionary  opera¬ 
tions  as  were  above  the  pecuniary  ability  of  single  Synods  or  beyond  their 
geographical  limits.  A  year  later,  at  the  Convention  in  Pittsburgh,  such 
a  plan  of  Missions  was  proposed,  and,  with  a  few  changes,  was  unani¬ 
mously  adopted  by  the  Council  and  recommended  to  the  District  Synods. 
Nearly  all  of  these,  we  are  happy  to  state,  have  since  then  substituted 
this  mode  of  Missionary  operation  for  the  plans  previously  existing  among 
them,  so  that  now  there  is  a  substantial  unity  of  operations  in  the  Synods 
of  the  General  Council  in  this  most  important  department  of  Synodical 
work.  This  plan  contemplates  the  election  of  a  Missionary  President, 
or  Superintendent,  and  a  Mission  Committee,  each  Synod,  through 
whom,  as  its  executive  officers,  the  churches  of  the  Synods  with  their 
pastors  shall  carry  on  the  work  of  Missions  and  church  extension  in  their 
respective  Synodical  bounds.  The  aim  of  the  general  organization  of 
the  Council  is  not  to  weaken  or  absorb  these  local  organizations,  but  to 
intensify  them  ;  and  in  the  case  of  young  and  weak  Synods,  particularly 
in  the  newer  States  and  Territories,  to  aid  them,  whenever  it  is  possible , 
by  appropriations  of  funds  for  the  exploration  of  their  territory  and  the 
supply  of  their  vacancies  and  Missions. 
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We  record,  with  sincere  gratitude  to  God,  that  since  the  adoption  of 
this  plan  of  the  General  Council,  the  Home  Mission  interest  has  largely 
increased  in  all  the  Synods,  while  in  several  the  increase  of  contributions 
has  been  four-fold.  We  may  safely  say  that  this  feature  of  our  organi¬ 
zation  has  been  eminently  successful,  and  that  the  labors  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  in  visiting  the  District  Synods,  and  pressing  upon  them  the  claims 
of  the  spiritually  destitute,  have  been  attended  with  much  encourage¬ 
ment.  But  we  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that  success  in  this  de¬ 
partment  of  our  work  has,  at  least  for  the  time  being,  to  some  extent 
weakened  our  hands  in  the  general  work.  The  spiritual  destitution  which 
was  brought  to  light  by  local  exploration ;  the  number  of  waste  places 
which  were  discovered;  the  vacant  churches  which  had  long  cried  for 
laborers,  and  now  cried  more  imploringly ;  together  with  the  removal  into 
the  cities  and  railroad  towns  of  multitudes  of  our  young  people  from  the 
country  churches,  and  the  distressing  inability  of  the  District  Synods  to 
provide  pastors  for  all  these  scattered  sheep  and  lambs,  while  it  kindled 
the  spirit  of  Missions  in  the  Synods  for  the  destitute  of  their  own  terri¬ 
tory,  also  diverted  attention  from  the  general  Missionary  organization 
and  its  vast  field  in  the  regions  beyond.  Brethren  have  repeatedly  said 
to  us,  How  can  we  be  asked  to  relieve  the  needy  in  the  new  States  and 
Territories  of  the  West,  when  the  perishing  at  our  own  doors  cry  to  us 
for  bread?  But  the  reply  to  all  such  is,  that  those  at  our  own  door 
and  those  out  of  sight  must  be  provided  for ,  that  the  gospel  must  be 
preached  to  every  creature,  and  that  this  duty  must  be  pressed  home  upon 
the  church  by  the  ministry,  as  the  most  blessed  privilege  of  her  life, 
until  she  unhoards  the  wealth  God  has  entrusted  to  her  and  freely  conse¬ 
crates  it  upon  the  altar  of  her  Lord.  That  our  general  organization  has 
continued  to  live,  with  such  a  home  pressure  for  action  in  the  territory 
of  every  Synod,  and  that  it  has  done  something,  is  a  wonder,  rather  than 
that  it  has  not  accomplished  more.  For,  in  reality,  while  most  of  the 
Synods  have  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  General  Council  to  ap¬ 
propriate  the  one-fifth  of  their  Missionary  collections  to  its  treasury,  only 
those  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Pittsburgh  Synods,  and  the  English  Dis¬ 
trict  Synod  of  Ohio,  have  statedly  done  so,  the  others  not  at  all.  The 
amount  which  has  thus  been  received  has  been  wholly  inadequate  to  our 
needs.  It  has  scarcely  been  a  tithe  of  what  we  asked  and  had  a  right  to 
expect  from  a  communicant  membership  so  large  and  so  well  able  to  do 
great  things  for  Christ  and  the  church.  Meanwhile,  the  most  earnest 
cries  continue  to  come  to  us  from  every  part  of  the  mighty  West,  but  the 
same  sad  reply  has  been  made  to  all,  11  The  church  indeed  appointed  us, 
but  has  not  furnished  us  the  laborers  or  the  means  \”  In  our  first  report 
we  deplored  the  want  of  suitable  Missionaries,  as  well  as  the  want  of 


sioney  to  support  those  we  had.  After  four  years  of  anxious  toil,  as  a 
committee,  these  two  wants  are  greater  and  more  pressing  than  ever.  For 
the  gathering  in  and  the  establishment  of  a  church  in  a  city,  and  the 
-erection  of  a  house  of  worship,  so  to  speak,  out  of  nothing,  in  the  midst, 
■of  opposing  forces  for  evil,  and  no  co-operating  agencies  for  good,  is 
not  the  gift  even  of  every  pious  minister.  And  so,  to  explore  the  terri¬ 
tory  of  a  State,  organizing  new  churches,  reviving  old  ones,  uniting  them 
into  new  charges,  obtaining  for  them  suitable  pastors,  and  everywhere 
inspiring  hope  and  winning  success  from  the  midst  of  poverty,  discourage¬ 
ment  and  seeming  defeat,  is  the  gift  of  God  only  to  those  whom  he  raises 
up  for  this  difficult  but  most  needful  work.  But  for  such  men,  and  for 
means  to  sustain  them  that  they  may  give  themselves  wholly  to  the  word 
and  to  prayer,  the  church  must  pray  unceasingly  to  God.  Her  organi¬ 
sations  for  work,  meanwhile,  must  not  be  suffered  to  die,  nor  the  hands  of 
those  who  labor  in  them  to  hang  by  their  side.  The  voice  of  the  Master 
bids  us  toil  on,  though  all  night  we  seem  to  take  nothing.  When  his 
time  conies  he  will  give  the  strength  and  inspire  the  faith  to  11  launch  out 
into  the  deep  and  let  down  the  net  for  a  draught.”  [t  cannot  but  be  that 
this  time  is  at  hand.  God  must  hear  the  cries  of  his  perishing  people, 
and  he  will  yet  make  us  willing  in  the  day  of  his  power. 

The  following  is  a  brief  review  of  the  Mission  work  under  the  care  of 
the  committee,  and  also  a  general  statement  of  what  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  during  the  past  year  by  the  Missionary  organizations  of  the 
different  Synods : 

1.  The  Rev.  J.  L.  Stirewalt ,  our  faithful  and  indefatigable  Missionary 
Superintendent,  for  central  Indiana,  was  compelled,  shortly  after  our  last 
Convention,  to  cease  all  further  labors  on  account  of  declining  health. 
This  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  cause,  and  a  serious  loss  to  the  numerous 
vacant  congregations  and  stations  which  looked  to  him  for  the  preached 
word.  ITe,  however,  lovingly  cared  for  them  from  his  sick  bed,  through 
■others,  praying  and  working,  until  at  length  death  closed  the  scene  !  On 
his  recommendation,  the  Rev.  M.  J.  Stirewalt,  now  of  Augusta  Station, 
Marion  county,  Indiana,  was  appointed  by  the  committee  as  his  successor, 
and  faithfully  carried  on  the  work  in  the  same  spirit,  until  the  meeting 
of  the  aewly  organized  Indiana  Synod,  by  whom  he  was  duly  appointed 
the  Synod’s  Missionary  President  for  the  State.  The  labors  of  Brother 
Stirewalt  have  been  very  acceptable  alike  to  the  people  and  to  the  com¬ 
mittee.  We  trust  that  he  will  be  sustained  in  bis  arduous  and  important 
work  by  the  sympathies  and  contributions  of  the  people;  and  that,  under 
God,  the  waste  places  of  Zion  in  Indiana  may  again  be  built  up  and  become 
as  the  garden  of  the  Lord.  His  work  for  the  present  consists  largely  in 
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the  supply  of  the  numerous  vacancies  in  the  State  and  in  such  an  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  churches  into  districts  as  will  enable  the  congregations  to  call 
and  sustain  pastors  of  their  own. 

2.  The  Rev.  W.  P.  Rnthrauff  remained  in  commission  until  the  month 
of  July,  laboring  in  Akron  and  at  adjacent  parts,  when  he  resigned  on 
account  of  continued  and  distressing  ill  health.  The  congregation  was 
organized  in  Akron  in  December,  1869,  by  the  Mission  Committee,  and 
provisionally  supplied  by  them  until  April,  1870,  when  Brother  Ruth- 
rauff  was  elected  pastor  and  appointed  to  labor  at  this  place  and  others 
which  were  within  reach.  Although  the  generous  sum  of  840,000  had 
already  been  subscribed  by  three  of  the  congregation,  and  the  names  of 
some  thirty  persons  were  enrolled  as  communicants,  the  gathering  in  of 
our  scattered  people  and  their  consolidation  into  a  congregation  was  a 
work  of  no  small  difficulty.  The  many  obstacles  to  be  overcome  in  the 
erection  of  the  church  were  happily  surmounted,  and  before  his  removal 
he  had  the  great  satisfaction  of  aiding  in  the  consecration  of  this  beauti¬ 
ful  sanctuary  where  we  are  now  assembled,  and  of  seeing  a  successor 
elected  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Fahs.  To-day  the  General  Coun¬ 
cil  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America  meets  in  annual  convention  in  it, 
and  every  grateful  voice  exclaims,  “  What  hath  God  wrought  V9  A  more 
forcible  argument  for  Home  Missions  could  not  be  furnished  than  the 
history  of  this  church  affords.  But  for  such  preparatory  work  by  the 
committee  and  their  Missionary,  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  the  isolated 
members  of  our  communion  in  this  city  would  ever  have  been  brought  to¬ 
gether.  And  yet  this  place  is  but  one  of  many  other  western  cities, 
where  the  fields  are  equally  white  for  the  harvest. 

3.  The  Rev.  J.  L.  Smith  at  our  last  Convention  was  reported  as  labor¬ 
ing  successfully  at  Vandalia,  III.  He  remained  there  until  July,  when 
he  resigned,  owing  to  ill  health  in  his  family,  to  take  charge  of  the  Mis¬ 
sion  at  Alliance,  Ohio.  During  the  fourteen  months’  service  of  Brother 
Smith  in  Vandalia,  the  membership  was  increased  from  35  to  63,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  loss  of  8  members  by  removals,  and  otherwise.  Of 
these,  11  adults  were  baptized,  and  the  rest  were  confirmed  and  received 
by  certificate.  Nearly  81,000  were  collected  to  pay  old  debts  and  procure 
various  objects  needed  by  the  congregation  and  Sunday  School.  The  at¬ 
tendance  and  attention  was  very  encouraging.  A  good  Sunday  School 
was  also  maintained  and  considerably  increased.  The  church  has  united 
with  the  Pittsburgh  Synod  until  such  time  that  a  Synod  will  be  organized 
in  Illinois,  in  connection  with  the  General  Council.  The  Mission  Com¬ 
mittee,  with  the  Church  Council,  are  anxiously  looking  for  a  suitable 
pastor. 

4.  The  Rev.  Frank  Richards ,  our  Missionary  in  Chicago,  has  continued 
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in  our  service  during  the  past  year,  at  times  preaching  statedly  to  the 
little  homeless  and  widely-scattered  Mission  flock  in  that  city,  whenever 
the  kindness  of  Christian  charity  opened  a  church  or  hall  for  divine 
service,  and  at  other  times  collecting  publicly  and  from  house  to  house 
over  the  land,  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  means  to  purchase  a  lot 
and  erect  a  house  of  worship.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  central  situa¬ 
tion  at  any  reasonable  rate  was  unexpectedly  great,  as  all  values  were  un¬ 
settled  by  the  fire,  and  all  the  records  of  the  Court  House  being  burned, 
several  months  of  further  delay  ensued  by  the  inability  to  obtain  the 
necessary  abstracts  of  the  title.  At  length,  however,  a  suitable  lot  wa3 
purchased  on  the  corner  of  North  Dearborn  and  Erie  streets,  being  65  by 
110  feet  in  size,  the  cost  being  something  over  $12,000.  On  this,  upwards 
of  the  half  has  been  paid.  The  lateness  of  the  season,  but  particularly  the 
want  of  means,  made  it  impossible  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the 
chapel  this  year,  and  on  consultation  with  the  committee,  a  neat  frame 
building  in  the  vicinity  was  purchased  and  removed  on  the  lot,  and  is 
now  being  remodeled  and  fitted  up  for  the  purpose  of  a  temporary  chapel  » 
and  Sunday  School  room.  Such  an  arrangement  was  absolutely  necessary 
to  once  more  give  to  the  congregation  a  spiritual  home,  which  it  has  not 
had  since  the  destruction  of  their  church  in  the  great  fire.  The  new 
building  will  hold  from  150  to  200  persons,  and  though  quite  unlike 
their  former  graceful  church,  will  be  a  most  welcome  retreat  to  the  con¬ 
gregation  in  this  their  hour  of  need. 

The  total  amount  of  collections  for  the  “  Church  of  Mercy,”  reported 
by  the  Treasurer  of  the  Church  Extension  Society,  is  $9,368  01,  an 
amount,  we  are  pained  to  say,  altogether  inadequate  even  to  pay  for  the 
ground!  Under  these  circumstances,  the  heavy  duty  will  devolve  upon 
the  Missionary  to  visit  other  churches  for  this  purpose,  and  in  so  doing, 
we  bespeak  for  him  the  warmest  welcome  of  all  our  people.  Now  that  a 
permanent  foot-hold  has  been  secured,  success  under  G-od  is  only  a  ques¬ 
tion  of  time.  The  struggle  is  a  hard  and  painful  one  at  the  beginning, 
but  the  final  victory  will  be  all  the  more  glorious.  The  future  will  not  be 
far  off  when  the  church  will  be  amply  repaid  for  all  the  aid  she  has  ex¬ 
tended  to  this  undertaking. 

5.  The  Mission  Station  at  Alliance ,  O.,  referred  to  in  our  last  report 
as  under  the  supervision  of  liev.  W.  P.  Ruthrauff,  our  Missionary,  was 
transferred,  in  July  last,  by  the  Mission  Committee  to  the  English  Dis¬ 
trict  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  their  Missionary,  Rev.  J. 

L.  Smith,  late  of  Yandalia.  Previous  to  this  a  lot  had  been  purchased 
aad  upwards  of  a  thousand  dollars  secured,  under  the  auspices  of  Brother 
Ruthrauff,  while  laboring  here  in  connection  with  his  work  at  Akron. 

On  the  8th  of  September,  the  corner  stone  of  a  neat  church  edifice  for 
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the  newly  organized  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  of  Alliance  and  vicinity, 
was  laid  with  suitable  services,  and,  by  the  divine  blessing,  will  soon  be 
ready  for  occupancy.  It  is  believed  that  in  a  few  years  a  vigorous  con¬ 
gregation  will  be  gathered  in  this  growing  and  important  town,  where,  but 
for  the  persistent  labors  of  the  committee,  nothing  further  would  have 
been  attempted  in  this  abandoned  field. 

6.  In  connection  with  the  Virginia  Synod ,  the  Mission  Committee  have 
continued  to  sustain  the  Rev.  D.  M.  Henkel  during  the  past  year  in  the 
city  of  Richmond ,  Va.  We  regret  to  be  obliged  to  state  that,  nothwith- 
standing  the  favorable  prospects  during  the  early  half  of  the  year  to 
secure  a  lot  and  commence  the  erection  of  a  church  edifice,  the  failure  of 
the  health  of  Brother  Henkel,  and  other  causes,  made  it  manifestly  his 
duty  to  tender  his  resignation  to  the  committee  and  to  close  his  ministry 
tnere  on  the  1st  of  October.  The  importance  of  this  growing  centre  to 
the  church  is  becomming  more  and  more  apparent;  and  we  are  glad  to 
learn  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gilbert,  of  Staunton,  the  Comm' 'doner  of  the 

•  '  '  \  l  of  .  ■ 

Virginia  Synod,  who  has  since  visited  and  preached  fSr  our  brethren 
there,  that  the  Virginia  Synod  will  use  its  utmost  diligence  in  obtaining  a 
laborer  for  this  place  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

9.  From  the  report  of  the  Treasurer ,  Thos.  H.  Lane,  of  Pittsburgh,  it- 
will  be  seen  that,  including  the  deficiency  of  $684.32  from  the  previous 
year,  the  amount  paid  for  the  support  of  the  Missions  under  the  care  of 
the  committee  is  $3,036.55.  We  deeply  regret  that  owing  to  the  failure 
of  so  many  Synods  to  comply  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Council  to 
appropriate  the  one-fifth  of  their  Home  Missionary  contributions  to  the 
general  treasury,  the  amount  received  during  the  past  year  has  been  only 
$1,546.25,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  $1,492  30,  for  which  the  committee 
are  personally  responsible. 

We  now  pass  to  a  brief  review  of  the  Mission  work  in  the  different 
Synods  connected  with  the  General  Council  through  their  own  Synodical 
organizations. 

PENNSYLVANIA  SYNOD. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  this  Synod  have  had  charge  during  the 
past  year  of  fourteen  distinct  Missions.  Two  of  these  were  formed  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year,  viz.,  Shenandoah  City  and  the  general  Mission  within 
the  Filth  Conference.  One,  Cogan  Station,  was  brought  under  their  care 
by  the  reception  of  the  congregation;  and  one,  Germania,  in  Potter 
county,  was  renewed.  Provision  was  made  and  steps  taken  to  form  three 
additional  Missions,  but  a  laborer  for  only  one  of  these,  the  English  Mission 
at  Wilkesbarre  and  Scranton,  could  be  obtained.  The  number  of  stations  on 
these  Missions  where  divine  service  is  statedly  held  is  thirty-five ,  and  they 
are  supplied  as  follows:  Rev.  C.  Weber,  Jersey  Shore;  Rev.  J.  H.  Schmidt. 
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White  Haven 5  Rev.  G.  H.  Traberfc,  Ephrata;  Rev.  A.  H.  Bartholomew, 
Trenton.  N.  J. ;  Rev.  F.  K.  Huntzinger,  St.  Luke’s,  Reading;  Rev.  J.  H. 
Voss, Germania;  Rev.  John  Gruhler,  Shenandoah  City;  Rev.  J.  Leonberger, 
Millville  and  River  Side;  St.  Peter’s,  Scranton;  Rev.  J.  Hillpot,Cogan  Sta¬ 
tion  ;  and  Rev.  A.  R.  Horne,  General  Missionary  in  the  Fifth  Conference. 
Ihe  vacant  Missions  at  Doylestown  and  Norristown  have  been  supplied 
with  preaching  by  the  students  from  the  Seminary  under  the  direction  of 
the  First  Conference.  The  cost  of  this  portion  of  the  Mission  work  of 
the  Synod  has  been  $3,100.  But  by  this  small  outlay  many  important 
church  enterprises  which  would  have  inevitably  perished  have  been  en¬ 
abled  to  live,  and  some  of  them  during  the  past  year  to  take  deep  root 
and  become  vigorous  trees  of  the  Lord’s  planting.  In  order  to  meet  the 
distressing  want  of  laborers  at  this  time  of  need,  one  of  the  Conferences 
has  had  the  services  of  a  General  Missionary  under  its  own  direction  v 
exploring  the  field,  holding  services  in  destitute  places,  supplying  vacant 
congregations  avr  ’.mkening  an  interest  in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missions. 
It  is  said  that  this  h^s  proved  an  admirable  arrangement,  and  that  other 
Conferences  will  adopt  the  same  plan.  In  addition  to  this,  by  the  special 
provision  of  the  Synod,  the  Board  of  City  Missions  have  had  three  Eng¬ 
lish  and  four  German  Missions  under  their  care  iu  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia  during  the  past  year.  They  are  as  follows:  St.  Stephen’s,  West 
Philadelphia,  Rev.  B.  H.  Hunt,  Pastor;  Christ’s  Church,  Chestnut  Hill, 
Rev.  G.  W.  Frederick,  Pastor;  St.  Peter’s,  Christian  street  below  Elev¬ 
enth,  Rev.  G.  D.  Foust,  Pastor;  Immanuel  Church,  Frankford,  Rev.  C. 
J.  Goessling,  Pastor;  New  St.  Michael’s  Church,  Rev.  0.  Meerwein , 
Pastor;  St.  Thomas’,  Germantown,  and  Trinity,  Rising  Sun,  Rev.  A.  T- 
Geissenhainer,  Pastor;  and  the  newly  organized  St.  Peter's  Church, 
West  Philadelphia,  Rev.  0.  F.  Welden.  The  labors  of  these  brethren 
have  been  crowned  with  good  success  during  the  past  year,  and  these 
hopeful  young  congregations  are  steadily  increasing,  both  in  number  and 
efficiency.  Their  importance  cannot  be  overestimated,  and  the  only  re¬ 
gret  is,  that  instead  of  this  small  number  of  Missions  among  the  800,000 
population  of  the  consolidated  city — where  the  Lutheran  population  not 
yet  gathered  into  church  can  be  counted  by  tens  of  thousands — the 
church  has  not  at  least  a  score  of  additional  Missions  in  portions  of  the 
city  equally  destitute  and  white  for  the  harvest.  The  sum  of  $3,100 
was  spent  in  the  support  of  these  Missions,  making  the  total  outlay  for 
Missions  by  the  Synod  on  its  own  territory  the  gum  of  $8,200. 

THE  NEW  YORK  MINISTERIUM. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  Convention  of  this  body  not  yet  having  been 
printed,  and  the  proper  officers  of  the  Synod  having  failed  to  send  in 
any  report  of  the  Mission  work  for  the  past  year,  we  regret  ouir  inability 
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to  give  any  details  of  the  labors  of  the  Synod  in  this  very  important 
field.  But  we  are  happy  to  state,  from  personal  knowledge,  that  never 
before,  in  the  history  of  this  Synod,  was  the  spirit  of  Missions  more 
active  than  at  the  present  time.  Since  the  union  of  the  German  Synod 
of  New  York  with  the  Ministerium,  one  of  the  principal  hindrances  to  a 
zealous  prosecution  of  the  Mission  work  has  been  removed  out  of  the 
way.  The  cities  of  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Jersey  City,  and  the  many 
cities  and  towns  which  are  growing  up  near  the  great  metropolis,  are 
swarming  with  German  Lutherans,  while  the  whole  State  is  one  wide 
Mission  field  for  the  church  among  her  German  immigrant  children. 
Heretofore,  many  things  were  wanting  to  success  in  this  work,  and  even 
now  the  two  principal  ones  are  men  and  means,  but  with  the  divine 
blessing  on  the  committee  of  this  Synod,  with  the  Philadelphia  Seminary, 
we  confidently  look  for  an  annual  increase  of  laborers.  The  means  will 
assuredly  follow  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  word  in  these  congregations, 
and  one  destitute  field  after  another  will  be  sought  out  and  supplied.  The 
eyes  of  the  whole  church  are  directed  to  the  Missionary  movements  of 
this  Synod  among  the  vast  masses  of  the  neglected  population  in  this  ter¬ 
ritory,  and  their  united  prayers  will  go  up  to  heaven  for  their  success  in 
this  holy  work. 

THE  PITTSBURGH  SYNOD. 

This  Synod  continues,  as  heretofore,  to  be  a  Missionary  organization, 
having  from  the  first  been  identified  with  schemes  for  Missionary  labor  on 
its  own  territory  and  in  the  regions  beyond.  During  the  past  year  four¬ 
teen  Missions,  embracing  some  forty  congregations  and  stations,  have 
been  supplied  with  the  preaching  of  the  divine  word  and  the  holy  sacra¬ 
ment.  The  present  Missions  are  as  follows  :  Birmingham,  English ;  East 
Liberty,  Eaglish;  Monongahela,  German;  Franklin  and  Dempsytown, 
English;  West  Virginia,  German;  New  Lebanon,  English;  Liverpool 
and  Wellsville,  German ;  Butler,  English  ;  Ten  Mile,  English;  Tidioute, 
English  and  German;  Kittanning,  English;  Corry  and  Oil  Creek,  Ger¬ 
man;  Northeastern,  German  and  English;  Rochester  and  Beaver  Falls, 
English;  Allegheny  Valley,  English.  The  brethren  who  labored  on 
these  Missions  were  the  Revs.  J.  K.  Melhorn,  J.  Q.  Waters,  M. 
Schweigert,  J.  M.  Long,  G.  C.  Friedrich,  S.  H.  Swingle,  J.  Fritz,  L.  H„ 
Geschwind,  W.  0.  Wilson,  J.  A.  Kribbs,  Isaac  Brenneman,  and  Mr.  Pe¬ 
ters,  from  the  Philadelphia  Seminary,  during  the  summer  vacation.  Sev¬ 
eral  of  these  Missions  are  new  ones,  and  were  organized  only  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Synod,  but  they  promise  hopefully  for  the  future.  The 
past  year  has  been  even  more  abundant  than  the  last  in  the  ingathering 
of  new  members,  the  consolidation  of  the  congregations,  the  paying  off 
of  debts,  the  completion  of  new  churches,  and  the  development  of  the 
spiritual  life  of  the  membership.  But  the  demand  for  more  and  effective 
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laborers  from  the  numerous  towns  on  the  railroads,  which  are  everywhere 
being  constructed  through  the  territory  of  this  Synod,  is  so  great  and 
distressing,  and  the  lack  of  means  to  properly  sustain  them  among  a  poor 
and  scattered  membership  who  can  do  but  little  for  the  support  of  their 
pastors,  is  so  crippling  in  its  influence  on  these  operations  that  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  the  work  is  slow  and  full  of  difficulties.  A  debt  of  several 
thousand  dollars  from  former  years  increases  the  embarrassment  and  pre¬ 
vents  the  needful  enlargement  of  the  work.  Nevertheless,  upwards  of 
$3,000  were  spent  in  sustaining  these  Missions  during  the  past  year,  and 
$600  were  contributed  to  the  treasury  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee 
of  the  General  Council. 

THE  SWEDISH  AUGUSTANA  SYNOD. 

This  is  emphatically  the  missionary  Synod  of  the  General  Council, 
almost  the  entire  ministry  being  missionary  in  their  labors.  So  great  is 
the  destitution  among  the  Swedish  population  of  the  United  States,  tha^ 
even  those  who  are  pastors  of  large  and  important  charges  are  under  the 
necessity  of  spending  an  undue  proportion  of  their  time  and  strength  in 
preaching  tours  among  their  destitute  countrymen,  and  by  a  system  of 
regular  supplies  in  every  Conference,  holding  them  together  until  Pastors 
nan  be  obtained.  By  the  great  mercy  of  God,  the  ministry  of  the  Synod 
was  increased  by  an  addition  of  30,  principally  from  their  Seminary  in 
Paxton,  during  the  past  fifteen  months,  so  that  nearly  100  churches  and 
stations  have  thus  been  permanently  supplied  with  the  preaching  of  the 
word  during  this  time.  But  the  destitution,  owing  to  the  constant  immi¬ 
gration  from  Sweden,  and  the  fact  that  it  is  scattered  over  many  States 
and  Territories,  is  really  greater  than  ever,  and  the  thoughts  and  prayers 
and  best  efforts  of  the  Synod  are  directed  to  its  supply. 

During  the  past  year  three  ministers  were  occupied  ail  the  time  as 
travelling  Missionaries,  viz.,  Bev.  P.  A.  Cederstram,  Rev.  P.  A.  Lindahl 
and  Rev.  P.  Beckman.  Four  others  were  employed  part  of  the  year  in 
the  same  way,  viz.,  Rev.  J.  Magny,  Rev.  A.  Lindahl,  Rev.  A.  Hult  and 
Rev.  L.  A.  Hocanson.  A  great  number  of  new  and  older  settlements  of 
Swedes  were  thus  visited  and  supplied  with  the  preaching  of  the  word 
and  the  sacraments  of  Christ’s  house.  Many  new  congregations  were 
organized  and  admitted  to  the  Synod  ;  numerous  church  buildings  were 
commenced  or  completed ;  pastoral  charges  were  formed  and  supplied 
with  ministers,  and  a  preparatory  work  was  done  which  promises  most 
hopefully  for  the  future.  The  Mission  field  of  the  Synod  already  extends 
to  fourteen  States  and  Territories,  but,  in  the  language  of  President 
Swensson,  “The  work  ought  to  be  extended  to  many  more  States  where 
Swedes  are  scattered  or  are  living  in  smaller  settlements.  It  is  sad  to  look 


40 


Akron,  O.J 

over  this  wide  field  and  see  many  perish  for  want  of  spiritual  care  be¬ 
cause  there  are  none  to  break  to  them  the  bread  of  life.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  a  source  of  the  liveliest  gratitude  to  God  that  he  is  an¬ 
nually  sending  us  a  larger  number  of  faithful  pastors,  and  that  many  con¬ 
gregations  are  added  to  the  Synod  which  are  organized  on  the  living  word 
of  God.” 

For  the  support  of  these  seven  travelling  Missionaries,  and  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  catechists,  who  are  under  the  care  of  the  Synod,  in  the 
supply  of  vacancies  and  other  Missionary  work,  the  sum  of  $4,973  was 
expended  during  the  past  year ;  of  this  amount  $4,500  were  contributed 
by  the  churches  and  the  Missions.  The  remainder  rests  as  a  debt  on  the 
Synod.  It  will  thus  be  seen  why  this  Synod  is  unable  to  3end  anything 
to  the  treasury  of  the  Council  for  Home  Missions.  Would  that  it  were 
ia  the  power  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee  to  appropriate  at  least 
$1,000  to  this  Synod  for  the  establishment  of  Missions  in  Colorado, 
Utah  and  the  Pacific  States. 

THE  ENGLISH  DISTRICT  SYNOD  O F  OHIO. 

The  efficiency  of  this  body  during  the  past  year  is  especially  gratify¬ 
ing.  Two  of  the  Missions  under  its  care,  viz.,  Lima  and  Legonier,  were 
transferred  to  the  list  of  pastorates  as  no  longer  needing  support.  The 
English  Mission  at  Zanesville  now  contains  upwards  of  50  members,  and 
is  in  a  hopeful  condition.  A  new  Mission,  consisting  of  Coshocton  and 
several  places  in  the  vicinity,  has  been  formed  and  Rev.  J.  Weber  ap¬ 
pointed  to  it.  The  Mission  at  Alliance,  O.,  has  been  transferred  from  the 
General  Council  to  this  Synod,  and  its  support  assumed.  Conditional  aid 
was  also  promised  to  the  English  Lutheran  St.  John’s  Church,  Dayton, 
O.  The  indications  are  that  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  necessary  for  this 
Synod  to  enter  upon  the  Missionary  work  in  some  of  the  important  cities 
of  Ohio  with  a  zeal  and  energy  corresponding  to  the  great  work  which 
God  has  given  it  to  do.  May  the  Lord  give  the  dear  brethren  of  this 
Synod  the  faith  and  courage  needful  for  their  duty!  The  whole  State  of 
Ohio  is  before  them,  and  from  every  side  calls  are  coming  to  “  go  up  and 
possess  the  land.”  During  the  past  Synodical  year  the  sum  of  $817  was 
expended  for  Missionary  labor.  The  appropriations  for  the  coming  year 
are  given  as  $2,308. 

THE  MICHIGAN  SYNOD. 

The  minutes  of  thi9  Synod  not  yet  being  printed  our  details  are  im¬ 
perfect.  From  President  Klingman  we  learn  that  during  the  past  year 
he  and  several  others  spent  considerable  time  on  extended  Missionary 
tours,  and  as  a  result  several  new  Missions  have  been  formed.  One  of 
these  is  in  and  around  Ried  City,  for  which  important  place  a  Missionary 
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has  just  been  secured.  Another  is  Flint  and  vicinity,  for  which  place  a 
laborer  is  being  sought.  The  Rev.  J.  L.  Raw,  of  St.  Clair  county,  has 
continued  to  missionate  at  various  destitute  places,  in  addition  to  his 
more  immediate  charge.  In  addition  to  these,  various  small  appropria¬ 
tions  have  been  made  to  a  number  of  pastors  laboring  in  new  settlements 
and  weak  charges. 

THE  CANADA  SYNOD. 

Neither  the  printed  minutes  nor  any  report  of  the  Missionary  opera¬ 
tions  of  this  Synod  have  been  placed  in  our  hands.  We  are  therefore 
unable  to  give  any  reliable  information  in  regard  to  the  Missions  of  this 
body  for  the  past  year,  which  we  sincerely  regret.  We  respectfully  ask 
the  Synod  to  see  that  in  future  this  neglect  may  not  again  occur,  as  it  has 
done  several  times  before. 

THE  INDIANA  SYNOD. 

This  young  Synod,  at  its  recent  Convention,  in  September,  wisely  made* 
provision  for  the  peculiar  condition  of  things  in  its  territory,  by  the 
election  of  Rev.  Miles  J.  Stirewalt  as  Superintendent  of  Missions,  whose 
duty,  for  the  present,  is  to  supply  vacant  congregations,  and  to  look  after 
the  Missionary  interests  of  the  Synod.  Broiher  Stirewalt  has  entered 
upon  his  labors  with  much  zeal,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Synod,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Missionary  system  recommended  by  the  General  Council, 
will,  in  a  few  years,  not  only  supply  its  many  vacancies,  but  also  build 
up  a  plan  of  Missionary  operations  which  will  be  felt  in  every  part  of 
their  widely  extended  field.  The  State  of  Indiana  contains  tens  of 
thousands  of  our  scattered  people,  who  are  not  yet  gathered  into  churches, 
while  nearly  one-half  of  the  congregations  in  connection  with  the  Synod 
are  destitute  of  a  stated  ministry.  We  fully  endorse  the  remarks  of 
Pres.  Wesner  in  his  report:  “  The  only  hope  of  our  church  in  this  State 
for  a  glorious  future,  is  in  a  faithful  and  zealous  prosecution  of  her  Mis¬ 
sionary  work.  Let  us,  also,  give  due  attention  to  the  educational  cause ; 
for  we  can  no  more  sustain  Missions  without  men,  than  we  can  without 
money.  ' 

CONCLUSION. 

From  the  above  review  it  will  be  seen,  that  nearly  $20,000  have  been 
expended  during  the  past  year  for  the  supply  of  vacant  congregations  and 
Missions,  by  the  Synods  in  connection  with  the  General  Council.  This  is  a 
very  small  sum,  compared  with  the  vast  work  to  be  done.  With  greater 
system  and  the  development  of  the  grace  of  charity  in  our  churches,  this 
amount  might  just  as  easily,  nay,  even  more  so,  be  at  once  increased  to 
$40,000.  Such  an  outlay,  judiciously  made,  would  under  God,  cause 
“the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  to  rejoice,  and  blossom  as  the 
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rose.”  If  the  fact  is  only  considered,  that  vast  numbers  of  our  people, 
both  foreign  and  native,  come  for  work  to  the  cities  and  large  towns, 
where  the  cost  of  rent  and  living  is  high,  it  will  be  seen  why  such  a 
sum  even  would  be  wholly  inadequate  for  the  church’s  work  among  her 
most  needy  population.  Let  us,  however,  forthwith  aim  at  doubling  our 
present  contributions,  and  perseveringly  carry  forward  the  work  so  hope¬ 
fully  commenced.  The  small  sum  of  fifty  cents ,  contributed  annually  for 
Missions ,  by  each  communicant ,  in  the  churches  connected  with  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council ,  would  give  $50,000  to  the  Synods  and  $25,000  to  the  Mis¬ 
sion  Committee  of  the  Council  for  the  work  in  the  new  States  and  Terri¬ 
tories.  In  view  of  the  vast  interests  at  stake,  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
welfare  of  those  for  whom  Christ  died,  we  imploringly  ask  each  one  to 
do  his  utmost  to  realize  this  enlarged  efficiency.  Let  our  pastors,  espe¬ 
cially,  carry  out  this  plan  of  systematic  benevolence  in  every  church, 
♦however  small.  There  is  not  a  communicant  among  us  who  cannot  give 
one  cent  a  week  or  fifty  cents  a  year.  Most  persons  can  easily  and  at 
once  give  a  dollar.  Many  can  give  much  more.  Let  then  the  united 
effort  be  made,  and  God  shall  have  all  the  praise. 

The  report  was  adopted. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT  SYNODS. 

Resolved ,  That  the  District  Synods  be  urged  to  pay  in  promptly 
to  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions,  the  one-fifth  of 
their  contributions  to  the  Home  Mission  cause. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  Committee 
on  Home  Missions. 

Rev.  S.  Wagenhals,  G.  G.  Reck,  M.  D.,  and  Peter  P.  Keller 
were  appointed  tellers,  who  reported  the  following  persons  elected. 


Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions. 


Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D., 
“  Samuel  Laird, 

“  G.  A.  Wenzel, 
u  Enoch  Smith, 

“  J.  K.  Melhorn, 


Thomas  H.  Lane, 
Lewis  Kim, 

A.  Lange,  M.  D., 
Col.  D.  M.  Armor, 
J.  A.  Doyle. 


Executive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania 
was  re-appointed  the  General  Council’s  Committee  on  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions. 
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German  Church  Book. 

Report  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  the  German  Chureh  Book  respectfully  report,  that 
they  distributed  during  the  year  the  greater  number  of  the  hymns  among 
the  different  members  of  the  committee  for  revision,  and  that  the  work 
has  made  fair  progress.  They  have  once  more  reviewed  the  entire  book 
and  stricken  out  such  hymns  as  seemed  to  them  objeotionable.  The 
work  still  remaining  to  be  done,  is  the  revision  of  about  one-third  of  the 
hymns  and  the  selection  and  revision  of  such  additional  numbers  as  are 
to  be  substituted  for  those  stricken  out. 

* 

In  consideration  of  this  fact,  and  also  because  one  of  the  members  of 
the  committee  appointed  last  year  has  declined  to  co-operate  in  this  work, 
and  another  has  been  exclusively  occupied  with  the  preparation  of  the 
liturgical  part  of  the  book,  your  committee  would  respectfully  ask  for  an 
increase  of  their  number. 

The  Order  for  the  Morning  and  Evening  Service  has  been  revised,  and, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Committee,  published  by  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst, 
of  Allentown,  and  distributed  for  examination. 

G.  A.  Wenzel, 

S.  Fritschfl, 

A.  Spaeth, 

G.  Vorberg. 

Received  and  adopted. 

Resolved ,  That  the  German  Church  Book  Committee  be  in¬ 
structed  to  submit  a  complete  copy  of  their  work  to  the  next  Con¬ 
vention,  and  meanwhile  give  all  possible  publicity  to  the  changes 
made  by  them  in  the  proof  copy  already  published,  and  endeavor 
to  secure  the  examination  of  the  Book  by  the  District  Synods  as 
far  as  possible,  before  the  next  Convention. 

Rev.  C  F.  Ilausman,  of  Brooklyn  and  Mr.  John  Endlich,  of 
Reading,  were  added  to  the  committee. 

Committee  on  German  Church  Book. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  Rev.  G.  Grossman,  Rev.  B.M.Schmucker,D.D, 

“  A.  Spaeth,  “  A.T.Geissenhainer,  “  E.  Heydler, 

“  S.  Fritschel,  “  G.  Vorberg,  “  C.  F.  Hausman. 

Mr.  John  Endlich. 
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Emigrants’  House. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  committee  to 
which  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Emigrants’  House  Associa¬ 
tion  of  New  York  was  resumed.  They  were  amended  and  adopted 
as  follows  : 

Resolved ,  1,  That  the  General  Council  has  heard  with  satisfac¬ 
tion  that  in  accordance  with  its  resolutions  at  Lancaster,  in  1870, 
the  undertaking  with  the  moneys  and  assets  of  the  proposed 
Rmigrantenhaus  in  New  York  has  been  secured  to  the  Evangel¬ 
ical  Lutheran  Church,  by  the  incorporation  of  the  Board  of  Trus¬ 
tees,  to  whom  they  were  transferred. 

2.  That  the  General  Council  adheres  strictly  to  the  expression 
given  at  the  session  in  Lancaster,  in  1870,  to  wit,  that  in  its  capa¬ 
city  as  the  General  Council  it  cannot  engage  in  the  establishment 
or  administration  of  the  proposed  Rmigrantenhaus ,  and  does  not 
accept  any  responsibility  as  regards  the  finances,  economy,  or 
management  of  the  said  institution,  but  recommends  the  object 
which  it  contemplates  to  the  sympathy  and  support  of  our  people. 

8.  That  the  General  Council  requests  the  board  of  managers  of 
“  The  Lutheran  Emigrants’  House  Association  of  New  York  ”  so 
to  alter  Art.  12  of  its  Constitution,  that  in  case  the  institution 
should  at  any  time  cease  to  fulfil  its  object,  as  set  forth  in  its 
charter  and  constitution,  or  for  any  cause  cease  to  exist,  all  the 
property  and  possessions  of  the  institution  be  made  to  revert  di¬ 
rectly  to  “  The  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America,”  to  be  used  at  its  discretion  for  aiding  Luther¬ 
an  emigrants,  and  that  this  provision  be  made  unalterable. 

4.  That  the  General  Council  also  requests  of  the  said  associa¬ 
tion  to  alter  its  fourth  by-law  so  as  to  give  the  required  confirm¬ 
ation  to  the  appointment  of  the  missionary  or  missionaries  in  said 
institution  to  the  General  Council’s  Committee  of  Home  Missions, 
and  that  they  also  make  this  by-law  unalterable. 

Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Dial.  Synods. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  given  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  the  various 
Synods  in  connection  with  the  General  Council,  report  the  following 
items  affecting  their  relations  with  this  body. 
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1.  The  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  received  reports  from  most 
of  its  Conferences  that  they  had  discussed  and  favorably  acted  upon  the 
declaration  of  the  General  Council  upon  the  tC  four  points.” 

The  Executive  Committee  of  this  Synod  was  instructed  to  pay  one- 
fifth  of  the  funds  contributed  for  Home  Missions  to  the  treasury  of  the 
General  Council. 

2.  The  Ministerium  of  New  York  has  adopted  the  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  the  General  Council  to  transmit  at  least  one-fifth  of  the  money 
contributed  for  Home  Missions  to  the  treasury  of  the  General 
Council.  It  has  aEo  considered  the  declaration  of  the  Council 
made  ,  at  Pittsburgh,  on  two  of  the  points,  viz.,  Secret  Societies  and 
Chiliasm,  and  the  declaration  on  these  points  was  approved.  It  also 
determined  to  submit  to  this  body  a  Constitution  for  Congregations,  drawn 
up  by  the  Ministerium  at  the  advice  of  the  Council,  as  a  contribution  to 
the  constitution  to  be  issued  by  the  Council. 

3.  The  Synod  of  Michigan  expresses  its  heartfelt  gratitude  for  the 
moral  and  material  aid  rendered  by  the  General  Council  to  its  congrega¬ 
tions  which  suffered  by  the  great  conflagration  of  last  fall.  It  also  con¬ 
sidered  the  Constitution  for  Congregations  submitted  by  the  General 
Council,  and  has  sent  to  this  body  certain  propositions  concerning  said 
constitution. 

This  Synod  does  not  feel  enabled  at  present  to  carry  out  the  recommen¬ 
dations  of  the  Council  concerning  Systematic  Benevolence  and  the  Home 
Missionary  Fund,  the  ways  and  means  of  so  doing  not  being  clear  to  the 
brethren  of  that  body. 

This  Synod  likewise  declared  at  its  recent  meeting  its  full  satisfaction 
with  the  declarations  of  the  Council  made  at  the  last  Convention,  whereby 
it  is  enabled  to  remain  in  fraternal  union  with  this  body. 

4.  The  Pittsburgh  Synod  affirmed  the  action  of  the  Council  con¬ 
cerning  Secret  Societies  as  its  position,  and  instructed  its  pastors  to  bring 
this  subject  before  their  congregations.  It  also  instructed  its  delegates 
to  urge  the  Council  to  a  speedy  completion  of  the  Sunday  School  Hymn 
Book. 

5.  The  English  District  Synod  of  Ohio  appointed  Prof.  D, 
Worley  its  Historian,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
Council.  It  examined  the  proposed  Constitution  for  Congregations  and 
declared  the  same  needed  re-writing  and  condensing,  and  also  declared 
itself  “  unable  to  understand  why  the  General  Council's  Home  Mission 
Committee  should  be  confined  to  one  Synod,  when  other  Synods  are  zeal¬ 
ously  engaged  in  the  work  of  Home  Missons,  some  of  whose  members 
are  conveniently  situated  to  meet  with  said  committee.” 

6.  The  Augustana  Synod  has  devoted  much  attention  and  labor  to 
missionary  and  educational  work,  and  also  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
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pare  theses  on  the  questions  of  exchange  of  pulpits  and  communion  with 
those  not  belonging  to  our  church,  to  be  discussed  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Synod. 

7.  The  Canada  Synod.  Nothing  affecting  the  relations  of  this  Sy¬ 
nod  to  the  Council  was  transacted  at  the  Convention  of  this  body. 

8.  The  Synod  of  Indiana  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the  General 
Council  by  a  unanimous  vote,  and  appointed  delegates  to  attend  our  pres¬ 
ent  Convention. 

9-  The  Norwegian-Danish  Augustana  Synod  reports,  through 
a  letter  from  Prof.  0.  J.  Hatlestad,  its  continued  activity  and  success  in 
its  missionary  and1  educational  work,  and  expresses  deep  regret  that  it* 
delegates  are  unable  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Council. 

10.  Ts&Synod  of  Texas  reports  in  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the 
General  Council,  that  it  has  undertaken  the  establishment  of  a  German- 
Engftsh  College  at  Rutersville,  Fayette  county,  Texas,  and  that  suitable 
grounds  containing  six  acres,  with  buildings  on  them,  have  been  secured 
at  a  Very  low  price. 

11.  The  Iowa  Synod  at  its  recent  meeting  adopted  the  following 
concerning  its  relations  to  the  Council,  which  its  delegate  was  instructed 
to  lay  before  us  : 

“We  cannot  as  yet  rest  satisfied  with  the  declaration  of  the  General 
Council  given  at  the  Convention  held  at  Lancaster,  0.,  concerning  the 
questions  of  communion  and  pulpit  fellowship  from  the  fact  that  the  thing 
desired  is  not  the  mere  pastoral  advice  how  to  act  in  certain  difficult  cases, 
but  the  establishmemt  of  the  confessional  principle.  We  have  indeed  per¬ 
ceived  with  pleasure  that  in  the  verbal  declarations  of  the  Rev.  Pnsiient 
of  the  General  Council,  this  confessional  principle  was  clearly  and  une¬ 
quivocally  expressed.  But  as  this  declaration  was  only  given  verbally, 
and  not  incorporated  in  the  official  declaration  of  the  General  Council, 
there  is  still  lacking  for  us  the  sure  guarantee  that  this  declaration  can 
really  be  considered  as  that  of  the  General  Council.  We  therefore  in¬ 
struct  our  delegate  to  the  General  Council  to  urge  that  this  confessional 
principle,  hitherto  only  expressed  verbally,  be  also  made  an  official  expres¬ 
sion  of  the  General  Council.” 

Your  Committee  finds  no  other  action  upon  the  part  of  the  Synods 
claiming  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

Respectfully  submitted,  J.  Fry, 

F.  yon  Rosenberg, 

'  E.  Carlsson, 

J.  K.  Pliit, 

G.  G.  Beck, 

N.  CoftRAD. 


Received  and  adopted. 
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Iowa  Synod  Question. 

Under  the  eleventh  item  of  the  above  report  the  delegate  from 
the  Iowa  Synod  was  requested  to  present  the  views  of  that  Synod 
on  this  matter,  which  being  done,  the  President  was  requested  to 
reduce  to  writing  the  statements  made  by  him  as  the  sense  of  the 
declarations  delivered  at  Lancaster,  Ohio,  (see  Minutes  of  1870, 
p.  34,)  and  present  the  paper  to  this  Convention.  The  President 
accordingly  submitted  the  following  : 

I.  The  Rule  is  :  Lutheran  pulpits  are„for  Lutheran  minis¬ 
ters  only.  Lutheran  altars  are  for  Lutheran  communicants  only. 

II.  The  Exceptions  to  the  rule  belong  to  the  sphere  of  privi¬ 
lege ,  not  of  right . 

III.  The  Determination  of  the  exceptions  is  to  be  made  in  con¬ 
sonance  with  these  principles,  by  the  conscientious  judgment  of 
pastors,  as  the  cases  arise. 

Whereupon  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  statements  made  by  the  President  as  the 
sense  of  the  declarations  of  the  Council  delivered  at  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  and  now  presented  by  him  in  writing  to  this  Convention,  be 
transmitted  to  the  Iowa  Synod  as  the  answer  returned  to  the  ques¬ 
tion  asked  by  them  through  their  delegate. 

Thanks. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  returned  the 
congregation  of  Holy  Trinity  and  the  citizens  of  Akron,  for  the 
generous  hospitality  with  which  they  have  entertained  the  dele¬ 
gates  and  visitors  at  this  Convention,  and  that  the  President  ten¬ 
der  the  same  at  the  service  to  be  held  this  evening. 

Time  and  Place  of  Next  Convention. 

An  invitation  having  been  received  to  hold  the  next  Convention 
of  the  General  Council  in  the  English  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  on  motion,  it  was  accepted. 

The  third  Thursday  in  October,  1873,  was  fixed  as  the  time  of 
meeting. 

Adjourned  to  meet  after  service  this  evening.  Prayer  by  Rev. 
Rev.  J.  K.  Plitt. 
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Wednesday,  Nov.  13,  9  P.  M. 

ilfter  divine  service  held  this  evening,  the  Council  assembled. 
The  roll  was  called  and  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  following 

•  / 

Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Council 

Was  received  and  adopted. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  General 
Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  North  America, 
was  held  at  Akron,  Nov.  9th,  1872.  The  following  members  pres¬ 
ent  :  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D,  D.,  Rev.  Wm.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D., 
Rev.  E.  Carlsson,  S.  Gross  Fry  and  Peter  P.  Keller. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth, JD.  D.,  President  in  Chair.  The  minutes  of 
the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved.  At  the  suggestion  of 
the  chairman,  the  charter  of  incorporation  was  read.  The  Treas¬ 
urer  stated  tha,t  owing  to  the  difference  between  the  title  of  the 
Council  and  its  corporate  name  he  had  not  prepared  the  seal,  as 
ordered  at  last  meeting.  On  motion,  the  Treasurer  was  authorized 
to  procure  the  proper  legislation  to  change  the  title  of  the  corpora¬ 
tion,  from  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
of  North  America,  to  that  of  the  “  General  Council  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America.” 

Committee  on  By-laws  reported  that  owing  to  unadvoidable  cir¬ 
cumstances,  they  were  not  able  to  present  any  report  at  this  meet- 
ing. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year : 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  President ;  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant, 
J).  D.,  Vice  President;  S.  Gross  Fry,  Treasurer;  and  Peter  P. 
Keller,  Secretary. 

Peter  P.  Keller,  Secretary . 

On  motion,  the 

Theses  on  Justification 

not  already  discussed  were  commended  to  the  attention  of  the  next 
Convention  of  General  Council. 
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Lutheran  Mission  and  Church  Extension  Society. 

A  statement  of  the  formation  and  objects  of  this  society  having 
been  made,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  organization  of  “  The  Lutheran  Mission  and 
Church  Extension  Society ”  be  approved,  and  that  it  be  commend¬ 
ed  to  the  sympathy  and  cordial  support  of  the  church. 

ITS  OBJECTS. 

This  society  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  new  enter¬ 
prises  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  by  purchasing  or  taking 
charge  of  property  where  no  organizations  exist,  and  by  strength¬ 
ening  and  aiding  wherever  necessity  may  present  itself.  Any  one 
can  become  a  member  by  the  payment  of  ten  dollars  annually. 
Bequests  and  donations  for  the  building  up  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
will  be  received  and  faithfully  appropriated  to  the  objects  for 
which  they  are  given.  It  is  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania. 

The  following  are 

ITS  OFFICERS. 

President,  S.  Gross  Fry  ;  Secretary,  W.  W.  Kurtz  ;  Treasurer, 
Peter  A.  Keller,  Union  Nat.  Bank,  3d  and  Arch  sts.,  Philadelphia. 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary. 

Dr.  Passavant  was  appointed  to  notify  the  Directors  of  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Theological  Seminary  of  their •  election,  and  to  call  them 
together  at  their  first  meeting. 

The  English  Corresponding  Secretary  was  instructed  to  inform 
Rev.  Prof.  II.  E.  Jacobs  of  his  eleotion  as  English  Professor  in 
the  Seminary. 

Thanhs, 

Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Convention  be  returned  to  the 
reporter  of  the  Akron  Daily  Beacon  for  the  accurate  reports  of  the 
proceedings  made,  and  to  the  Congregation  of  Holy  Trinity 
Church  for  supplying  the  delegates  with  papers. 
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Minutes. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  have  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  copies  of  the  Minutes  printed  in  German  and  English,  and 
that  the  delegates  of  the  Swedish  Augustana  Synod  be  requested 
to  have  abstracts  of  the  Minutes  translated  and  published  in  the 
Swedish  papers. 

The  minutes  of  this  session  were  then  read  and  approved. 

Closing  Exercises. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 

The  closing  exercises  were  led  by  the  President,  in  which  the 
Litany  and  Lord’s  Prayer  were  used,  and  the  1st,  2d  and  4th  stan¬ 
zas  of  the  274th  hymn  were  sung. 

Samuel  Laird, 
English  Recording  Secretary , 

of  the  Greneral  Council  of  the  Ev.  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 
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Religions  Services 


Were  held  in  different  churches  during  the  Convention  as  follows  : 

Holy  Trinity  Church. 

Thursday  morning,  Nov.  7.  Opening  Service,  with  the  Holy 
Communion— Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D. 

Thursday  evening — Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel. 

Friday  evening— Rev.  J.  Fry. 

Lord’s  Day  morning — Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  B. 

At  this  service  Rev.  J.  F.  Fahs  was  installed  Pastor  of  Holy 
Trinity  Church. 

Lord’s  Day  afternoon— Rev.  S.  Fritschel. 

“  “  evening— Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  D.  D. 

Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  13 — Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D,  D. 

English  Reformed  Church. 

Lord’s  Day  morning— -Rev.  J.  K.  Plitt. 

“  u  evening—  “  J.  H.  Hunton. 

Congregational  Church. 

Lord’s  Day  morning- — Rev.  C.  P.  Ilrauth,  D.  D. 
u  “  evening—  “  S.  Wagenhals. 

'  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Lord’s  Day  morning — -Rev.  W.  A.  Passavanfc,  D.  D. 
a  u  evening —  u  D.  M.  Kemerer. 

German  Reformed  Church. 

Lord’s  Day  morning — Rev.  H.  Grahn. 

Lutheran  Church ,  Nevada ,  0 . 

Lord’s  Day  morning — Rev.  J.  Fry. 

Lutheran  Church ,  Bucyrus ,  (9. 

Lord’s  Day  evening — Rev.  J.  Fry. 

Lutheran  Church ,  Columbus ,  0 . 

Lord's  Day- — Rev.  H.  W.  Roth. 

Lutheran  Church ,  Canton ,  0 „ 

Lord’s  Day — Rev.  J.  L,  Smith. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

CONSTITUTION 

O  F 

Me  Meofogieaf  Seminary  of  ifie  doangeficaf  fuifieran  dfiua& 

AT  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS. 

Article  I. 

Section  1.  Tho  title  of  this  Institution  shall  be  “The  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Chicago, 
Illinois.” 

Sec.  2.  The  object  of  this  Seminary  shall  be  to  train  men  of  a 
pure  faith,  of  a  holy  life,  and  of  the  requisite  natural  gifts  and  pre¬ 
liminary  education,  so  that  by  all  necessary  learning  and  practical 
skill,  they  may  be  fitted  for  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Sec.  3.  For  this  purpose  the  instruction  given  shall  be  com¬ 
municated  in  the  languages  necessary  for  the  services  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  in  this  country,  especially  the  English,  the  German  and 
the  Scandinavian  languages,  and  as  far  as  possible,  completely  in  all. 

Sec.  4.  This  Seminary  shall  rest  upon  the  Word  of  God  as  the 
absolute  rule  of  faith,  and  on  the  Confessions  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  accordance  with  the  doctrinal  basis  of  the 
General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America, 
as  set  forth  in  the  fundamental  principles  of  Faith  and  Polity  em¬ 
braced  in  its  Constitution. 


Article  II. 

Sec.  1.  The  body  or  bodies  represented  in  its  government  shall 
be  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  and  such  other  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synods  as  shall, 
on  the  invitation  or  with  the  concurrence  of  said  General  Council, 
unite  in  the  support  or  endowment  of  this  Seminary. 
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Article  III. 

Sec.  1.  The  direct  government  of  this  Seminary  shall  he  in  the 
hands  of  a  Board  of  Directors  elected  by  ballot  by  the  General 
Council  at  its  regular  Conventions. 

Sec.  2.  This  Board  shall  consist  of  ordained  clergymen  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  of  laymen,  regular  communicants 
in  the  same,  an  equal  number  of  each,  who,  after  the  first  election, 
shall  consist  of  such  persons  as  may  be  nominated  by  the  District 
Synods  uniting  in  sustaining  the  Seminary,  in  such  ratio  as  the 
General  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine,  until  the  num¬ 
ber  thus  provided  for  shall  reach  twenty-four.  In  any  event,  the 
members  elected  shall  remain  in  office  until  their  successors  are 
duly  elected. 

Sec.  3.  The  officers  of  the  Board  shall  be  elected  annually  by 
the  Board,  by  ballot,  and  shall  consist  of  a  President,  a  Vice  Pre¬ 
sident,  a  Secretary  and  a  Treasurer. 

Sec.  4.  The  President  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  duties  of 
Chairman,  shall,  at  the  direction  of  the  Board,  sign  official  docu¬ 
ments,  and  shall  have  the  casting  vote. 

Sec.  5.  The  Vice  President  shall  take  his  place  as  Chairman* 
in  the  absence  of  the  President,  and  in  case  of  the  permanent  dis¬ 
ability  of  the  latter  to  act,  shall  attend  to  all  his  duties,  until  a 
new  election  shall  take  place. 

Sec.  6.  The  Secretary  shall  faithfully  keep  the  minutes  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  shall  preserve  and  ar¬ 
range  all  official  documents  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of 

o 

the  Board. 

Sec.  7.  The  Treasurer  shall  take  charge  of  all  funds  belonging 
to  the  Seminary,  and  shall  hold  them  in  trust  for  the  same  in  the 
name  of  “The  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  in  America;”  he  shall  judiciously  invest  its  funds  as  the 
Board  may  direct,  and  give  due  security  ;  he  shall  pay  all  bills, 
salaries  and  other  claims,  at  the  order  of  the  President,  or  under 
instruction  of  the  Board  ;  and  shall  make  an  annual  financial  Re¬ 
port  to  the  Board. 

Sec.  8.  There  shall  be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  at  the  close  of  the  Seminary  year,  at  which  time  the  offi¬ 
cers  shall  be  elected. 
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Sec.  9.  A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  may  he 
called  at  any  time  by  the  officers  of  the  Board,  or  by  the  President 
at  the  request  of  five  members  of  the  Board. 

Sec.  10.  Every  Director,  when  first  acting  after  his  election, 
and  when  re-elected  after  an  interval,  shall  sign  the  Constitution, 
and,  before  doing  so,  shall  make  this  affirmation  : 

“  I  heartily  approve  of  the  design  of  the  Theological  Seminary 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  at  Chicago,  I  confess  a& 
my  own  its  fundamental  principles,  as  defined  in  Article  I,  and  I 
pledge  myself  to  the  support  of  them  ;  and  I  will  faithfully  per¬ 
form,  in  accordance  with  them,  every  duty  enjoined  upon  me  in 
its  Constitution.” 

Sec.  11.  The  duties  of  the  Board  are  principally  these  :  To 
wratch  carefully  over  all  the  interests  of  the  Theological  Seminary; 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  its  Constitution  ;  to  appoint  the 
time,  place  and  manner  of  the  public  examination  of  the  students, 
and  of  public  exercises  connected  with  the  graduating  classes,  or 
other  classes  ;  to  receive  and  act  upon  the  Reports  of  the  Profes¬ 
sors  ;  to  decide  in  all  the  cases  of  those  who  shall  be  admitted  to 
graduation  ;  to  issu6  certificates  of  graduation  ;  to  report  annually 
to  the  General  Council,  in  regard  to  all  matters  intrusted  to  their 
care,  as  also  in  general,  in  regard  to  everything  bearing  upon  the 
welfare  of  the  Seminary;  and  to  make  the  necessary  regulations 
under  this  Constitution  for  the  efficient  working  of  the  Institution. 

Article  IV. 

Sec.  1.  The  Professors  of  this  Seminary,  who  together  shall 
constitute  the  Faculty  of  the  same,  shall  be  chosen  from  the  or¬ 
dained  ministers  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  mu3t  have 
an  established  character  for  purity  of  faith,  holiness  of  life,  learn¬ 
ing,  and  ability  to  teach,  and  must  have  had  experience  in  the 
pastoral  office. 

Sec.  2.  The  right  to  nominate  the  first  incumbent  of  a  Profes¬ 
sorship  shall  belong  to  the  individual,  the  congregation,  or  the 
Synod  endowing  it.  Synods  endowing  a  Professorship  have  the 
perpetual  right  to  nominate  the  incumbent.  But  the  election  of 
the  Professors  shall  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Council 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America. 
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Sec,  3,  Every  Professor,  before  entering  on  the  performance 
of  the  duties'  of  his  office,  shall  make  the  following  affirmation  : 

“  I  believe  that  the  Canonical  Books  of  the  Old  and  New  Tes¬ 
taments  are  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  are  the  perfect  and 
only  Rule  of  Faith  ;  and  I  believe  that  the  three  General  Creeds, 
the  Apostles’,  the  Nicene,  and  the  Athanasiah,  exhibit  the  faith 
of  the  Church  universal,  in  accordance  with  this  Rule, 

u  I  believe  that  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession  is,  in  all 
its  parts,  in  harmony  with  the  Rule  of  Faith,  and  is  a  correct  ex¬ 
hibition  of  doctrine ;  and  I  believe  that  the  Apology,  the  two  Cat¬ 
echisms  of  Luther,  the  Smalcald  Articles,  and  the  Formula  of 
Concord,  are  a  faithful  development  and  defence  of  the  doctrines 
of  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  Augsburg  Confession. 

u  I  solemnly  promise  before  Almighty  God  that  all  my  teachings 
shall  be  in  conformity  with  His  Word,  and  with  the  aforemention¬ 
ed  Confessions.” 

Sec.  4.  Any  Professor  who  shall  undergo  any  change  of  his 
views  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  or  the  letter  of  this  Affirmation, 
shall  at  once  make  known  that  change  to  the  Faculty,  who  shall 
report  the  same  to  the  Board. 

Sec,  5.  The  Officers  of  the  Faculty  shall  be  a  Chairman,  who 
shall  be  a  Professor  Ordinary,  a  Recording  Secretary,  and  a  Li¬ 
brarian,  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually,  by  the  Faculty, 
out  of  their  own  number,  to  perform  such  duties  as  the  Faculty 
may  enjoin. 

Sec.  6.  The  Faculty  shall  provide  for  the  safe-keeping  and  ar¬ 
rangement  of  testimonials  of  the  character  of  students,  and  of  all 
other  documents  belonging  to  them  that  may  be  deemed  worthy  of 
preservation. 

Sec.  7.  The  Professors  shall  arrange  the  classes  and  the  de¬ 
partments  of  study,  as  nearly  as  may  be  practicable,  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  a  theological  course  of  three  years,  and  shall  teach  in 
English,  German  and  the  Scandinavian  languages,  the  chief  con¬ 
stituent  parts  of  Exegetical,  Systematic,  Historical  and  Practical 
1  Theology. 

Sec.  8.  They  shall  prepare,  and  faithfully  see  to  the  execution 
of  good  regulations  regarding  the  personal  and  devotional  habits 
of  the  students,  and  the  successful  prosecution  of  their  studies. 

Sec.  9.  They  shall  be  empowered  to  make  and  enforce  such 
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rules,  regulations  or  by-laws  in  regard  to  the  Seminary  edifice, 
library,  cabinet  organ,  and  other  property  of  tho  Seminary,  as  may 
be  deemed  expedient  and  necessary  in  fulfilling  any  trust  com¬ 
mitted  to  them  by  the  Board:  Provided ,  that  such  rules,  regula¬ 
tions  or  by-laws  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
this  Constitution. 

Sec.  IQ.  They  shall  render  an  Annual  Report  to  the  Board  in 
such  form  as  they  may  determine  among  themselves,  in  regard  to 
their  several  Departments  and  the  general  operations  and  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Seminary,  and  shall  have  the  right  to  embrace  in  the 
Report  any  suggestions  which  they  may  desire  to  make. 

Sec.  11.  The  Faculty,  in  connection  with  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  shall  have  power  to  suspend,  or  to  expel  any 
Student  from  connection  with  this  Seminary,  whenever  there  may 
appear  to  them  just  cause  for  so  doing. 

Sec.  12.  A  Professor  may  be  impeached,  and  if  the  impeach¬ 
ment  be  sustained,  shall  be  censured,  suspended  or  removed  from 
office,  as  the  case  may  demand,  on  clear  proof  of  unsoundness  in 
the  faith,  intellectual  incompetence,  immoral  or  highly  injudicious 
conduct,  or  persistent  neglect  of  duty,  or  on  manifest  evidence 
that,  for  any  reason,  his  connection  with  the  Seminary  is,  and 
must  continue  to  be,  injurious  to  it. 

Sec.  13.  The  process  of  impeachment  shall  be  as  follows  : 

When  definite  charges  shall  be  advanced  by  any  respectable 
person,  and  a  statement  of  the  same  shall  be  laid  in  writing  before 
the  President  of  the  Board,  he  shall  correspond  or  privately  con¬ 
verse  with  the  Professor  inculpated,  and  give  him  the  charge  or 
charges  in  writing,  and  if  he  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  alleged 
cause  of  impeachment  is  of  sufficient  weight  and  probability  to 
justify  an  investigation,  he  shall  lay  the  case  before  the  Faculty, 
who  shall  carefully  examine  into  it,  and  report  in  writing  to  him 
upon  it. 

If  the  President  of  the  Board  shall  thereafter  still  judge  the 
charge  worthy  of  consideration,  he  shall  lay  it  before  the  clerical 
members  of  the  Board,  who  shall  cite  the  Professor  to  appear,  and 
shall  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the  charge  or  charges  as  finally 
preferred  ;  but  if  he  shall  refuse  to  appear,  or  make  unnecessary 
delay  in  so  doing,  the  clerical  members  of  the  Board  shall  never¬ 
theless  proceed  to  hear  evidence. 
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If  they  shall  deem  the  charge  or  charges  sufficiently  probable  to 
justify  an  impeachment,  they  shall  lay  the  evidence  before  the 
entire  Board,  which  shall  cite  the  Professor  to  appear,  and  having 
carefully  examined  all  the  evidence  on  both  sides,  if  necessary, 
summoning  the  same  or  other  witnesses,  and  having  given  the  per¬ 
son  involved  full  opportunity  of  explanation  and  defence,  shall 
proceed  to  decide  upon  the  case,  both  as  to  the  facts  and  the 
penalty. 

A  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  be  required 
to  sustain  an  impeachment;  and  on  the  demand  of  the  Professor 
impeached,  or  of  any  three  members  of  the  Board,  the  yeas  and 
nays  shall  be  called  and  recorded. 

Sec.  14.  No  Professor  shall  give  up  his  office  without  giving  the 
President  of  the  Board  at  least  six  months’  previous  notice  of  his 
purpose,  unless  the  Board  of  Directors  make  his  case  an  exception 
to  this  rule. 

Article  V. 

Sec.  1.  The  qualifications  demanded  of  those  who  desire  to 
become  Students  in  this  Seminary,  shall  be,  in  addition  to  the  nat¬ 
ural  gifts  mentioned  in  Article  I,  Section  2,  also  evidences  of 
consistent  membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ. 

Sec.  2.  The  standard  of  educational  preparation  shall  be  that 
of  collegiate  graduation,  and  any  departure  from  this  rule  shall 
be  made  only  by  a  majority  of  the  Faculty. 

Sec.  3.  Applicants  shall  be  examined  as  to  these  points  by  the 
Faculty,  and,  if  admitted,  shall  be  matriculated  in  accordance  with 
a  form  provided  by  the  Faculty. 

Sec.  4.  In  addition  to  the  testimonials  or  documents  which  at¬ 
test  the  Christian  character  of  an  applicant,  and  his  desire  to  serve 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  he  shall  present  to  the  Faculty,  previously 
to  his  matriculation,  a  written  statement,  embracing  the  following 
particulars: 

First .  A  request  that  he  might  be  admitted  as  a  regular  Stu¬ 
dent,  together  with  a  brief  reference  to  his  personal  history  and 
the  preparatory  education  which  he  has  received. 

Secondly.  A  brief,  but  explicit  statement  of  the  motives  which 
induce  him  to  devote  his  life  to  the  ministry  of  the  Word. 
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Sec.  5.  Every  applicant  who,  after  due  examination,  shall  he 
admitted  by  the  Faculty,  shall,  before  he  is  matriculated  and  en¬ 
rolled  as  a  permanent  member  of  any  class,  make  and  subscribe 
the  following  affirmation  : 

u  I  solemnly  affirm  that  it  is  my  serious  purpose  to  devote  my- 
selt  to  the  work  of  the  Gospel  ministry;  and  I  hereby  promise 
that,  so  long  as  I  remain  a  Student  in  this  Theological  Seminary, 
I  will,  with  the  help  of  God,  faithfully  and  diligently  attend  all 
tne  recitations, ^lectures  and  instructions  intended  for  me  ;  that  I 
wiil  conscientiously  and  vigilantly  observe  all  the  regulations 
which  are  set  forth  in  the  Constitution  and  the  By-Laws  of  the 
Institution  ;  and  that  I  will  pay  due  respect  and  obedience  to  the 
Professors,  treat  my  fellow-students  as  brethren,  and  all  others  as 
becomes  the  Gospel  of  Christ.” 

Sec.  6.  Every  Student  shall  be  considered  as  a  probationer 
during  the  first  four  months  after  his  admission,  after  which  his 
matriculation  may  take  place.  If,  after  the  lapse  of  this  time, 
the  Professors  shall  unanimously  determine  that  it  is  not  expedi¬ 
ent  to  retain  him  any  longer  as  a  Student,  he  shall  be  dismissed. 
If  he  applies  to  the  Faculty  for  letters  of  dismission,  the  circum¬ 
stances  which  led  to  his  dismission  shall  be  stated  in  such  terms  as 
the  Faculty  may  deem  to  be  wise  and  just. 

Sec.  T.  The  Students  shall  strictly  comply  with  all  the  require¬ 
ments  which  are  made  in  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  Directors  or 
the  Faculty  for  the  government  of  the  Seminary. 

Article  YI. 

I 

Sec.  1.  The  course  of  theological  study  in  this  Seminary  shall 
embrace  a  period  of  three  years. 

Sec.  2.  The  lectures  and  exercises  shall  begin  on  the  first  Thurs¬ 
day  in  September,  and  continue  until  the  week  before  Trinity 
Sunday. 

Sec.  3.  In  addition  to  the  general  or  summer  vacation,  there 
shall  be  a  cessation  of  exercises  at  Christmas,  during  Passion  week, 
at  Easter,  on  Ascension-day,  and  on  such  other  days  as  the 
Faculty  in  its  discretion  shall  determine. 
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Article  YU. 

Sec.  1.  Notice  of  a  motion  to  amend  this  Constitution  must  be 
put  in  writing,  and,  with  a  copy  of  the  amendment  proposed,  be 
given  to  the  President,  who  shall  make  both  known  to  the  Direct¬ 
ors  at  their  annual  meeting.  The  motion  and  amendment  shall 
be  recorded  by  the  Secretary,  and  shall  be  acted  on  at  the  next 
regular  meeting.  A  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  Directors  present 
shall  be  necessary  to  amend. 

Sec.  2.  No  amendment  changing  the  confessional  basis  of  this 
Seminary  shall  be  entertained  at  any  time. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION 

- 

O  F 

historical  Sorietg. 

Art.  I. — Name. 

This  organization  shall  be  called  “  The  Historical  Society  of  the 
G-eneral  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America.” 

Art.  II. — Object. 

It  shall  be  the  aim  of  this  Society  to  awaken  and  encourage  his¬ 
torical  inquiry;  to  establish  and  maintain  in  the  city  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Pa.,  a  depository  of  books,  synodical  minutes,  proceedings  of 
conferences  and  other  church  assemblies,  charters,  judicial  decis¬ 
ions,  legal  reports,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  manuscripts,  portraits, 
views,  &c.,  especially  pertaining  to  the  history  and  condition  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America;  to  put  forth  histor¬ 
ical  publications  for  the  elucidation  of  such  history;  and  to  collect 
and  preserve  all  works  written  by  Lutherans  or  by  others  for  or 
against  our  Evangelical  faith  and  usages. 

Art.  III. — Members. 

At  the  regular  meetings  of  this  Society  any  person  may,  upon 
nomination,  be  received  to  membership  by  two-thirds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present.  Eaeli  member  shall,  on  his  election  pay  $  /into 
the  Treasury. 

Or  :  This  Society  shall  consist  of  those  who  make  contributions 
to  its  objects. 

Art.  IY. — Executive  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  embrace  a  President,  Vice  Pres¬ 
ident,  Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  Cura¬ 
tor,  and  seven  other  members  ;  all  of  whom  shall  be  elected  at  a 
regular  meeting  and  continue  in  office  until  their  successors  are 
chosen. 
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The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  a  year,  and 
as  much  oftener  as  the  interests  of  the  Society  shall  require. 

Seven  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  receive,  hold,  invest  and  care¬ 
fully  manage  all  properties  and  funds  entrusted  to  the  Society, 
with  power  to  sell  and  convey  the  same;  but  money  or  property 
given  to  the  Society  for  a  specific  purpose  shall  be  devoted  to  that 
purpose  only,  and  such  property  as  is  embraced  in  Art.  II,  shall 
never  be  sold  or  otherwise  alienated,  except  such  publications  as 
may  be  issued  by  or  for  the  Society  itself,  and  except  duplicates, 
which  may  be  disposed  of  at  the  discretion  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  Executive  Committee  may  adopt  such  rules  for  its  own  ac¬ 
tion,  not  in  conflict  with  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the  Society, 
as  may  be  found  most  convenient  and  necessary. 

The  regular  business  of  the  Society  shall  be  transacted  at  the 
meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee,  due  notice  of  which  meet¬ 
ings,  and  the  objects,  if  special,  for  which  they  are  called  shall  bo 
given. 

No  vacancy  shall  be  filled,  nor  shall  any  business  affecting  the 
character  and  general  operations  of  the  Society  be  done,  except  at 
meetings  thus  called. 

Art.  V.— Meetings. 

There  shall  be  held  a  regular  public  meeting  of  this  Society  at 
the  time  and  place  of  the  regular  meetings  of  the  General  Council 
of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  which  shall  be 
duly  announced. 

At  this  meeting  the  Executive  Committee  shall  present  a  report, 
the  Treasurer’s  account  shall  be  submitted  for  audit,  and  such  ad¬ 
dress  or  other  exercises  take  place  as  the  Executive  Committee 
may  determine. 

At  the  regular  meetings,  the  members  of  the  Society  shall 
choose  the  Executive  Committee  for  another  term. 

Art.  VI.— Collections. 

(1)  The  various  material  which  this  Society  may  collect  shall  be 
kept  at  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
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Church  at  Philadelphia,  or  some  other  secure  and  suitable  place, 
and  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  contributors  with  permission  \ 
of  the  Curator. 

(2)  No  book,  pamphlet  or  other  property  of  the  Society  shall  be 
removed  from  the  hall,  except  under  a  written  acknowledgment 
to  the  Curator  of  the  receipt  of  the  article  in  question,  and  an 
agreement  to  return  it  in  good  order  within  a  specified  time. 

(3)  Should  this  Society,  from  any  cause  cease  to  exist,  all  its 
property  of  every  description  shall  accrue  to  the  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Philadelphia,  to  be 
kept  and  improved  solely  for  the  objects  set  forth  in  Art.  II. 

Art.  VII.— Historians. 

Sec.  1.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  designate  some  one 
having  a  taste  and  facilities  for  the  work  as  an  Historian,  who  shall 
present  an  annual  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America. 

Sec.  2.  Each  of  the  District  Synods  in  connection  with  the 
General  Council,  and  such  other  Synods  as  may  be  disposed  to 
co-operate  in  the  work  of  this  Society,  shall  appoint  an  Historian 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  make  annual  report  of  the  work  and 
growth  of  the  church  within  his  own  Synodical  bounds ;  at  the 
same  time  also,  gathering  items  of  fact  and  incident  connected  with 
the  founding,  organization,  &c.,  of  the  Synod  and  its  several  con¬ 
gregations. 

Sec.  3.  Provision  shall  be  made  for  the  publication  of  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Historians. 

Art.  VII. — -Changes. 

Alterations  or  amendments  may  be  made  in  this  constitution  at 
any  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present;  provided  such  changes  be  not  inconsistent  with 
the  object  of  the  Society  as  described  in  Art.  II. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF  CASTLE  GARDEN  MISSION 

Prom  November  1st,  1871,  to  date. 


1871.  MONEY  RECEIVED. 

Nov.  1  Balance  on  hand . . . . .  $  780  62 

Dec.  12  Pastor  C.  Adam,  Woodland,  Mich.,  ppr  Rev.  IT.  Ragener,  21  50 

“  13  Prom  Robert  Neumann,  Pastor  at  C.  G . . .  264  28 

“  13  By  return  of  check  from  J.  Wyman  Jones .  .  33  33 

1872. 

Jan.  4  From  Rev.  E.  P.  Giese,  from  his  Sunday  School . . .  16  50 

“  17  “  Rev.  Robert  Neumann . 286  24 

Feb,  6  “  Rev.  von  Rosenberg,  Rochester,  N.  Y .  50  00 

“  The  same  by  L.  Bach .  3  00 

“  9  “  Rev.  Robert  Neumann . , . . .  161  10 

Mar.  18  “  Rev.  Robert  Neumann . . . 83  40 

April  4  “  “  Robert  Neumann . 200  26 

“  4  “  “  S.  K,  Brobst,  Allentown,  Pa..... .  85  65 

“  4  u  “  A.  Spaeth,  of  Philadelphia .  2  00 

May  21  “  “  Robert  Neumann .  210  61 

June  27  “  “  Robert  Neumann . . .  .....  323  70 

July  29  “  “  Robert  Neumann . 201  40 

Aug.  24  “  “  Robert  Neumann .  . -. .  125  21 

Sept.  26  “  il  Robert  Neumann .  84  11 

Oct.  22  From  A.  Wetzel,  Treasurer  E.  L.  Ministerum  of  N.  Y  .  392  00 

Due  the  Mission  from  bills  receivable .  $3,274  ~91 

Prom  Pastor  Wm.  Berkmeyer,  Mount  Vernon . $223  00 

From  B.  F.  Trexler,  of  Allentown .  200  00 

From  Eng.  Aid  Society,  14  months  office  room,  &c.  77  00 

Office  room,  &c.,  May  1,  1872,  to  Nov.  1,  1872,  30  00 

Bills  receivable . $530  00 


1871.  MONEY  PAID. 

Nov.  1  To  J.  Weyman  Jones,  for  office  rent . . . .  $  33  33 

Dec.  12  For  two  Acknowledgments  to  Notary  Public .  30 

“  13  To  R.  Neumann,  act.  of  salary  Nov.  1,  1871,  to  Feb.  1  ’72,  164  28 

“  21  To  J.  Weyman  Jones,  for  If  months  rent  due . .  104  00 

“  22  To  T.  W.  Abbot,  If  months  rent  in  advance  to  Feb.  1,  ’72’  27  77 

“  29  For  repairs  on  stove  . 1  65 

“  29  For  labor  to  move  from  first  floor  to  basement .  *  1  00 

1872. 

Jan.  13  To  C.  Nebrbass,  for  amt.  paid  to  Turner  &  Eirtland, .  9  75 

“  25  To  Smith  &  Wood,  6  Beaver  street,  for  putting  up  stove  3  75 

Feb.  1  T.  W.  Abbot  for  rent  to  March  1,  1872 . 20  83 

u  9  To  Rev.  R.  Neumann  in  full  for  salary  to  Feb.  1,  1872...  460  72 

Mar.  1  T.  W.  Abbott  for  rent  to  April  1,  1872 .  20  83 

“  14  Strong  &  Son,  Painters,  for  2  signs .  .  8  50 

Apr.  1  T.W,  Abbot  for  rent  to  May  1,  1871. . 20  83 

May  2  T.W.  Abbot  for  rent  to  June  1|1872. .  25  00 

“  21  Rev.  R.  Neumann,  to  salary  due  May  1,  1872 .  625  00 

June  .1  T.W.  Abbot,  for  rent  No,  7  Broadway,  to  July  1. . 25  00 

July  1  T.  W.  Abbot,  for  rent  of  office  to  August  1 .  25  00 

“  6  Strong  &  Son,  2  signs .  17  00 

Aug.  1  T.W.  Abbot,  for  rent  to  September  1 .  25  00 

«?  24  To  Rev.  Neumann  for  one  quarter’s  salary, . . . 625  00 

Sept.  2  T.W.  Abbot,  for  office  rent  to  October  1 . 25  00 

Oct.  1  T.W.  Abbot,  Tor  rent  to  November  1,  1872 .  25  00 


$2,294  54 

Balance  due  the  Mission  . . .  980  37 


$3,274  91 


Jo nx  H.  Boschen,  Treasurer . 


Oct.  27,  1872. 
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REPORT  OF  TREASURER  OF 

Dr.  S.  Gross  Fry,  Treas.,  in  acct.  with 


1871. 

Nov.  3  To  Balance .  $  203  68 

“  6  Cash  of  Rev.  S.  KJingman,  Ev.  Luth.  Synod  of  Michigan,  1  70 

“  “  S.  Dickman,  East,  N.  Y .  10  00 

“  “  W.  Rather,  Miniton  Junction,  Iowa .  6  00 

“  “  S.  S.  of  Pastor  Strobel’s  Congregation .  5  00 

<£  9  Rev.  Ch.  Neuhouse,  Treas.,  Norw.  Danish  Aug.  Synod .  22  82 

“  23  M.  P.  Hill,  Sur>t.  St.  Michael’s  S.  S.  Germantown... .  30  00 

“  “  Rev.  A.  A.  Scheie,  Newberry,  Minn .  47  00 

“  24  “  Jacob  Frv,  Trinity  Church,  Reading .  30  00 

“  “  “  A.  Wetzel,  Jr.,  Treas  from  Zion’s  Ch.,  Rochester...  27  09 

Dec.  4  S  S.  MDs.  Society  of  St.  John’s,  Philadelphia . .  200  00 

“  11  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst,  from  Readers  of  Luth.  Zeitschrift .  174  85 

1872 

Jan.  4  Rev.  J.  B.  Fox,  Emlenton,  Pa .  30  00 

Fob.  9  “  F.  von  Rosenberg,  Miss.  So.  of  Zion’s  Ch.  Rochester  60  00 

Mar.  1  St.  John’s  Ev.  Luth.  Church,  Philadelphia . 250  00 

June  6  Rev.  G.  H.  Trabert . 5  00 

“  “  “  C.  Weber  . .. .  6  00 

“  “  “  G.  F.  W.  Guensch’s  Church  S.  School .  10  00 

“  “  “  Joshua  Jaeger . . .  200  00 

“  “  “  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D .  35  00 

“  “  “  J.  J.  Ivuendig  .  120  00 

“  “  “  E.  Belfour . : . . .  100  00 

“  “  “  S.  S.  Henry  .  75  00 

“  “  “  H,  Eggers .  12  00 

“  “  “  F.  W.  Geissenhainer,  D.  D.,  Legacy  of  Mrs,  Osier- 

meyer . 100  00 

“  “  “  J.  H.  Fritz .  15  70 

“  “  11  H.  S.  Fegley .  19  55 

“  “  J.  A.  Darmstetter .  64  00 

“  “  “  F.  Wischan  . . 200  00 

11  “  “  B.  W.  Schmauck . 140  00 

“  “  “  J.  F.  Wampole’s  S.  S  . . 20  00 

“  “  ;•  “  S.  K.  Brobst  from  Readers  of  Zeitschrift .  156  80 

“  “  11  W.  J  Mann,  D.  D.,  Juvenile  Miss.  So.  of  St.  M.  & 

Zions .  150  00 

“  “  “  W.  J.  Mann,  Zion’s  Congregation,  Philadelphia .  150  00 

“  “  “  A.  Spaeth,  St.  Johannes  Church,  u  .  184  38 

“  10  “  A.  A.  Scheine,  Newberry,  Minn . ,  29  00 

July  1  “  II.  Vandersmissen,  Treas.,  Canada  Synod .  75  00 

Sept.  7  “  E.  J.  Mohldencke,  St  Peter’s,  N.  Y .  30  00 

Oct.  11  “  H.  Jarecki  Treas.,  Eng.  Luth.  S.  S.,  Erie,  Pa .  30  00 

“  22  “  A.  Wetzel,  Treas.,  N.  Y.  Min .  940  52 

“  29  “  J.  Fry,  S.  S.  of  Trinity  Church,  Reading .  .  30  00 

“  “  “  Thomas  T.  Jaeger  . A .  80  00 

“  “  “  F  W.  Steimle,  Ger.  Luth.  Synod  of  N.  Y .  25  00 

“  11  Edw.  Felten,  Baltimore  . 35  00 

“  “  Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  D  D  . 80  00 

“  “  Miss.  Louisa  A.  Klein,  Germantown .  5  00 

“  “  Rev.  R.  Jaeggli,  Texas  Synod . 6  70 

“  “  “  W.  Reib,  Newark,  N.  J .  80  00 

“  80  “  S.  Klingman,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich . . .  60  00 

Nov.  7  “  E.  Carlson,  Augustana  Synod .  300  00 


$4,555  79 


Nov. 


7 


To  Balance 


$2,279  50 


65 


[18T2. 


FOREIGN  MISSION  FUND. 


General  Council  of  Ev.  Luth.  Church  in  America.  Cr. 

1872. 

Jan.  24  By  cash  paid  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.  draft  on  London,  75  days, 
to  order  Rev.  H.  C.  Schmidt,  $500  gold,  equal  to  <£112 

19s.  6d.  sterling . . . .  $545  77 

“  “  Paid  Luth.  Missionary,  for  Rev.  C.  P.  Heyer,  sub.  in  full,  7  52 

“  “  “  “  “  H.  C.  Schmidt,  sub.  to 

Jan.  16th,  1873 . 5  12 

May  8  Cash  paid  Brown  Bros.  &  Co  draft  on  London,  75  days,  to 
order  Rev.  H.  C.  Schmidt,  $500  gold,  in  London  £102 

10s*  Id.  sterling . 569  47 

July  27  “  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.  draft  on  London,  to  order  Rev. 

H.  C.  Schmidt,  $500  gold . 573  54 

Sept.  27  “  Brown  Bros.  &  Co.  sight  draft  on  London,  to  order 

Rev.  C  .W.  Gkoenning,  for  $500  gold .  569  12 

Oct.  30  Paid  Haworth  &  McCollin,  photograph  plate  for  Rev.  H. 

C.  Schmidt . 1  76 

“  31  “  Am.  European  Ex.  Co.  freight  on  ditto . . .  4  00 

Balance .  2,279  50 


Examined  and  found  correct. 


Akron,  O.,  Nov.  8,  1872. 

( 


$4,555  79 

Lewis  L.  Houpt, 
Horatio  Trexler, 
Peter  P.  Keller, 

E.  J.  Schmauck, 

Committee . 


Report  of  Receipts  and  Disbursements  of  Lutheran  Mission  and  Church 
Extension  Society ,  on  account  of  the  Church  of  Mercy  at  Chicago. 

Total  amount  of  subscriptions  received  to  Nov.  4,  1872,  as  per 


Treasurer’s  books . . .  ...  $9,333  53 

y,  Interest  on  temporary  loans...  . .  34  48 

Total  receipts . $9,368  01 

Total  disbursements  to  Nov.  4,  1872. .  9.190  16 

Balance  on  hand .  $177  85 


We  certify  the  above  to  be  correct. 

Louis  L.  Houpt, 

Horatio  Ttexler, 

Peter  P.  Keller, 

E.  J.  Schmauk, 

Akron,  O.,  Nov.  8,  1872.  *  Auditing  Committee. 
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Dr.  S.  Gross  Fry,  Treas.,  inacct.  with  General  Fund 

1871. 

Nov.  3.  To  balance  on  band . . .  $  44  43 


it 

3. 

cc 

cash  from  Bev. 

A.  Wetzel,  Tr,  N.  Y.  M . 

20 

00 

cc 

3. 

cc 

u 

a 

tt 

S.  Klingman,  Synod,  Mich . 

20 

00 

cc 

5. 

cc 

it 

a 

cc 

J.  Singer,  Deavertown,  0 . 

12 

40 

a 

23. 

cc 

it 

a 

tt 

G.  A.  Bruegel,  Tr.  Dist.  S.  of 

0.,  being  their  quota  of  $1  on 

each  100  members . 

57 

00 

tt 

22. 

cc 

it 

it 

a 

S.  Laird,  do.  from  Pitts.  Synod 

103  43 

tt 

24. 

cc 

it 

cc 

it 

A.  Wetzel,  Tr.  N.  Y.  M.,  Zion’s 

1872. 

Luth.  Church,  Rochester . 

14 

00 

June 

6. 

cc 

tt 

it 

tt 

A.  T.  Geissenhainer,  Tr.  Pa. 

Synod  . 

300 

00 

Oct, 

22. 

cc 

a 

it 

tt 

A.  Wetzel,  Tr.  N.  Y.  Min . 

128 

00 

cc 

29. 

tt 

it 

it 

tt 

R.  Jaeggli,  Pres’t.  Texas  Synod 

1 

50 

cc 

30. 

cc 

u 

cc 

cc 

S.  Klingman,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

20 

00 

$720  76 


Nov.  1.  “  Balance . .... . - .  $111  15 


Dr.  Thos.  H.  Lane,  Treas. ,  in  account  with 

1871. 


Nov. 

1. 

To  cash  received  from  Rev.  Prof.  Roth, . 

1  3 

00 

tt 

13. 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

“  J.L. Smith, Yandalia,  Ill. 

5 

00 

Dec. 

tt 

cc 

cc 

cc 

“  D.  Sparks,  Mineral  Pn’t. 

Ohio . 

5 

00 

cc 

it 

CC 

tt 

cc 

Aaron  Shoop,  Nakomis,  III. 

2  50 

cc 

24. 

ft 

cc 

cc 

cc 

Miss  A.  M.  Dunwiddie,  Phil. 

5 

00 

Feb. 

13. 

cc 

tt 

cc 

cc 

Rev.  J.  L.  Stirewalt,  Mul- 

berry  Charge . 

15 

00 

April 

9. 

tt 

ll 

cc 

cc 

Pittsburgh  Synod,  balance 

appropriation  for  1871.... 

168 

60 

cc 

It 

it 

cc 

cc 

Mortimer  F.  Lewis,  Esq., 

Germantown,  Pa . 

100 

00 

cc 

it 

tt 

ll 

ll 

Rev.  Dr.  Passavant . 

25 

00 

cc 

27. 

tt 

cc 

It 

ll 

“  A.N. Bartholomew, coll. 

per  letter  . 

9 

40 

May 

27. 

cc 

cc 

It 

It 

“  Certificates  of  Home 

Missionary  Soc . 

7 

75 

June 

24. 

cc 

ll 

ll 

It 

“  A.  T.  Geissenhainer, 

* 

on  ace’t.  Pa.  Synod,  ’72. 

600 

00 

Nov. 

6. 

cc 

tt 

cc 

It 

Pittsburgh  Synod  in  lull 

for  1872 . 

600 

00 

cc 

6. 

It 

a 

cc 

t: 

• 

bills  payable,  borrowed 

funds . 

985 

83 

It 

6. 

it 

it 

cc 

It 

do.  do. 

38 

90 

tt 

6. 

cc 

cc 

cc 

cc 

balance  overdrawn . . . 

465 

57 

$3,036  55 


67  [1872. 

of  the  General  Council  of  Ev.  Luth.  Ch.  in  America.  Cr. 

1871. 

Nov.  23.  By  cash  paid  Bakewell  &  Marthens,  printing  Eng. 

Luth.  Minutes  of  1869 .  $142  95 

Dec.  9.  u  “  “  Geo.  Philip  Lippe,  balance  due  on 

1872.  German  Minutes,  1870 . . .  95  00 

June  1.  “  “  u  do.  do.  on  acct.,  do.  do.  1871 .  50  00 

u  27.  u  “  “  do.  do.  balance  in  full . 110  00 

“  27.  “  “  “  Bev.  A.  Spaeth,  Ger.  Sec.,  postage 

on  Minutes . 25  36 

July  25.  “  “  “  Bakewell  &  Marthens,  printing  Eng.  ' 

Minutes,  1871 . 161  00 

“  25.  <{  11  “  S.  Laird,  postage  on  Eng,  Minutes...  20  30 

Oct.  9.  “  u  “  B,  M.  Schmucker,  B.  B.,  Cor.  Sec., 

for  postage .  5  00 

Balance . . .  Ill  15 


Examined  and  found  correct.  $720  76 

Lewis  L.  ILoupt, 


HORATtO  TREXLER, 

Peter  P.  Keller, 

E.  J.  Schmauk, 

Akron,  O.,  Nov.  8,  1872.  Committee. 


Home  Mission  Committee  of  General  Council.  Cr. 

1872. 


Nov.  1.  By  balance  overdrawn . ..j~.  $684  32 


<( 

9. 

u 

cash  paid  Bev. 

W.  P.  Butkrauff . 

25 

00 

Bee. 

9. 

« 

u 

Cl 

tt 

J.  Heckel....... . . 

37 

50 

a 

9. 

It 

a 

Cl 

(( 

J.  L.  Smith . . . . 

50 

00 

u 

11. 

Cl 

it 

tt 

a 

E.  Bichards . 

150 

00 

April 

9. 

a 

tt 

tt 

tt 

B.  M.  Henkel, . 

125 

00 

tc 

16. 

it 

it 

tt 

tt 

J.  L.  Smith . . 

50 

00 

July 

1. 

a 

u 

It 

it 

W.  P.  Buthrauff,  salary,  $350, 

travelling  expenses,  $27.50... 

377 

50 

<< 

18. 

Cl 

it 

tt 

tt 

J.  L.  Smith . .  .. 

50 

00 

Jan. 

25. 

Cl 

it 

It 

tt 

E.  Bichards . 

250 

00 

April  16. 

1C 

c( 

It 

tt 

it 

250 

00 

a 

16. 

it 

it 

tt 

tc 

B.  M.  Henkel...... . 

125 

00 

July 

11. 

Cl 

it 

It 

a 

tt 

125 

00 

a 

20. 

Cl 

Cl 

It 

it 

E.  Bichards, . . . 

250 

00 

Oct. 

1. 

it 

tt 

It 

tt 

it 

250 

00 

tt 

22. 

it 

It 

tt 

tt 

B.  M.  Henkel . . . 

125 

00 

it 

22. 

it 

It 

tt 

tc 

M.  J.  Stirewalt . 

40 

00 

a 

22. 

(C 

It 

tt 

tt 

J.  L.  Smith  _ _ _ _ _  _ _ 

33 

33 

u 

22. 

a 

it 

tt 

interest  on  borrowed  funds . 

38 

90 

$3,036  55 

The  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  a  Committee  to  audit  the 
above,  respectfully  report  that  they  have  done  so  and  found  it  correct. 

A.  Lange,  M.  B. 

B.  M.  Armor. 


Pittsburgh,  Nov.  7,  1872. 


Statistics  of  District  Synods. 
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MINUTE  S. 


First  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  ' 
Erie,  Pa.,  October  16,  A.  D.  1873. 

The  Seventh  Convention  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  was  held  in  the  English  Lu¬ 
theran  Church,  Erie,  Pa.,  Rev.  J.  R.  Groff,  Pastor.  The  sessions 
were  opened  on  Thursday,  October  16,  1873,  at  10 J  o’clock,  with 
the  Morning  Service,  including  the  Holy  Communion,  at  which 
time  also  the  annual  sermon  was  preached  by  the  President,  Rev. 
C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  from  Matt.  9 :  1-8. 

First  Session. 

Thursday,  October  16,  2J  P.  M. 

The  devotional  service  of  the  first  business  session  was  conducted 
by  the  German  Recording  Secretary,  Rev.  A.  Spaeth. 

The  roll  of  Synods  was  called,  the  certificates  of  delegates 
handed  in,  and  the  following  names  recorded  upon  the 


Register. 


I.  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania  and 

Adjacent  States. 


MINI8TEB8. 

Rev.  E.  Greenwald,  D.  D., 

“  B.  M.  Schmucker,  D.  D., 
“  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D., 

“  A.  Spaeth, 

“  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D., 

“  J.  Fry,  D.  D., 

C.  F.  W.  Hoppe, 

“  S.  K.  Brobst, 

“  E.  Belfour, 

“  J.  A.  Kunkelman, 

“  H.  Grahn. 


LA  YUEN. 

Mr.  L.  L.  Houpt, 

“  H.  Lehman, 

L.  K.  Stein,  M.  D., 
Horn  H.  G.  Moser, 
Mr.  S.  Gerhard, 

“  R.  Bauer, 

“  J.  Reichert. 
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II.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministerium  of  New  York  and  Adjacent 

States  and  Countries. 


MINISTEFS. 

Rev.  G.  F.  Krotel,  D.  D., 
“  F.  von  Rosenberg, 

“  C.  Volz, 

“  E.  Hoffman, 

“  G.  W.  Drees, 

“  J.  Ehrhart. 


LAYMEN. 

Mr.  H.  Martin, 

“  W.  A.  Schmitthenner, 
“  Peter  P.  Keller, 

“  Frederick  Scliack, 

“  William  Hauff. 


III.  Pitttsbnrgh  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Rev.  H.  W.  Roth,  Col.  D.  M.  Armor, 

W.  A.  Passavant,  D.  D.,  G.  D.  Kughler,  M.  D., 

S.  Laird,  Mr.  E.  J.  Schmauck, 

D.  M.  Kemerer,  “  H.  Jarecki, 

G.  A.  Wenzel,  “  W.  W.  Wattles, 

J.  K.  Melhorn.  “  S.  J.  Beck. 


cc 


u 


a 


u 


IV.  Evangelical  Lutheran  District  Synod  of  Ohio. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling, 

“  W.  P.  Ruthrauff, 

“  G.  Harter. 


V.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Michigan  and  other  States. 
Rev.  S.  Klingman, 

“  C.  Schlenker. 

VI.  Scandinavian  Evangelioal  Lutheran  Augustana  Synod.  (Swedish.) 

Rev.  T.  N.  Hasselquist,  D.  D.,  Mr.  A.  Gustafson, 

“  C.  O.  Hultgren,  “  F.  Johnson, 

“  H.  O.  Lindeblad,  “  A.  P.  Gelm. 

“  J.  W.  Kindborg, 

“  E.  Norelius. 

VII.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Canada. 

Rev.  J.  Fishburn,  Mr.  H.  Vandersmissen, 

“  F.  Ehinger.  “  M.  Sauer. 

VIII.  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Texas. 

Rev.  R.  Jaeggli,  a.  e. 


<*.  <*.  Absent  and  excused. 
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IX.  Indiana  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Hunton,  Mr.  G.  H.  Dieckman, 

“  S.  Wagenhals.  “  E.  N.  Peters. 

With  Privilege  of  Debate. 

I.  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Synod  of  Iowa- 
Rev.  S.  Fritschel. 


II.  Xorwegian-Danish  Augustana  Synod. 

Rev.  O.  J.  Hatlestad,  Mr.  A.  A.  Ivlove. 

“  O.  Andrewson. 


Other  Clergymen  Present. 

All  “  Lutheran  ministers  present,  who  are  with  this  body  in  the 
unity  of  the  faith  as  defined  in  its  Fundamental  Principles,”  were 
invited  to  give  their  names  to  the  Secretaries  to  be  entered  upon 
the  minutes.  During  the  sessions  the  following  names  were  handed 
in : 


Rev.  S.  M.  Kroegnaess, 
“  J.  R.  Groff, 

“  E.  L.  Reed, 

“  G.  A.  Bruegel, 

“  D.  McKee. 


Rev.  Isaac  Brenneman, 
“  H.  Gilbert, 

“  J.  Q.  Waters, 

“  W.  F.  Ulery. 


The  Council  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers.  Rev.  E. 
Belfour,  D.  M.  Armor  and  H.  Vandersmissen,  were  appointed 
tellers. 

On  motion,  the.  Minutes  of  the  last  Convention  were  referred  to  a 
committee. 

The  hours  of  meeting  were  fixed  at  9  A.  M.  and  2  P.  M.,  and  of 
adjournment  at  12  M.  and  5  P.  M. 

The  roll  of  Synods  was  called  and  documents  intended  for  the 
action  of  the  Council  handed  in. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling  gave  notice  that  the  attention  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  would  be  called  to  a  change  in  the  plan  of  carrying  on  the 
Home  Mission  work  of  the  Church,  as  proposed  in  the  Minutes  of 
the  District  Synod  of  Ohio. 

The  tellers  reported  the  following  officers  elected  : 
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Rev.  C.  P.  Krautii,  D.  D., . President. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Drees,  -  German  Recording  Secretary. 

Rev.  S.  Laird,  -  English  Recording  Secretary. 

Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker,  D.  D.,  -  English  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Rev.  G.  A.  Wenzel,  -  -  German  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Rev.  E.  Carlson,  -  Swedish  Corresponding  Secretary. 

S.  Gross  Fry,  Esq.,  --------  Treasurer. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Hunton. 

Second  Session. 

Friday,  October  17,  9  A.  M. 

The  opening  service  was  conducted  by  the  President,  Rev.  C.  P. 
Krauth. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Committees. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees : 

On  Minutes  of  last  Convention — Revs.  H.  W.  Roth,  C.  Volz.  C. 
O.  Hultgren,  J.  H.  Hunton,  and  Messrs.  L.  L.  Houpt  and  A. 
Gustafson. 

On  Minutes  of  District  Synods — Revs.  J.  A.  Kunkelman,  G.  W. 
Mechling,  S.  Klingman,  E.  Norelius,  E.  Hoffman,  and  Messrs. 
I).  M.  Armor,  G.  H.  Dieckman  and  IP.  Vandersmissen. 

On  Correspondence — Revs.  S.  Wagenhals,  C.  F.  W.  Hoppe,  D. 
M.  Kemerer,  J.  Fishburn,  and  Messrs.  M.  Sauer,  S.  J.  Beck  and 
L.  K.  Stein. 

On  Communication  from  the  Genen'al  Synod — Revs.  E.  Green  wald, 
W.  A.  Passavant,  W.  P.  Ruthrauff,  T.  V.  Hasselquist,  F.  Ehinger, 
and  Messrs.  H.  Lehman,  W.  Plauff  and  E.  J.  Schmauck. 

Treasurer' s  Report. 

The  Treasurer’s  Report  was  presented  and  referred  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  Auditing  Committee :  Hon.  H.  G.  Moser,  L.  L.  Houpt,  W.  W. 
Wattles,  IP.  Martin  and  W.  A.  Schmitthenner. 

Theses  on  Justification. 

Council  then  took  up  the  order  for  the  morning,  the  discussion 
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of  Theses  on  Justification.  The  tenth,  eleventh  and  twelfth  of  the 
series  prepared  by  the  President  were  considered.  [See  Minutes  of 
1870,  page  11.] 

X.  J ustifying  faith  bringeth  forth  a  new  light,  life  and  power  in  the 
heart,  which  renews  the  understanding,  will  and  affections,  and  is  a 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghost :  it  cannot  consist  with  mortal  sin,  but  as  long 
as  it  is  present  produces  good  fruits  and  makes  the  regenerate  man  a 
new  creature.  [Apol.  Conf.  98.  64.] 

XI.  u  Christ  is  truly  our  righteousness,  neither  according  to  the  divine 
nature  alone,  nor  according  to  the  human  nature  alone,  but  the  whole 
Christ,  according  to  both  natures,  in  that  sole  and  most  perfect  obe¬ 
dience  of  His,  which  He,  both  God  and  man,  rendered  to  the  Father 
even  unto  death,  and  by  which  He  hath  merited  for  us  the  remission 
of  all  our  sins,  and  life  everlasting.”  [For.  Con.  584.] 

XII.  “  The  righteousness  before  God  of  faith  is  this,  that  man  a  sinner 
before  God  is  justified,  that  is,  absolved  from  all  his  sins  and  from  the 
judgment  of  a  most  just  condemnation,  and  is  adopted  into  the  number 
of  God’s  sons,  and  is  made  an  heir  of  eternal  life,  without  any  merit  or 
worthiness  on  our  part,  and  without  respect  to  any  works  of  ours,  pre¬ 
ceding,  attending  or  following,  out  of  pure  grace,  solely  on  account  of 
the  alone  merit,  most  perfect  obedience,  most  bitter  sufferings,  death 
and  resurrection  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  whose  obedience  is  imputed 
unto  us  for  righteousness.”  [For.  Con.  674.] 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Pev.  E.  Hoffman. 


Third  Session. 

Friday,  October  17,  2  P.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  the  Pev.  F.  Ehinger. 
The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

j Emigrant’s  House  Association. 

A  report  from  the  Emigrant’s  House  Association  of  Xew  York 
wras  presented  and  referred  to  the  following  committee,  viz.,  Pevs. 
H.  Grahn,  J.  Ehrhart,  J.  Fry,  H.  O.  Lindeblad,  G.  Harter  and 
Messrs.  P.  P.  Keller,  G.  D.  Kughler  and  IP.  Martin. 
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Foreign  Missions. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

We  have  again  to  record  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  as  shown  to  our 
laborers  among  the  Telugus  in  India  during  the  year,  since  the  present¬ 
ation  of  our  last  report.  Their  lives  have  been  spared,  and  they  have 
borne  well  the  trials  of  the  climate,  and  been  enabled  to  continue  their 
labors  without  serious  interruption.  No  disturbance  of  the  peaceful 
and  prosperous  condition  of  the  work  in  and  around  Raj  ah  m  undry  has 
occurred. 

THE  MISSION  AMONG  THE  HILLS. 

The  last  annual  report  presented  an  account  of  a  new  mission  field 
which  had  been  opened  among  the  Kois  and  Reddies  among  the  hills 
on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Godavery,  and  which  gave  promise  of 
unusual  results.  The  accounts  which  the  Missionaries  have  since  given 
are  not  so  encouraging. 

They  write  :  “  Glancing  over  the  report  presented  to  the  General 
Council,  I  think  you  have  too  favorable  an  opinion  of  our  Mission.  I 
feel  too  often  just  the  opposite  of  what  your  report  seems  to  convey. 
And  yet  the  last  year  has  brought  us  in  its  365  days  many  more  bless¬ 
ings  than  we  have  related — blessings  which  at  the  moment  impressed 
us  so  strongly  that  we  thought  we  would  never  forget  them.  Alas ! 
looking  forward,  all  seems  [so  gloomy  and  so  dark  now.  The  new 
places  in  the  hills  are  all  vacant.  Nobodv  is  willing  to  go  there. 
Amongst  our  teachers  one  died.  He  had  been  in  the  hills,  and  went 
sick  to  his  heathen  relations  in  a  distant  village,  where  he  died,  and 
was  buried  without  any  Christian  being  near.  Four  others  took  their 
discharge  on  account  of  illness  and  fever,  and  amongst  them  Jeremiah. 
Another  among  them  is  seriously  deranged.” 

The  sad  tone  of  the  above  statements  is  caused  by  the  serious  disap¬ 
pointments  experienced  with  reference  to  the  work  among  the  Kois  and 
Reddies,  of  which  last  year’s  report  furnished  so  hopeful  an  account. 
The  people  seemed  so  ready  to  receive  the  gospel,  and  so  anxious  to  have 
schools  established  among  them,  that  wre  indulged  the  hope  that  a  great 
work  among  them  was  opening.  Teachers  were  selected  and  sent  among 
them,  and  were  gladly  received,  and  many  more  could  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  if  they  could  have  been  found.  Nor  has  there  been  any  disap¬ 
pointment  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  people,  but  the  country  proved  so 
fatally  unhealthy  that  even  natives  of  the  lower  country  could  not  en¬ 
dure  it,  and  a  sad  trial  of  sickness  and  deatli  to  the  teachers  was  laid 
on  the  Mission  to  bear.  But  God’s  thoughts  are  not  as  our  thoughts, 
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and  doubtless  if  baffled  in  one  effort  or  direction,  another  will  be  found 
for  the  achievement  of  His  purposes  of  mercy.  If  the  Telugus  cannot 
go  to  the  hill  tribes,  perhaps  hopeful  youth  from  among  them  may  be 
brought  to  the  schools  at  Rajahmundry,  and  trained  and  fitted  to  go 
back  to  their  own  country,  and  labor  with  some  such  success  as  has 
followed  the  labors  of  the  faithful  catechist  in  the  Palnaud,  and  then  in 
the  healthier  season  the  Missionaries  could  visit  the  field  from  year  to 
year. 

In  a  letter  received  from  Brother  Schmidt,  dated  April  1,  he  writes: 
“  Your  letter  of  January  22  reached  us  just  when  we  were  on  the  point 
of  starting  on  a  mission  tour.  It  was  rather  late  in  the  season,  but  as 
all  the  circumstances  were  favorable,  and  as  both  Brother  Poulsen  and 
his  wife  wished  to  accompany  me,  and  as  our  dear  friend,  Capt.  Taylor, 
offered  us  his  paddle  boat,  we  went  up  the  Godavery  to  the  hills.  On 
the  first  of  March  we  got  off  after  eight  days’  preparations.  The  boat 
had  to  be  repaired,  the  tent  to  be  mended,  and  above  all  a  good  supply 
of  rice  and  bread,  biscuits,  &c.,  provided.  We  were  out  fifteen  days, 
and  visited  many  villages.  It  is  a  pity  that  we  cannot  commence  a 
more  regular  mission  work  there  just  now.  We  went  there  partly  to 
show  these  poor  people  that  we  had  not  forgotten  them,  and  partly  to 
see  a  little  more  of  the  field.  Our  intention  was  to  go  up  the  Sapry,  a 
branch  of  the  Godavery,  but  the  work  against  the  current  was  too  hard, 
and  we  had  to  turn.” 

They  were  most  gladly  received,  and  there  was  great  regret  at  the 
failure  of  the  effort  to  maintain  schools.  In  one  place  the  school  had 
been  for  a  time  kept  up — the  one  who  had  learned  most  teaching  the 
others.  It  was  very  trying  to  mark  their  eagerness  to  be  taught,  and 
to  be  unable  to  promise  them  the  opportunity. 

MARRIAGE  OF  THE  MISSIONARIES. 

In  November  last  his  betrothed  left  Copenhagen  on  her  journey  to 
Madras  to  be  married  to  Brother  Poulsen.  She  reached  Trieste  Dec. 
1st,  Bombay  Jan.  1st,  and  Madras  Jan.  4th,  where  she  met  Brother 
Poulsen,  and  they  were  married  by  Rev.  C.  F.  Kreminer  of  the  Leipzig 
Mission.  When  they  arrived  at  Rajahmundry,  they  were  able  to  begin 
their  household  life  in  the  mission-house,  which  was  almost  rebuilt  last 
season  in  anticipation  of  this  event. 

The  betrothed  of  Brother  Schmidt,  Miss  Giovanni  Bleshoy,  has 
probably  by  this  time  left  Apenrade,  Schleswig,  the  former  home  of  Bro. 
S.,  to  meet  and  be  married  to  him  at  Madras.  Arrangements  to  provide 
for  her  journey  have  been  made  through  Rev.  Mr.  Groenning,  the  steady 
and  earnest  friend  of  our  missions.  It  is  hoped  that  their  wives  may 
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prove  not  only  a  blessing  and  comfort  to  our  Missionaries  in  their 
isolated  position,  but  also  of  great  assistance  in  their  work. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  LETTERS  OF  THE  MISSIONARIES. 

Brother  Poulsen  and  his  wife  spent  the  hottest  part  of  the  season  at 
Samulcotta,  where  there  is  a  mission-house,  transferred  to  us  at  the 
beginning  of  our  work.  He  had  before  expressed  a  desire  to  be  allowed 
to  reside  at  this  place,  but  the  committee  thought  that  until  the  number 
of  laborers  could  be  increased  the  force  at  Rajahmundry  should  not  be 
diminished.  He  writes  May  19th  :  “  As  soon  as  you  can  send  another 
Missionary,  I  hope  you  will  not  have  any  hesitation  to  let  me  move  to 
Samulcotta.  The  more  I  experience  of  mission  work  the  more  am  I 
confirmed  in  my  opinion  that  when  we  know  enough  of  the  language  to 
begin  to  preach  in  Telugu,  Brother  Schmidt  and  I  should  not  both  live 
in  Rajahmundry,  if  we  consider  ourselves  as  Missionaries  whose  duty  it 
is  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  heathen,  and  not  merely  pastors  to  those 
already  baptized.  My  dear  wife  and  I  have  now  stayed  here  for  nearly 
a  month,  and  intend  to  stay  until  the  middle  of  next  month.  To  me  it 
appears  as  if  we  had  better  access  to  the  people  here  than  to  those  at 
Rajahmundry,  where  most  of  them  have  heard  what  Christianity  is, 
and  have  had  the  preached  Gospel  among  them  for  so  many  years. 
Yet  here,  as  in  most  places,  we  often  have  to  sigh  :  ‘  When  shall  the 
day  come  when  this  people  will  know  the  day  of  their  visitation.’  How 
often  do  the  heathen  confess  with  their  lips  that  what  we  proclaim  to 
them  is  true  and  ‘good  words  they  acknowledge  that  the  way  which 
we  show  them  is  the  right  one,  and  still  they  refuse  to  walk  in  it.” 

CHURCH  BOOK  IN  THE  TELUGU  LANGUAGE. 

Father  Heyer  made  a  translation  of  the  “Order  of  Morning  Service,” 
in  the  Church  Book,  into  Telugu,  but  desired  that  it  should  be  revised 
Carefully  before  publication.  Your  Committee  some  time  since  author¬ 
ized  the  Missionaries  to  have  it  printed  at  Madras,  and  a  generous  friend 
has  offered  to  bear  the  expense  of  publication.  As  the  Missionaries  left 
after  the  return  of  Father  Heyer  were  as  yet  unskilled  in  the  language, 
the  matter  has  been  delayed.  On  this  and  other  subjects  Bro.  Schmidt 
writes  June  11th :  “With  reference  to  the  translation  of  the  ‘  Order  of 
Service  with  Hymns,’ permit  me  to  state  that  we  have  not  neglected  it, 
but  we  must  strongly  recommend  that  before  we  print  it,  we  should  at 
once  prepare  a  book  which  would  more  fully  meet  our  wants.  It  should 
contain  besides  the  ‘  Order  of  Service  and  Litany,’  also  the  Orders  for 
the  Holy  Communion,  Baptism,  Marriage  and  Burial.  Unless  it  con- 
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tained  these  the  book  would  be  incomplete,  and  both  the  Missionaries 
and  their -assistants  will  be  obliged  to  use,  as  they  have  heretofore  done, 
the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  (with  alterations).  We  have,  therefore, 
waited  to  hear  of  the  adoption  and  publication  by  the  General  Council 
of  the  Orders  for  Ministerial  Acts,  in  order  to  prepare  a  book  for  our 
Telugu  people  which  should  accord  with  that  of  the  General  Council. 
Tentative  books  of  this  kind,  I  am  afraid,  would  lead  to  confusion, 
especially  as  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  is  so  well  known  among  our 
people,  and  they  are  aware  that  the  English  regard  that  book  nearly  as 
a  second  Bible.  Besides  the  Lutheran  Missionaries  here  in  India  agree 
so  little  in  this  matter,  the  Hermannsburg  Missionaries  use  the  ‘  Liine- 
burgische  Ivirchenordnung/  the  Guntur  Missionaries  of  the  General 
Synod  intend  to  prepare  one  similar  to  one  which  they  have  seen  at  some 
station  (not  Lutheran)  near  Madras,  but  none  of  them  have  as  yet 
printed  books,  not  even  the  Tamil  Missionaries  of  the  Leipzig  Society.” 

A  PRINTING  PRESS  FOR  THE  MISSION. 

“  I  have  also  long  thought  that  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  small 
printing  press  here,  such  as  the  ‘Globe’  of  the  Jones  Co.,  Palmyra,  N. 
Y.,  or  the  ‘  Liberty  ’  of  Degener  &  Weiler,  New  York.  I  have  believed 
that  our  Sunday  schools  would  cheerfully  furnish  the  money  necessary. 
But  I  will  consider  the  matter  more  fully,  and  should  I  visit  Madras 
next  cold  season,  as  I  hope  to  do,  I  will  have  a  favorable  opportunity 
to  see  the  presses  worked  there.  If  the  Lord  preserves  my  health  and 
strength,  as  he  has  so  graciously  done  up  to  this  time,  I  might  quickly 
learn  something  of  the  art,  and  teach  some  of  our  native  Christians,  and 
I  think  that  it  would  prove  very  useful. 

“  The  season  has  been  tolerable  this  year ;  in  April  it  was  on  some 
days  terribly  hot,  and  we  were  afraid  that  May  would  be  worse.  The 
thermometer,  at  a  cool  place  in  my  room,  scarcely  ever  rose  in  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  day  above  100°,  but  it  seldom  fell  below  90°  during  the 
night.  I  was  chiefly  engaged  in  the  repairs  of  my  house,  and  we  have 
gotten  on  pretty  well.  The  old  timber  was  in  bad  condition,  my  ignor¬ 
ance  of  which  once  proved  very  dangerous.  A  pillar  on  which  a  num¬ 
ber  of  beams  rested  gave  way,  and  they  fell  while  I  and  other  workmen 
wrere  underneath.  I  happily  caught  hold  of  the  falling  pillar,  and  kept 
it  from  coming  down  upon  me  until  it  had  been  supported  and  we  were 
able  to  extricate  ourselves  from  our  dangerous  position.  Some  parts  of 
the  wall,  however,  were  crushed. 

“  We  are  very  anxious  to  hear  of  your  success  in  procuring  another 
Missionary.  It  would  be  a  great  pity  if  we  could  not  extend  our  work 
for  want  of  laborers.” 
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In  a  letter  of  June  28th,  Brother  Schmidt  says :  “  When  I  go  to 
Madras  [to  meet  his  bride],  I  propose  to  visit  the  Mission  Stations  on 
the  way,  especially  those  of  the  Hermannsburg  Society.  I  expect  grea 
benefit,  both  for  myself  and  for  our  Mission  in  general,  from  becoming 
better  acquainted  with  other  Missions.”  And  in  a  letter  of  Sepl ember 
18th, he  writes:  “Though  there  is  much  to  write  about,  I  think  I  must 
say,  no  extraordinary  spiritual  movements  have  happened  in  our  field. 
Among  the  lower  classes  the  work  has  been  going  on  as  in  former  years, 
and  as  those  people  are  generally  very  ignorant  and  very  little  indepen¬ 
dent,  we  naturally  expect  very  little  Bible  knowledge  and  Christian  expe¬ 
rience  from  them  when  they  are  admitted  into  the  Church.  But  we  have 
sometimes  also  observed  educated  and  respected  people  move  as  it  were 
towards  Christ.  In  Samulcotta,  Brother  Poulsen,  whilst  he  staid  there 
in  the  hot  season,  once  quite  rejoiced  that  he  had  a  few  candidates  for 
baptism  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  Bible,  and,  it  would  ap¬ 
pear,  were  constantly  reading  the  Word  of  God.  But  when  it  had 
to  come  to  a  decision,  they  withdrew. 

“  Here  in  II  aj  ah  m  undry,  are  not  a  few  educated  men,  of  such  ‘almost 
Christians.’  I  have  had  many  interesting  private  conversations  with 
some  of  them,  and  they  admit  that  the  only  hope  of  a  happy  future 
both  in  this  world  and  in  the  world  to  come  is  for  this  nation  to  become 
Christian.  They  generally  end  with  the  expression,  that  they  wait  for 
an  opportunity  to  come  over  in  a  body.  One  Brahmin  came  and  asked 
to  be  baptized.  He  attended  our  school,  and  we  had  some  hopes  for 
him.  Without  our  request  he  broke  his  Brahminical  cord,  and  ate 
with  our  Christians  to  show  that  he  had  broken  with  caste.  But  then 
he  left  us  to  settle  some  family  affairs,  as  his  father  was  on  a  pilgrimage 
to  Benares,  and  his  wife  had  died  a  short  time  ago.  Another  man,  a 
Shudra  priest  and  doctor,  came  from  a  pilgrimage,  or  rather  he  had 
been  a  pilgrim  all  his  life.  I  would  call  him  a  contemplative  charac¬ 
ter.  He  had  kept  aloof  from  the  world  and  its  temptations,  and  his 
work  was  thinking  about  God,  praying  to  him,  fasting  and  begging. 
He  came  often  and  asked  to  be  admitted  into  the  Christian  community. 
At  last  we  permitted  him  to  come  and  live  with  our  Christians,  which 
he  gladly  accepted,  much  to  the  annoyance  of  a  Brahmin  friend,  in 
whose  house  he  had  stopped  lately.  About  two  months  later  he  was 
baptized.  However  it  was  so  difficult  for  him  to  turn  to  a  practical 
mode  of  living,  and  to  regard  the  Christian  doctrines  as  things  which 
should  be  verified  in  life.  He  seemed  to  have  an  idea  as  if  he  could  go 
on  praying  and  contemplating  day  and  night  without  other  work,  and 
was  offended  at  our  Christians  who  have  a  more  practical  view  of  life. 
This  made  him  at  last  feel  uncomfortable  among  us,  and  after  speaking 
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several  times  to  us  about  the  subject,  he  left  us  to  go  a  little  way  down 
the  river.  But  as  we  have  not  heard  of  him  since,  he  may,  perhaps, 
have  returned  to  his  former  habits. 

“  The  younger  brother  of  the  farmer  Munsiff  (a  magistrate)  here  in 
Rajahmundry  has  also  lately  attended  our  Divine  services  and  express¬ 
ed  his  desire  to  be  baptized.  But  as  he  knows  that  his  relations  will  at 
once  throw  him  out  of  the  house,  and  we  cannot  promise  in  such  case 
to  support  and  protect  him,  the  barrier  seems  to  be  too  great  for  his 
faith. 

“Though  we  have  been  disappointed  in  these  cases,  I  think,  never¬ 
theless,  that  it  is  a  good  sign,  that  such  cases  among  the  educated 
Hindoos  have  happened  among  us. 

“Among  our  Christians  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  going  on,  and 
we  have  been  permitted  to  witness  signs  of  spiritual  life.  Several  of  the 
teachers  have  been  sick  this  year,  and  were  unable  to  attend  to  their 
work  for  some  time. 

“  Our  Christians  have  this  year,  for  the  first  time,  commenced  regula1' 
collections  on  the  Sabbath,  and  though  poor,  they  seem  to  be  willing  to 
give  a  little.  Some  bring  rice,  and  others  bring  small  coins. 

“At  my  building,  I  engaged  as  many  of  our  Christians  as  possible, 
even  from  other  villages.  Though  it  gave  me  more  trouble  to  teach 
them,  and  perhaps  was  hardly  as  cheap  as  I  could  have  gotten  heathen 
laborers,  nevertheless  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  see  that  they  profited  by 
it,  and  it  perhaps  was  also  their  spiritual  gain,  as  they  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  come  to  our  daily  prayers  and  Scripture  readings.  My  house 
is  nearly  finished,  and  it  is  for  the  first  time  that  I  have  a  dry  house  in 
the  rainy  season.  The  roof  is  of  shingles  of  teak  wood,  and  an  unseen 
thing  in  this  country.  The  first  2000  shingles  I  had  to  put  on  with  my 
own  hands,  before  my  workmen  understood  the  work.  By  this  I  avoid¬ 
ed  pulling  down  the  old  house,  and  got  an  upper  story  too,  which 
will  make  this  house  a  healthy  dwelling  place,  I  hope.  The  cost  will 
not  much  exceed  the  estimate,  though  I  naturally  had  to  extend  the 
work  beyond  my  first  plan  on  account  of  my  intended  marriage  this 
year.  I  think  I  have  expended  for  the  building  a  little  less  than  Rs.800 
or  $400.  But  as  I  have  to  leave  this  next  week,  I  stop  the  work.  I 
may,  perhaps,  require  Rs.100  more.  Had  I  not  got  so  much  experience 
in  building  Brother  Poulsen’s  house  last  year,  I  would  not  have  been 
able  to  succeed  with  my  house,  where  I  met  with  not  a  few  engineering 
difficulties ;  and  had  I  not  been  able  to  put  on  shingles,  I  would  have 
been  quite  at  a  loss  what  to  do.  But  long  ago  I  found  in  the  house  of 
a  native  merchant,  a  circular  saw,  which  I  bought  as  old  steel,  and 
have  now  also  succeeded  in  making  a  bench  for  it,  and  cut  the  shingles 
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with  it.  It  is  turned  by  Kulimen,  and  gives  me  the  advantage  of  cut¬ 
ting  up  every  small  piece  of  wood  for  shingles,  and  the  whole  machine 
cost  me  hardly  more  than  $10.  All  the  new  wood  I  have  used  for  the 
building  is  teak  wood.  This  is  generally  very  expensive.  But  by  sit¬ 
ting  and  talking  with  the  wood  merchants  near  the  river,  for  half  a  day 
at  a  time,  I  managed  to  get  it  cheap.  You  would  have  been  amused  to 
see  how  many  people  my  building  and  the  circular  saw  attracted.  But 
it  must  naturally  be  so  in  a  country  where  every  one  will  only  do  what 
and  as  his  father  has  done. 

“  When  X  now  see  how  the  Lord  has  helped  me  in  every  difficulty, 
and  given  me  good  health  all  the  time  I  have  been  hard  at  work,  and 
had.  not  a  room  left  where  I  could  be  comfortable,  I  feel  very  thankful- 
Yea,  the  Lord  has  done  more  than  I  expected,  and  I  feel  as  if  I  now 
could  trust  in  him  much  better. 

“  When  the  first  heavy  storm  of  the  monsoon  came  on,  I  was  wTarned 
by  the  English  engineers  of  this  district  that  my  work  would  not  stand 
it ;  they  thought  the  wind  would  carry  off  the  whole  roof.  I  at  once 
ran  up  on  the  house  to  see  what  effect  the  wind  would  have  upon  the 
then  still  very  open  roof.  But  though  I  hardly  could  keep  on  my  legs, 
the  roof  did  not  shake  the  least.  But  another  English  friend,  also 
repairing  his  house,  had  to  employ  twenty  men  with  ropes  to  keep  his 
roof  from  falling,  and  had  to  take  it  down  the  next  day  and  give  up 
his  plan  entirely.  And  when  I,  a  few  days  afterwards,  came  to  the 
government  workshop  at  Dowlaishweram,  I  was  astonished  to  see  the 
destruction  by  the  wind  there.  The  engineers  and  other  friends  were 
quite  disappointed,  when  they  heard  how  my  building  stood  it.  When 
I  tell  them  that  the  Americans  build  in  that  way,  they  will  add,  yes, 
but  they  also  can  move  their  houses  from  one  street  to  another. 

“  I  expect  my  intended  wife  to  arrive  at  Madras  about  Dec.  1st.  Her 
name  is  Giovanni  Bleshoy.  She  is  at  present  at  Mr.  Groenning’s,  and 
both  she  and  her  family  have  long  been  acquainted  with  Groennings 
and  with  my  relations.  She  has  long  taken  a  warm  interest  in  mis¬ 
sion  work,  and  I  hope  she  will  prove  an  assistant  not  only  to  me  but 
also  to  our  work  here. 

“  But  it  is  now  late,  and  I  see  I  have  written  a  good  deal  more  than  [ 
intended  to  do.  From  the  Mission  stations  on  my  way  to  Madras  I 
hope,  D.  V.,  to  write  often.  I  am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  to  get 
acquainted  with  them,  and  hope  to  profit  thereby  and  to  learn  from 
their  experience.” 

STATISTICS  OP  THE  MISSION. 

The  full  annual  summary  of  the  progress  of  the  Mission  during  the 
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year,  lias  unfortunately  not  yet  arrived ;  it  is  expected  every  day,  and 
we  scarcely  doubt  that  it  will  come  in  time  to  be  inserted  in  this  report, 
before  the  minutes  of  this  meeting  are  printed.  If  it  should  be  de¬ 
layed  beyond  that  time,  it  will  be  given  to  the  Church  through  the 
papers.  The  number  of  communicants  in  the  Mission  is  320. 

SUPPORT  OF  SCHOLARS. 

The  Sunday  schools  continue  to  support  scholars  in  their  preparations 
to  become  teachers  or  catechists.  The  care  which  must  be  taken  in 
their  selection,  the  change  of  mind  on  their  part  and  that  of  their  pa¬ 
rents,  the  occasional  unworthiness  of  those  tried,  the  small  number  of 
Christian  families  from  which  to  select,  cause,  and  will  continue  to 
cause,  delay  and  difficulty  in  finding  as  many  boys  suited  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  as  our  Sunday  schools  would  be  willing  to  support.  Since  the 
meeting  of  the  Council  two  schools  have  been  added  to  the  list,  that  of 
Christ  Church,  Easton,  Pa.,  and  the  German  Congregation,  at  Cumber¬ 
land,  Md.  We  have  not  received  recently  exact  accounts  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  state  of  the  matter,  but  the  Missionaries  are  using  all  diligence 
combined  with  the  needful  caution  in  finding  scholars  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  our  schools.  The  financial  statement  for  1872  shows  regular 
expenditures  charged  as  follows :  Support  of  Peter,  Erie  school ;  Wil¬ 
liam,  St.  Michael’s,  Germantown ;  Devaprakashamn,  St.  James,  Read¬ 
ing  ;  Matthew,  Trinity,  Reading ;  William,  Wilmington  ;  James,  Rev. 
J.  B.  Fox’s  school.  The  names  of  the  other  schools  were  forwarded 
in  the  order  of  their  offer,  and  others  of  them  may  have  since  been 
supplied. 


BIBLE  REVISION  COMMISSION. 

The  brethren  of  our  Mission  were  gratified  with  an  opportunity 
afforded  them  of  meeting  other  laborers  among  the  Telugus.  Rajah- 
mundry  was  chosen  as  the  centre  of  the  Telugu  country,  to  be  the 
place  of  assemblage  of  a  Commission  to  revise  the  Telugu  translation 
of  the  Bible.  They  write :  “  Several  missionary  brethren  have  been 
here  more  than  a  month  working  at  the  Revision.  The  Revision  was 
commenced  as  long  as  ten  years  ago,  but  this  was  the  first  meeting  of' 
the  Commission.  They  invited  both  Brother  Poulsen  and  myself  to 
be  present  at  their  meetings,  and  we  attended  as  often  as  possible. 

“  We  took  agreat  interest  in  it,  and  sometimes  assisted  in  giving  the 
German  and  Danish  renderings.  Four  missionaries  and  two  native 
ministers  were  present.  Of  the  missionaries  two  are  Americans.  Each 
member  had  several  versions  before  him,  and  it  was  very  interesting  to 
hear  quite  a  number  of  languages  used.  Besides  the  Hebrew,  Sep- 
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tuagint  and  Vulgate,  the  Sanscrit,  Tamil,  Canarese,  Mahratti,  Hin¬ 
dustani,  English,  German,  Danish,  and  the  Old  Telugu  versior  . 
These  brethren  have  all  been  a  good  many  years  in  this  country,  and 
we  think  it  a  great  privilege  that  they  have  selected  this  place  for  their 
lirst  meeting.  We  profited  also  by  many  hints  about  mission  work. 
When  they  left  ns  yesterday  they  expressed  their  deep  interest  in  our 
work,  and  promised  often  to  remember  us  and  our  labors  here.” 

THE  ALLAHABAD  CONFERENCE. 

In  December,  1872,  a  Conference  of  representatives  of  various  Pro¬ 
testant  Missions  in  India  was  held  at  Allahabad,  and  although  our 
Missionaries  were  not  present,  and  took  no  other  part  in  its  proceedings 
than  to  send  the  statistics  of  the  Mission,  the  report  of  the  Conference 
contains  statements  of  great  interest  to  all  engaged  in  missionary  labor 
in  India.  Bro.  Schmidt  sends  us  the  following  account : 

“The  total  number  of  Missionaries  present  was  136,  among  whom 
were  38  Americans. 

“  Although  the  number  of  mission  stations  in  India  has  greatly  in¬ 
creased  from  1861  to  1871,  it  is  remarkable  that  the  number  of  for¬ 
eign  Missionaries  has  continued  almost  the  same.  From  this  cir¬ 
cumstance  it  would  appear  that'  foreign  societies  are  either  unwill¬ 
ing  or  unable  to  send  out  more  Missionaries,  and  whichever  supposition 
we  adopt,  it  is  a  sign  of  diminishing  interest  in  Indian  Missions.  The 
five  principal  societies,  namely,  the  Church,  Propagation,  London, 
Baptist  and  Wesleyan,  together,  had  262  missionaries  in  1861,  but  in 
1871  only  234.  Nevertheless  the  increase  in  the  number  of  converts 
is  remarkable. 


18G1.  1871.  Increase 

per  cent. 

Tamil . 91,844  118,317  29 

Kol .  2,400  20,877  •  803 

Telugu .  4,531  19,233  324 


Among  the  Telugus,  the  American  Baptists .  23  6,4 1 8 

American  Lutherans  (Gen.  Synod  and  Gen.  Council) 367  2,470  500 

“On  the  supposition  that  a  uniform  rate  of  increase  of  61  per  cent, 
should  continue  until  the  year  1901,  the  number  of  Christians  at  that 
date  would  amount  to  nearly  a  million,  in  2001  it  would  be  138  mil¬ 
lions.  (Remarkable  it  is,  however,  that  the  Mission  at  Burmah  shows 
hardly  any  increase  in  the  last  decade.) 

“  The  Christians  speaking  the  Telugu  tongue,  the  Italian  of  the  East, 
number  nearly  20,000,  and  their  language  is,  of  those  of  the  Dravidian 
family,  the  most  extensively  used.  The  Telugu  population  is  estimated 
to  be  18,000,010,  the  Tamil  15,700,000,  Canarese  10,000,000.  But 
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fhe  works  printed  on  Mission  presses  from  1861  to  1871  are,  Telugu, 
8-3  ;  Tamil,  568  ;  Canarese,  581. 

In  the  Telugu  language  there  are  no  standard  works  for  Bible  study, 
and  no  theological  treatises  beyond  one  or  two  catechisms.  The  first 
commentary  is  now  in  press ;  it  is  on  St.  Matthew’s  Gospel  (the  author 
is  Rev.  Jewett  of  the  Baptist  Mission,  who  lived  with  me  a  month  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year).  A  single  volume  of  142  pages  represents 
Church  History.  The  devotional  works  are  only  the  Common  Prayer 
and  several  hymn  books,  and  a  revised  translation  of  the  Bible  is  now 
in  progress. 

Taking  all  the  disadvantages  into  consideration,  we  may  well  say 
that  the  Telugu  Mission  field  gives  no  reason  to  be  discouraged.  The 
number  of  Christians  in  connection  with  the  following  Missionary 
Societies  is  : 


No.  of  Missionaries.  1861.  1871. 


American  Baptist  Mission  at  Nelloreety .  5  23  6,418 

Hermannsburg  Mission .  8  150 

General  Synod .  3  338  2,150 

General  Council . 2  29  320 

Church  Missionary  Society . 13  259  1,882 

London  Missionary  Society . 5  299  291 

Baptist  Mission  at  Nursapore .  4  350  1,000 


“  However,  the  influence  of  a  Mission  is  by  no  means  to  be  always 
estimated  by  the  number  of  its  converts.  For  instance,  one  of  the 
most  influential  Missions  in  India  is  that  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scot¬ 
land  in  Calcutta,  numbering  onty  227  Christians.  Many  of  the  con¬ 
verts  of  this  Mission  have  associated  themselves  with  other  Missions, 
and  are  usefully  employed  as  teachers,  etc. 

“  With  such  facts  before  us,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  Synods  and 
Congregations  will  take  and  keep  up  a  lively  interest  in  the  Telugu 
Mission.  With  a  little  [more  interest  and  unity  a  larger  staff  of  labor¬ 
ers  could  be  employed  and  our  field  greatly  enlarged.  The  whole  land 
is  open  before  us,  and  if  the  Lord  gives  his  blessing  we  may  well  look 
for  brighter  days.  Therefore,  friends  of  our  Mission,  whenever  you 
approach  the  throne  of  grace,  pray  also  for  us  and  our  Christians 
here.” 


FINANCIAL  ACCOUNTS  OF  MISSION  FOR  1872. 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Missionaries 
in  India  for  the  calendar  year  1872.  The  rupee  is  equal  to  half  a  dol¬ 
lar,  16  hunas  make  a  rupee,  and  12  pics  one  huna. 
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Dr.  HeyePs  class . 

Easter  present  to  the  Catechists  and  teachers. 

Salaries  of  Missionaries . 

Rebuilding  house  for  Rev.  Poulsen  . 

Catechists’  salaries . 

Travelling  expenses,  postage,  &c . 

Support  of  scholars  borne  by  Sunday  Schools. 
Deficit  from  1871 .  . 


Rupees. 

Hunas. 

Pi  eg 

10 

68 

2,574 

1,597 

3 

2 

500 

15 

6 

147 

6 

7 

184 

199 

6 

11 

5,281 

2 

This  account  does  not  include  moneys  expended  for  support  of  teach  - 
ers  and  schools,  furnished  by  friends  in  India  and  Schleswig. 


EXPENDITURES  FOR  1873. 

The  costs  of  the  Mission  in  India  for  the  current  year  will  largely 
exceed  those  of  the  last  calendar  year,  on  account  of  the  large  increase 
of  salaries  made  by  the  Council  at  its  last  meeting,  and  which  went  into 
effect  January  1st,  1873.  The  estimates  for  this  year  have  not  yet 
reached  us,  but  we  present  an  approximate  estimate. 


Deficit  in  India,  Jan.  1,  1873 . $  3G0 

Salaries  of  Missionaries .  2,000 

Salaries  of  Catechists . 300 

Repairs  of  house  for  Bro.  Schmidt .  600 

Maintenance  of  scholars .  200 

Miscellaneous .  100 


Total  in  gold . $3,560 


RECEIPTS  FOR  CURRENT  YEAR. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  there  have  been  received  from 
the  various  Synods,  including  the  amounts  contributed  for  the  support 
of  scholars,  as  follows  :  from  the 


Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania . $1,568  30 

Ministerium  of  New  York .  1,444  57 

Augustana  Synod .  284  64 

Norwegian-Danish  Augustana  Synod .  199  50 

Canada  Synod .  189  90 

Iowa  Synod . 134  75 

Michigan  Synod .  121  50 

Pittsburgh  Synod .  50  00 


Maryland  $20,  Virginia  $8,  East  Ohio  $0.58,  Texas  $12....  46  58 

$4,039  74 

The  payments  by  the  Treasurer  within  the  year  have  been  $3,879.24, 
showing  the  receipts  for  the  year  to  have  exceeded  the  expenses  $160.30, 
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the  balance  on  hand  at  the  opening  of  the  year  has  therefore  been 
slightly  increased. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

The  Committee  have  not  found  any  one  to  send  out  as  an  additional 
Missionary,  nor  have  they  had  any  superabundance  of  means  in  the 
treasury  for  that  purpose.  But  they  are  persuaded  that  the  great 
field  Avhich  lies  around  our  Mission  presents  such  claims  to  the  members 
of  our  Churches  that  the  necessary  means  would  be  furnished  could 
the  laborers  be  found.  We  therefore  urge  that  prayers  and  interces¬ 
sions  be  everywhere  made  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church,  that  he 
would  raise  up  more  laborers  and  send  them  into  his  vineyard. 

B.  M.  ScHMUCKER, 
English  Secretary  Executive  Committee. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted  as  a  whole ;  and  it  was 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  Foreign  Mission  Committee  encourage  Rev. 
C.  F.  Heyer  to  complete  the  history  of  his  Mission  work  in  India, 
on  which  he  has  been  engaged,  and  prepare  it  for  publication. 

2.  That  the  Committee  be  authorized  to  procure  the  various 
publications  concerning  Lutheran  Mission  work  throughout  the 
world,  and  furnish  suitable  extracts  from  the  same  for  the  Church 
papers. 

Foreign  Mission  Committee. 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania 
was  continued  as  the  General  Councihs  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions. 

New  York  Immigrant  Mission. 

The  business  connected  with  the  New  York  Immigrant  Mission 
was  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  morning. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Last  Convention. 

Your  Committee  on  the  Minutes  of  the  last  Convention  respectfully 
report  the  following  items  : 

p.  7.  Has  the  necessary  legislation  been  secured  to  make  the  title  in 
our  Charter  agree  with  that  in  our  Constitution  ? 

p.  12.  What  has  been  done  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Council,  as  set  forth  in  the  resolutions  on  Foreign  Missions,  p.  12? 

p.  14.  Is  the  Constitution  for  Congregations  ready  for  consideration  ? 
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p.  16.  What  has  been  done  towards  the  completion  of  the  edition  of 
Luther’s  Small  Catechism  ? 

p.  23.  When  shall  the  Constitution  for  a  Historical  Society  be  acted 
upon  ? 

p.  24.  What  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Synods  on  the 
subject  of  Congregational  or  Parochial  Schools  ? 

p.  24.  Have  the  Orders  for  Ministerial  Acts  and  the  Family  Pray¬ 
ers  been  completed  ? 

p.  42.  How  far  have  the  District  Synods  complied  with  |he  urgent 
request  to  pay  one-fifth  of  their  Home  Mission  contributions  to  the 
Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  ? 

p.  43.  Is  the  German  Church  Book  completed  ?  What  has  been  done 
to  secure  its  examination  by  the  District  Synods  ? 

p.  44.  Has  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  “  Lutheran  Emigrants’ 
House  Association  ”  made  the  changes  in  its  Charter  and  By-Laws, 
which  were  requested  by  the  General  Council  ? 

p.  48.  Have  the  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Theological  Seminary  been 
called  together  for  a  meeting,  and  has  Rev.  Prof.  H.  E.  Jacobs  been 
notified  of  his  election  ? 

p.  49.  Have  abstracts  of  our  Minutes  been  published  in  the  Swedish 
papers  ? 

H.  W.  Roth,  J.  H.  Hunton, 

C.  Volz,  Saml.  J.  Beck, 

C.  O.  Hultgren,  Lewis  L.  Houpt. 

Received  and  considered  by  items,  and  under  the  several  items 
reports  were  made  and  action  taken,  as  follows : 

1.  p.  7.  It  was  reported  that  the  Treasurer  is  taking  the  necessary 
steps  to  carry  out  the  resolution  of  the  Council. 

2.  p.  12.  The  Executive  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  and 
the  Recording  Secretaries  attended  to  the  duties  with  which  they 
were  charged. 

Constitution  for  Congregations. 

3.  p.  14.  The  Committee  reported  that  the  Constitution  for 
Congregations  was  not  ready  to  be  submitted  to  the  Convention. 

After  a  general  discussion  of  the  matter,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  Constitution  for  Congregations 
be  continued,  and  instructed  to  prepare  a  Constitution  in  accordance 
with  the  teachings  of  the  New  Testament  and  with  the  doctrines  of 
the  Church  founded  on  the  same,  and  print  it  for  examination  be¬ 
fore  the  next  Convention. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  E.  Norelius. 
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Fourth  Session. 

Saturday,  October  18,  9  A.  M. 

The  opening  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  G. 
F.  Krotel. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

At  the  request  of  the  Committee  on  the  Communication  from  the 
General  Synod,  the  English  Corresponding  Secretary  was  added  to 
that  Committee. 

Theses  on  Justification  by  Faith. 

The  consideration  of  these  Theses  was  resumed.  The  thirteenth, 
fourteenth,  fifteenth,  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  of  the  series  were 
discussed. 

XIII.  “  Faith  alone  is  that  mean  and  instrument  whereby  we  lay  hold 
on  Christ  the  Saviour,  and  thereby  in  Christ  of  that  righteousness  which 
availeth  before  the  judgment  of  God,  since  for  Christ’s  sake  that  faith 
is  imputed  for  righteousness. — Rom.  4:  5,  24.”  (For.  Con.  584.) 

XIV.  “  This  justifying  faith  is  not  a  naked  knowledge  of  the  history 
of  Christ,  but  such  a  great  gift  of  God,  that  thereby  we  rightly  acknow¬ 
ledge  Christ  our  Redeemer  in  the  word  of  the  Gospel,  and  trust  in  Him, 
to  wit :  that  on  account  of  His^  alone  obedience  and  grace,  we  have  the 
remission  of  our  sins,  are  accounted  holy  and  righteous  before  God  the 
Father,  and  obtain  eternal  salvation.”  (For.  Con.  585.) 

XV.  “  This  therefore  is  a  special  faith  by  which  each  one  believeth 
that  his  own  sins  are  forgiven  for  Christ’s  sake.”  (Apol.  Conf.  68.) 

XVI.  “Faith  does  not  justify  or  save,  for  the  reason  that  it  isaiuork 
in  itself  worthy,  but  only  because  it  taketli  the  promised  mercy.”  We  are 
not  justified  for  the  sake  of  our  faith,  but  for  Christ’s  sake  only.  (Apol* 
Conf.  70.) 

XVII.  “  In  this  article,  by  usage  derived  from  courts  of  law,  to 
justify  signifieth  to  acquit  him  that  is  arraigned  and  pronounce  him  just, 
and  this  on  account  of  the  righteousness  of  another,  to  wit :  of  Christ.” 
(Apol.  Conf.  125.  Prov.  17 :  15.  Isaiah  5:  23.  Rom.  8:  33.) 

At  this  point  the  discussion  was  closed  for  this  year. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Elirhart. 
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Fifth  Session. 

Saturday,  October  18,  2  P.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  F.  von 
Rosenberg. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

German  Church  Paper. 

A  communication  from  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst  in  regard  to  a  union 
of  the  German  Church  Papers  now  published  in  the  limits  of  the 
General  Council,  was  referred  ‘to  the  following  committee,  viz., 
Revs.  J.  Ehrhart,  C.  Schlenker,  C.  F.  W.  Hoppe  and  F.  Ehinger 
and  Messrs.  W.  A.  Schmitthenner  and  AY.  Hauff. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Minutes  of  Last  Convention. 

The  consideration  of  the  items  of  this  report  was  resumed. 

4.  p.  16.  The  Committee  on  the  Catechism  answered  that  they 
were  prepared  to  report. 

5.  p.  23.  Action  upon  the  Constitution  for  the  Historical  Society 
was  made  the  order  immediately  after  the  consideration  of  the  pres¬ 
ent  order  of  business. 

6.  p.  24.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Minutes  of  District  Synods. 

7.  p.  24.  Answered  in  the  Report  of  the  English  Church  Book 
Committee. 

8.  p.  42.  Deferred  until  the  Report  of  the  Home  Mission  Com¬ 
mittee  is  presented. 

9.  p.  43.  Answered  in  the  Report  of  the  German  Church  Book 
Committee. 

10.  p.  44.  Answered  in  the  Report  of  the  Emigrants’  House  As¬ 
sociation,  now  in  the  hands  of  a  committee. 

11.  p.  48.  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant  answered  that  no  meeting  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Chicago  had 
been  held  ;  and  the  English  Corresponding  Secretary  that  he  had 
officially  notified  Rev.  H.  E.  Jacobs  of  his  election  to  a  professor- 

hip  in  the  same  institution. 

12.  p.  49.  The  delegation  from  the  Swedish  Augustana  Synod 
replied  that  they  had  complied  with  the  request  of  the  Council. 

The  report  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole. 
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Historical  Society. 

The  Constitution  of  the  Historical  Society  proposed  at  the  last 
Convention  was  then  considered  by  sections,  amended  and  adopted 
as  found  in  Appendix  A. 

Catechism. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  new  edition  of  the 
Catechism  was  presented  and  received. 

Pending  its  consideration,  adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  K. 
Melhorn. 


Sixth  Session. 

Monday,  October  20,  9  A.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  W.  P. 
RuthraufF. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  S.  J.  Reck  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

New  York  Immigrant  Mission. 

Report  of  the  Committee. 

To  the  General  Co  uncil  of  the 

Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America : 

The  Committee  on  the  Immigrant  Mission  at  Castle  Garden  begs 
leave  to  report : 

The  Mission  which  has  been  entrusted  to  the  care  of  your  Com¬ 
mittee  has  been  enabled,  during  the  past  year,  by  the  gracious  help  of 
God,  to  enjoy  a  quiet  and  steady  continuation  of  its  labors,  as  appears 
from  the  accompanying  specific  report  of  the  Missionary.  It  has,  in 
consequence  of  the  extensive  immigration,  furnished  the  necessary  aid 
to  the  needy  ;  it  lias  greeted  many  members  of  our  Church  on  the  for¬ 
eign  shores  of  their  adopted  land,  with  the  Word  of  God,  and  entreated 
them  on  their  departure  for  their  new  homes  not  to  forget  the  faith  in 
which  they  were  brought  up.  Furthermore,  during  an  exceptionally 
severe  winter,  it  has  been  called  upon  to  do  its  accustomed  work  at  the 
immigrant  landing  stations,  of  ministering  to  the  wants  of  the  poor, 
and  has  also  fed,  clothed,  and  sought  to  uphold  and  reclaim  many  of 
the  sinking  and  the  fallen. 
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Your  Commitee  cannot  claim  that  they  themselves  have  done  much 
of  the  work.  Inasmuch  as  everything  went  on  in  its  accustomed,  well- 
defined  course,  they  could  only  look  on  and  rejoice  at  the  complete 
success  of  the  whole.  Few  sittings  have  in  consequence  been  held. 
The  officers,  however,  have  never  omitted  to  note  and  examine  continu¬ 
ously  the  progress  of  the  work. 

Some  anxiety,  however,  we  have  had  regarding  the  question  which 
has  been  touched  upon  heretofore,  as  to  whether  or  not  it  is  right  to 
accept  of  the  commissions  paid  by  railroad  corporations  in  the  sale  of 
passenger  tickets.  It  was  settled  among  us  long  ago,  and  repeatedly 
answered  in  the  affirmative.  At  first  it  had  many  opponents  in  your 
Committee  ;  but  they  have  yielded  their  contradictory  position,  as, 
after  careful  examination,  they  became  convinced  that  by  accepting 
the  money  the  immigrant  would  in  nowise  pay  more  or  less  than  if  the 
commissions  were  not  received.  The  question  resolves  itself  to  this  : 
Shall  the  railroad  companies  keep  the  commissions,  or  the  Mission  re¬ 
ceive  them  ?  The  Mission  is  in  pressing  need  thereof,  and  we  did  not 
consider  ourselves  at  liberty  to  refuse  them.  The  question  came  up 
for  debate  again  this  year,  because,  in  consequence  of  the  change  in  the 
Commissioners  of  Emigration,  new  officials  were  placed  in  Castle  Gar¬ 
den,  who  occasionally  caused  trouble  on  that  account.  This  has  again 
disappeared,  and  everything  looks  as  if  all  will  go  on  smoothly  in  the 
future. 

Your  Committee  have  also,  during  the  year,  diligently  endeavored  to 
extend  their  connections  with  the  German  centres  of  emigration,  and 
have  therein  been  eminently  successful  in  the  harbor  of  Stettin. 

Another  sign  of  the  farther  and  ever  farther  reaching  of  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  our  Mission  your  Committee  has  hailed  with  grateful  pleasure. 
We  have  reference  to  the  immigration  of  the  Russian  Mennonites,  who 
have  selected  our  Missionary  as  the  man  in  whom  they  confide,  turned 
to  him  from  far  off  Russia,  and  on  his  advice  have  begun  their  immi¬ 
gration  to  the  United  States.  How,  apart  from  the  importance  of 
this  fact,  our  Church  is  thereby  directly  interested,  need  hardly  be 
dwelt  upon,  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  great  number  of  German 
Lutherans  in  Southern  Russia  have  been  affected  by  the  emigrating 
tide,  and  seem  almost  resolved  to  follow  the  Mennonites.  Every  friend 
of  our  Church  and  of  the  Mission  entrusted  to  our  care,  must  have 
rejoiced  to  notice  how  all  the  newspapers  which  concerned  themselves 
with  the  subject,  placed,  with  quiet  approbation,  our  Missionary,  and 
thus  our  Church,  in  bold  relief. 

Finally,  the  framer  of  this  report,  who  has  heretofore  acted  as  chair¬ 
man  of  your  Committee,  Pastor  E.  F.  Giese,  begs  leave  to  ask  of  you 
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to  accept  his  resignation  as  a  member  of  this  Committee,  since  the 
distance  of  his  present  abode  from  the  location  of  the  Mission  will 
make  his  taking  part  in  its  work  further  impracticable.  He  feels  him¬ 
self  justified  in  making  the  request,  as  the  General  Council  seems  to 
feel  inclined  to  appoint  the  same  members  from  year' to  year. 

E.  F.  Geese,  Chairman ,  John  H.  Boschen,  Treasurer. 
C.  F.  Haussmann,  John  D.  IIeissenbuttel, 

A.  Spaeth,  John  G.  H.  Ahrens, 

S.  K.  Brobst,  Chas.  J.  Nehrbas,  Secretary. 

Newark,  Wayne  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  7,  1873. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  IMMIGRANT  MISSION  (CASTLE  GARDEN). 

From  Oct.  1st,  1872,  to  Oct.  1st,  1873. 

Key.  K.  Neuman,  Missionary. 

Receipts  for  tlie  Mission  in  donations . $1,643  66 

“  commissions .  1,191  57 

,  $2,835  23 

Expenses  of  the  Mission,  salary  of  employee  in  office,  fuel,  stationery, 

postage,  &c .  674  94 


Balance . $2,160  29 

Receipts  for  the  poor . $  333  43 

Expenses  for  the  poor,  1,673  meals . $182  91 

Pecuniary  aid  for  740  persons .  101  95 

Lodging,  &c .  10  92 

Money  advanced  in  21  cases .  348  66  644  44 


Deficit  (covered  by  commissions). 


i311  01 


Am’t  received  for  immigrants  and  on  deposit . $16,110  06  in  174  cases. 

“  paid  out .  15,895  24  in  162  “ 


Balance  on  hand. 


214  82  in  12  cases. 


Amount  loaned . $  5,938  91  in  248  cases. 

Repaid . $5,449  22 

Not  returned  and  debited  as  lost .  348  66  5,797  88  in  237  cases. 


Deficit 


$  144  03  in  11  cases. 


Amount  exchanged 


$40,747  76  in  34  cases. 


Railway  tickets  obtained  at  reduced  fare  for . $570  60 

Amount  lost  by  immigrants  obtained  and  returned  to  them . $480  00 

Sent  into  the  country  free  of  expense . 126  families. 

Sent  back  to  Germany  free  of  expense . 26  families. 

Employment  obtained  for . 339  persons. 

Parties  forwarded,  1,282,  consisting  of . 3,846  persons. 

Marriages . 12 

Baptisms . 9 
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Clothing  distributed . 5  packages. 

Letters  received. . 2,133 

Letters  written . 1,380 


The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  New  York  Immigrant  Mis¬ 
sion  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  Minutes.  (See 
Appendix  B.) 

After  full  explanation  of  certain  charges  and  reports  which  had 
been  circulated  in  reference  to  the  Missionary  at  Castle  Garden,  it 
was 

Resolved ,  That  the  explanation  given  by  the  New  ATork  Immi¬ 
grant  Mission  Committee  in  regard  to  certain  charges  brought  against 
our  Missionary,  has  convinced  us  that  they  are  entirely  unfounded; 
and  that  the  Committee  be  requested  to  publish  the  same  in  the 
public  papers  in  vindication  of  the  character  of  the  Missionary,  if 
it  is  deemed  necessarv. 

J 

The  following  persons  were  elected  th^p 

Committee  on  the  New  York  Immigrant  Mission  : 

Revs.  C.  F.  Haussman,  S.  Iv.  Brobst,  J.  Ehrhart  and  J.  Ewh,  and 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Boschen,  C.  J.  Nehrbas,  J.  G.  H.  Ahrens  and  J.  D. 
Heissenbiittel. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  S.  Klingman. 


Seventh  Session. 

Monday,  October  20,  2  P.  M. 

The  opening  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Drees. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

A  letter  from  Rev.  C.  W.  Schaeffer,  D.  D.,  elected  a  delegate  from 
the  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania,  to  this  body,  was  read,  stating 
that  important  duties  which  could  not  be  neglected  or  postponed, 
prevented  his  attendance,  and  asking  that  his  absence  be  excused. 
His  request  was  granted. 

Catechism. 

Dr.  Seiss,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  new  edition  of  the 
Small  Catechism,  reported  that  they  were  charged  with  the  prepar¬ 
ation  of  two  books,  the  one  containing  an  Analysis  of  Luther’s 
Small  Catechism,  with  proof  passages  inserted  in  full,  and  the 
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other  the  simple  text  of  the  Catechism  with  the  proof  passages. 
The  work  on  the  first  is  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  be  submitted, 
but  a  copy  of  the  second  was  submitted  as  so  far  complete  that  only 
a  final  revision  by  the  Committee  is  needed  to  fit  it  for  publication. 
After  the  reading  of  several  parts  of  the  manuscript,  it  was 

j Resolved,  1.  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  publish  the 
work,  as  soon  as  it  is  finished,  and  to  take  out  a  copyright  in  the 
corporate  name  of  the  General  Council. 

2.  That  in  the  book  the  text  of  the  Catechism  be  given  complete 
and  unbroken,  and  that  “  Luther’s  Questions  and  Answers  for  those 
who  propose  to  receive  the  Lord’s  Supper,”  be  printed  immediately 
after  it. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Drees  was  added  to  the  Committee. 

Emigrants’  Mouse  Association. 

Report  on  the  Establishment  of  the  Emigrant  House. 

To  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America : 

The  work  of  founding  the  Lutheran  Emigrant  House  in  New  York 
has  been  accomplished.  We,  the  subscribers,  consider  it  our  duty  to 
inform  the  General  Council  of  this  fact,  since  the  Church  has  charged 
us  with  the  execution  of  this  difficult  and  important  work. 

We  have  succeeded  in  purchasing  a  very  convenient  house  for  the 
purposes  of  this  institution  for  the  sum  of  $80,000,  and  have  repaired 
and  furnished  it  at  an  expense  of  $18,000  more,  so  that,  God  willing,  it 
can  be  dedicated  and  opened  for  its  intended  object  within  two  weeks 
(October  31st). 

The  location  of  the  house  is  the  most  favorable  that  could  be  found, 
No.  16  State  street,  opposite  Castle  Garden  and  the  beautiful  Battery 
Park,  and  in  plain  view  of  the  thousands  who  enter  this  gateway  of 
immigration.  The  dimensions  of  the  house  are  28  feet  front,  60  feet 
deep,  and  five  stories  in  height,  including  the  basement,  affording  room 
enough  to  lodge  in  its  high  and  airy  rooms  as  many  as  two  hundred 
strangers  per  day.  The  emigrant  chapel  which  is  connected  with  the 
house  for  daily,  morning,  evening  and  other  services,  occupies  one  of 
the  best  and  largest  rooms. 

In  accordance  with  the  original  plan,  the  house  contains,  1,  lodging 
rooms  ;  2,  a  chapel ;  3,  an  office  for  the  Missionary. 

The  account  of  our  treasurer  shows  that  we  had  to  make  a  loan  of 
$15,000,  and  to  incur  a  debt  of  $3,000  more,  in  order  to  complete  the  in¬ 
ternal  arrangements  as  soon  as  possible.  We  have  still  outstanding 
on  good  subscriptions  the  sum  of  $5,000,  and  we  have  a  reasonable 
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hope  of  wiping  out  our  debt,  if  everything  progresses  favorably.  The 
cash  sums  collected  for  the  Emigrant  House  amount  to  a  little 
over  $29,000.  A  detailed  statement  of  all  the  subscriptions,  from  the 
smallest  to  the  largest,  will  soon  be  published.  From  this  it  appears 
that  we  have  accomjdished  our  primary  object  as  far  as  the  founding  of  the 
Emigrant  House  is  concerned — but  not  we — “  With  might  of  ours  can 
naught  be  done.”  During  the  entire  progress  of  our  work,  from  its 
beginning,  and  particularly  in  obtaining  the  house,  we  have  been  blessed 
by  the  helping  hand  of  the  Lord.  He  directed  everything,  and  ena¬ 
bled  us  to  find  favor  before  the  former  owner  of  the  property,  so  that 
he  parted  willingly  with  it  for  the  good  cause,  for  the  low  sum  of 
$30,000,  notwithstanding  experienced  men  valued  it  at  $50,000. 

All  acquainted  with  the  history  of  the  Emigrant  House — how  under 
the  favorable  guidance  of  the  Lord  our  work  progressed  with  a  steady 
and  firm  pace  in  the  face  of  much  opposition,  will  join  in  saying, 
“  To  the  Lord  alone  be  all  praise.” 

The  satisfaction  felt  at  the  success  of  our  work  is  general  among  the 
most  respectable  classes,  and  particularly  among  the  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church  in  New  York  and  its  vicinity,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
the  entire  General  Council  will  be  equally  well  pleased. 

In  regard  to  the  next  part  of  our  work,  viz.,  the  direction  of  the 
house,  we  have  endeavored  to  take  all  possible  care  that  the  same  shall 
answer  the  required  purpose.  Pastor  W.  Berkemeyer  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  Missionary  in  charge,  and  a  worthy  Lutheran  family  by  the 
name  of  Rothermund  has  been  called  to  attend  to  the  secular  affairs  of 
the  house.  Our  earnest  endeavor  is  to  conduct  the  house  with  order 
and  honesty  throughout,  in  its  spiritual  as  well  as  temporal  affairs. 
We  hope  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  be  gracious  to  us  in  the  direction 
of  the  house  as  well  as  its  erection. 

We  have  still  to  add  that  in  accordance  with  the  wish  of  the  General 
Council,  the  fourth  By-Law  of  our  Constitution  has  been  changed,  so 
that  it  reads  now  as  follows  :  “  The  election  of  the  Missionary  is  done 

by  the  Board  of  Trustees,  with  the  consent  of  the  Committee  of 
Home  Missions  of  the  General  Council.” 

The  change  of  Article  12  of  our  Constitution,  which  was  also  de¬ 
sired,  will  be  made  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  under  the  rules  governing 
our  action. 

With  the  highest  regard.  By  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Lutheran  Emigrant  House  Association  in  New  York. 

William  A.  Schmitthenner,  President . 

William  Hauff,  Secretary. 

New  York,  October  16, 1873. 
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The  committee  to  whom  the  above  paper  was  submitted,  offered 
the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted : 

Resolved ,  1.  That  the  General  Council  hears  with  satisfaction 
that  the  Emigrant  House  Association  has  succeeded  in  procuring 
and  furnishing  a  property  suited  to  its  purposes,  and  recognizes 
herein  with  gratitude  and  praise  to  God  a  manifestation  of  the  favor 
with  which  He  looks  down  upon  the  Mission  amongst  the  emi¬ 
grants,  and  a  token  of  His  special  blessing  with  which  He  has  been 
pleased  to  crown  the  prayers,  work  and  sacrifices  of  faithful  men 
working  upon  this  field  of  labor. 

2.  The  General  Council  learns  also  with  pleasure  that  the  Asso¬ 
ciation  has  changed  Art.  4  of  its  By-Laws,  in  accordance  with  our 
resolutions  of  last  year,  and  that  the  said  Association  proposes  to 
bring  the  still-pending  deliberation  on  Art.  12  of  its  Constitution 
as  speedily  as  possible  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion  in  accordance 
with  our  resolutions  of  last  year.  [Page  44,  Minutes  of  1872.] 

3.  This  Convention  recommends  the  Emigrant  House  to  the 
sympathies  and  support  of  the  emigrants  and  their  friends  here  and 
in  Europe,  and  confidently  commits  the  work  to  the  further  care 
and  keeping  of  that  Lord  for  whose  honor  it  is  established,  and  upon 
whose  blessing  everything  depends. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  District  Synods 
was  read  and  received. 

Pending  its  consideration  by  items,  adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev. 
O.  J.  Hattlestacl. 

Eighth  Session. 

Tuesday,  October  21,  9  A.  M. 

The  opening  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  Fishburn. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  consideration  of  the  unfinished  business  of  the  preceding 
session  was  resumed. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Minutes  of  District 

Synods. 

From  the  papers  put  in  their  hands,  the  following  facts  have  been 
gleaned,  concerning  the  Synods  named,  by  your  Committee : 

I.  The  Ministerium  of  Pennsylvania.  The  continued  growth  of 
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this  venerable  body  excites  the  gratitude  of  every  friend  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  fourteen  young  men  were 
ordained  to  the  work  of  the  ministry ;  ten  newly  organized  congrega¬ 
tions  were  received ;  and  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty -five 
members  reported  admitted  during  the  year.  The  Ministerium  has 
one  hundred  and  seventy-three  ministers,  three  hundred  and  thirty-two 
congregations,  sixty-five  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-two  con¬ 
firmed  members.  The  contributions  last  year  for  benevolent  purposes, 
exclusive  of  local  objects,  amounted  to  more  than  twenty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  The  Synod  maintained,  within  its  bounds,  twenty-three  mission¬ 
aries,  at  an  expense  of  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars 
and  forty-one  cents.  Aid  was  extended  to  thirty-one  students,  twelve 
at  Muhlenberg  College,  and  nineteen  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Philadelphia. 

The  only  acts  of  the  Ministerium  claiming  the  attention  of  this 
body,  are : 

1.  Its  action  with  regard  to  parochial  schools.  [See  Minutes,  p.  18.] 

2.  The  instruction  of  its  delegates  to  again  bring  the  German  Sunday 
School  Book  to  the  attention  of  the  General  Council.  [See  Minutes, 
page  21.] 

II.  The  Ministerium  of  New  York.  This  body  has  seventy-one 
ministers,  sixty-eight  congregations,  and  twenty-one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eighty.six  communicants.  A  number  of  Missions  are 
under  the  care  of  the  Synod,  and  several  young  men  in  course  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  ministry  are  assisted  by  it.  An  Academy  has  been 
opened  at  Newark,  and  Rev.  G.  W.  Drees  has  collected  about  $10,000 
for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  school  for  the  education  of  teachers  for 
the  parochial  schools  of  the  churches.  Two  Orphan  Homes  are  main¬ 
tained  within  the  bounds  of  Synod.  In  regard  to  Church  schools, 
it  is  worthy  of  note,  that  nearly  all  the  congregations  of  the  Ministerium 
have  them. 

III.  The  Pittsburgh  Synod.  This  Synod  is  actively  engaged  in 
prosecuting  the  work  of  Home  Missions,  Church  Extension,  Education, 
and  General  Benevolence.  Nineteen  Missions  were  supported  at  an 
expense  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and  thirty- 
nine  cents,  and  aid  was  extended  to  nine  young  men  in  course  of  pre¬ 
paration  for  the  ministry.  The  contributions  of  the  year,  not  including 
local  objects,  amounted  to  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  twelve 
dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents.  The  Synod  assists  in  maintaining  two 
Orphan  Homes  and  two  Hospitals,  and  contributes  liberally  to  the 
support  of  Thiel  College.  There  are  belonging  to  the  Synod,  fifty- 
six  ministers,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  congregations,  and  ten  thou- 
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sand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight  communicants.  The  action  of  the 
General  Council  on  the  exchange  of  pulpits,  was  approved  at  its  last 
meeting.  Several  plans  are  under  consideration,  by  which  it  is  pro¬ 
posed  to  carry  out  the  suggestion  of  the  General  Council  to  render 
assistance  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

IV.  The  District  Synod  of  Ohio.  This  Synod  is  vigorously 
carrying  forward  the  Home  Mission  and  Education  work.  It  has 
approved  the  action  of  the  General  Council,  with  regard  to  pulpit 
and  altar  fellowship.  The  Constitution  of  the  Synod  has  been 
revised,  and  made  to  conform  to  that  of  the  General  Council.  At  its 
last  session,  three  new  congregations  and  four  ministers  were  added 
to  the  list,  making  twenty-five  ministers,  sixty  congregations,  and  five 
thousand  eight  hundred  communicants,  in  connection  with  the  Synod. 
The  Synod  has  expressed  its  approval  of  the  Sunday  School  Book, 
and  of  the  Church  Book  with  Music,  and  recommends  both  to  its 
congregations.  It  also  commends  the  Lutheran  Home  Mission 
and  Church  Extension  Society  to  its  pastors  and  people.  A  com¬ 
mittee  has  been  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  of  parochial 
schools,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  Synod.  The  following 
resolution  was  adopted  on  the  subject  of  Home  Missions  :  “  Resolved , 
That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  District  Synod,  the  Home  Mission  work 
could  be  more  satisfactorily  and  successfully  conducted,  if  all  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Synods  would  transfer  all  Home  Mission  work  to  the  General 
Council,  and  that  our  delegates  to  the  next  Convention  of  that  body 
are  hereby  instructed  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  General  Council  to 
this  matter.” 

V.  The  Michigan  Synod.  This  Synod  rejoices  at  the  declaration 
of  the  General  Council  made  at  its  last  Convention  in  regard  to  pulpit 
and  altar  fellowship,  and  expresses  the  hope  that  on  the  other  two 
points  a  generally  satisfactory  expression  will  yet  be  attained.  The 
Minutes  of  this  Synod  show  that  it  is  earnestly  engaged  in  the  work  of 
Home  and  Foreign  Missions.  It  sustains  two  missionaries,  and  assists 
others,  and  also  supplies  several  stations.  For  mission  purposes,  SI, 121 
have  been  expended  during  the  year.  In  order  to  bring  its  mission 
work  into  greater  harmony  with  the  plan  of  the  General  Council,  the 
Synod  appointed  a  committee,  to  which  it  has  entrusted  the  oversight 
of  this  work.  The  Synod  has  twenty-two  pastors,  twenty-nine  congre¬ 
gations,  and  three  thousand  four  hundred  communicants.  Four  minis¬ 
ters  were  received  at  its  last  meeting,  and  one  was  ordained. 

VI.  The  Augustana  Synod.  This  Synod  has  eighty-three  minis¬ 
ters,  ten  of  whom  were  ordained  at  its  last  meeting,  one  hundred  and 
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eighty-eight  congregations,  and  twenty-six  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-one  communicants.  Many  of  the  pastors  are  engaged 
in  the  work  of  Home  Missions.  This  work  is  very  extensive,  mission¬ 
aries  being  engaged  in  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  Kansas, 
Colorado,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and  the  New  England  States. 
For  this  purpose,  the  §um  of  $3,262.79  was  expended  during  the  last 
year.  In  supporting  young  men  in  course  of  preparation  for  the 
ministry,  $2,076.42  were  expended.  The  Synod  has  within  its  bounds 
two  Orphan  Homes,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  establish  a  third.  It 
has  also  a  Church  Extension  Fund,  and  a  Pension  Fund  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  of  ministers,  and  of  ministers  in  need. 

The  following  resolutions  touching  the  union  of  the  Augustana 
Seminary  with  the  proposed  Theological  Seminary  at  Chicago,  were 
adopted : 

1.  That  the  Synod  hereby  expresses  its  sincere  gratification  at  the 
measures  taken  to  establish  the  proposed  Theological  Seminary  at  Chi¬ 
cago,  and  at  the  election  of  the  Rev.  TI.  E.  Jacobs  as  its  first  English 
professor. 

2.  That  owing  to  our  peculiar  situation,  arising  frornjhe  removal  of 
our  institution  to  Rock  Island,  and  to  the  fact  that  Hr.  Hasselquist, 
our  only  theological  professor,  is  necessarily  needed  in  the  college  depart¬ 
ment,  and  also  from  the  nature  of  the  charter  of  our  institution,  the 
Synod  is  not  prepared  at  present  to  accede  to  the  fraternal  invitation 
of  the  General  Council  to  remove  its  theological  department  to  Chicago. 

The  action  of  the  General  Council  concerning  the  exchange  of  pul¬ 
pits  and  terms  of  communion,  was  approved  by  the  Synod.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  parochial  schools  was  under  discussion,  but  no  result  has  yet 
been  reached. 

VII.  The  Canada  Synod.  This  Synod  has  twenty  ministers — of 
which  number  seven  were  admitted  and  four  ordained  at  the  last  meet¬ 
ing — forty-six  congregations  and  five  thousand  communicants.  It  sup¬ 
ports  seven  missionaries  at  a  cost  of  $850  in  gold,  and  has  made  pro¬ 
vision  to  assist  two  young  men  who  are  preparing  for  the  ministry. 

VIII.  The  Synod  of  Texas.  The  only  facts  furnished  us  by  this 
body  are,  that  the  Synod  has  twenty-six  ministers,  twenty-five  congre¬ 
gations,  and  three  thousand  communicants,  and  that  its  next  meeting 
will  be  held  on  the  third  Sunday  after  Easter,  1874. 

IX.  The  Indiana  Synod.  This  recently  organized  Synod  is  actively 
engaged  in  the  preaching  of  the  Word,  and  is  meeting  with  very  en¬ 
couraging  success.  But  quite  a  number  of  congregations  and  missions 
are  without  pastors,  and  under  the  circumstances  can  receive  but  little 
attention.  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Synod,  several  laborers  were 
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added  to  tlie  ministerial  list,  but  many  more  are  sorely  needed.  The 
Synod  has  now  fourteen  ministers,  thirty-five  congregations,  twelve 
missions,  and  about  one  thousand  eight  hundred  communicants. 
Synod  supports  one  young  man  in  preparing  for  the  ministry.  The 
subject  of  parochial  schools  is  receiving  attention,  and  very  commend¬ 
able  and  successful  efforts  are  being  made  by  the  charges  to  provide 
homes  for  their  pastors. 

SYNODS  HAVING  THE  PRIVILEGE  OF  DEBATE. 

I.  The  Iowa  Synod.  This  Synod  still  maintains  the  relation  to  the 
General  Council  which  it  has  heretofore  held.  It  has  one  hundred  and  ten 
ministers,  twenty-one  candidates  having  been  ordained  during  the  last 
year.  The  Synod  was  divided  into  two,  the  Eastern  and  the  Western 
District  Synod.  The  Akron  declaration  was  discussed,  but  no  action 
was  taken  with  regard  to  it.  A  resolution  was  adopted  informing 
the  General  Council  that  the  circumstances  of  the  Iowa  Synod  make  it 
necessary  that  a  German  hymn  book  be  published  immediately,  and  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  Synod  that  the  hymn  book  should  correspond  with 
the  collection  of  hymns  which  that  body  has  furnished  to  the  Hymn 
Book  Committee.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  examine  the 
hymn  book  of  the  General  Council,  and  if  they  shall  approve  it,  it 
will  be  accepted  by  the  Synod  ;  if  not,  the  Synod  will  be  under  the 
necessity  of  publishing  its  own. 

II.  The  Norwegian-Danish  Augustana  Synod.  This  Synod 
is  successfully  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  Home  and  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions,  Church  Extension  and  Education.  For  these  objects  and  general 
benevolence,  the  sum  of  $7,235  was  expended  during  the  past  year.  It 
maintains,  also,  the  Augsburg  Seminary,  at  Marshall,  Wisconsin.  The 
Synod  has  fourteen  ministers,  forty  congregations,  and  five  thousand 
four  hundred  communicants. 

Frotia  the  foregoing  statements  it  will  appear  that  all  the  District 
Synods  are  earnestly  engaged  in  carrying  forward  the  Master’s  work, 
and  that  their  efforts  have  been  attended  with  encouraging  success. 
On  all  hands  great  embarrassment  arises  from  the  extent  and  richness 
of  the  field,  and  the  want  of  means  for  its  proper  cultivation  and  de¬ 
velopment.  Men  and  means  are  the  great  want  everywhere  felt. 

Grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  past  mercies,  let  us  unitedly  and  fer¬ 
vently  pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  raise  up  and  send  forth  laborers 
into  the  field  so  large  and  so  ripe  for  the  sickle. 

It  would  greatly  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Committee  of  this  body 
on  the  Minutes  of  the  District  Synods,  if  the  secretaries  of  the  several 
Synods,  would  either  send  a  brief  statement  of  the  matters  requiring 

3 


Erie,  Pa.] 


VM 


the  attention  of  the  General  Council,  or  copies  of  their  Minutes  in 
which  such  items  are  distinctly  marked. 

J.  A.  Kunkelman,  Chm., 

G.  AY.  Mechling, 

S.  Klingman, 

E.  Norelius, 


E.  Hoffmann, 

D.  M.  Armor, 

G.  H.  Dieckman, 

H.  AAndersmissen. 


German  Sunday  School  Book. 

Under  the  first  item  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  German 
Sunday  School  Book,  and  have  it  printed  in  provisional  form. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Order  of  Service  and  Arrangement  of  the 
Hymns  in  the  English  Sunday  School  Book,  be  recommended  to 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  in  the  preparation  of  the  German 
Sunday  School  Book. 

The  following  Committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  this  work, 
viz.,  Levs.  A.  Spaeth,  A.  E.  Frey,  S.  K.  Brobst,  G.  AAr.  Drees,  C.  F. 
AY.  Hoppe,  and  Messrs.  J.  C.  Haas,  J.  Endlich  and  —  Schnabel. 

The  items  were  adopted  iu  their  order,  and  the  report  as  a 
whole  was  adopted. 


Corporate  Title  of  the  General  Council. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Trus¬ 
tees  of  the  General  Council : 

Resolved ,  That  the  President  and  the  English  Secretary  be  in¬ 
structed  to  make  application  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the 
City  of  Philadelphia,  to  have  the  name  of  the  corporation  changed 
from  that  of  “  Trustees  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  North  America,”  to  that  of  <(  Trustees  of  the 
General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America.” 

English  Church  Book. 

Report  of  the  Committee. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  General  Council,  the  copies  of  the 
Church  Book  on  hand  were  exhausted,  and  a  new  edition  has  been 
printed.  There  has  accrued  a  surplus  of  premiums  of  about  $800. 

Before  the  last  edition  was  printed,  a  number  of  errors  were  correct¬ 
ed  in  the  plates ;  some  of  these  errors  were  typographical,  one  or  two 
of  translation  in  the  preface  to  the  Catechism,  and  the  rest  were  in  the 
dates  and  authorship  of  the  hymns.  A  question  arises  as  to  whether 


before  the  next  edition  is  printed,  the  last  clause  of  the  rubric  after 
the  General  Prayer  in  the  Order  of  Morning  Service  should  not  be 
erased.  The  clause  reads  thus :  “  But  if  there  be  a  Communion  it 
may  be  omitted  here.”  The  use  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer 
in  the  act  of  Consecration  in  the  administration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper, 
in  no  manner  affects  the  propriety  of  its  use  by  the  congregation  in  the 
General  Prayer. 


by  the  minister 


No  material  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year,  in  the 
preparation  of  the  Orders  for  Ministerial  Acts  and  the  Family 
Prayers. 

The  Sunday  School  Book  has  been  completed  and  published  during 
the  year.  The  copyright  has  been  taken  out  in  the  name  of  the  General 
Council,  and  by  the  contract  with  the  publisher  the  plates  are  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Council,  and  a  premium  of  three  cents  per  copy  is  to  be 
paid  to  it.  The  Sunday  Schools  have  furnished  $550  towards  the  cost 
of  the  electrotype  plates,  the  cost  of  preparing  which  was  $1,034.47. 

There  is  at  present  something  over  $200  due  to  the  Council,  under  the 
contract  with  the  publisher,  Lev.  G.  W.  Frederick,  of  the  Lutheran 
Book  Store  ;  and  as  there  are  still  nearly  $500  due  for  the  making 
of  the  electrotype  plates,  it  will  be  proper  to  authorize  the  use  of  the 
Council’s  premium  for  the  payment  of  this  debt.  Seven  thousand 
copies  of  this  book  have  already  been  sold. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

The  Committee. 


In  accordance  with  a  standing  resolution,  action  on  the  change 
of  rubric  in  the  Morning  Service,  as  proposed  by  the  Committee, 
was  deferred  until  the  next  Convention. 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Council,  it  is  important 
that  the  English  Church  Book  Committee  should  be  furnished: 
with  the  literary  material  necessary  to  the  proper  completion  of. 
their  work;  and  that  we  suggest  that  the  expense  of  procuring  such- 
material  should  be  borne  out  of  the  accruing  profits  of  the  Book.; 
and  that  any  books  purchased  for  this  purpose  should  be  placed  in 
the  library  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Philadelphia. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Church  Book  be  authorized 
to  draw  upon  the  publisher  of  the  Sunday  School  Book,  for  such  sum 
as  may  be  needed  to  pay  the  cost  incurred  in  the  preparations  of  th) 
electrotype  plates  of  the  Sunday  School  Book. 

The  report  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole. 
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Treasurer’s  Accounts, 

Report  of  the  Auditing  Committee. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  report  of  S.  Gross  Fry,  Treas¬ 
urer,  report  that  they  have  examined  the  books  and  vouchers,  and 
find  as  follows  : 


IN  THE  GENERAL  TREASURY. 


Amount  received . $  496  38 

“  expended .  150  00 


Balance . $  346  38 

Which,  with  the  balance  from  last  year .  Ill  15 

Makes  the  sum  now  on  hand . ....$  457  53 

IN  THE  FOREIGN  MISSION  FUND. 

Balance  from  last  year . $2,279  50 

Amount  received  during  the  year .  3,869  24  $6,148  74 

Amount  expended  “  “  .  3,879  24 


Leaving  balance  on  hand . $2,269  50 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  G.  Moser,  Henry  Martin, 

Lewis  L.  Houpt,  W.  A.  Schmitthenner, 

W.  W.  Wattles,  Committee. 

Erie,  Pa.,  October  17th,  1873. 

Received  and  adopted. 

Rev.  J.  K.  Melhorn  was  excused  from  further  attendance,  and 
Rev.  J.  A.  Kunkelman  and  Mr.  H,  Vandersmissen  were  excused 
after  the  afternoon  session. 

Communication  from  the  General  Synod . 

The  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  this  communication  was 
referred,  was  read. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  S.  Wagenhals. 
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Ninth  Session. 

Tuesday,  October  21,  2  P.  M. 

The  devotional  service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  S.  Fritschel. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  order  appointed  for  the  afternoon  was  taken  up. 

Home  Missions. 

Report  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

In  presenting  their  fifth  annual  report,  the  Executive  Committee  on 
Home  Missions  do  not  deem  it  necessary  again  to  enlarge  upon  the 
principles  of  our  mission  system,  as  they  are  contained  in  the  rules  and 
regulations  adopted  by  the  General  Council,  for  the  carrying  on  of 
our  Home  Missionary  operations.  These  have  been  so  fully  developed 
in  previous  reports,  both  as  regards  the  general  work  and  that  of  the 
District  Synods,  that  we  need  only  refer  to  the  printed  minutes  of  the 
Council,  in  order  that  every  one  may  understand  our  exact  position, 
the  sphere  of  our  operations,  and  the  duties  which  devolve  upon  us,  by 
virtue  of  our  election. 

Nor  need  we  multiply  words,  to  show  that  the  work  which  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Council  proposes  to  accomplish,  through  the  Executive  Committee 
on  Missions,  can  never  be  done,  unless  by  the  active  co-operation  and 
material  assistance  of  the  District  Synods.  If  for  any  cause  this  be 
withheld,  the  Executive  Committee  can  execute  nothing.  This  has  been 
shown  so  repeatedly,  and  with  all  the  force  of  language  at  our  com¬ 
mand,  that  we  have  nothing  more  to  add.  If  our  present  system  is  to 
continue,  an  entire  change  in  the  conduct  of  the  District  Synods  in  this 
respect,  must  take  place,  or  the  General  Council  must  be  content  to 
see  this  important  arm  of  her  service  a  merely  nominal  thing.  If  a 
want  of  confidence  in  the  judgment  or  capacity  of  the  Committee  is 
the  reason  why  this  necessary  co-operation  is  withheld,  it  becomes  the 
sacred  duty  of  the  General  Council  at  this  Convention,  to  elect  an¬ 
other  Committee.  The  interests  at  stake  are  too  precious,  and  the  con¬ 
sequences  of  inefficiency  too  ruinous,  to  suffer  the  existing  state  of 
things  to  continue  longer,  without  the  most  earnest  efforts  to  effect  a 
radical  change. 

The  direct  work  of  the  Executive  Committee  during  the  past  year, 
may  be  briefly  detailed  in  the  following  summary.  If  the  results  ac¬ 
complished  appear  small,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  at  our  Convention 
last  year  the  treasury  of  the  Committee  was  not  only  without  a  cent, 
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but  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  $1,490.30.  The  Committee  have  done 
what  they  could,  by  letter  and  otherwise,  to  induce  those  Synods 
which  had  promised  aid  to  make  good  their  promise  and  relieve  us  of 
this  incumbrance,  but  we  regret  to  say,  without  any  success.  Under 
thesfe  circumstances,  it  was  impossible  to  undertake  new  missions  or  re¬ 
spond  to  the  call  for  help  which  came  to  us  from  various  quarters. 
This  has  been  a  cause  of  continual  sorrow,  for  some  of  these  fields 
were  “  white  unto  the  harvest,”  and  the  ripened  grain  could  not  be 
gathered  for  want  of  laborers. 

1.  The  Rev.  Frank  Richards  continued  in  charge  of  the  “Church 
of  Mercy”  in  Chicago,  until  the  first  of  October,  when,  owing  to  con¬ 
tinued  illness  in  his  family,  his  resignation  was  tendered  and  accepted 
by  the  Committee.  During  the  first  and  second  quarters  of  the  year, 
the  progress  of  the  Mission  was  quite  encouraging.  The  building  re. 
ferred  to  in  our  last  report  was  removed  to  the  church  lot,  and  re¬ 
modelled  and  furnished  with  pews,  pulpit,  altar,  &c.,  for  services. 
Most  of  the  members  of  the  old  congregation  yet  remaining  in  the 
city  returned,  and  the  attendance  was  constantly  increasing.  The  Sunday 
School  was  reorganized,  and  in  addition  a  Mission  School  was  com¬ 
menced  in  the  town  of  Lake  View,  one  of  the  suburbs  of  the  city.  In 
the  midst  of  these  encouraging  tokens  a  distressing  affliction  occurred 
in  the  family  of  the  Missionary,  followed  by  the  long  continued  sick¬ 
ness  of  one  of  his  household,  and  involving  his  frequent  absence  and 
the  unavoidable  interruption  of  pastoral  labors  in  his  charge.  Owing 
to  this  condition  of  things  in  connection  with  the  stringency  of  the 
money  market,  it  was  not  possible  to  go  abroad  and  continue  the  col¬ 
lections  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  on  the  church  lot.  The  princi¬ 
pal  remaining  unpaid  is  $5,750,  in  notes  bearing  8  and  10  per  cent, 
interest.  The  title  of  the  property  is  in  the  Lutheran  Mission  and 
Church  Extension  Society.  The  location  of  the  lot  is  on  one  of  the 
best  streets  on  the  north  side,  and  can  be  reached  with  ease  from  all 
portions  of  the  city. 

Since  the  resignation  of  Brother  Richards  circumstances  have  oc¬ 
curred  which  make  it  exceedingly  important  that  an  able  and  earnest 
laborer  be  secured  for  this  Mission  with  the  least  possible  delay.  To 
supply  the  vacancy  in  the  meantime,  the  Committee  have  elected  the 
Rev.  IT.  Reck,  Professor  at  Augustana  College,  Paxton,  Ill,  and  the 
church  is  now  faithfully  served  from  that  place.  This  arrangement  is 
designed  to  be  only  a  provisional  one,  as  the  condition  of  the  Mission 
and  the  great  interests  at  stake  require  the  presence  of  a  laborer  on  the 
ground.  The  Committee  are  in  correspondence  with  a  brother  who 
has  special  qualifications  for  the  position,  and  are  happy  to  announce 
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that  he  has  consented  to  spend  several  weeks  in  Chicago,  and  give  the 
proposition  of  the  Committee  a  prayerful  and  conscientious  considera¬ 
tion. 

2.  Shortly  after  our  last  Convention,  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
was  directed  by  the  President  of  the  English  District  Synod  of  Ohio, 
to  the  city  of  Columbus,  the  vacant  English  Lutheran  Congregation 
of  which  had  made  application  to  that  body  for  admission,  and  for  a 
suitable  pastor.  In  accordance  with  this  request,  the  Committee  desig¬ 
nated  one  of  their  number  to  visit  Columbus,  spend  a  Sunday  with  the 
congregation,  and  ascertain  all  the  facts  in  the  case.  The  result  was, 
that  after  an  extended  correspondence  a  suitable  person  was  recom¬ 
mended  as  pastor.  After  a  visit  to  the  congregation  a  call  was  duly 
given  him,  but  to  the  great  regret  of  the  Committee  and  congregation, 
this  was  declined.  A  similar  call  to  another  brother  was  likewise  de¬ 
clined.  After  many  delays,  we  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  state  that 
the  congregation  have  secured  the  services  of  the  Rev.  II.  Peters,  of  the 
Philadelphia  Seminary,  to  whom,  of  their  own  accord,  they  extended 
a  unanimous  call.  Brother  Peters  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office 
on  the  first  Sunday  of  October,  and  was  received  by  the  people  with 
unaffected  joy.  There  is  no  lack  of  material  for  the  building  up  of 
several  English  Lutheran  churches  in  this  populous  city,  and  the  active 
co-operation  of  the  English  District  Synod  of  Ohio  with  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  the  General  Council,  is  pledged  to  this  important 
undertaking.  The  congregation  own  a  respectable  brick  chapel  in  a 
good  location,  though  a  considerable  debt  yet  rests  upon  it,  which  we 
are  happy  to  say,  is  being  regularly  liquidated.  The  number  of  com¬ 
municants  is  upwards  of  fifty,  with  an  interesting  class  of  catechumens 
preparing  for  confirmation.  The  Sunday  School  has  greatly  increased, 
and  promises  to  be  a  nursery  for  the  Church. 

3.  At  our  last  Convention,  the  Mission  in  Yandalia,  Illinois,  had 
become  vacant  by  the  removal  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Smith,  to  Alliance,  Ohio? 
and  remained  so  until  the  month  of  January  last,  when  the  Rev.  J. 
IT.  ITunton  was  elected  pastor,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this 
Mission.  During  the  nine  months  since  then,  there  has  been  an  en¬ 
couraging  progress  in  the  church  which  promises  much  for  the  future- 
A  comfortable  parsonage  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  $2,100,  all  of 
which  is  paid  but  $200.  An  accession  of  six  persons  was  made  to  the 
number  of  communicants,  though  the  congregation  has  suffered  con¬ 
siderably  by  removals.  The  Sunday  School,  of  which  Mr.  G.  H. 
Dieckman  is  Superintendent,  numbers  one  hundred  and  thirty  pupils 
and  teachers,  and  is  an  efficient  aid  to  the  church.  The  attendance 
continues  to  be  encouraging,  and  though  the  membership  reported  is 


40 


Erie,  Pa.] 

only  fifty-seven,  there  is  a  good  prospect  for  the  gradual  growth  of  the 
congregation  and  its  speedy  establishment  as  a  self-sustaining  church. 

4.  The  failure  of  the  congregation  of  St.  John’s  English  Lutheran 
Church,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  to  obtain  a  Pastor,  after  nearly  a  year  of 
vacancy  and  the  discouragement  which  followed,  induced  the  creditors 
to  press  their  claims,  and  the  church  property  was  advertised  to  be 
sold  by  the  sheriff.  In  this  sad  emergency  letters  were  addressed  to 
the  Home  Mission  Committee,  but  as  the  time  was  too  short  to  call 
them  together,  the  chairman  immediately  proceeded  to  Dayton,  met  the 
congregation,  and  preaching  for  them,  encouraged  them  to  raise  the 
$600  of  interest  in  arrear,  and  in  addition,  the  sum  needed  to  renovate 
and  repaint  their  chapel.  By  means  of  a  new  loan,  procured  for  them 
in  Pittsburgh  for  a  period  of  years,  the  property  was  withdrawn  from 
sale,  and  this  disaster  was  happily  averted. 

Immediately  after,  by  the  advice  of  the  members  of  the  Committee, 
the  Bev.  A.  F.  Siebert,  from  the  Seminary  in  Philadelphia,  supplied  the 
pulpit  for  several  Sundays,  and  was  unanimously  elected  their  Pastor. 
Brother  Siebert  has  since  then  been  installed  by  a  Committee  of  the 
English  District  Synod  of  Ohio,  and  is  laboring  with  much  encourage¬ 
ment  in  this  hopeful  field.  In  this  service  by  the  Committee,  there  was 
no  outlay  of  Mission  funds,  and  we  are  happy  to  add,  that  instead  of 
having  to  make  an  appropriation,  by  the  energy  of  the  congregation, 
and  the  self-denial  of  the  Pastor,  for  the  present,  an  appropriation  is 
not  expected  or  asked.  A  wide  door  and  effectual  is  opened  to  our 
young  brother,  and  recognizing  his  call  to  enter  in,  as  from  the  Lord , 
lie  has  done  so  in  cheerful  reliance  on  the  Divine  aid,  and  is  laboring 
with  gratifying  success. 

5.  The  German  settlement  at  the  Wartburg,  in  Morgan  County, 
Tennessee,  long  the  scene  of  Prof.  Wilken’s  labors,  and  latterly  supplied 
once  a  quarter  from  Knoxville,  through  the  co-operation  of  Pastor 
Heckel,  at  last  obtained  a  minister  in  the  person  of  Eev.  Mr.  Hirsch- 
man,  of  the  Iowa  Synod.  Owing  to  the  vacancy  of  this  church  during 
many  years,  the  congregation  had  become  greatly  demoralized,  and 
after  his  arrival  the  prospects  were  gloomy  in  the  extreme.  Sickneis, 
death,  and  suffering  for  the  very  necessaries  of  life,  came  upon  the 
household  of  the  faithful  Pastor,  in  rapid  succession.  But  he  re¬ 
mained  at  his  post,  and  the  Committee  learning  of  his  fidelity,  made  an 
appropriation  for  the  quarter  preceding  October  1st,  in  the  hope  that 
they  would  be  enabled  after  this  meeting  to  continue  to  render  some 
aid.  The  $50  remitted  "were  received  with  the  liveliest  gratitude,  as 
from  the  hand  of  God,  and  the  Missionary  has  since  then  reorganized 
the  church  with  every  prospect  of  a  successful  future. 
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6.  For  nearly  two  years  past  the  Rev.  C.  Witmer,  residing  at  Wil¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  has  with  great  self-denial,  and  no  small  exertion,  statedly 
preached  to  a  small  company  of  English  Lutherans  from  the  East,  re¬ 
siding  in  Davenport.  Through  his  efforts  a  church  has  been  organized 
and  elders  and  deacons  elected.  A  lot  has  likewise  been  purchased, 
and  measures  have  been  adopted  to  erect  a  chapel  at  an  early  day.  The 
importance  of  this  city  as  a  Mission  field,  having  been  brought  to  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Mission  Committee,  it  was  resolved,  in  reliance  on  the 
Divine  aid,  to  commence  an  English  Mission  in  Davenport,  and  the 
sum  of  $500  was  appropriated  to  the  support  of  a  Missionary.  The 
Committee  are  anxiously  looking  to  God  for  a  suitable  laborer  for  this 
important  field,  which  is  so  full  of  promise,  if  occupied  without  delay. 
F rom  various  directions  in  Iowa,  calls  are  being  addressed  to  our  Mis¬ 
sion  Committee.  Heretofore  a  centre  of  operations  has  been  greatly 
needed,  and  could  this  want  be  supplied  by  the  establishment  of  a  liv¬ 
ing  church  in  this  flourishing  city,  the  day  of  deliverance  to  many  of 
our  scattered  people  would  soon  follow. 

7.  The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Lutheran  Emigrant  House  Associa¬ 
tion  of  New  York,  having  adopted  the  recommendation  of  the  General 
Council  at  its  Convention  in  Akron,  and  altered  their  By-Laws  so  that 
they  now  require  that  the  missionary  or  missionaries  whom  they  elect  be 
confirmed  by  the  Mission  Commitee  of  the  General  Council,  their  Sec¬ 
retary,  Mr.  Hauff,  under  date  of  August  22d,  notified  the  Committee 
that  they  had  unanimously  chosen  the  Rev.  Mr.  Berkemeyer  to  the  re¬ 
sponsible  position  of  Chaplain  and  Missionary  in  the  Emigrantenhaus. 
This  election  was  unanimously  confirmed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Mission  Committee,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  was 
duly  notified  of  our  hearty  concurrence  in  the  selection  which  has  been 
made. 

The  following  brief  review  of  the  Mission  work  of  the  different 
Synods  in  connection  with  the  Council,  will  show  that  an  increasing 
interest  is  being  taken  in  this  important  subject,  and  that  the  Mission 
Committees  of  the  District  Synods  are  working  efficiently  in  their  dif¬ 
ferent  fields. 

THE  PENNSYLVANIA  SYNOD. 

During  the  year  ending  with  Trinity  Sunday,  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  of  this  Synod  had  under  its  care  sixteen  Missions,  and  the  Board 
of  City  Missions  in  Philadelphia  six  more,  making  a  total  of  twenty-two. 
The  number  of  churches  and  stations  thus  supplied  with  the  Word  and 
the  Sacraments  is  upwards  of  fifty,  and  but  for  such  supervision  and 
relief,  not  a  few  of  them  would  have  become  extinct.  Three  new  Mis- 
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sions,  viz.,  St.  John’s  at  Wilkesbarre,  Ly  ken’s  Valley,  and  one  near 
Honesdale,  were  formed  during  the  year.  Two  of  those  assisted  last 
year,  viz.,  Shenandoah  City,  and  St.  Peter’s  at  Scranton,  have  become 
self-supporting.  The  brethren  who  have  labored  on  the  missions  are 
Rev.  R.  S.  Wagner,  Doylestown;  Rev.  A.  0.  Engel,  Norristown ;  Rev. 
J.  H.  Schmidt,  White  Haven ;  Rev.  J.  Leonberger,  Riverside  and 
Millville,  N.  J. ;  Rev.  J.  Voss,  Germania;  Rev.  G.  H.  Trabert,  Ephrata ; 
Rev.  A.  H.  Bartholomew,  Trenton,  N.  J. ;  Rev.  F.  K.  Huntzinger,  St. 
Luke’s,  Reading;  Rev.  C.  F.  Weber,  Jersey  Shore;  Rev.  H.  S.  Miller, 
Phoenixville;  Rev.  J.  Gruhler,  Shenandoah  City;  Rev.  F.  Buermeyer, 
Wilkesbarre  ;  Rev.  J.  F.  Wilken,  Narrowsburg,  N.  Y.;  Rev.  Dr.  Som¬ 
mer,  Pittston ;  Rev.  M.  B.  Lenker,  Lykens ;  Rev.  G.  D.  Foust,  St.  Pe¬ 
ter’s,  Philadelphia ;  Rev.  B.  IT.  Hunt,  St.  Stephen’s,  Philadelphia ; 
Rev.  E.  T.  Horn,  Christ’s  Church,  Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia ;  Rev. 
Rev.  W.  K.  Frick,  St.  Paul’s,  Philadelphia;  Rev.  A.  T.  Geissenhainer, 
Germantown  and  Rising  Sun,  Philadelphia  ;  Rev.  C.  F.  Welden,  St. 
Peter’s,  West  Philadelphia. 

The  total  of  outlays  in  carrying  on  these  missions,  under  the  supervis¬ 
ion  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  the  Philadelphia  City  Board,  was 
$5,596.41,  but  the  spiritual  results  attained  are  not  to  be  reckoned  by 
dollars  and  cents.  Perhaps  never  before,  in  the  history  of  this  Synod, 
has  so  much  work  been  successfully  done  in  the  cities  and  large  towns 
of  the  Synod.  A  neat  chapel  has  been  erected  by  the  St.  Peter’s  Ger¬ 
man  Lutheran  Church  of  Rev.  C.  F.  Welden,  in  West  Philadelphia. 
After  a  succession  of  difficulties  and  the  loss  of  their  first  chapel  by 
fire,  another  lot  has  been  purchased  and  a  neat  church  edifice  erected 
in  Trenton,  N.  J.,  by  the  English  Lutheran  congregation  of  Rev.  A.  H. 
Bartholomew.  At  Norristown,  Pa.,  a  substantial  brick  church  has 
been  erected  by  the  mission  congregation  of  Rev.  A.  O.  Engel,  and  at 
Phoenixville,  the  Rev.  Father  Miller,  despite  the  infirmities  of  age, 
has  succeeded  in  completing  a  beautiful  house  of  worship  for  the  newly 
organized  German  congregation.  The  new  English  organizations  of 
St.  John’s  at  Wilkesbarre,  under  Rev.  F.  Buermeyer,  and  St.  Paul’s, 
Philadelphia,  of  which  Rev.  W.  K.  Frick  is  pastor,  indicate  progress 
in  important  and  hopeful  fields.  The  aid  furnished  to  a  number  of 
struggling  churches  and  charges,  is  greatly  assisting  them  in  the  days 
of  their  weakness,  and  one  after  another  of  the  pastorates  thus  aided  is 
passing  over  to  the  condition  of  self-sustaining  charges.  In  this  re¬ 
spect,  the  effect  of  missionary  aid  during  the  past  year  has  been  very 
important,  as  a  perusal  of  the  report  of  the  Mission  Committee  shows 
that  the  number  of  communicants  in  many  of  the  congregations  under 
the  stated  preaching  of  the  Divine  word,  has  largely  increased,  while 
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large  numbers  of  neglected  youth  have  been  gathered  into  the  Sunday 
schools  and  catechetical  classes. 

In  addition  to  the  support  of  these  missions,  the  sum  of  $1200  was 
appropriated  to  the  Home  Missions  of  the  General  Council,  and  $250 
to  the  Castle  Garden  Mission  at  New  York. 

THE  NEW  YORK  MINISTERIUM. 

The  report  furnished  us  by  the  Secretaries  contains  only  very  brief 
notices  of  the  missions  of  this  body.  From  it  we,  however,  learn  that 
ten  Pastors  were  assisted  on  the  missions  during  the  whole  or  parts  of 
last  year,  viz.,  Rev.  R.  Hill,  English  Lutheran  Church,  Rochester, 
New  York;  Rev.  L.  H.  Gerndt,  Second  German  Lutheran  Church, 
Utica,  New  York;  Rev.  R.  Hoeck,  German  Lutheran  Church,  Hudson 
City,  New  Jersey;  Rev.  B,  Cunz,  Port  Chester,  New  York;  Rev.  U. 
Berner,  Bleeker,  New  York;  Rev.  Messrs.  Maas  and  Goessling,  Troy, 
New  York;  Rev.  C.  R.  Gerndt,  Webster, New  York; Rev.  J.  Peterson, 
Boonville,N.  Y.;  Rev.  W.  Berkemeyer,  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  Y.  The  labors 
of  these  brethren  appear  to  have  been  attended  with  a  good  degree  of 
success.  In  Rochester,  the  English  Mission  Church  of  Rev.  R.  Hill 
was  completed  and  consecrated  to  the  service  of  Christ,  and  the  growth 
of  the  congregation  has  since  been  very  encouraging.  In  Hudson  City, 
a  German  Lutheran  Church  has  been  erected  and  was  likewise  dedi¬ 
cated.  At  several  other  places,  the  increase  of  the  congregations  has 
been  of  such  a  character  as  to  require  no  further  aid,  while  at  others 
the  churches  are  steadily  increasing.  For  the  support  of  the  mission¬ 
aries,  the  sum  of  $1,553.85  was  paid — a  very  small  sum,  considering 
the  vast  and  destitute  field  embraced  in  the  State  of  New  York. 
From  reliable  statistics,  it  is  known  that  a  nominally  German  Lutheran 
population  of  upwards  of  200,000  souls,  in  the  State  and  City  of  New 
York,  are  living  outside  of  all  Church  connection  and  influence.  While 
among  these  tens  of  thousands  are  found  very  many  who  have  long 
since  given  up  all  historical  faith,  there  are  yet  many  thousands  of 
others  who  could  be  reached  by  an  earnest  Lutheran  ministry.  In  the 
first  years  of  their  labors,  however,  they  must  receive  aid  from  the 
Church  elsewhere,  and  in  due  season  the  congregations  thus  gathered 
will  assist  in  the  establishment  of  others.  A  more  hopeful  field  for  the 
Church  work  among  her  emigrant  population  is  nowhere  to  be  found 
than  in  and  around  New  York  City,  and  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
great  work,  we  invoke  upon  our  brethren  of  the  New  York  Ministerium 
the  special  grace  of  the  Lord. 

We  regret  that  nothing  has  as  yet  been  paid  over  for  the  missions  of 
the  General  Council,  although  the  Synod,  by  distinct  resolution,  re. 
solved  that  it  should  be  done. 
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THE  PITTSBURGH  SYNOD. 

In  this  Synod,  the  missionary  field  is  rapidly  increasing,  owing  to 
the  great  development  of  the  coal,  oil  and  lumber  interests,  and  the 
number  of  railroads  which  are  being  built  in  all  directions.  During 
the  past  year,  there  have  beeu  fourteen  distinct  missions,  viz.,  East  Liver¬ 
pool,  South  Pittsburgh,  Oil  Creek  and  Corry,  Tidioute,  Monongahela, 
Allegheny  Valley,  Kittanning,  Butler,  Franklin,  New  Lebanon,  West 
Virginia,  Rochester  and  Beaver  Falls,  Ten  Mile,  and  North  East  Mis¬ 
sion.  Some  of  these  are  exclusively  German,  others  English  only, 
while  in  several  the  services  are  in  both  languages.  To  these,  two  new 
missions  have  recently  been  added,  one  in  Trenton,  Ohio,  and  a  Ger¬ 
man  Mission  in  Erie,  Pa.  Two  church  edifices  were  consecrated  during 
the  past  year,  one  in  East  Liberty  (Pittsburgh),  and  the  other  in  Kit¬ 
tanning,  both  being  neat  and  substantial  brick  structures.  The  corner¬ 
stone  of  another  church  was  laid  in  Ridgway,  the  seat  of  justice  for 
Elk  county,  Pa.,  where  a  congregation  was  formed.  A  new  congre¬ 
gation  was  also  organized  at  Natrona,  near  Tarentum,  and  a  parsonage 
erected  at  Greenock,  on  the  Monongahela  Mission.  The  increase  of  the 
35  or  40  mission  churches  by  confirmation,  baptism  and  restoration, 
has  been  very  encouraging,  and  the  Synod  realizes  as  never  before, 
that  every  station  now  occupied  must  be  retained,  and  that  by  such  a 
course,  the  surest  steps  are  taken  to  labor  successfully  in  the  regions  be¬ 
yond. 

The  amount  expended  for  missions  excluding  the  $600  appropriated 
to  the  missions  of  the  General  Council,  is  upwards  of  $3,000. 

THE  ENGLISH  DISTRICT  SYNOD  OF  OHIO. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  last  Convention  of  this  body,  it  is  evident, 
not  only  that  a  wide  field  of  missionary  labor  is  opening  up  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  but  also  that  the  Synod  is  addressing  herself,  as  never 
before,  to  the  great  work  which  the  Lord  has  given  her  to  do.  The 
missions  at  Zanesville  and  Alliance,  under  the  care  of  Revs.  W.  P. 
Ruthrauff  and  J.  L.  Smith,  have  received  the  vigorous  support  of  the 
Synod  with  gratifying  results  of  their  labors.  At  the  latter,  a  congre¬ 
gation  of  22  members  has  been  organized,  which  has  since  been  in¬ 
creased  to  56,  and  a  neat  church  edifice  has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$6,000.  The  Coshocton  Mission  has  been  united,  for  the  present,  with 
the  Adamsville  pastorate.  A  new  mission  has  been  formed  in  Van  Wert 
county,  and  a  laborer,  Rev.  Mr.  Snyder,  procured  for  it.  The  Synod 
likewise  made  an  appropriation  to  the  Columbus  Mission,  in  the  ex¬ 
pectation  that  the  Mission  Committee  of  the  General  Council  would 
also  aid  in  this  undertaking.  The  sum  total  of  outlay  for  the  support 
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of  the  missions  during  the  past  year  was  $1,234.66,  while  the  appropria- 
tions  for  the  coming  year  amount  to  $1,370.00. 

THE  MICHIGAN  SYNOD. 

The  reports  of  the  two  missionaries,  assisted  by  this  Synod,  indicate 
the  great  difficulties  which  attend  the  work  of  Church  extension  among 
the  scattered  and  long  neglected  emigrant  population  of  the  peninsular 
State.  The  Rev.  J.  L.  Raw,  who  has  labored  successfully  on  the  Green¬ 
wood  Mission  in  St.  Clair  county,  during  the  past  year,  organized  a 
German  Lutheran  Church  in  the  city  of  Flint,  and  has  had  the 
usual  experience  of  many  of  our  pastors — first,  success,  and  then 
struggle,  and  then  seeming  overthrow.  The  unbelieving  elements, 
in  connection  with  the  Lodge  influences,  for  the  time  being  obtained 
the  majority — but  the  missionary  is  going  forward  with  the  minority, 
who  are  true  to  Christ  and  to  his  Church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Boehner,  at 
Reed  City  and  vicinity,  seems  to  have  a  more  cheerful  experience,  but 
there  also  the  sifting  process  will  be  sure  to  come.  Smaller  appropria¬ 
tions  have  been  made  to  different  pastors,  out  of  the  mission  treasury, 
and  the  interest  in  this  most  important  cause  is  growing  in  the  older 
churches  of  the  Synod.  The  sacrifices  of  their  early  pastors  in  this 
behalf  should  not  be  forgotten,  but  on  the  contrary,  should  be  repaid 
with  nterest,  to  enable  the  Synod  to  visit  and  seek  out  the  thousands 
of  scattered  Germans  in  the  State,  who  are  as  sheep  without  a  shep¬ 
herd. 

THE  SWEDISH  AUGUSTANA  SYNOD. 

\ 

The  missionary  labors  of  this  Synod  during  the  past  year  have  been, 
as  during  the  previous  one,  only  yet  more  abundant.  President  Swen¬ 
son,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,,  sends  an  interesting  re¬ 
port,  from  which  we  make  the  following  extracts  :  “We  are  still  la¬ 
boring  heavily  under  the  depressing  influence  of  a  lack  of  a  larger 
number  of  competent  laborers  and  more  plenteous  pecuniary  means. 
With  profound  gratitude  to  God,  we  record  the  addition  to  our  work¬ 
ing  force  of  ten  young  pastors  who  were  ordained  at  our  last  Synodical 
meeting,  but  we  remain  in  want  of  double  that  number,  merely  to  sup¬ 
ply  our  vacant  congregations,  as  their  importance  demands,  while  on 
every  side  thousands  of  our  people,  not  yet  gathered  into  churches,  are 
as  sheep  without  a  shepherd. 

“  I  rejoice  in  being  able  truthfully  to  state,  that  our  mission  interests 
have  been  attended  to,  by  our  Executive  Committee  and  the  Conferences 
of  Synod,  with  all  zealousness  and  Christian  love,  and  with  the  visible 
blessing  of  God.  Thus  the  ministerial  duties  within  the  vacant  con¬ 
gregations  and  mission  fields  at  large,  have  been  supplied  to  the  best 
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of  our  ability,  by  the  monthly  visits  of  the  settled  pastors,  who,  I  am 
happy  to  say,  have  cheerfully  undertaken  this  laborious  service,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  their  own  pastoral  charge.  In  this  way,  not  less  than  24 
ministers,  each  of  whom  had  his  own  charge,  during  the  past  year, 
made  from  four  to  seven  weeks  of  mission  tours,  preaching  the  Word 
and  dispensing  the  Sacraments  among  the  spiritually  destitute.  One 
of  these  labored  for  three  months  in  Kansas,  where  we  have  many  large 
and  vacant  settlements.  I  regret  to  say,  that  our  earnest  travelling 
missionary,  Kev.  S.  P.  A.  Lindahl,  lias  not  been  able  to  labor  as  here¬ 
tofore,  owing  to  his  acceptance  of  the  position  of  assistant  Pastor  to 
Bro.  Carlson  in  Chicago ;  and  although  it  has  been  the  anxious  desire 
of  the  Committee  to  procure  a  well  qualified  person  for  this  important 
position,  we  have  thus  far  been  unable  to  find  a  suitable  successor. 

“  In  addition  to  the  supply  of  our  many  vacant  churches,  we  grate¬ 
fully  record  the  fact,  that  no  less  than  26  new  congregations  have  been 
organized  during  the  past  year,  all  of  which  united  with  our  Synod 
at  its  last  Convention.  Many  of  them  are  in  the  new  States  and  Ter¬ 
ritories  and  occupy  important  positions  for  the  future  of  the  Church. 
A  number  of  others  are  in  Western  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  in 
certain  localities  of  which  the  Swedish  population  is  gradually  settling. 

“  The  amount  paid  out  by  the  Committee  and  the  Conference  for  mis¬ 
sionary  labor  during  the  past  year  was  $3,785.40.  This  sum,  I  regret 
to  say,  does  not  suffice,  as  our  expenses  are  rapidly  increasing,  and  as 
our  mission  field  is  extending  into  the  new  States  and  Territories  of 
the  West.” 

We  again  express  the  hope,  that  God  would  graciously  incline  the 
hearts  of  some  friends  of  missions,  to  furnish  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  General  Council  with  the  means  to  appropriate  $1,000  to  the 
Augustana  Synod,  that  they  might  employ  one  or  more  missionaries  in 
the  far  Western  States.  The  Scandinavian  population  is  rapidly  ex¬ 
tending  in  these  future  seats  of  population  and  power,  and  no  time 
should  be  lost  to  create  centres  of  Christian  work  and  influence  at 
various  important  cities  where  they  are  now  obtaining  a  foothold. 

THE  CANADA  SYNOD. 

The  Mission  work  in  the  Province  of  Ontario,  which  met  with  a 
distressing  check  two  years  ago,  by  the  disorderly  secession  of  a 
number  of  young  ministers  from  Hermannsburg,  is  happily  once  more 
in  an  encouraging  condition.  The  important  Mission  on  the  Upper 
Ottowa  which  had  been  rent  from  the  Synod,  has  in  great  part 
been  restored  to  its  former  connection,  and  the  Kev.  Pastor  Dubiel 
has  been  sent  to  their  relief.  The  Morrison  Mission,  consisting  of  three 
congregations  in  the  wilderness  of  Muscoca,  north  of  Lake  Simcoe, 
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lias  also  been  supplied  with  a  Pastor.  The  Mission  embracing  New 
Dundee,  Platteville,  Strasburg,  Ac.,  has  been  provided  with  a  laborer 
in  the  person  of  Pastor  Popper.  The  Egmondville  Mission  District 
is  supplied  by  the  Rev.  Pastor  Brockrodt.  A  new  Mission  has  been 
organized  in  the  townships  of  Denbigh  and  Sebastopol,  and  the  old 
Mission  churches  at  Toronto  and  Hamilton,  with  their  slowly  increas¬ 
ing  German  population,  are  faithfully  served  by  Pastors  Jelden  and 
Schimmel.  All  these  Missions  are  among  the  European  Germans  who 
are  rapidly  settling  upon  the  cheap  and  fruitful  lands  of  this  Province, 
and  the  various  congregations  and  churches  which  are  springing  up 
on  every  side,  under  the  labors  of  our  brethren,  are  the  best  evidence 
that  their  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  During  the  past  year,  the 
sum  of  $800  contributed  by  these  feeble  churches  has  been  expended 
in  the  Missionary  work  of  the  Synod,  and  they  have  asked  the  Mission 
Committee  of  the  General  Council  for  an  appropriation  of  $300  addi¬ 
tional,  so  that  they  may  extend  their  labor  into  the  many  inviting  fields 
in  the  new  counties  from  which  loud  and  earnest  calls  come  to  them 
for  aid.  With  a  heavy  heart,  the  Committee  have  been  compelled,  by 
the  want  of  means,  to  deny  this  reasonable  request,  until  they  are  put 
in  possession  of  the  necessary  means  to  extend  their  labor  in  this  direc¬ 
tion. 

THE  TEXAS  SYNOD. 

It  is  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  cause  of  Christ  and  to  the 
future  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  Texas,  that  the  missionary  organiza¬ 
tion  of  our  brethren  in  this  State  should  be  strengthened,  and  that  an 
appropriation  should  be  made  by  the  Mission  Committee  of  the  General 
Council,  which  would  enable  the  Synod  to  keep  in  the  field  an  ener¬ 
getic  travelling  missionary.  The  want  of  such  a  laborer  is  painfully 
felt,  and  in  consequence,  many  important  settlements  are  neglected  or 
overlooked,  until  the  German  population  is  hopelessly  divided  by  sec¬ 
tarians  and  erro rists.  We  beg  the  Church,  in  connection  with  the 
General  Council,  to  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Committee  in  securing  this 
important  end.  The  small  sum  of  $500  annually,  would,  under  God, 
do  great  things  in  saving  many  of  the  scattered  sheep  of  the  Lord’s 
Hock,  and  in  organizing  into  congregations  and  pastorates  the  neg¬ 
lected  members  of  our  Communion. 

THE  INDIANA  SYNOD. 

This  young  Synod,  on  its  organization,  selected  the  Rev.  hi.  J. 
Stirewalt  as  its  Synodical  Missionary,  with  instructions  to  supply 
the  many  vacant  churches  of  the  Synod  with  preaching,  and  to 
obtain  for  them  suitable  Pastors.  By  the  good  hand  of  God  upon 
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him,  this  has  been  done  to  an  encouraging  extent,  although  the 
destitutions  are  yet  many  and  most  distressing.  The  Cory  don,  Co¬ 
lumbus,  Newberry  and  Nashville  Missions  are  reported  as  unsup¬ 
plied,  and  besides  these  there  are  small  congregations  and  parts  of 
charges  in  different  counties,  which  are  without  stated  services,  and 
must  remain  so,  unless  laborers  can  be  procured.  But  from  the  spirit 
manifested  by  the  Mission  Committee,  and  indeed,  by  the  entire  Synod, 
we  are  assured  that  every  interest,  however  unpromising  at  the  moment, 
will  be  conscientiously  looked  after,  as  God  gives  strength  and  means  to 
supply  them.  The  whole  State  of  Indiana  is  a  wide  mission  field. 
Tens  of  thousands  of  our  people  from  the  East  and  from  the  Old 
World  are  scattered  over  its  entire  extent.  It  will  require  time,  toil, 
energy  and  great  system  and  perseverance  to  cultivate  these  long  neg¬ 
lected  fields,  but  with  the  good  beginning  made,  we  look  for  the  most 
gratifying  results. 

CONCLUSION. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  brief  review,  that  upwards  of  $15,000  have 
been  expended  during  the  past  year  for  Domestic  Missions, by  the  Synods 
in  connection  with  the  General  Council.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say, 
that  this  is  not  more  than  one-jifth  the  amount  which  the  ability  of  the 
Church  possesses,  and  the  wants  of  the  Church  require.  The  materials 
for  organizing  and  building  up  hundreds  of  congregations,  abound  to 
an  extent,  which  few,  unacquainted  with  the  field  of  the  Lutheran 
Church  in  the  Middle  and  Northern  States,  have  any  idea  of.  It  is 
true,  a  want,  even  greater  than  money,  is  the  want  of  suitable  laborers, 
and  that  this  meets  us  at  every  step  of  progress  in  the  mission  work. 
But  our  churches  must  learn,  that  even  with  energetic  missionaries 
there  must  be  means  to  sustain  them  during  the  early  years  of  their 
labor  in  new  and  expensive  fields.  All  should  realize  the  need  of 
such  missionary  aid,  and  that  without  it,  the  disintegration  and  ulti¬ 
mate  loss  to  the  Church  must  become  increasingly  great  and  distressing. 
In  our  last  report,  we  suggested  that  “  the  small  sum  of  fifty  cents  con¬ 
tributed  annually  for  missions  by  each  communicant  in  the  churches 
connected  with  the  General  Council,  would  give  $50,000  to  the  Synods 
and  $25,000  to  the  Mission  Committee  of  the  Council  for  the  work  in 
the  new  States  and  Territories.”  Let  this  be  the  aim  of  each  Pastor  and 
Synod  in  the  whole  connection.  It  can  be  done;  it  ought  to  be  done; 
it  must  be  done — if  the  work  given  us  to  do  of  the  Master,  is  to  be 
done  as  He  has  commanded  us. 

The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  recommendation  of  the  Dis- 
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trict  Synod  of  Ohio,  as  embodied  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Minutes  of  District  Synods,  proposing  that  the  entire  Mission 
work  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  General  Council,  came  up  for 
discussion.  (See  p.  31.) 

Pending  its  consideration,  adjourned  to  meet  this  evening  at  7 \ 
o’clock,  to  continue  in  session  until  9J-  o’clock. 

Prayer  by  Rev,  C.  Volz. 


Tenth  Session. 

Tuesday,  Oct.  21,  7J  P.  M. 

The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  H.  E.  Jacobs. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

Home  Missions. 

The  discussion  upon  the  best  mode  of  carrying  on  this  work  was 
resumed.  As  connected  with  it,  and  looking  to  a  reorganization 
of  the  plan  of  Mission  operations,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted  : 

Constitution  for  District  Synods. 

Resolved ,  That  the  preparation  of  a  Constitution  for  Synods  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Constitution  for  Congregations, 
with  instructions  to  consider,  and,  if  in  its  judgment,  feasible  and 
desirable,  to  embody  in  said  Constitution  for  Synods,  the  provision 
for  permanent  presidents  or  superintendents,  to  be  charged  with  the 
supervision  and  visitation  of  all  the  Churches  in  their  several  Synods, 
the  same  also  jointly  to  constitute  the  General  Council’s  Executive 
Committee  of  Domestic  Missions. 

Contributions  to  Mission  Work. 

It  was  also  further 

Resolved ,  That  the  Council  renews  its  request  to  the  District 
Synods,  to  pay  promptly  to  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home 
Missions  the  one-fifth  of  their  contributions  to  the  Home  Mission 
cause. 

Resolved ,  That  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  be 
instructed  to  make  special  appeals  to  the  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  for  means  to  aid  them  in  carrying  on  the  Mission  work. 
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Lutheran  Mission  and  Church  Exteosion  Society. 

Resolved ,  That  the  action  taken  and  statement  made  in  reference 
to  this  Society  at  the  last  Convention  be  reprinted  in  the  minutes, 
together  with  the  proper  form  for  bequests  made  to  it. 

The  following  is  the  minute  found  on  page  49  of  the  minutes 
of  1872: 

Resolved ,  That  the  organization  of  “  The  Lutheran  Mission 
and  Church  Extension  Society”  be  approved,  and  that  it  be  com¬ 
mended  to  the  sympathy  and  cordial  support  of  the  Church. 

ITS  OBJECTS. 

This  Society  is  formed  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  new  enter¬ 
prises  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  by  purchasing  or  taking  charge 
of  property  where  no  organization  exists,  and  by  strengthening  and 
aiding,  wherever  necessity  may  present  itself.  Any  one  may  become 
a  member  by  the  payment  of  ten  dollars  annually.  Bequests  and 
donations  for  the  building  up  of  the  Lutheran  Church  will  be  re¬ 
ceived,  and  faithfully  appropriated  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are 
given.  It  is  chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

ITS  OFFICERS 

are:  President,  S.  Gross  Fry;  Secretary,  W.  H.  Staake,  Esq.; 
Treasurer,  Peter  A.  Keller,  Union  National  Bank,  Third  and  Arch 
streets,  Philadelphia. 

Rev.  H.  W.  Roth,  Peter  P.  Keller  and  D.  M.  Armor  were  ap¬ 
pointed  tellers  to  conduct  the  election  for  the  Executive  Committee 
on  Home  Missions. 

Trustees  of  the  General  Council. 

Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  Thomas  H.  Lane  and  Geo.  H.  Moller  were 
elected  Trustees  of  the  General  Council,  to  serve  three  years,  and 
Rev.  T.  N.  Hasselquist  for  one  year,  in  place  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Sieker. 

German  Church  Paper. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  communication  of  Rev.  S. 
K.  Brobst  was  read. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  H.  O.  Lindeblad. 
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Eleventh  Session. 

Wednesday,  Oct.  22,  9J  A.  M. 

The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  O.  J.  Hatlestad. 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  minutes  read  and  approved. 

The  tellers  reported  the  following  persons  elected  as 

The  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions. 

Revs.  S.  Laird,  E.  Smith,  G.  A.  Wenzel,  W.  A.  Passavant,  J. 
K.  Melhorn,  and  Messrs.  T.  H.  Lane,  A.  Lange,  W.  M.  Hartzell, 
D.  M.  Armor  and  L.  Kim. 

Communication  from  the  General  Synod. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  this  communication,  which  had 
been  read  at  the  close  of  the  Eighth  Session,  now  came  up  in  order. 
The  first  three  resolutions  were  adopted,  when  the  report  was  re¬ 
committed  to  the  Committee  with  instructions  to  make  certain  al¬ 
terations  in  it. 

German  Church  Booh. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  German  Church  Book  was 
read  and  received. 

Adjourned.  Prayer  by  Rev.  C.  F.  W.  Hoppe. 

Twelfth  Session. 

/  Wednesday,  Oct.  22,  2  P.  M. 

The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 

Rev.  T.  N.  Hasselquist,  Rev.  E.  Norelius  and  Hr.  G.  D.  Kugh- 
ler  were  excused  from  further  attendance. 

Communication  from  the  General  Synod. 

The  consideration  of  the  report  on  this  paper  was  resumed.  The 
4th,  5th  and  6th  resolutions  and  the  preamble  were  successively 
adopted,  and  the  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  Committee . 

The  document  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter  from  the  Rev.  Henry  N.  Pohlman,  D.  D. 
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“Albany,  Oct.  11,  1873. 

To  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  Brest,  of  General  Council  of  Evan. 

Luth.  Ch.: 

Rev.  and  Dear  Brother — At  the  26th  Convention  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Synod  of  the  Evan.  Luth.  Church  in  the  U.  S.,  held  at  Canton, 
Ohio,  in  June  last,  the  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  other  ec¬ 
clesiastical  bodies  was  instructed  ‘to  communicate  with  other  Evan. 
Lutheran  Bodies  in  the  U.  S.,  inviting  interchange  of  correspondence 
and  fraternal  greetings  with  the  General  Synod  by  exchange  of 
delegates.’ 

In  obedience  to  said  instructions,  I  hereby  cordially  invite  the  body 
over  which  you  preside  to  such  interchange  of  correspondence. 

Some  of  the  District  Synods  in  connection  with  the  General  Synod 
and  General  Council  have  already  such  correspondence,  as  the  Mary¬ 
land  Synod  with  the  Pennsylvania,  and  the  New  York  and  New  Jer¬ 
sey  Synod  with  the  New  York  Ministerium,  and  I  see  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  be  adopted  by  our  General  Associations. 

If  you  agree  to  this  proposition,  we  will  appoint  a  delegate  to  your 
Body  at  our  next  Convention,  and  we  hope  we  may  be  permitted  to 
greet  a  delegate  from  your  Body  at  our  27th  Convention,  which  will  be 
held,  Deo  volente,  on  the  first  Wednesday  after  Trinity,  1875,  at  Wil¬ 
liamsport,  Penn.  Fraternally  yours, 

Henry  N.  Pohlman, 

Chair,  of  Committee  of  Gen.  Synod  on  Ecclesiastical  Correspondence." 

The  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  Amer¬ 
ica  has  heard  with  great  satisfaction  the  fraternal  sentiments  expressed 
at  the  last  Convention  of  the  General  Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Luth¬ 
eran  Church  in  the  United  States,  as  well  as  the  letter  of  its  Committee 
of  Correspondence,  and  hails  these  expressions  as  the  promise  of  that 
brighter  day,  for  which  all  true  Lutherans  long,  when  all  that  bear 
our  name  shall  be  united,  not  only  in  name,  but  in  faith  and  action. 

Earnestly,  however,  as  we  desire  this  blessed  consummation,  we  do 
not  believe  that  an  interchange  of  delegates  is  calculated  to  bring  it 
about.  As  it  seems  to  be  understood  and  acknowledged  on  both  sides, 
the  two  bodies,  as  such,  do  not  sustain  the  same  relation  to  the  Confes¬ 
sion  of  the  Church,  whose  name  both  bear,  and  the  separation  that  has 
taken  place  is  the  result  of  this  difference  of  opinion  and  conviction. 

An  exchange  of  delegates  would  therefore  be  a  mere  matter  of  form 
and  politeness,  and  would  involve  not  only  an  evasion  and  ignoring  of 
the  important  points  upon  which  we  differ,  but  a  formal  and  distinct 
recognition  by  each  body,  of  the  position  of  the  other,  while  in  reality 
each  body  at  heart  condemns  the  position  of  the  other. 
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The  reasons  which  induce  some  denominations  to  interchange  dele¬ 
gates  will  hardly  be  applicable  in  the  case  of  two  bodies  claiming 
rightfully  to  represent  one  and  the  same  Confession,  especially  when 
the  very  existence  of  two  such  bodies  is  owing  to  doctrinal  differences 
that  culminated  in  a  separation.  It  is  true  that  several  District  Synods 
of  both  general  bodies  exchange  delegates,  but  such  a  state  of  things 
is  altogether  attributable  to  local  and  personal  considerations. 

But  as  the  official  paper  from  the  General  Synod  refers  to  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  similar  correspondence  with  “  other  'Evangelical  Lutheran 
Bodies,”  though  for  the  reasons  above  given  we  are  unprepared  for  the 
proposed  exchange  of  delegates,  we  are  not  disposed  to  neglect  this 
providential  opportunity,  to  point  out  and  to  propose  what  seems  to  us 
a  better  way  to  attain  the  great  end,  which  we  trust  our  brethren  have 
as  much  at  heart  as  we  ourselves. 

These  two  bodies  do  not  include  all  the  Lutherans  of  our  land. 
There  are  two  other  general  bodies,  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  General 
Synod  ot  the  South,  and  the  Synodical  Conference,  and  in  addition  to 
these,  several  Synods  that  belong  to  neither.  Are  we  not  justified  in 
supposing,  that  in  all  these  Synods  many  hearts  earnestly  desire  the 
attainment  of  a  better  understanding  among  all  who  bear  our  name, 
and  that  there  is  a  readiness  to  hail  all  proper  efforts  to  bring  it  about? 
If  so,  may  we  not  ask  ourselves  whether  the  time  has  not  come  to  take 
some  steps  in  this  direction?  It  is  our  conviction  that  such  a  better 
understanding,  ultimately  leading,  we  trust,  to  a  closer  union,  can  be 
brought  about,  not  by  the  polite  and  formal  exchange  of  delegates,  but 
by  a  candid  and  fraternal  comparison  of  views,  so  that  all  may  clearly 
ascertain  the  points  of  difference,  and  by  the  grace  of  God  be  brought 
to  greater  unity  of  spirit.  We  believe  that  unity  is  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  that  the  Holy  Ghost  will  produce  greater  unity  when 
we  together  study  the  Word  of  God,  and  examine  the  Confession  of  our 
Church  in  the  light  of  that  Word. 

The  General  Synod  and  all  the  other  bodies,  heretofore  referred  to, 
profess  to  accept  the  Augsburg  Confession  of  1530  as  the  fundamental 
Confession  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  but  differ  in  regard  to  the  inter¬ 
pretation  of  some  points.  Would  it  not  be  well  for  them,  instead  of 
ignoring  the  points  of  difference,  to  come  together  to  compare  views, 
and  by  friendly  conference,  earnest  study  of  the  truth  and  supplication 
for  the  Spirit  of  truth  and  love,  to  seek  a  fuller  unity  ? 

Entertaining  these  convictions,  we  respond  to  the  friendly  communi¬ 
cation  of  the  General  Synod  by  resolving, 

I.  That  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  America  herewith  recommends  the  holding  of  a  Colloquium ,  at  a 
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time  and  place  hereafter  to  be  determined,  in  which  all  Lutherans  who 
accept  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession  may  compare  views  in  re¬ 
gard  to  that  Confession. 

II.  That  this  Colloquium  shall  be  simply  for  the  comparison  of 
views,  and  that  those  who  take  part  in  it  shall  not  be  looked  upon  as 
binding  themselves  or  the  Synods  to  which  they  belong. 

III.  That  such  a  Colloquium  shall  be  held  from  time  to  time,  as  often 
as  may  be  agreed  upon. 

IV.  That  we  respectfully  invite  all  Lutheran  bodies  that  unreserv¬ 
edly  accept  the  Unaltered  Augsburg  Confession,  to  unite  with  us  in 
making  arrangements  for  the  holding  of  such  a  Colloquium,  and  here¬ 
by  request  each  of  them  to  designate  some  persons,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  co-operate  with  those  appointed  by  the  others  for  that  purpose. 

V.  That  we  now  proceed  to  appoint  seven  ministers  and  seven  lay¬ 
men,  to  unite  with  any  others  that  may  be  appointed,  in  making  all  the 
arrangements  necessary  for  the  holding  of  such  a  Colloquium. 

VI.  That  this  action  be  communicated  as  our  answer  to  the  General 
Synod,  and  that  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  be  instructed  to  lay  it 
before  the  Presiding  Officers  of  the  other  Lutheran  general  bodies,  and 
also  before  those  of  Synods  not  connected  with  any  of  the  four  general 
bodies  in  the  land. 

E.  Greenwald,  T.  N.  Hasselquist, 

B.  M.  Schmucker,  Henry  Lehman, 

W.  P.  Ruthrauff,  W.  Hauff, 

W.  A.  Passavant,  E.  J.  Schmauck, 

Committee. 

The  Council  then  proceeded  to  elect  seven  clergymen  and  seven 
laymen  as  provided  in  the  fifth  resolution  of  the  above  report.  The 
following  persons  were  chosen  the 

Committee  on  Colloquium. 

t 

Revs.  C.  P.  Krauth,  G.  F.  Krotel,  B.  M.  Schmucker,  J.  A. 
Seiss,  T.  N„  Hasselquist,  W.  A.  Passavant,  S.  Laird,  and  Messrs. 
Peter  P.  Keller,  LI.  LI.  Muhlenberg,  F.  Schack,  LI.  Lehman,  D. 
M.  Armor  and  T.  H.  Lane. 

On  motion,  the  President  of  the  Council  was  made  chairman  of 
the  committee. 


German  Church  Book. 

Report  of  the  Committee. 

In  regard  to  the  work  done  during  the  last  year,  your  Committee  beg 
leave  to  report  the  following: 


55 


[1873. 


I.  The  Committee  have  gone  over  the  whole  book,  giving  due  regard 
to  the  various  suggestions  and  desires  that  have  been  communicated 
from  different  sides.  About  90  hymns  were  stricken  out,  and  about  130 
added  to  the  Probedruck,  making  an  increase  above  the  number  in  the  * 
Probedruck  of  about  40.  A  complete  list  of  hymns  in  their  proposed 
order,  indicating  clearly  those  newly  added,  those  stricken  out,  and 
those  in  which  the  committee  have  not  come  to  a  decision,  has  been 
printed  separately  and  distributed,  in  order  that  all  who  are  interested 
in  the  work  might  have  an  opportunity  to  form  a  judgment  in  regard 
to  the  contents  of  the  book  in  general. 

II.  The  revision  of  the  text  has  been  going  on,  though  at  a  slow 
rate,  as  it  is  a  very  important  and  difficult  work.  The  text  of  some  70 
hymns  has  been  revised  by  the  committee  as  such,  but  a  considerably 
larger  number  has  been  revised  by  individual  members. 

III.  The  Ministeriums  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  have  ap¬ 
pointed  committees  to  examine  the  list  of  hymns  and  express  their 
wishes  in  regard  to  it.  Both  of  these  committees  seem  to  think  that 
the  book  might  be  made  more  satisfactory  to  our  congregations  in  the 
East,  if  it  could  be  brought  into  closer  relation  to  the  Pennsylvania 
Hymn  Book.  The  committee,  therefore,  ask  the  Council  whether  th3 
book  shall  be  enlarged,  in  order  to  allow  more  of  the  hymns  of  the 
Pennsylvania  book  to  be  added. 

IV.  The  order  of  the  Morning  Service  has  been  thoroughly  revised, 
but  the  results  of  this  revision  have  not  been  printed.  The  German 
Service,  as  proposed  by  your  committee,  differs  from  the  (text  of  the) 
English  Church  Book  in  the  following  points : 

1.  The  singing  of  a  hymn  at  the  opening  is  made  optional. 

2.  The  older  form  of  the  Confiteor  is  taken  in  the  German  service. 

3.  The  Nicene  Creed  precedes  the  Apostles’  Creed. 

4.  The  notices  from  the  pulpit,  Offertorium  and  Collection  are  placed 
before  the  General  Prayer,  and  only  rubrical  allowance  made  for  the 
arrangement  as  it  is  in  the  English  Church  Book. 

5  The  Communion  follows  immediately  after  the  hymn,  and  only  a 
rubrical  direction  is  given  for  the  close  of  the  service  when  there  is  no 
Communion. 

6.  The  special  prefations  have  the  old  varied  endings. 

7.  The  Pax  is  restored  to  its  original  place  immediately  after  the 
Agnus  Dei.  In  the  distribution  only  the  verba  institutionis  are  used, 
with  the  closing  votum :  “  Der  Leib  unsres  Herrn  Jesu  Christi  und  sein 
theures  Blut  starke  und  erhalte  euch  im  wahren  Glauben  zuin  ewigen 
Leben.” 

Y.  In  regard  to  the  form  for  the  Evening  Service,  your  Committee 
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after  full  consideration  of  the  whole  subject,  have  unanimously  come  to 
the  conclusion  to  raise  the  question  before  the  General  Council,  whether 
any  form  of  Evening  Service  should  be  furnished  in  the  German  Book 

VI.  Your  Committee  have  suffered  a  great  loss  in  the  death  of  our 
beloved  and  esteemed  brother  Vorberg,  who  has  been  a  most  active 
and  faithful  member  and  most  deeply  interested  in  the  whole  work. 
Another  member  has  resigned.  The  Committee,  therefore,  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  invite  the  co-operation,  during  the  past  year,  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Moldelinke,  and  Mr.  W.  Wackernagel,  and  would  now  propose 
that  they  be  added  to  the  Committee.  They  would  also  propose  that 
they  be  empowered  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  co-operation  hereafter  of 
other  brethren. 

VII.  We  may  add  that  Mr.  Endlich  has  been  encouraged  by  the 

Committee  to  prepare  suitable  music  for  the  German  Service,  which  is 
published  by  Messrs.  F.  Kohler,  Phila.,  and  S.  K.  Brobst  &Co.,  Allen¬ 
town,  and  which  we  would  recommend  to  our  pastors  and  congregations 
as  a  most  excellent  work,  collected  with  fine  taste  from  the  very  best 
sources.  Respectfully  submitted, 

G.  A.  Wenzel, 

A.  Spaeth. 

Received  and  considered  by  items. 

The  Council  directed  that  there  should  be  no  increase  in  the 
number  of  hymns  above  the  maximum  number  (600)  already  pre¬ 
scribed. 

The  changes  proposed  in  the  4th  item  were  approved. 

The  committee  was  instructed  to  prepare  a  form  for  the  Evening 
Service 

Rev.  Dr.  E.  Moldehnke  and  Mr.  W.  Wackernagel  were  added 
to  the  committee. 

The  committee’s  recommendation  of  the  music  arranged  by  Mr. 
Endlich  was  endorsed. 

The  report  was  then  adopted  as  a  whole. 

Adjourned  to  meet  this  evening  at  7  o’clock.  Prayer  by  Rev.  E. 
Belfour. 

Thirteenth  Session, 

Wednesday,  Oct.  22,  7  P.  M. 

The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  B.  M.  Schmucker. 

The  minutes  were  read  and  approved. 
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Time  and  Place  of  the  next  Convention. 

A  ballot  was  taken  to  determine  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
next  Convention.  The  invitation  from  the  Swedish  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  at  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  to  hold  the  next  Conven¬ 
tion  in  that  place,  was  accepted. 

The  third  Thursday  of  October,  1874,  was  fixed  as  the  time  of 
meeting. 

German  Church  Paper. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  communication  of  Rev.  S. 
K-.  Brobst,  in  reference  to  the  union  of  the  German  Church  papers, 
published  in  the  limits  of  the  General  Council,  was  presented  and 
adopted,  as  follows  : 

Report  of  the  Committee. 

The  letter  committed  to  your  Committee  contains  a  proposition  made 
by  Rev.  S.  K.  Brobst,  to  unite  the  different  Church  papers  within  the 
General  Council,  into  one,  under  the  direction  and  in  the  interest  of 
the  General  Council. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  to  propose  the  following  resolutions  for 
consideration,  to  the  General  Council : 

Resolved,  1.  That  this  body  considers  the  union  of  the  several  Ger¬ 
man  Church  papers  within  its  territory  an  urgent  want  of  the  German 
part  of  our  Church. 

2.  That  the  General  Council  recommends  most  earnestly  such  a 
union  to  the  several  Church  papers  within  our  communion. 

Respectfully, 

Julius  Ehrhart,  S.  Klingmann, 

William  Hoppe,  Fred.  Ehinger, 

W.  A.  SCHMITTIIENNER,  W.  HAUFF. 

« 

Chicago  Theological  Seminary. 

Report  of  the  Directors. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Theological  Seminary,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted. 

1.  That  an  Executive  Committee  of  six  be  appointed,  with  authori¬ 
ty  to  make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  Professor’s  salary  and  the 
accommodation  of  Professor  and  students,  without,  however,  involving 
the  Board  in  debt. 

Revs.  Dr.  W.  A.  Passavant,  E.  Carlson,  Samuel  Wagenhals,  and 
Messrs.  A.  A.  Klove  and  L.  H.  Johnson,  were  appointed  said  commit¬ 
tee,  with  instructions  to  elect  the  sixth  member. 
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2.  That  Rev.  E.  Carlson  and  Mr.  L.  H.  Johnson  be  appointed  a 
committee  to  consult  E.  B.  McCagg  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  in  regard  to 
the  legality  of  the  titles  of  the  site  for  the  Seminary. 

3.  That  Rev.  S.  Wagenhals  be  appointed  to  purchase  a  suitable 
book,  and  to  transcribe  the  Constitution  in  it. 

The  report  was  received,  and  in  connection  with  it  the  resolutions 
of  the  Swedish  Augustana  Synod  in  reply  to  the  request  of  the 
Council,  made  at  the  last  Convention,  to  unite  the  theological  de¬ 
partment  of  their  institution  at  Paxton,  with  the  Theological  Sem¬ 
inary  at  Chicago,  were  also  read,  giving  the  reasons  why  this  could 
not  be  done  at  the  present  time.  (See.  p.  32.) 

E.  N.  Peters  was  elected  a  director  of  the  institution  in  place  of 
Andrew  Drischol,  who  declined  to  serve. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  documents  placed  in  the  hands  of  your  Committee  are: 

I.  A  letter  of  excuse  from  Rev.  J.  A.  Roof.  His  alternate  being 
present,  no  action  is  necessary. 

II.  Two  letters  from  Rev.  R.  Jaeggli,  President  of  the  Synod  of 
Texas,  stating  that  this  Synod  deplores  her  inability  to  send  a  delegate 
to  this  Convention,  on  account  of  a  lack  of  funds,  and  the  prevalence 
of  epidemic  disease ;  that  unless  the  General  Council  can  defray  about 
one-half  the  travelling  expenses  of  her  delegate,  the  Synod  of  Texas 
cannot,  for  the  present,  hope  to  be  represented  in  this  body  ;  that  the 
Synod  has  taken  steps  to  establish  a  college,  and  respectfully  asks  the 
assistance  of  the  Council  in  procuring  a  suitable  teacher  ;  that  the 
services  of  a  travelling  Missionary  are  urgently  required  within  the 
bounds  of  this  Synod,  and  that  in  order  to  meet  this  want,  such  aid  as 
the  Council  may  be  able  to  render  is  respectfully  solicited. 

Your  Committee  recommend, 

1.  That  the  delegate  from  the  Synod  of  Texas  to  this  Convention  be 
excused. 

2.  Tiiat  the  General  Council  bear  one-half  the  travelling  expenses  of 
this  Synod’s  delegate  to  the  next  Convention. 

3.  That  the  Executive  Committee  on  Home  Missions  be  instructed 
to  aid  the  Synod  of  Texas  as  far  as  possible  in  her  mission  work. 

S.  Wagenhals,  S.  J.  Beck, 

I).  M.  Kemerer,  J.  Fishburn, 

Wm.  Hoppe,  M.  Sauer, 

L.  K.  Stein,  Committee. 


Received  and  adopted. 
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Report  of  Trustees  of  General  Council. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  the  General  Council  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  was  held  October  21st,  1873.  Present, 
Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D.,  Chairman  ;  Rev.  W.  A.  Passavant.  D.  D., 
and  Peter  P.  Keller.  The  minutes  of  the  last  annual  meeting  were 
read  and  approved.  The  following  action  was  taken  : 

Resolved.  That  the  General  Council  at  this  session  be  recommended 
to  elect  three  Trustees  for  three  years,  in  place  of  Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth, 
D.  D.,  Thomas  PI.  Lane  and  George  H.  Moller,  whose  term  of  office 
expires  November,  1873,  and  one  Trustee  for  one  year  in  the  place  of 
Rev.  J.  A.  Sieker. 

By  recommendation  of  the  Treasurer,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  President  and  Secretary  of  this  board  be  directed 
to  make  application  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  of 
Philadelphia,  to  have  the  title  of  the  corporation  changed  from  that  of 
“Trustees  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
in  North  America,”  to  that  of  “  Trustees  of  the  General  Council  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America.” 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  :  Rev.  C.  P. 
Krauth,  D.  D.,  President  ;  S.  Gross  Fry,  Treasurer,  and  Peter  P.  Kel¬ 
ler,  Secretary.  « 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  next  meeting  of  General  Council. 

Peter  P.  Keller, 
Secretary. 

Erie,  Pa.,  October  21st,  1873. 

The  report  was  received. 

Teachers  Seminary. 

On  leave  given,  Rev.  G.  W.  Drees  addressed  the  Convention, 
presenting  the  cause  of  the  Seminary  for  Teachers  of  Parochial 
Schools,  and  making  an  appeal  in  its  behalf;  whereupon  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  we  have  heard  with  great  pleasure,  that  Rev.  G. 
W.  Drees  is  making  encouraging  progress,  in  the  establishment  of 
a  Seminary  for  the  education  of  German  and  English  Parochial 
School  Teachers,  and  we  hereby  renew  our  recommendation  of  the 
institution. 

Thanks. 

Resolved ,  That  we  hereby  extend  our  most  hearty  thanks  to  the 
pastor  and  members  of  the  English  Lutheran  Church,  of  Erie,  and 


Erie,  Pa.] 


60 


to  other  citizens  of  Erie,  for  the  kind  and  generous  hospitality  with 
which  the  General  Council  has  been  entertained  during  our  meet¬ 
ing  in  this  place;  and  that  this  resolution  be  published  in  the 
papers. 

Adopted  by  standing  vote. 

Minutes. 

The  Secretaries  were  instructed  to  have  fifteen  hundred  copies  of 
the  Minutes  printed  in  German  and  in  English. 

The  minutes  of  this  session  were  read  and  adopted. 

Closing  Exercises. 

The  Council  then  adjourned. 

The  closing  exercises  were  led  bv  the  President.  The  Litany  and 
Lord’s  Prayer  were  used,  and  part  of  the  274th  hymn  was  sung. 

Samuel  Laird, 
English  Recording  Secretary , 

of  the  General  Council  of  the  Ed.  Lutheran  Church  in  America . 
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Religions  Services 

were  held  in  different  churches  during  the  Convention  as  follows  ; 

O 

First  English  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Thursday,  Oct.  16,  10 J  A.  M.  Opening  Service,  Rev.  C.  P. 
Krauth,  D.  D. 

Thursday  evening— German,  Rev.  S.  Fritschel. 

Friday  evening — 'Rev.  G.  W.  Mechling. 

Lord's  Day  morning — Rev.  E.  Green wald,  D.  D. 

“  “  evening — Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D. 

Swedish  services  were  held  on  Saturday  evening  and  Sunday 
afternoon. 

First  Presbyterian  Church . 

Lord’s  Day  morning — Rev.  J.  A.  Seiss,  D.  D. 

“  “  evening — Rev.  C.  P.  Krauth,  D.  D. 

Park  Presbyterian  Church . 

Lord’s  Day  morning — Rev.  J.  A.  Kunkelman. 

“  u  evening— Rev.  S.  Laird. 

Seventh  Street  Methodist  Church . 


Lord’s  Day  morning — -Rev.  J.  Fry,  D.  D. 

Simpson  Methodist  Church . 
Lord’s  Day  evening — Rev.  J.  H.  Hunton. 

Chestnut  Street  Presbyterian  Church. 
Lord’s  Day  morning — Rev.  W.  P.  Ruthrauff. 
u  “  evening — -Rev.  E.  Belfour. 

Baptist  Church. 

Lord’s  Day  morning — Rev.  D.  M.  Kemerer. 

“  “  evening — Rev.  J.  Q.  Waters. 

St.  Paul’s  German  Church. 
Lord’s  Day  morning — Rev.  F.  von  Rosenberg. 

St.  John’s  German  Church. 
Lord’s  Day  morning — Rev.  C.  F.  W.  Hoppe. 

Presbyterian  Churchy  Fairview. 
Lord’s  Day  morning — “Rev.  J.  Iv.  Melhorn. 
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APPENDIX  A. 

CONSTITUTION 

OP 

Cjjc  historical  Societj. 


Art.  I. — Name. 

This  organization  shall  be  called  “  The  Historical  Society  of  the 
General  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America T 

Art.  II. — Object. 

It  shall  be  the  aim  of  this  Society  to  awaken  and  encourage  his¬ 
torical  inquiry ;  to  establish  and  maintain  in  the  City  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Pa.,  a  depository  of  books,  synodical  minutes,  proceedings 
of  conferences  and  other  church  assemblies,  charters,  judicial  de¬ 
cisions,  legal  reports,  pamphlets,  periodicals,  manuscripts,  portraits, 
views,  Ac.,  especially  pertaining  to  the  history  and  condition  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America ;  to  put  forth  historical 
publications  for  the  elucidation  of  such  history  ;  and  to  collect  and 
preserve  all  works  written  by  Lutherans  or  by  others  for  or  against 
our  Evangelical  faith  and  usages. 

Art.  III. — Members. 

At  the  regular  meetings  of  this  Society  any  person  may,  upon 
nomination,  be  received  to  membership  by  two-thirds  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present.  Each  member  shall  pay  at  least  one  dollar  into  the 
Treasury  annually. 

Art.  IV. — Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  1.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  embrace  a  President, 
Vice  President,  Recording  and  Corresponding  Secretaries,  Treas¬ 
urer,  Curator,  and  seven  other  members ;  all  of  whom  must  be 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  connection  with 
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tlie  General  Council,  and  shall  be^elected  at  a  regular  meeting,  and 
continue  in  office  until  their  successors  are  chosen. 

Sec.  2.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  meet  at  least  once  a 
year,  and  as  much  oftener  as  the  interests  of  the  Society  shall  re¬ 
quire. 

Sec.  3.  Seven  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business. 

Sec.  4.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  receive,  hold,  invest  and 
carefully  manage  all  properties  and  funds  entrusted  to  the  Society, 
and  shall  have  power  to  sell  and  convey  the  same ;  but  money  or 
or  property  given  to  the  Society  for  a  specific  purpose  shall  be  de¬ 
voted  to  that  purpose  only  ;  and  such  property  as  is  embraced  in 
Art.  II,  shall  never  be  sold  or  otherwise  alienated,  except  such 
publications  as  may  be  issued  by  or  for  the  Society  itself,  and  ex¬ 
cept  duplicates,  which  may  be  disposed  of  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Sec.  5.  The  Executive  Committee  may  adopt  for  its  own  action, 
such  rules,  not  in  conflict  with  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the 
Society,  as  may  be  found  most  convenient  and  necessary. 

Sec.  6.  The  regular  business  of  the  Society  shall  be  transacted 
at  the  meetings  of  the  Executive  Committee,  due  notice  of  which 
meetings,  and  the  objects,  if  special,  for  which  they  are  called,  shall 
be  given.  No  vacancy  shall  be  filled,  nor  shall  any  business  affect¬ 
ing  the  character  and  general  operations  of  the  Society  be  done,  ex¬ 
cept  at  meetings  thus  called. 

Art.  Y. — Meetings. 

Sec.  1.  There  shall  be  held  a  regular  public  meeting  of  this 
Society,  at  the  time  and  place  of  the  regular  meetings  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Council  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America,  which 
shall  be  duly  announced. 

Sec.  2.  At  this  meeting  the  Executive  Committee  shall  present 
a  report,  the  Treasurer’s  account  shall  be  submitted  for  audit,  and 
such  address  or  other  exercises  take  place  as  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  may  determine. 

Sec.  3.  At  the  regular  meetings,  the  members  of  the  Society 
shall  choose  the  Executive  Committee  for  another  term. 
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Art.  YI. — Collections. 

• 

Sec.  1 .  The  various  material  which  this  Society  may  collect 
shall  be  kept  at  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  at  Philadelphia,  or  some  other  secure  and  suita¬ 
ble  place,  and  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  contributors  with 
the  permission  of  the  Curator. 

Sec.  2.  No  book/pamphlet  or  other  property  of  the  Society  shall 
be  removed  from  the  hall. 

Sec.  3.  Should  this  Society  from  any  cause  cease  to  exist,  all  its 
property  of  every  description  shall  accrue  to  the  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Philadelphia,  to  be 
kept  and  improved  solely  for  the  objects  set  forth  in  Art,  II. 

Art.  VII. — Historians. 

Sec.  1.  The  Executive  Committee  shall  designate  some  one, 
having  a  taste  and  facilities  for  the  work,  as  an  Historian,  who  shall 
present  an  annual  report  of  the  transactions  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America,  for  the  year. 

Sec.  2.  Such  Synods  as  may  be  disposed  to  co-operate  in  the 
work  of  this  Society,  shall  appoint  an  Historian,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  make  annual  report  of  the  work  and  growth  of  the  Church 
within  his  own  Synodical  bounds  ;  at  the  same  time,  also,  gathering 
items  of  fact  and  incident  connected  with  the  founding,  organiza¬ 
tion,  &c.,  of  the  Synod  and  its  several  congregations. 

Sec.  3.  Provision  shall  be  made  for  the  publication  of  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Historians. 

Art.  VIII. — Changes. 

Alterations  or  amendments  may  be  made  in  this  Constitution  at 
any  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present;  provided  such  changes  be  not  inconsistent  with 
the  object  of  the  Society  as  described  in  Art.  II,  and  with  Art,  IV, 
Sec.  1. 
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JIepoht  of  Jf^easurer  of  Jl.  y.  Jmmigrant  JA ission. 
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JOHN  H.  BOSCHEN,  Treasurer. 


Money  Received. 

Balance  on  hand .  $  980  37 

Commissions  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  20  45 

N.  Y.  Central  Railroad  Commissions .  5  22 

Erie  Rail  Road  Commissions .  78  86 

Donations  of  various  amounts  during  month .  187  59 

Commissions  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  34  91 

Hudson  River  Rail  Road .  17  64 

“  Erie  Railroad .  156  85 

Donations  of  various  amounts  during  month .  107  60 

Commissions  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  24  15 

Hudson  River  Rail  Road .  7  31 

“  Erie  Rail  Road .  102  42 

Donations  of  various  amounts  during  the  month .  261  30 

A.  T.  Geissenhainer  from  the  Ev.  Luth.  Ministerium  of  Pa., 

for  6  months,  to  Oct.  1,  1872 .  250  00 

Commissions  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  14  88 

Hudson  River  Rail  Road .  6  70 

“  Erie  Rail  Road .  132  03 

Donations  of  various  amounts  during  the  month .  310  17 

Commissions  of  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  72  73 

“  Erie  Rail  Road .  11  25 

Donations  of  various  amounts  during  month .  129  62 

Rev.  F.  von  Rosenburg,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y .  30  00 

Commissions  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  16  26 

“  Erie  Rail  Road .  85 

Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  9  79 

“  Erie  Rail  Road . 8  55 

Donations  of  various  amounts  during  March  and  April .  328  86 

Commissions  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  37  60 

Hudson  River  Rail  Road .  23  31 

“  Erie  Rail  Road .  72  63 

u  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  78  07 

Donations  of  various  amounts  during  May .  130  65 

A.  T.  Geissenhainer,  from  the  Ev.  Luth.  Ministerium  of... 

Pa.j  for  6  months,  to  April  1st,  1873 .  250  00 

Commissions  Erie  Rail  Road  for  May . 136  14 

“  Hudson  River  Rail  Road . . .  5  90 

“  Erie  Rail  Road  for  June .  86  98 

“  Pennsylvania  Rail  Road .  20  31 

Donations  of  various  amounts  for  June  and  July .  297  41 

Commissions  Hudson  River  Rail  Road .  2  74 

“  Erie  Rail  Road .  41  95 

Donations  of  various  amounts  for  August  and  September .  137  35 

Rev.  A.  Wetzel,  Treas.  Ev.  Luth.  Ministerium  of  N.  Y .  250  00 

Mr.  A.  HofFmeister,  New  Haven,  Conn .  35  00 


Total..... . . . . . $4,912  40 

Outstanding  and  due  the  Mission  : 

B.  F.  Trexler,  Allentown,  Pa . $200  00 

English  Aid  Society .  107  00 
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$307  00 
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3872.  Money  Paid. 

Oct.  12  800  11  Emigranten  Fiihrer,”  bought  of  Mr.  Trexler,  of  Allen¬ 
town,  Pa.,  for  distribution  and  sale .  $  80  00 

31  Mr.  Schneider,  clerk  to  aid  Missionary.. .  25  00 

31  Food,  clothing  and  alms  to  immigrants . . .  20  45 

Nov.  1  One  month’s  rent  for  office  No.  7  Broadway .  25  00 

26  Salary  of  Missionary  to  1st  inst .  625  00 

“  30  Clerk  in  office .  25  00 

“  30  Food,  clothing,  alms,  &c.,  to  immigrants .  55  13 

Dec.  1  One  month’s  rent  for  office  No.  7  Broadway .  25  00 

31  On  account  of  salary  of  Missionary .  3.5  57 

“  31  Clerk  in  office .  25  00 

“  31  Food,  clothing,  alms,  &c.,  to  immigrants .  54  61 

1873. 

Jan.  2  One  month’s  rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway .  25  00 

“  31  Clerk  in  office .  23  00 

“  31  Food  (including  warm  dinners),  clothing,  alms,  &c.,  to  im¬ 
migrants .  99  50 

Feb.  1  One  month’s  rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway .  25  00 

“  28  Clerk  in  office .  18  00 

“  28  Food,  clothing,  alms,  &c.,  to  immigrants .  70  97 

10  Salary  of  Missionary  in  full . . .  309  43 

10  The  Missionary  for  aid  to  immigrants .  50  00 

Mar.  1  One  month’s  rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway .  25  00 

31  Clerk  hire .  25  00 

April  1  One  month’s  rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway .  25  00 

“  30  On  account  of  salary  of  Missionary .  235  68 

“  30  Clerk  hire . 20  00 

11  30  Food,  clothing,  alms,  &c.,  during  March  and  April .  83  63 

May  1  Salary  of  Missionary  in  full  to  date .  389  35 

2  One  month’s  rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway .  26  00 

“  31  Clerk  hire .  30  00 

“  31  Food,  clothing,  alms,  &c-,  to  immigrants .  37  59 

June  3  One  month’s  rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway .  .  25  00 

July  1  Rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway  to  August  1 .  25  00 

“  31  Clerk  hire  June  and  July .  46  00 

“  31  Food,  alms,  &c.,  to  immigrants,  and  various  amounts  ad¬ 

vanced  to  them,  not  returned  and  considered  as  lost  to 

the  mission .  319*69 

Aug,  1  One  month’s  rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway .  25  00 

“  11  Salary  of  Missionary  to  1st  inst .  625  00 

Sep.  1  One  month’s  rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway .  25  00 

30  Clerk  hire  for  August  and  September .  80  00 

“  30  Food,  alms,  &c.,  to  immigrants .  67  84 

Oct.  1  One  month’s  rent  of  office  No.  7  Broadway .  25  00 

Balance  on  hand .  855  99 


New  York,  Nov.  1,  1873. 

JOHN  H.  BOSCHEN, 


Treasurer  N.  Y.  C.  O.  E.  M. 

Audited  and  found  correct. 

Chas.  J.  Nehrbas,  1  Auditing 
John  G.  H.  Ahrens,  /  Committee. 


New  York  Nov.  24,  1873. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

Report  of  J' reasurer  of  j-loME  Iission  Jmjnd. 

THOS.  H.  LANE,  Treasurer. 

Dr. 

To  Cash  per — 

Feb.  1  Rev.  A.  T.  Geissenhainer,  on  acc’t.  Pennsylvania  Synod  $600  00 


May  10  Prof.  Roth,  from  Miss  A.  M.  Dinwiddie .  3  00 

June  26  Rev.  A.  T.  Geissenhainer,  on  acc’t.  Pennsylvania  Synod  600  00 

July  21  Rev.  Enoch  Smith,  Greensburg .  5  00 

“  29  Rev.  Sami.  Laird,  Pittsburgh .  35  00 

“  30  Rev.  Enoch  Smith,  Greensburg . .  15  00 

Aug.  29  Rev.  J.  H.  Hun  ton,  Vandalia,  Ill .  5  00 

Oct.  10  Pittsburgh  Synod  in  full,  for  1873 .  600  00 

Balance .  905  30 


$2,768  30 
Cr. 


1872. 

Nov.  6  By  balance . . . $  465  57 

1873. 

By  Cash  paid — 

May  20  Rev.  J.  H.  Hunton, .  50  00 

“  26  Rev.  F.  Richards .  250  00 

Jnly  24  “  “  .  250  00 

“  “  “  .  250  00 

“  “  Hirshman,  Wartburg,  Tenn .  50  00 

Aug.  29  “  J.  H.  Hunton,  Vandalia,  Ill .  60  00 

“  “  “  “  “  “  .  50  00 

Oct.  10  “  F.  Richards .  250  00 

Interest  on  notes .  78  00 

On  notes . . .  119  43 

Balance  of  bills  payable  (being  amount  overdrawn) .  905  30 


$2,768  30 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  above  report  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Home  Mission  Committee  and  found  it  correct. 

A  Lange, 

D.  M.  Armor, 

Auditing  Committee. 


Appendix  D. — Statistics  of  District  Synods. 


Erie,  Pa.] 
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